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NOTICE

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) does not approve, recommend or
endorse any proprietary product or material mentioned in this publication. No.
reference shall be made to NMFS, or to this publication furnished by NMFS, in
any advertising or sales promotion which would indicate or imply that NMFS
approves, recommends, or endorses any proprietary product or proprietary
material mentioned herein or which has as its purpose any intent to cause directly
or indirectly the advertised product to be used or purchased because.of NMFS
publication.

This report should be cited as follows:

Newlin, Kim [Editor]. 1993. Fishing trends and conditions in the southeast
region 1992. NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-SEFSC-332, 88 p.
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ABSTRACT: This report provides first-hand information on the fishing trends and
conditions in the commercial and recreational fisheries of the southeastern United
States during 1992. The information and text were provided by Federal and State
fishery reporting specialists that are located in major fishing ports in the region.

Copies may be obtained by writing:

Mr. Kim Newlin
National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Fisheries Science Center
75 Virginia Beach Drive
Miami, FL 33149

or
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National Technical
Information Service
5258 Port Royal Road
Springfield, VA 22161
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PREFACE
This report provides first-hand information ()n the trends and conditions in the

commercial and recreational fisheries of the southeastern United States during 1992.
The information and text are by Federal and State fishery reporting specialists that are
located in major fishing ports in the region. The statements on trends and conditions
in this report are based on anecdotal information and do not represent analyzed data.
The report also includes preliminary data on the commercial and recreational fishery
landings for 1992.

The Southeast Fisheries Science Center gratefully acknowledges the exemplary
work of the fishery reporting specialists in collecting fishery statistics for conservation
and management purposes. These individuals are the NMFS's liaison with rank-and-
file fishermen and seafood dealers. Their willingness to work with the industry and
their efforts in collecting the data necessary for a better understanding of the fishery
are greatly appreciated.
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1992 FISHING TRENDS AND CONDITIONS IN THE
SOUTHEAST REGION

This report contains information on conditions and developments in the fishing
industries in the southeastern United States during 1992. The landings and value
data in the report are preliminary and subject to change.

Southeast Regional Summary

Commercial landings of fish and shellfish in the southeastern region of the United
States in 1992decreased 342.6 million pounds (17%) from 1991. This was mainly
due to a reduction in menhaden catch of 270.8 million pounds. The 1992 ex-
vessel value of the total landings was $785.6 million, down 3% from 1991.
Louisiana led the other southeast states with total landings of 978.5 million pounds
valued at $276.4 million. Louisiana this year had the highest shrimp landings
(97.4 million pounds) worth $144.6 million in ex-vessel value.
The most valuable fishery was the shrimp fishery with 246.8 million pounds and
an ex-vessel value of $440.2 million. Overall, shrimp landings were down 7%
and value was down 8% from 1991. It should be noted, however, two areas
increased their shrimp landings. Florida West coast shrimp landings increased
42 % and Louisiana landings increased 2%.

As in past years, menhaden led other species with 856.1 million pounds landed.
The fishery with the most dramatic increase in landings was the shark fishery with
a 100% increase in landings(to 19,286 million pounds) with a value of $5.9
million( a 49% increase). The next most dramatic increase in poundage was in
the tuna fishery whose landings increased 53%(to 12.3 million pounds) and whose
value increased 28%(to $25.7 million). The next largest increase in landings was
the oyster fishery whose landings increased 40%(to 19.5 million pounds) and
whose value increased 20% to $44.7 million. The sharpest decline was in Spanish
:mackerel landings which were down 51% to 3.3 million pounds. The 1992
menhaden landings were down for the second year in a row, 24 % by weight, but
up 27% in ex-vessel value to $43.5 million. Spiny lobster and stone crab landings
were down 38% and 25%, respectively. North Carolina recorded the largest
percentage decrease in landings in 1992 (28%) and a corresponding decrease in
value of $9.3 million, or approximately 14%. Georgia recorded the largest
percentage increase in landings of 10% but had an overall decrease in value of
3%.

Recreational landings of fish in the southeastern region of the United States in
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1992 increased from 1991. The increase from 78.9 to 85.9 million pounds was
8.9%. The primary species caught were spotted seatrout, scaled sardine, pinfish,
hardhead catfish, red drum, Atlantic croaker, sheepshead, white grunt, gray
snapper, Spanish mackerel, striped mullet, black sea bass, spot, crevalle jack, sand
seatrout, ladyfish, bluefish and red grouper. The Gulf led the Southeast with
133.3 million fish of the 187.2 million fish caught.

Table 1. Change in the preliminary commercial landings and values of fish
and shellfish in the southeastern states from 1991 to 1992.

1992 CHANGE <1991 to 1992)
STATE THOUSAND THOUSAND THOUSAND THOUSAND POUNDS DOLLARS

POUNDS DOLLARS POUNDS DOLLARS % %

NC 154,035 $57,458 <58,574) ($9,289) (28) (14)
SC 19,272 $25,621 134 ($2,913) 1 (10)
GA 17,620 $22,957 1,633 ($762) 10 (3)
FL-EC 46.793 $46,001 1,415 ($3,873) 3 (8)

S.A. REGION 237,720 $152,037 (55,392) ($16,837) (19) (10)
FL-WC 105,3'76 $108,888 (11,977) ($3,294) (10) (3)
AL 23,689 $35,566 1,782 ($1,131) 8 (3)
MS 187,634 $31,348 (50,754) ($2,949) (21) (9)
LA 978,513 $276,431 (214,026) $32,831 (18) 13
TX 96,125 $181,353 (12,190) ($33,057) (11) (15)

GULF REGION 1,391,337 $633,586 (287,165) ($7,600) (17) (3)
S. E. REGION 1,629,057 $785,623 (342,557) ($24,437) (17) (3)

Note: ( ) indicates a pound, dollar or percentage decrease when compared to 199L
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Table 2. Change in the preliminary commercial landings and values of fish and shellfish
species in the southeastern region of the United States from 1991 to 1992.

1992 CHANGE (1991 to 1992)

SPECIES THOUSAND THOUSAND THOUSAND THOUSAND POUNDS DOLLARS
POUNDS DOLLARS POUNDS DOLLARS % %

GROUPERS 10,992 $21,574 254 $1,750 2 9
SNAPPERS 9,420 $17,959 443 $1,549 5 9
KING MACKEREL 4,455 $5,684 195 $597 5 12
SPANISH MACKEREL 3,311 $932 (3,402) ($2,425) (51) (72)
MENHADEN 856,062 $43,516 (270,782) $9,241 (24) 27
SHARKS 19,286 $5,915 9,620 $1,941 100 49
SWORDFISH 3,097 $11,326 (719) ($2,234) (19) (16)
TUNA 12,278 $25,682 4,243 $5,570 53 28
OYSTERS 19,490 $44,668 5,548 $7,300 40 20
SHRIMP 246,771 $440,229 (18,739) ($38,140) (7) (8)
SPINY LOBSTER 3,951 $14,611 (2,394) ($12,935) (38) (47)
STONE CRAB 4,756 $10,809 (1,549) ($2,813) (25) (21)

Note: Landings of fish, lobster and shrimp in live weight; oysters in meat weight.
( ) indicates a pound, dollar or percentage decrease when compared to 1991.
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Table 3. Change in the preliminary commercial landings and value of
shrimp in the southeastern states from 1991 to 1992.

1992 CHANGE (1991 to 1992}
STATE THOUSAND THOUSAND THOUSAND THOUSAND PERCENT CHANGE

POUNDS DOLLARS POUNDS DOLLARS POUNDS DOLLARS

NC 5,155 $10,237 (5,587) ($8,351) (52) (45)
SC 7,157 $14,527 (1,980) ($2,254) (22) (13)
GA 7,605 $18,554 (950) ($1,632) (11) (8)
FL-EC 4,788 $ 8,064 (3,405) ($4,086) (42) (34)
S.A. REGION 24,705 $51,382 (11,922) ($16,323) (33) (24)
FL-WC 15,948 $27,042 4,692 $11,368 42 73
AL 13,499 $30,180 (1,437) ($2,596) (10) (8)
MS 10,150 $19,839 (1,631) ($666) (14) (3)
LA 97,401 $144,552 2,313 $3,091 2 2
TX 85,068 $167,234 (10,754) ($33,014) (11) (16)
GULF REGION 222,066 $388,847 (6,817) ($21,817) (3) (5)
S. E. REGION 246,771 $440,229 (18,739) $38,140 (7) (8)

Note: Shrimp landings in heads-on weight.
( ) indicates a pound, dollar, or percentage decrease when compared to 1991.

NORTH CAROLINA

Total Landings:

Commercial landings for 1992 totaled 154million pounds with an ex-vessel value of 57.5
million dollars. Landings were 28% lower than in 1991. Average ex-vessel prices were
down 14% for 1992.

Edible Finfish:

Total edible finfish landings were down 4%. Average ex-vessel prices decreased 9%.
Landings increased for dogfish (490%), grouper (25%), sea bass (12%), bigeye tuna
(157%) and mullet (24%). Decreased landings were reported for flounder (26%),
bluefish (28%), croaker (19%), spotted seatrout (20%), snappers (44%), and gray
seatrout (8%). Ocean landings were down 34%. Pamlico Sound landings were down
25%. The water bodies in North Carolina that showed increased landings were Bay
River (22%), Masonboro Sound (18%), Pasquotank River (83%), and Roanoke River
(46%). Decreased landings of edible finfish were reported for long hauls (37%), haul
seines (27%), scallop trawls (88%), and shrimp trawls (51%). The gears that reported

4



increased landings were gillnets (50%), shark longlines (264%), and bottom longlines
(56%) ..

Industrial Finfish:

Total industrial finfish landings were 46%.lower than in 1991. This decrease was due
mainly to a sharp drop in menhaden landings. Average ex-vessel prices remained·
unchanged ..

Crabs:

Hard blue crab landings were 2% lower. than in 1991, which was a record year.
Average ex-vessel prices increased 36%.

Clams:

Clam la~ding&were down 27% from 1991. Average ex-vessel prices were unchanged.

Scallops:

Bay scallop landings were down 51%. Average ex-vessel prices of bay scallops
increased 10%. Sea scallop landings were down 36%. Sea scallop ex-vessel prices
averaged 22% higher than in 1991. No calico scallops were landed in 1992.

Shrimp:

Shrimp landings were 52% lower than in 1991. Average ex-vessel prices increased 18%.
The species composition was 50% brown shrimp (down 62% from 1991), 36% pink
shrimp (down 28% from 1991) and 14% white shrimp (down 47% form 1991).

Oysters:
Oyster landings increased 8% for the year. Average ex-vessel prices for oysters were
down 6% from 1991.

SOUTH CAROLINA

Total Landings:

Preliminary commercial landings of finfish· and shellfish for 1992 were 19.3 million
pounds, down 1% from the 19.1 million pounds landed during 1991. There were
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significant decreases in the landings of swordfish, reef fish and shrimp. Increases in
landings were recorded for mullet, spot, sharks and crabs.

Shrimp:

Landings of shrimp were 7.2 million pounds, down 22% from the 9.1 million poun~s.
landed during 1991. A very poor brown shrimp crop contributed significantly to the
decrease.

Crabs:

Hard blue crab landings were the highest since 1989. Landings were 7.1 million pounds,
up 39% from the 5.1 million pounds landed during 1991.

Clams and Oysters:

Landings of clams were down 29% and oysters were down 8% from the 1991 landings.
A weak northern market and bed closures due to water quality problems were the main
factors affecting oyster landings.

Finfish:

Overall finfish production was down 2% from that of 1991. Swordfish landings were
down 29%; reef fish production was down 11%; mullet and spot increased 190% and
377%, respectively; and shark landings increased 411%.

GEORGIA

General:

As during the spring of 1991. this area of the Atlantic Coast received several inches of
heavy rain and sustained high winds. Total seafood harvests were 10% higher than in
1991, and the second best harvest since 1975.

Shrimp:

Total landings for 1992 were:!1 % lower than 1991, even though the January 1992
landings were 12% higher than 1991. White shrimp continue to be the primary species.
The rock shrimp harvest increl;lsed31%, while pink, brown, and bait shrimp harvests
were well below those of recent years.

6



Crabs:

Blue crab landings increased for the third year - up 18% from 1991. The value of blue
crab landing increased 30%, partially due to the scarcity of blue crabs in other areas.

Finfish:

Wreckfish landings in Georgia were 20 thousand pounds of the 1.2 million pounds landed
along the Atlantic Coast in 1992. This was an increase in Georgia's production of 16% .
Total landings of offshore demersal fish decreased 35%, partly due to unfavorable
weather patterns and a reduction h1 the number of vessels offloading in Georgia. Pelagic
fish landings increased 2%, as the shark fishery developed.

Sturgeon:

Landings of this historically important species increased 20%, .but due· to the low catch
per unit of effort over the past three years, many netters turned to other species. The
current lack of interest in catching sturgeon may favor its recovery.

Clams, Oysters and Whelks:

Clam and oyster landings continued to increase in 1992, but whelk landings decreased.

FLORIDA

DUVAL - BREVARD COUNTIES

Shrimp:

Shrimping in northeast Florida remained relatively stable in comparison with 1991. A
total of 4.1 million pounds (up 2%) of mixed tails were landed. White and brown
shrimp landings decreased 12% and 25%, respectively. Landings of pink and rock
shrimp registered increases; 12% for pink tails and 23% for rock tails. Royal red shrimp
landings dropped 16%. The number of trips declined in all counties except Brevard.
Duval County experienced the largest decrease in trips, down 573 (18%). However,
Duval's total landings were down only 70 thousand pounds (6%).

Brown shrimp showed a large decrease in landings. This in part may be attributed to an
early start to the rock shrimp fishery and a late start to the brown shrimp fishery.
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Typically, shrimp vessels trawlforbtown shrimp in May-September and the rock shrimp
season normally begins in August. July had over 200 thousand pounds of rock shrimp·

. tails landed,· The. brown shrimp season started late as significant landings .were not
recorded until June.

Thercick shrimp fishery had high hopes during the summer as landings looked great.
The fishermen thought the worrying about the poor 1991 se·ason was for naught and that
the rock shrimp fishery. was. back to normal. Unfortunately, the rock shrimp landings
fizzled out by early October and the shrimp vessels landed only approxiinately 2 million
pounds of rock shrimp tails, up only 400 thousand pounds from 1991.

Fish:

Wreckfish:

The wreckfisn fishery underwent some. major changes in 1992 due to the ITQs
(Individual Transferable Quotas). The season started April 16 and closed January 14,
1993. Northeast Florida had 119 trips and landed over 500 thousand pounds (gutted
weight), a decrease of 42% from 1991. Duval County showed a substantial decrease in
landings (85%) while Volusia County registered a 15% increase in landings .. The
number of vessels decreased from 32 ii11991 to 15 in 1992.. Trips varied throughout the
season from under 1 thousand pounds to 13 thousand pounds; only four trips were over
10 thousand pounds. Weather, currents, and tides were limiting factors during 1992 ..

Hook.& line bottom fishery:

The number of vessels fishing full time in the snapper/grouper fishery declined. The
majority of the vessels have diversified to ensure an entry in any of the potential "quota "
fisherieS. Vessels participating in the snapper/grouper complex do so when their target
species catches decline or upon season closures. The snapper/grouper catches continue
to be well mixed.

The king mackerel hook and line fleet had a poor yeai' in 1992. "Dirty" water and
adverse weather continuously hampered fishing efforts. King mackerel landings declined
23 % in this area. The largest decrease Was experienced in S1. Johns County, as. boats
did not fish in that county during June andJuly as they had in 1991, Brevard County'.s·
landings declined 20% from 1991. .

The tilefish fishery remained stable with just a few vessels entering the fishery .. Fishing.
effort decreased as windy weather and strong currents deterred fishermen: The shark
·Iongline fishery encountered many newcomers jumping on the bandwagon as the price
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of shark fins went sky high. Shark landings are estimated to be over 1 million poumt&
for 1992.

Scallops:

The scallop plant at the Cape reopened in October. Seven vessels fished the remainder
of the year anq produced over 21 thousand gallons of calico scallop meats. The scallops
were quite small, count size varied from 180 to 230/gal.

INDIAN RIVER - PALM BEACH COUNTIES

Coastal Pelagics:

The 1992 king mackerel landings declined for the third straight year. Slower than
notmal landings in May, combined with poor weather at the end of 1992, were
contributing factors. Catches in 1992 were again made predominantly with hook and line
gear, with no targeted gillnet production.

Spanish mackerel landings remained stable, controlled mostly by weather, trip limits and
quotas. The roller rigs fished without limits in December, landing over 400 thousand
pounds per day on good days. About 90% of all Spanish mackerel production was
gillnet-caught in the winter for an ex-vessel price of $0.30/lb, a price which remaiJ).ed
unchanged from the past several years.

Cobia landings increased 81% from 1991, seemingly unaffected by the two-fish bag limit
per person for commercial and recreational fishermen. Fishermen reported seeing
numerous schools of cobia in the spring of 1992.

Reef fish:

Combined grouper and snapper landings increased 17% from 1991. Gag landings
increased 85%, helped primarily by a larger than normal influx of winter spawning
schools. Grouper fishermen reported some of the best fishing seen in over five years.
Combined snapper landings increased slightly, but mutton and vermilion snapper landings
declined, possibly partly as a result of the January 1992 fish trap ban.

Amberjack:

Amberjack laJ1.dingsmore than doubled from 1991 despite an April spawning closure in
the EEZ. Increased effort and better reporting of amberjack landings accounted for this
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large increase. Catch rates remained similar to 1991, but the number of boats within this
seasonal amberjack fishery continued to increase.

Longline:

Swordfish landings fell 10%, but tuna landings increased 51%. With strong ex-vessel
prices and a high demand for tuna, more consideration is being put on tuna in regard to
fishing areas. Swordfish size limits continued to be a sore point with dealers and
fishermen. Tilefish landin~s remained unchanged, but effort and the amount of gear has
increased in the past several years. Shark longline landings and effort increased. Several
of the roller rigs switched from shark drift nets to longlines during the summer.

Net fishing:

Combined ocean gillnet landings declined slightly with noticeable declines in bluefish,
pompano, and shark net landings. Some inshore species, including menhaden, mullet,
and mojarra increased while others, such as spot, declined. The 600-yard gillnet limit
imposed by Florida last year seemed to have little effect on landings. Purse seine effort
and landings increased with the addition of a .large seiner working the Ft. Pierce area all
summer. Bait fish landings, including thread herring, Spanish sardines, and scad all
increased dramatically.

Sbellfish:

Blue crab landings increased 28% from 1991. Spiny lobster landings remained about the
same as in 1991. Hard clam production was 37% higher than in 1991.

BROWARD AND DADE COUNTIES

Swordfish:

Swordfish vessels made good swordfish catches in the Windward Passage between Cuba
and Haiti, as well as in the Yucatan Channel. The smaller vessels (now less than 10 in
number) continue to make a l~ving from swordfish catches in the Florida Straits.
Preliminary landings show swordfish production to be down about 20% from 1991.

Reef Fish:

Reef fish production was down about 29% from 1991, probably due to the ban on fish
traps in 1992 along the Florida Atlantic Coast. Although a few dealers still handle trap
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fish, these are fish trucked up from the Florida Keys. Another cause for the reduction
is that some of the reef fish trappers are now selling to dealers in the Keys (Monroe
County) instead. Amberjack production in Dade was only half that of 1991. This was

....

primarily due to the May. amberjack closure, which has traditionally been the time of'
peak amberjac~ fishing ..

~Q¥tal Pelagics:

King mackerel production was down 25% from 1991. Dolphin Jish production declined
sharply, with landings only 35% of 1991. Bag limits of ten fish per person may have
contributed to this decline, since much of the dolphin are sold to dealers by weekend
fishermen. There is also the feeling that more of these landings may be going unreported
due to fishermen bypassing the dealers and selling directly to restaurants.

Spiny Lobster and Stone Crabs:

Spiny lobster production was down 45% from 1991. Many fishermen in Dade lost their
traps due to Hurricane Andrew. Some lost their boats as well. Many fishermen have
applied for relief loans from the Small Business Administration(SBA). By the time most
fishermen had recovered, the peak of the season had passed. Stone crab production was
up for Dade dealers, but most of the catch was coming from the west coast of Florida .

. ..
Sponges:

Sponge production suffered slightly due to restrictions on sponging in Biscayne Bay
which were instituted in 1992. Sponge landings were down about 15%.

Other:'

Ballyhoo production was down 48%, due mainly to the elimination of purse seining in
Biscayne Bay in 1992.

MONROE COUNTY

Weather:

The 1992 January weather was generally milder than expected. On February 5, a strong
front hit with winds up to 30 inph causing severe loss of lobster traps and rendering local ..
waters very turbid. March and April sustained gusty winds with rough seas that limited
many types of fishing. A strong cold front arrived April 30th with temperatures down'
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to the low 50s..

Summer weather conditions were generalJy favorable to most kinds of fishing until
August 24 when Hurricane Andrew hit South Florida. AU local craft ceased operations
to prepare for the storm· and for almost a week afterwards. Logistical snarls prevented
Keys dealers from transporting product to the few buyers still operational in Miami;.... ~..
Although the hurricane did severe damage to some dealers and fishing operations hi the
extreme upper Keys, most fishing interests in Monroe County escaped unscathed by
.Hurricane Andrew.

Autumn and winter weather was favorable for most types of fishing. A tropical wave
passed on September 10, and the first cold front of the season hit on October 5. Although
seas were often rough, November and December were memorable for the general paucity
of cold fronts ..

Environment and Marine EcolOgy:

The fishery trends of 1992 need to be evaluated with reference to continued reports of
environmental degradation to the marine ecosystem of the Keys and to changing socio-
economic factors. Various agencies and environmental groups attributed the massive
seagrass die-offs, algal blooms, and other severe problems in Florida Bay to reductions
in fresh water flows from the Everglades. Potential remedies included proposed
construction of vast "man-made marshes" to restore water quality. The reef environment
seems imperiled by continued widespread coral deaths, smothering by vast mats of
nuisance benthic algae, and nutrient loading.

The FtoridaKeys National Marine Sanctuary is seeking support and involvement from
the public. A citizen's advisory committee has been formed to review Sanctuary plans,
and there has been widespread consensus that improving the water quality should be the
first priority. However, when unveiled in November 1992, Sanctuary zoning proposals

..which would limit fishing in sonie areas provoked increased opposition by fishermen and
others who had already opposed some of the Sanctuary's earlier proposed management
measures. These proposals have caused some fishermen to fear for their economic future
and to feel threatened even by routine NMFS data gathering programs.

Shrimp:

During 1992, shrimp catches were below normal during the peak winter season with
fewer boats working the shrimp grounds. During the April through August "off.;.season,"
the handful of shrimp boats that stayed did especially well, catching "large" shrimp and
earning upwards of $1,000 per night each. From then on catch rates remained "spotty"
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until late December. Ex-vessel prices were soft the first. half of the year and were
followed by a general downward trend. Later, prices climbed to more profitable levels.
Shrimpers reported problems with TEDs due to the increased numbers of stone crab traps
being set on "traditional" offshore shrimping grounds.

Coastal Pelagics:

King mackerel catch per unit effort and total landings for each user group were up in
1992 compared to recent years. By the January 9 closure, approximately 350 thousand
pounds of king mackerel had been landed in two days of fishing by the ten roller rig
gillnet boats. The king mackerel handline fleet enjoyed good catches as well as the
private, charter boats working Florida waters. On April 1 the commercial trollers (and
one net boat) sought king mackerel off the Dry Tortugas. Although troll catch rates were
often very high, the fish left the area after a warm front hit on April 2. It was not until
mid-December that the fishery resumed in earnest. At that time, scores of boats trolled
the Gulf northwest of Marquesas in attempts to recoup losses suffered as a result of the
poor spiny lobster season. By December 31 they had landed more than 300· thousand
pounds of king mackerel. For mostof the year ex-vessel prices for king mackerel were
soft and seldom exceeded $0.75/lb (gutted weight) for catches landed in quantity.

Early in 1992, the Spanish mackerel gillnet fishery operated far below its historical
potential, despite the effort of several boats from the Florida east coast. Lower demand
and low ex-vessel prices ($0.30/lb) were the main reasons. Adverse weather (mostly as
a result of the February 5 storm) and the depredations of vast schools of sharks hindered
crews from finding and striking mackerel. For similar reasons, when the Spanish
mackerel returned to the area in December, few boats actively pursued them.

The dolphin fish fishery operated on a lesser scale than in previous years. The market
had already been flooded with cheap imports when the dolphin arrived. The fish stayed
so far offshore that few crews t.argeted them during. the early summer "off season"
because of the trap fisheries.

Spiny Lobster:

The spiny lobster industry in 1992 suffered a second straight year of lower catches. The
orily exception was the continued high production of lobster from the grounds off the Dry
Tortugas. Spiny lobster catches there showed upswings in February and September .

. Most fishermen blamed the degradation of Florida Bay and lobster migrations induced
by Hurricane Andrew for the abnormal declines. Although ex-vessel prices were high
at the start of the year, they dropped back to very low levels when the spiny lobster
season reopened in August. The initial low lobster price caused the crews to strike, and
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the dealers, despite citing weak domestic and overseas markets, raised ex-'vesselprices
by $O.75/lb, so that most live catches sold for $3.50/lb.

Florida agencies proposed closing extensive areas-off Key Largo to both commercial and
sports spring lobster harvests. Fishermen received notice that in accord with Florida's
trap reduction plan, they likely would be allowed far fewer spiny lobster traps than the'y
were accustomed to fishing. This situation, and the prospect of being barred from
fishingin the Florida Keys National MarineSanctuary "no-take zones, " continue to upset
many fishermen. As for the sports lobster fishery, in an effort to lessen the impact of
the special "mini-season," Florida switched the dates to mid-week (but weekend dates for
EEZ waters remained as before) and increased the -bag limit only _for those lobster
harvested in Dade County. The measure did seem to reduce the number divers visiting
the Keys, but the Florida Marine Patrol handed out 189 citations and 421 warnings for
the two-day event.

Stone Crabs:

The stone crab fishery generally had lower catches for most of 1992. Early in the year,
fishermen said landings were down owing to the mild winter. Then, when the stone crab
season reopened in October, catches soon proved to be less than expected. As a result,
ex-vessel prices increased $O.2511bacross all grades.

Fish:

The most significant event with regard to reef fish was Amendment 4 to the South
Atlantic Council's Snapper Grouper Plan. The new Plan called for commercial permits,
stricter size/bag limits, and a ban on all fish traps. This caused a shifting of trap effort
to EEZ Gulf waters, where fish traps are still legal. The handliners targeted yellowtail
snapper, glutting markets and depressing ex-vessel prices during the spring peaks of
spawning, effort, and catches. -Catches of gray snapper proved to be less than.
anticipated. Fishermen reported that gray snapper never really underwent the June-July
spawning "bite", despite large schools being seen on the reefs. Mutton snapper that
gathered on Riley's Hump southwest of the Dry Tortugas to spawn yielded high catches -

- to fish trappers and bottom longliners during June. The transient shark longline boats
which operate the Keys in the autumn and winter were effectively barred from targeting
sharks in Florida waters in April. -

Recreational Fisheries:

In 1992 recreational fisheries had both ups and downs. The numbers of the charter fleet-
and private boats were swelled by additional craft. Yet, the domestic recession and the
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aftermath of Hurricane Andrew undoubtedly lowered the overall number of people
participating in recreational fishing trips. Still, most sources reported good fishing
offshore and inshore, and a continued upsurge in the ethic of catch and release fishing.

COLLIER TO PINELLAS/MANATEE COUNTIES

Weather:

Highlights for 1992 included mostly very dry conditions except during the summer rainy
season. Strong gale storms occurred in February and October. This area had no major
problems with Hurricane Andrew, which hit mainly to the south of the area in late
August.

Shrimp:

1992 was yet another depressed year for the local shrimp fishery, although shrimp
landings did begin to improve by the end of the year. Total shrimp landings for 1992
were 1.7 million pounds, up 6% from 1991, but still the fourth lowest year on record.
Total trips were 931 in 1992 compared to 916 in 1991. Shrimp catches were up at the
beginning of the year, because of a strong recruitment of smaller shrimp, but fell
steadily through the remainder of the 1991-92 season. This had many shrimp vessels
ceasing fishing or leaving the area by early June for Texas. However, many vessels
returned' early to Florida due to the poor Texas shrimp season. Good catches in
November-December helped the industry to recover from otherwise poor shrimp seasons
on both sides of the Gulf.

In August, Hurricane Andrew did not produce the hoped-for dramatic surge in shrimp
landings thatDonna, the last major hurricane, had produced in 1960. This was probablY
due to the fairly small area affected by the path of the storm, and the compact area in
which winds were of hurricane force.

Pink shrimp, with"unusual pepper-like black dots on the carapace, were being caught on
local grounds and this caused some concern among shrimpers. Other unusual reports
included an increase in the incidence of "cancer" shrimp (hard, black growth) and
"cotton" shrimp (white, cooked appearance) in the catches. There were reports of
"Contoy" shrimp (f. brasiliensis) showing up in deeper water on the Dry Tortugas.
grounds. A few vessels fished for royal red shrimp and sold them to buyers on Florida's
.upper east coast. Bay shrimp landings from Charlotte Harbor remained low due to fewer
craft fishing as a result of increasing Federal (TED) and state regulations. The practice
continued of most shrimp landings in this area being "peddled," thus bypassing many
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wholesale shrimp dealers. Some dealers complained these landings were not being
recorded on Florida trip tickets.

Most area shrimpers settled into using either a modified version of the Andrews TED or
a Parish TED, both similar soft-type TEDs. Resigned acceptance of TEDs became more
and inore the prevalent attitude, even to including some praise of them for their bycatch
reduction, but there were still numerous protests and grumblings.

Shrimp prices fluctuated throughout the year. Prices ended the year mostly within 10%
of those at the start of the year, except for 71/80s and smaller "tails," which were down
sharply in price by 22 to 40%.

Fish:

-Traditional "mullet-skiff" gillnet fishermen continued to fish under ever-increasing
pressure for their restriction or elimination. as recreational groups collected signatures
on a net ban petition. Mounting Florida state restrictions and proposed regulations had
fishermen and dealers from all over the area atteliding a variety of meetings and public
hearings to make sure their sides were heard. A proposal to close mullet fishing for half
of the roe season each year was at least temporarily stopped due to a legal challenge by
commercial groups.

Although the 1991-92 roe-mullet season ended On the downside, it was followed by a
scarcity of mullet in the spring, driving prices as high as $0.45/lb. Strong roe-mullet
catches prevailed through the summer to the start of the 1992.•93 roe season. The 1992-
93 roe season started in late October with roe yields higher earlier than usual but then
slowing in November. Mullet landings were quite strong by December, with prices
reaching$1.80/lb for roe mullet. Net fishermen continued to fish for pompano,
sheepshead, jacks, whiting, bait fish, and some mackerel when not mullet-fishing. There
was only a very small amount of spotted seatrout fishing, as trammel nets have become
fairly scarce. Bait fish purse seiners fished mostly for thread herring and not the
restricted Spanish sardines. Mounting pressure continued for still more regulations on
purse-seiners who were accused of being responsible for decreased bait fishpopulations
and resulting declines in pelican populations.

Mackerel landings continue to -increase. There were brief periods of gillnetting for
Spanish mackerel during the spring and fall runs. Prices ranged from $0.20 to $0.75/1b
due to fluctuating market demand. There was a short period of king mackerel landings,
caught mostly by a few trollers and hook-and.:.liners. Prices for king mackerel ranged -
from $0.90 to as high as $2.75/lb. Overall, landings and targeting of mackerel remained
relatively modest in 1992, because only a few fishermen were willing to gear up for them
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during these brief runs.

Reef fish landings, mainly groupers, appeared to continue on a somewhat downward
trend in 1992. This was in part due to fewer vessels and the effect of increasing
regulations on reef fish in the Gulf., Grouper fishing remained open throughout 1992
since. the quo.taswere never met. Red grouper continued to be the main catch, but a fair
ll1l1oun~of deep-water reef fish were landed. Prices on groupers were erratic due to
seasonal demand and import pressure. A big drop in prices in late spring/early summer
recovered by July. The Collier County fishery, mostly in the summer, was made up
largely of fi~h trappers, many of whom eventually switched to stone crab trapping during
that season. Traps remained the main reef fish gear, with "bandit" hook-and-line gear
being the prevailing gear in Lee county, and longlining the main gear type in Charlotte
.County and northward. The red snapper closures had little effect in this area, where red
snapper is a small bycatch. Fishermen complained that the red snapper closure was not
necessary in the southern Gulf. Longliners put a proposal before the Gulf Council to
move the minimum longlining depth inshore to 15 fathoms from its current 20 fathoms.

There were a fair number of swordfish longliners working out of Collier County
(Naples), many of whom worked the Dry Tortugas elbow and the Gulf. Some of these
sold much of their catches to Florida east coast dealers, but an increased amount of
swordfish went through Naples in 1992. Vessels that used to work out of Manatee
County either went elsewhere or switched to reef fish longlining. Swordfish prices were
high during the first part of 1992, up to $6.50/lb for markers(over 100 lbs) with a $5.00-
$5.50/lb overall average. There was only a small amount of shark longlining.

Crabs:

The stone crab fishery was generally stable overall, as it has been for many years.
Catches were somewhat erratic during the latter half of the 1991-92 season, as prices
increased to as high as $4.75/lb for medium claws and to $7.50/Ib for jumbo size claws.
A smaller average size of stone crab claw was noted by the latter part of the 1991-92
season. The 1991-92 season was called "average" overall. The 1992-93 season
.experienced the usual strong catches at the opening of the season in October, but there
was no problem with an opening glut as there was in 1991, so prices rose by the end of
October. Catches remained average to a little below average for the rest of the stone
crab season.

The blue crab fishery was fairly stable in 1992, with landings steadily improving and
prices generally falling throughout the year. Prices ranged from $0.40-$0.90/lb,
averaging $0.50-$0. 65/lb. A new, comprehensive set of state regulations is being
prepared for the blue crab fishery ..
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Lobster:

Hurricane Andrew lowered spiny lobster prices at the start of the 1992-93 season due to
disabled buyers in Miami and other areas, but prices soon recovered. There were only
a few lobster trappers in Collier County again this year.

PINELLAS - WAKULLA COUNTIES

Weather:

1992 produced an unusually rough fishing year, with at least one strong weather front
moving through each month, thus crippling fishing activity. Although the area was not
affected by Hurricane Andrew, it did see a barrage of bad storms including a tornado that
caused large scale damage to the area. Luckily the fishing industry was not affected.
A red tide formed to the south but did not make its way this far north. Fish kills were
reported well offshore as a result of the red tide.

Reef fish:

Reef fish landings of all the major target species were higher than in 1991. Red grouper, .
gag, and amberjack increased 24%, 23%, and 39%, respectively. Deep water
groupers(i.e., yellowedge and snowy) increased 38%. Fish trappers in northern counties
landed 62% more sea bass than in 1991. This increase was fueled by an influx of neW
boats into this fishery from S1. Marks.

Grouper landings peaked in February, during the spawning aggregations. Boats reported
a short spawning season; most fish were spawned out by mid-March. Longliners
averaged 4,225 lbs/trip, bandit boats 1,365 lbs/trip, and deep water longliners 6 thousand
lbs/trip. Production from deep water boats only lasted a few months in the winter. In
early May, longliners began picking up large amounts of gag, which signaled their
summertime migration into shallow water. This year bandit boats were able to fish
within sight of the beaches, in 40-80 fathom depths. Shortly thereafter they moved back
to deeper water, as competition from recreational anglers and catches of undersized fish
became problems.

Even though Hurricane Andrew missed this fishing· area, reef fishing was inconsistent
for the latter half of August and all of September. It was not until October. that fishing
picked up; October turned out to be the busiest month of the year. The hurricane may
have caused an unusual northward movement of silk snapper. Typically, the northern
range of silk snapper is Naples. After the hurricane, silk snapper were being caught as
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far north as Bradenton.

Grouper prices remained high throughout the spring, since production could not meet
demand due to weather conditions. 'Grouper prices crashed to nearly $0.50/lb in early
June, when most boats in the Gulf unloaded trips, but by July the prices had rebounded
and remained,stable at $2.50/lb (gag) and $2.00/lb (red grouper) for the remainder of the
yr.ar. AmberjaclCfishing had a good year; boats averag~d 1,850 pounds for a two-day
trip. Larger amberjack moved offshore in the late summer leaving the "smaller" fish
behind. These "small" fish averaged 32-34 inches in length and 15-20 pounds in weight.
Boat captains would like to see the size limit lowered. Normally, small amberjack school
with the larger individuals and it is not possible to target just large fish. Since most
amberjacks swallow the hook, it is felt that survival of released fish is low.

In 1992 the Southern Offshore Fishing Association(SOFA) proposed to allow longliners
to fish inshore to 15 fathoms. Some persons in the reef fish industry fear a closure
within nine months and a dramatic price drop if approved. Others in the fish industry
believe that if fisherman are allowed to fish inshore to 15 fathoms that one year of strong
fishing could destroy the recent progress made to restore the red grouper population. If
enacted, the bandit boats would like to see the quota split by gear type so they could
continue to fish until their quota is filled.

Shark:

Shark landings increased 41% in 1992. Eleven new boats entered the shark fishery and
the "split" trip became very popular. On split trips boats make one shark set at night and
fish grouper during the day. Shark landings started low in 1992 and climbed gradually
throughout the summer. As the weather deteriorated, shark landings tapered off.
Following heavy shark landings in June, prices dropped from $0.70Ilb to $0.45Ilb and
remained low throughout the rest of the year.

Net fishing:

Mullet landings increased 41 % in 1992. Mullet landings began to increase in June and
remained high through September. Dealers limited boats to 200 lbs/day, because they
could not sell all the mullet that was being landed. A regulation was proposed that
would close mullet netting for the last two weeks of each month of the roe season. The
regulation was not supported by the mullet industry and did not pass. Mullet fishermen
would prefer regulation during the summer peak to allow more mullet to survive until
spawning. Pressure to ban mullet netting has increased, as recreational interests continue
to push for legislation. Three traditional mullet grounds closed: two due to the presence
of seagrass beds and one because nearby residents did not like seeing the net boats on

19



"their" water.

Spanish mackerel landings increased 47% in 1992, The spring mackerel run produced
heavy landings in February and March; with landings moderate through April. By mid-
March the market was flooded with Spanish mackerel and the price fell from $0.45 to
$O.20Ilb. The fall run was slow, with October producing good Spanish mackerel
iandings. Rough weather conditions throughout Novefllber limited effort.

Jack crevelle landings increased 28% from 1991. Landings remained steady from mid
summer through early winter.

Tilapia landings increased 13% in 1992. -Many gillnetters turned to cast nettingwhen
conditions were too rough on the bay. Catches of mojarra, a bycatch of tilapia fishing,
increased 29% from 1991.

Catches of thread herring by purse seines increased 29% from 1991.

Shrimp:

Pink shrimp landings increased 10%, with peaks in the early summer. As always, the
shrimp boats left for Texas in late June. Many returned home earlier than usual, since
shrimp catches there were poor. They returned to find rock shrimp abundant off
Apalachicola. Rock shrimp catch rates remained high through the summer and remained
steady through September. The smaller inshore boats enjoyed increased shrimp catches,
but many were cited by the Florida Marine Patrol for violation of an average size count
law tliatwas enforced this year.

Crabs:

Landings of blue crabs increased 35%; trap effort increased 44% over 1991. Blue crab
landings peaked in the early summer; prices remained stable throughout the year.
Crabbers in the Cedar Key.area reported trouble with blacktip sharks, green turtles and
loggerhead turtles hitting their traps.

Stone Crab production was up 49% from 1991. Landings of large stone crab claws
increased 53%, while mediums increased 44% from 1991. Large claws comprised the
larger portion of the stone crab landings during 1992. Usually the large stone crabs are
harvested by inshore crabbers, however; they are becoming more common offshore as
well. Offshore stone crab landings increased 3 o/c from 1991.
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Oysters:

Oyster production in Wakulla County increased 58% from 1991. This increase was in
part due to increased effort by fishermen forced out of other fisheries and by better water
conditions. Oyster landings in the Cedar Key area increased 14% in 1992. This area
has switched to oyster farming .. There are very few oyster tongers left. The farm raised
oysters brought $2.03/lb versus those tonged at $2.31/lb.with both prices being lower
than in 1991.

Sponge:

Sponge landings increased 20% from 1991. This increase was driven by two factors:
better quality sponges and increased effort. Many part-time spongers resumed fishing
after a poor 1991 season. The average 1992 price dropped 14% across all species
compared to 1991.

Recreational fishing:

Grouper fishing was very heavy, but only about one in ten fish caught were of legal size.
The king mackerel season came on schedule. The spring mackerel tournament produced
many "schoolies" with an average weight near 15 pounds; the fall event produced fewer
fish but they were larger (average 27 pounds). Anglers tagged and released 350 fish
during the tournament. Seasonal catches offshore included amberjack and cobia. Inshore
waters produced steady catches of snook, redfish, and seatrout. Seasonal catches of
tarpon and Spanish mackerel were good.

GULF - ESCAMBIA COUNTIES

Fish:

Netters had a very productive year. The number of purse seiners increased from 9 to
20 due to some beach seiners switching gear. There was the usual gillnet and some
beach seine activity. The fishing year started off very slowly until April, when Spanish
mackerel showed up. Although fewer boats fished for Spanish mackerel locally, 1992
landings in the area increased 43%. Cigarfish showed up the last week in April and
demand for them was quite strong. Water temperatures were colder in early May, which
might explain why ladyfish and blue runners didn't come inshore until late May.
Landings of all bait species were strong until late July heat drove the fish offshore.
There was some friction during the season between purse and beach seiners, because the
purse seiners with their planes out-competed the beach seiners. Fishing improved in
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September and October. The fall run of ladyfish was very poor, due in part to bad
weather. Overall, preliminary landings data show that catches increased 39% for
cigarfish. 13% for blue runners and only slightly for ladyfish compared to 1991.
Landings were down 35% for Spanish sardines. The gillnetters had a relatively good
year for mullet; landings were 43% higher than in 1991.

Grouper landings increased 5% from 1991. The number of bottom longliners increased
from 14 in 1991 to 22 in 1992. The longliners targeted yellowedge and red groupers.
Since grouper fishing was very slow during the summer. a couple of longliners went
after tuna. The grouper handliners complained about the small size and scarcity of gag
off this region.

The handline fishery (primarily for vermilion and red snappers) was very strong. There
were 148 part and full time boats iil the fishery. The red snapper fishery opened January
1 and the market was flooded by the end of the first week. The ex-vessel price dropped
from $2.40 to $1.70/Ib. The boats had no trouble catching fish. Most of the boats from
this area fished off Alabama and Louisiana. There were more 2-4 pound size fish in the
catches than had been in rriany previous years. The large catches ended with a quota
closure in February and a subsequent re-opening for one month with a 1000-pound trip
limit. After the final closure of the fishery. most of the handliners went fishing for
vermilion snapper and scup. Despite the short season, red snapper landings were 10%
above those of 1991. Vermilion snapper landings were 44% higher than in 1991 and ex-
vessel prices were higher than ever. Some of the reef fish boats had a difficult time
financially after the closure. After Hurricane Andrew in late August, there were more
red snapper off this area than there had been in previous years. The charter and sport
boats had no trouble getting their red snapper limits during 1992.

Twenty -one surface longliners unloaded tuna and other oceanic species, down from 28
in 1991. Reported landings of yellowfin tuna were considerably higher than in 1991.
The data received in 1992 from local tuna huyers who bought across the Gulf
(representing 826 trips) showed the average size of yellow fin tuna in 1992 was 66.6
pounds, down from 78.8 pounds in 1991 and the average catch of tuna per trip was 4579
pounds compared to 3658 pounds in 1991. The small tuna that pulled the average size
down really showed up in June. The boats didn't target dolphin fish, a bycatchspecies,
as much as they did in 1991 and consequently landings of dolphin were down.

There were only 11 shark boats unloading in this area in 1992. down from 18 in 1991,
but state landings increased considerably.

King mackerel landings were up in 1992. as more and more boats switched gears to fish
for them during the summer and fall runs.
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Crabs:

It was another poor year for the blue crab fishery. Crab landings decreased for the
second straight year. Fishermen complained that the now "plentiful" redfish are eating
the crabs.

Oysters:

Oyster landings were down in 1992 with demand being off due to several deaths and the
subsequent health warnings .resulting .from eating raw oysters which were tainted with
infectious bacteria.

Shrimp:

The biggest shrimp news in 1992 wa~ the enormous increase in rock shrimp landings.
Even though prices weren't that high, the quantities landed more than made fishing worth
the effort.

FRANKLIN COUNTY

The weather was near normal in 1992; however, the spring was windy with several
storms that dumped large quantities of rain. The summer had average temperatures and
more storms that dumped large quantities of rain. The winter was relatively warm and
dry, so by year's end, the rainfall was 4 inches below average.

Crabs:

Preliminary 1992 data indicate the blue hard-shell crab catch remained constant;
however, the number of boats exploiting blue crabs is down. Only three soft-shell crab
producers were still in business, so soft-shell catch production was lower than in 1991.

Oysters:

After 1991, the best oyster season since the hurricanes of 1985, there was hope that 1992
oyster season would be as good. However, media attention to a death from a bacterial
infection carried by oysters and several rain closures combined to make 1992 a bad year
for the oystermen. Harvest was 65% lower than in 1991. There was just no market for
local oyster production.
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Shrimp:

Total shrimp production increased 15% in 1992 compared to 1991. Rock shrimp
comprised 45% of the 1992 catch. When rock shrimp was factored out, the rest of the
shrimp catch matched 1991 performance. Rock shrimp prices dropped to $0.45Ilb, and
every freezer in the county was loaded to the gunnels.

Fish:

Net fishing continued to be a principal fishery for Franklin County. Roe season mullet
landings were so heavy that the fish houses started buying them for bait. Later, dealers
stopped buying them altogether and prices dropped to as low as $O.t5/lb. Spanish
mackerel and spotted seatrout landings were double the 1991 landings; king mackerel
landings were down by the same margin. Bait fish landings remained constant.

Longline landings have increased, but the fish are trucked in from as far west as
Louisiana and as far south as Tarpon Springs, Florida. Combined grouper landings
increased 16% from 1991 and combined snapper landings increased 36%, with most of
the snapper increase being from several huge loads of red snapper that tripled the 1991
landings. Vermilion snapper landings increased 45 % and the price increased from
$L251lb to $1. 851lb, due in part to the red snapper season closing in February.
Amberjack landings were down 35% and the fish were small. Shark and shark fin
landings both increased, 40% and 87%, respectively from 1991;

ALABAMA

Summary:

Total landings increased 8% to 23.7 million pounds, while total value decreased 3% to
$35.6 million in 1992. In 1992 shrimp were down 10%; oysters landings tripled.

Shrimp:

Shrimp landings in 1992, down 10% from the 1991, were also down 10% from the $-
year average. In the first six months, Alabama shrimp vessels ranged from the northern
Gulf to the Florida's West Coast for brown and pink shrimp and reported a 25 %
reduction in catches. When the 1992 Alabama brown shrimp season opened inshore,
landings were fair but the shrimp were below normal size for the second consecutive
year. White shrimp landings from Mobile Bay in October were noticeably improved;
boats caught about two boxes of large shrimp tails per day, while boats working in
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Mississippi Sound caught less than two boxes of shrimp per day of mixed sizes.

Shrimp tail prices started the year about $lllb less compared to.the same period last year
and stayed that way until June, but finished the year $0.40 higher/lb. Heads-on prices
increased during the year before leveling off in August and declined by as much as
$0.30/lb for large and medium count shrimp in October.

Oysters:

Alabama produced 1.2 million pounds of oyster meats in 1992,. triple the production in
1991. Public reefs accounted for 98% of the landings, with most of the oysters coming
from waters west of the Dauphin Island Bridge. Private beds accounted for only 2% of
the oyster landings in 1992. Except for a brief period in March when waters were
closed, oyster landings were steady for the first eight months with a limit of eight sacks
per day per boat. Oyster landings further increased in September through December
when twelve sacks per catcher were allowed, usually taken in less than a day. Price pet·
sack pound stayed steady at $0. l1/lb except for a brief period in September. Shucked
oysters brought the fishermen $17/gal. Overall, oyster prices to the boats declined 20%'
in 1992. Local oyster production showed a significant increase, but shucking
plants/processors remained heavily dependent on out of state oyster stock to keep plant
production at a high level.

Crabs:

Blue crab production in 1992 was 3.5 million pounds, up 29% fpr the year and equal to .
the last five years' average. Blue crab catches were off 50% for the first four months,
during which"time a number of crabbers temporarily switched to the more productive
oyster fishery. Catches increased in May and did well for the rest of 1992. Blue crab
prices to the boats varied widely, ranging from $0.70/lb in February to $0.25/lb from
June to August. For 1992, prices increased an average of $0.06/lb. Local crab
processing plants remained dependent on out of state suppliers, primarily Louisiana, for
most of their production.

Finfish:

Finfish landings were 5.45 million pounds, up 37% for 1992. Mullet increased 6%, but
menhaden (bait) still exceeded it as the volume leader, while shark slipped to third in
rank after a 50% reduction in landings during 1992. Although mullet landings increased,
valuable roe mullet taken in the fall declined 20%. Red snapper landings increased 20%
in the abbreviated season, but increased effort saturated the market, with prices dropping
as low as $2/lb.
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Fuel:

Diesel fuelprices stayed steady at $0.62 to $O.68/gal during 1992.

Miscellaneous:

The Bayou La Batre fishing boat construction industry was steady for 1992 and at the
same level in 1991, with the majority of the boats being exported to foreign countries.
Several new shrimp vessels joined the fleet, but the overall number of shrimp craft
decliried as more were sold or left the area.

MISSISSIPPI

Summary:

Landings of all species excluding-menhaden were down 8% (1.2 million pounds) from
the 14.3 million pounds in 1991. Value for all species including menhaden was down
9% ($2.9 million) from 1991.

Shrimp: -

Shrimp landings were 10.2 million pounds, down 14%, with a value of $19.8 million,
down 3% from 1991. Average price per pound was up $0.21 to $1. 951lb. Brown
shrimp comprised 73% of the landings caught during "thesummer season. White shrimp
were 24%, with pink shrimp, rock shrimp and sea bobs compromising the remaining 3%.

Oysters:

Landings of oysters in 1992 increa~ed dramatically with 708 thousand pounds uf oyster
meats reported, valued at $808 thousand. The Mississippi Bureau of Marine Resources
opened the -oyster tonging reefs \in early fall for oystermen before winter rains could
cause pollution resulting from rai~fall runoff Processors more than met the market
demand for oy~ters. The amountS of oysters trucked in from other states were lower as
a result of increased state landings.

Crabs:

Hard blue crab landings declined 2% to 443 thousand pounds, but increased 29% in
value to $207 thousand in 1992.
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Finfish:

1992 landings were down 7%, due to a decline in landings of industrial fish and
menhaden. Demand for pet food fish remained steady. Foodfish landings were down
16%; landings of red and black drum, and vermilion snappers increased, but landings of
eleven other major species decreased.

Demand for roe mullet was high; landings increased 8% to 473 thousand pounds in 1992.
The value of roe mullet increased to $379 thousand, double that of 1991. Red snapper
landings were down 3% ,but up 6% in value, since landings were limited by the quota.
Vermilion snapper landings increased 41 % in 1992 and value increased 37% ..
Sheepshead landings were down 40% and flounder landings were down 52% from 1991.

LOUISIANA

SUMMARY:

Total 1992 Louisiana fish and shellfish landings decreased 18% to 978.5 million pounds,
but increased 13% in value to $276.4 million compared to 1991. A 22% decrease in
poundage of the high-volume/low-value menhaden fishery was offset by increases in
lesser-volume/high value species such as king mackerel, mullet, drum, shark, yellowfin
tuna, red snapper, other snappers, and shrimp.

Hurricane Andrew struck the Louisiana coast on August 25-26, 1992 and wreaked havoc
across the state. According to the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

. (LDWF), the total monetary damage to natural resources in the state was $266 million
and the hurricane had negative impacts. on the fishing industry. Over $10 million in
damages to product, seafood plants, and vessels was incurred. One fishing vessel, the
Lucky Le, sank as a result of Hurricane Andrew with all six Vietnamese crewmen

. presumed drowned.

At the request of the Gulf and South Atlantic Fishery ManagementCouncils, commercial
regulations in state waters for federally managed species were changed for red snapper,
king mackerel, Spanish mackerel and cobia. Regulations for these species are now
consistent in both state and federal waters.

The. offshore Artificial Fishing Reefs Program in the Gulf of Mexico, first· begun in
1986, was expanded by the LDWF. Oil companies donated oil and gas platforms, which
were toppled in place or towed to desired locations and submerged. The companies were
able to save a substantial amount of money over the otherwise expensive requirement (by
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law) to tow defunct platforms to shore. A portion of the savings were donated to the
state's program by the oil companies. There are some 40 thousand oil and gas platforms
in use by oil companies in the Gulf of Mexico, 90% of which are located off the
Louisiana coast. Nine sites and 24 structures are enrolled in the artificial reef program,
with more planned for 1993.

Shrimp:

Shrimp landings increased 2% in poundage and 2% in value from 1991, with most of the
increase in the small, low-valued winter sea bob. Brown shrimp landings were down
slightly while white shrimp remained constant.

Because of the debris left by Hurricane Andrew, NMFS suspended the TED law 'from
September to October 4, 1992 from the Mississippi River to the western border of the
Atchafalaya Bay area, from shore to 15 nautical miles offshore.

The more stringent TED regulations promulgated in December 1992 brought little
reaction from the shrimp industry since, it was during the slow shrimping time of the
year. The requirement to use TEDs in both inshore and offshore waters will surely
impact fishermen much more in mid-1993 when shrimping begins in earnest.

Menhaden:

This menhaden industry suffered a 22% decline in landings in Louisiana during 1992,
with landings the lowest since 1977. Although Hurricane Andrew played a part,
menhaden plants have merged and one plant, which has been experimenting with new
methods, suffered a temporary decline in menhaden production. In the entire state, there
are now only five menhaden reduction plants and one bait plant operating. The
menhaden industry is unique with all expenses and burden on the plant. Due to the low
value of menhaden, vessels in other fisheries do not "free lance" to fish and sell
menhaden to these plants. In addition to processing, plants must purchase ~heir own
(very expensive) vessels and gear, and hire crews to fish specifically for menhaden.

Oysters:

Oyster landings increased 26% from 1991, the first increase since oyster landings in
Louisiana began a steady decline in 1989. The increase would probably have been much
greater had those areas in the path of Hurricane Andrew not been severely damaged.
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Finfish: .

Offshore, increases were experienced in many fisheries. King mackerel landings
increased 87% (+508 thousand lbs), due mainly to "state waters" landings after the
federal zone closure. The state now has mackerel seasons that coincide with those in
federal waters. Sharks landings increased 53% (+1,319 thousand lbs). YeHowfm tuna
landings increased 31% (+ 1,595 thousand lbs). Grouper landings increased 26% (+ 101
thousand lbs), probably due to the red snapper closure which caused fishermen to target
grouper. Red snapper fishery landings increased 18% (+213 thousand lbs). The red
snapper quotas were reached very quickly in 1992, after which changes were made for
next year's red snapper regulations and quotas. Landings of other snappers increased
24% (+160 thousand lbs), and swordfish were down 3%(-25 thousand lbs).

Inshore, roe mullet landings increased 69% (+2,462 thousand lbs) in 1992. Black drum
landings increased 34% (+ 1,064 thousand lbs), and sheepshead up 25% (+603 thousand
lbs). Spotted seatrout landings were down 22% (-269 thousand lbs). Red drum was
declared a game fish again this year by the LDWF.

Crabs:

Blue crab landings decreased 2% (-1,233 thousand lbs), with prices fluctuating, going
up when supply was scarce and down when it was ample.

The Louisiana Crab Task Force got LDWF's approval for a stainless steel tag to be used
on crab traps for both commercial and recreational fishermen. The requirement went
into effect July 1, 1992.

Miscellaneous:

The LDWF and the U.S. Department of Interior's Minerals Management Service (MMS)
are producing a series of six large (25" x 35") full color saltwater fishing area maps
(from inshore to 30 miles offshore) available at a nominal cost. Together, the six maps
will span the entire Louisiana coast. Each map shows locations of oil and gas production
platforms, artificial reefs, wrecks, angling tips and species identification.

St. Mary. Iberia & Vermilion Parishes:

Summary:

This was the area Hurricane Andrew came through on August 25~26, 1992. All fisheries
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were affected. Offshore, aline of dead fish 5. to 10 feet wide and 20 miles long washed
ashore on Point Aux Fer Island south of Morgan City, the area where the eye of the
hurricane came ashore.

In the freshwater/basin area, over 70% of theare~'sfish population was destroyed, all
but eliminating the 1992 freshwater finfish industry. Restoration of the basin's resources..

began immediately. The Corps of Engineers opened flood gates to flush out rotting
water and debris. Restocking with fingerlings was begun by donations from conservation
and sports fishing groups and private businesses,

Shrimp:

Production rose 33% in Iberia Parish and 7% in Vennilion Parish, while that in S1.
Mary's Parish declined 5%. Prices in 1992 were stable. Processed peeled shrimp
production rose 31%, due somewhat to offshore waters remaining open during the late
winter and spring.

Finfish:

Decreased landings quotas in the spotted seatrout and red snapper fisheries, and restricted
seasons for both, contributed to the saltwater finfish production decline in 1992.

Gillnetters received additional regulation with mesh sizes and a new time schedule for
setting nets.

Crabs:

Live hard blue crab production was up in 1992, prices averaged $OA2/lb. Processed
hard crabs yielded between 6 to 13% meats, while retail prices ranged from $7 to $lOllb
of picked crab meat.

Soft crab production was low during 1992; ex-vessel prices averaged $2.29/1b. Retail
prices ranged from $15 to $21 per dozen ..

Several violent incidents involving crabbers and shrimpers occurred in Vermilion Bay
during 1992. A joint meeting of the two groups in December settled their conflict and
resulted in a cooperative agreement.

Oysters:

Hurricane Andrew nearly destroyed the local oyster beds. The only production of any
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significance occurred in the Marsh Island area. Recovery of these oyster beds is
expected to take at least 18 months. Oysters yielded 3.5% to 7% meats and prices
averaged $2.53/11>.

Crawfish:

Although the hurricane caused extensive damage to the fishing grounds and many of the
plants received serious damage, crawfish production was up and prices averaged $0.54/1b
during 1992. The average yield was 15% of picked crawfish meat. Sales of fresh live
crawfish were down, with most going to raw peeling processors. The U. S. Justice
Department is investigating alleged crawfish price fixing.

Menhaden:

Menhaden production decreased significantly immediately following Hurricane Andrew.
Fish oil production in 1992 was down 16-35%, meal production was up 9-15%, solubles
increased 18%.an~ bait production increased 29 %.

Plaquemines Parish:

Shrimp:

Landings for 1992 exceeded 15 million pounds and were about equal to 1991. Landings
of white and brown shrimp and of sea bobs were about equal to those of 1991. Without
the impact of the hurricane, shrimp landings probably would have shown an increase in
1992. The overall value of shrimp landings feU $1.5 million compared to 1991.

Cr'abs:

Production of blue crabs remained fairly constant, but prices were down 39% for 1991,
causing a lower value of nearly $0.5 million.

Oysters:

1992 oyster production was about the same as in 1991. Again, without Hurricane
Andrew, production would certainly have been higher. Ex-vessel sack prices were down
$l/sack at the end of 1992, selling for $12/sack, although prices ranged from $11.50 to,
briefly, $16/sack. For 1992, the vaJue of oyster production was down 16% (-$1.5
million).
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Finfish:

1992 finfish landings were down 20% (-60 million pounds). However, substantial ex-
vessel price increases resulted in a $2 million increase in value (up 8%) for 1992.
Specifically, menhaden landings were down 15%, gulf kingfish down 73 %, and black
drum up a dramatic 163% in 1992.

Fuel:

The price of diesel fuel dropped sharply but increased to $0.68/gal and was on an
upswing as 1992 closed.

Miscellaneous:

Debris left in the water from Hurricane Andrew caused TEDs to be even more unpopular
during the latter half of 1992. Shrimp effort interviews remained almost impossible to
get, since Vietnamese made up about 80% of the fishermen in this area and were
unwilling or unable to talk with NMFS port agents. Dock owners grudgingly cooperated
but would not conduct or translate interviews.

Orleans. St. Tammanv and St. Bernard Parishes:

Shrimp:

CrabS:

Landings of hard blue crabs were down 8% (-800,000 Ibs), but the value was up for
1992. Soft crab production, however, was 60 thousand pounds higher, butthe total
value was considerably less than in 1991.
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Oysters:

Oyster production was significantly higher in 1992, but prices were slightly lower in
1991.

Finfish:

Landings of 3,250 thousand pounds were reported, with a value of$1,355 thousand for
1992. 62% of the catch was black drum and sheepshead ..

Fuel:

The price of diesel fuel was $0.75 to $0.78/gal in 1992, up slightly from the 1991
average price of $O.72/gal.

Terrebonne Parish:

Shrimp:

Shrimp landings decreased 188 thousand pounds, and total trips (effort) were down 1,447
during 1992. Sea bob landings increased over a million pounds.

Shrimp landings were poor for the first half of the year. In the last half of the year,
shrimp sizes were small overall, but the waiving of the 100 count law helped the total
landings increase. Most of the small shrimp and sea bobs were peeled or dried by the
area's processing plants. Prices varied most of the year due to competition. No shrimp
dealers closed during 1992.

The TED controversy was quiet during 1992, with the red snapper bycatch controversy
taking its place.

Crabs:

Landings were good to fair during all of 1992. Ex-vessel prices ranged from. $0.30 to
$0.65/lb. More traps per fisherman were in use.

Oysters:

Oyster landings were lower in 1992. Prices were between $10 to $14Isack. Adverse
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publicity and concerns about pollution from the hurricane really hurt the oyster industry.
In addition, hurricane damage to homes kept most fishermen home, so local dealers
resorted to shucking oysters trucked in from out-of-state.

Miscellaneous:

Terrebonne Parish is just east of where the eye of the Hurricane Andrew came ashore
in late August 1992. Flood damage to homes was extensive. Relief effort tame to the
area in the forms of money, food, lumber and labor for housing. Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) made many grants and loans in the area. At the end of
the year some families had not yet returned home, but were living with family members,
friends or in free housing. Hurricane repairs were still going on in all areas, with the
recovery period being long and expensive.

Upper Jefferson Parish:

Shrimp:

Shrimp landings in the first half of 1992 increased 8%, but decreased in the last half
about 10%. Overall, landings were down 2% from 1991 and down 13% over a 5-year
period.

Crabs:

Production of hard blue crabs increased slightly in 1992, although the 5-year average was
down 30 to 35%. Dealers bought mostly culled crabs, with ex-vessel price increases of
about $0.30/lb. Very little crabbing occurred between May and November, but, after
the shrimp season, a few fishermen went back to crabbing.

Oysters:

The number of sacks of oysters landed during 1992 declined, but oyster meat yield
production increased 5%. Prices were 15% to 20% lower than in 1991.

Finfish:

Gulf vessels trawled for "bull drum,1/ Gulf kingfish (king whiting), flounder, and
sheepshead, which yielded fair to moderate catches, while inshore giUnetters landed
mostly spotted seatrout. Inshore trotliners caught mostly freshwater catfish and gars ..
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Fuel:

The price of gasoline ranged from $1.12 to $1.27/gal, down about $0.03 on the high end
from 1991. The price of diesel fuel ranged from $0.62 t~ $O.78/gal, down about
$0.03/gal.

Ice:

The price of ice was from $0.25 to $0.50 lower for a 300-pound block, compared to last
year's average of $6.50/block.

Miscellaneous:

Heavy rainfall well above the annual average, Hurricane Andrew's disruption of the fall
shrimp season, continuation of non-tariffed fishery imports, state/federal fishery quotas,
and more stringent TED regulations all had adverse impacts on the fisheries. With only
one shrimp canning plant left in the New Orleans area, shrimp dealers trucked excess
shrimp to Mississippi and Alabama plants.

Lafourche Parish & Grand Isle Area:

Shrimp:

Shrimp landings in 1992 were down 14% in Lafourche Parish and 19% in Grand Isle
Parish. The shrimp season started very slowly, with very small brown shrimp, and did
not improve significantly .. However, the scarcity of shrimp caused prices" to rise, with
three price increases in one day, and prices remained high for the rest of 1992. After
Hurricane Andrew, offshore landings improved greatly and larger vessels had good
shrimping trips all the way into 1993.

Crabs:

Crab landings were virtually unchanged from 1991, except for a slowdown toward" the
end of 1992. Prices were about the same as in 1991.

Oysters.:

Many oyster beds were slightly buried under mud as a result of Hurricane Andrew.
toward the end of 1992 oyster iandings rebounded enough to make the overall average
price lower than in 1991.
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Finfish:

The red snapper season, which had been closed since August 1991, started with a bang
in 1993, with much effort and heavy landings (10 to 15 thousand lbs for a two-day trip)
driving prices down quickly from $3 to $1.50Ilb. Red snapper landings continued he(ivy
and, before the end of February, the season was closed. However, after protest froriltbe
fishermen, the red snapper season was reopened for a month in late spring.

Mackerel landings were good right from the opening season on July 1. As with
snappers, king mackerel prices dropped from $0.80-1.20/lb to a low of $0. 50-$0. 70/1b.
Later, the prices rebounded to near the opening day prices of .1992.

Inshore, the spotted seatrout season opened September 1, 1992 with landings starting and
remaining low. There were good landings of sheepshead and drum, especially off the
beach in Grand Isle.

Fuel:

Fuel prices stayed very steady throughout 1992, with gasoline between $1 and$1.25/gal,
and diesel fuel between $0.55 and $0.65/gal.

. Miscellaneous:

Weather played a significant role during 1992. The beginning of 1992 were unusually
warm, spring rains were heavy, and sumlner weather was tropical.· .When Hurricane
Andrew came through in late August 1992, nearly every fish facility suffered ~ome
damage.

Cameron Parish:.

Shrimp:

The 1992 shrimp. production increased 33% (+3 million pounds).

Crabs:

Hard blue crabs landings in 1992 increased 19% from 1991 levels.
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Oysters:

Productionofoy~ters during 1992 was 20% higher than in·1991. The oyster season was
reopened and extended after an outcry from oystermen. Oyster prices ranged from $12
to $15/sack. A shortage of oyster buyers during 1992 drove- the price down, even though
production was higher and the quality of oysters was better.

Finfish:

Red snapper landings during 1992 increased 54%, flounder 33%, sheepshead 21 %, and
spotted sea trout 29%.

Menhaden:

Landings of menhaden during 1992 were 17% lower than in 1991.

TEXAS
Preliminary data suggest that Texas landings in 1992 were over 96 million pounds, a
11% decrease from 1991, and the value was about $181 million, a 15% decrease from
1991.
Fish:

Fish landings increased to 4.9 million pounds in 1992. Swordfish landings were 191
_thousand pounds (a 6% increase) with a value of $547 thousand (a 22 % increase).

Yellowfm tuna landings increased 18% to 1.3 mHlion pounds; ex-vessel value was a $2.4
million. _Bluefin tuna landings totaled 76 thousand pounds, more than triple the 1991
landings; value was $590 thousand. Bluefin tuna prices were as high as $17/lb,
depending on the quality of the fish.

Reef fish landings increased in 1992. Even though the season only lasted 53 days before
the quota was met, -red snapper landings (902 thousand pounds) were triple those of

- 1991. Grouper landings, (124 thousand pounds) increased 25%, but tilefish (only 5
thousand pounds landed) declined about 83% from 1991. Average prices declined
$0.221lb for red snapper (total value $1 ..5 million), increased $O.26/lb for grouper -(total
value $198 thousand) and remained stable for tilefish (total value $6 thousand).
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Shrinip:

Total shrimp landings were 85.1 million pounds (heads-on), a 11% decrease from 1991.
Total shrimp value decreased 16% to $167.2 million. Total shrimp landings in the bays
were about 21 million pounds, a 4% decrease from 1991.

Texas shrimp landings from Gulf waters decreased 18% to 61.2 million pounds; most-
of the catches occurred off the southern Texas coast .

. The Gulf shrimp closure off Texas in May, June and July 1992 extended -from the beach
to 200 miles .. This prohibited all shrimping outside the bays during the closure. The
Texas brown shrimp season got off to a slow start with catches in July and August being
much lower than normal, but catches remained steady during the winter months.

Once again some pond-raised "exotic" shrimp (Penaeus vanname i) accidentally escaped
into the Arroyo Colorado waters·. In February some "exotic" shrimp, .presumably last
year's escapees, were caught offshore of Port Mansfield. Shrimpers are ·still concerned
about. the possible consequences of the accidental introduction of potentially haimful
foreign shrimp species into local waters .

.Fuel:
Diesel fuel prices remained fairly stable during 1992 and ranged from $0.60 to
$0. 75/gal.

Oysters:

Preliminary 1992 oyster landings totaled 2.7 million pounds of meats, a 7% decrease
from 1991. Oyster beds were closed periodically throughout the 1992 season due to
heavy spring flooding. This resulted in lower than average oyster yields for the fourth
year in a row. Increased health c'oncerns 'also hampered the sale of oysters.

Crabs:

Preliminary blue crab landings for 1992 were of 6.1 millionpounds, about the same as
in 1991. Stone crab landings decreased to 86 thousand pounds, a 75% decline from
1991.

Regulations:

Despite continued protests by the shrimp industry, -regulations mandating year-round use
of TEDs were hnplemented starting December 1, 1992. Shrimpers were upset at the
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time of·notification, since most of them had already removed their TEDs (or the three-
month exemption period.

Coast .Guard personnel routinely boarded vessels engaged in shrimp fishing during .1992
to enforce the TED regulations. Although ~ED.compliance was better, many vessels
were cited for violations. A few vessels were caught fishing during the closure,
including one Mexican vessel. Some vessels were cited for Lacey Act violations:

NMFS port agents continued to encounter hostility on the docks, probably due to the
TED regulations .. This made it almost impossible to obtain shrimp interviews in some

..
areas ..

Snapper fishermen were upset at the nfree-for-alln red snapper fishing that occurred due
to the one-montl). suspension of permit requirements when the red snapper season opened
in January. This concentrated effort resulted in the red snapper quota being filled· in 53
days.

The reopening of the red snapper fishery April 3-May 14 permitted boats to fish under'
a 1,000 pound trip limit. This calmed a lot of tempers and allowed snapper fishermen,
especially on smaller vessels, to make an additional profit. At the same time fishermen
could qualify for the endorsements' that will go into effect in 1993.

Financial:

-1992was marked by a continuing trend of repossessions of vessels by lending institutions
and a growing reluctance by them to loan money for financing fishing vessels arid
seafood businesses. The shrimp fleet is in poor condition partly due to the generally
depressed economy. As a consequence, many craft have left the shrimp fishing .industry
or Were put up for sale. A number of shrimp vessels have. been sold and moved to
Central.American countries .. Numerous shrimp dealers sold their businesses, closed their
doors, or went bankrupt, and others are just barely making a living.
Weather:

All along the Texas coast annual rainfall in 1992 exceeded the historical average during.
1992. Heavy flooding OCcurred in many areas, mainly along the central and .northern

. Texas coastlines. Although Hurricane Andrew was no threat to this area, many vessels
returned to Texas port.s for safety. Mos~hoped for an increase in production as a result
of the storm; however, there. was only a small increase which lasted for only a few days.
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PORT ARTHUR:

Shrimp: .

.. Shrimp production for the area was 9.1 million pounds (heads-on weight), about the same
as 1991.

Fish:

Fish landings doubled to 279 thousand pounds in 1992. Red snapper landings quadrupled
to 42 thousand pounds and yellowfin tuna landings doubled to 160 thousand pounds;
Bluefin tuna landings totalled 32 thousand pounds, which was more than 40% of the total
bluefin tulia landed in the state.

Crabs:

Blue crab landings decIined.47% to 323 thousand pounds in 1992.

GALVESTON AREA

Shrimp:
...

Total.shrimp production for the Galveston area was 13.4 million pounds (heads-on
weightj~ a 30% increase from 1991. . Gulf vessels landed about the same amount of
shrimp as in 1991 (7.2 million pounds), but bay shrimp boats doubled their huidings (6.2
million pounds) ..

Galveston Bay experienced a heavy· influx of freshwater during the spring of 1992.
Initial catches of brown shrimp were small, but brown shrimp continued to be caught at
a steady rate until September. A mild winter may have contributed to increased white
shrimp catches in· the bay ..

Fish:

Total fish production for Galveston·.increased to 2.0 million pounds, a 67 % increase from
1991. Galveston remains a major longline landing port: over 805 thousand pounds of
yellowfin tuna,. 66 thousand pounds of swordfish, 36 thousand pounds of bltiefin tuna,
and about 472 thousand pounds of red snapper were landed during 1992 ..
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Oysters:

Total oyster production in Galveston Bay was 2.5 million pounds, a 14% increase froIX,l
1991. Heavy winter and spring flooding, caused a large part of the bay reefs to be closed
to oystering for most of the season.

Crabs:

Blue crab landings declined 14% to 2.5 million·pounds; Stone crab landings roseto
about 20 thousand pounds in 1992.

FREEPORT-PALACIOS-MATAGORDA

Shrimp:

Totai shrimp production for this area was 17.2 million pounds (heads-on weight), a 3%
increase from 1991.

Fish:

Fish landings increased 19% to 197 thousand pounds in 1992 and included a catch of 75
thousand pounds of red snapper. Flounder, Gulf kingfish (king whiting), and vermilion
. snapper were the other major species landed;

Crabs:

Blue crab landings continued to be extremely low (about 6 thousand pounds for 1992).

ROCKPORT-ARANSAS PASS-PORT LAVACA

Shrimp:

Total· shrimp landings for the area were approximately 23. Imillion pounds (heads-o~
weight), a 28% decrease from 1991. Offshore catches fell 34% to 10.9 million pounds
and :Baycatches decreased 19% to 12:2 million pounds heads •.on weight. .

Prolonged heavy spring flooding had fln adverse affect on the shrimp fishery. in this area.
When the bay brown.shrimp season opened May"15th, San Antonio Bay waters were
almost"completely fresh and remained so until early July. The other bay systems had
very low salinity readings during the same time. Shrimp catches were extremely poor
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during this time.

Fish:

Fish landings increased 16% to 989 thousand pounds in 1992. This included more than
133 tho~§3Pd pounds of red snapper, and 14 thousand pounds of swordfish.

, Oysters:

Due to heavy flooding and frequent reef closures in the bays, oyster production dropped
to 110 thousand pounds in 1992. '

Crabs:

Blue crab production increased 23% to 3.2 millionpounds in 1992.

BROWNSVILLE':PORT ISABEL

Shrimp:

Shrimp landings totaled' 19.2 million pounds (heads-on weight), a 33% decrease from
1991. The size of the shrimp fleet decreased slightly. since some vessels sank or were
sold.

Fi~h:

Total finfish landings for the area increased to 1.4 million pounds in 1992: Longline
a.ctivity continued. mainly for swordfish (108 thousand pounds), red snapper (178
thousand pounds) and yellowfin tuna (373 thousal)d pounds).

PUERTO RICO
, ,

, The fisheries of Puerto Rico are predominantly artisanal. multigear and multispecies.
Most fishermen concentrate their efforts on sballow water reef fish and on a variety of
shellfish, mainly spiny lobster and.queen conch.'

, .

Landings offish and shellfish were reported by fisheimen. fish. buyers, and fishing
associations around the 42 coastal muniCipalities and 92 fishing centers (landing areas).

In 1992. total reported landings of fish and shellfish was 2,044 thousand pounds. ' This
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was 419 thousand pounds less than 1991. Some species showed dramatic decreases from
1991' to 1992. Spiny lobster (fanulirus argus), 51 thousand pounds;. lane snapper
(Lutianus synagris), 48 thousand pounds; various species ottuna, 43 thousand pounds;
mackerels, 36 thousand pounds; grunts, 23 thousand pounds; and conch, 17 thousand
pounds. On the other hand, some species, showed increases: silk snapper (LutJanus
vivanus), 41·thousand pounds; various species of parrotfish; 24 thousand pounds; and

"qolpllirifish (Coryphaena hippurus), 16 thousand pounds.

Fish:

The most important fish in terms of percentage of total pounds landed in 1992 was silk
snapper, 10.2%; yellowtail snapper (Ocyurus chrysurus), 7.3%; various species of
groupers,' mainly red hind (Epinephelus guttatus), 6.1 %; various species of grunt,
mainly wtlite grunt (Haemulonplumieri), 5.7%; various species of parrot fish, 4.5%; lane
snapper, 4.5%; dolphinfish, 4.2%; various species of tuna, 3.4%; and mackerels and
wahoo (Scomberomorus cavalla and Acanthocybium solanderi), 3.4% ..

Shellfish:

The most important shellfish ip terms of percentage of total landed reported pounds for
1.992'were spiny lobster, 7.9%, and queen conch (Strombus gim), 4.4%.

Virgin Islands

Commercial fisheries in the U. S. Virgin Islands are best described as multi-species,
multi-method fisheries. Typical of this description is the shallow water reef fish complex
fishery, involving as many as 180 species and many harvesting methods which include
traps, hoo~ and line, nets, and spear fishing. Commercial fishermen introduced scuba
gear in the 1970s and monofilament gill nets in the 1980s which has had a tremendous
impact on the inshore stocks of reef fish, conch and spiny lobster. Inshore resources
have been further limited by water quality, environmental health, and availability of
suitable habitat on the relatively narrow insular shelf platforms. Inshore fishermen may
also harvest pelagic resources from the Same vessel as a result of the close proximity of
deep water close to shore ..

Fish:

Fish traps (pots) remain the most prominent method for. harvesting reef fish in the U; S.
Virgin Islands and account for 63% of the total catch. In 1992, approximately 9,000 fish
pots were used in the fishery. Census landings information from 1917 indicates that
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there were 356 fish pots in the St~ Thomas-St. John fishery which caught 350,482 Ibs of
fish or 9,845 Ibs/pot. Fish traps during 1992 from the same fishery (6,000 pots) caught
455,852 lbs of reef fish or 76Ibs/pot.

- -

Linefishing is the second most important commercial harvesting technique in St. Thomas,
St.John, and St. Croix, accounting for 16% of the total catch. Significant amounts of
offshore pelagics enter into this category; however, inshore versus offshore harvest is not
differentiated on the present catch form. Reported landings of finfish for St. Thomas-St.
John were 646,553 lbs and 469,729 lbs for St. Croix.

Data from S1. Croix indicated that 78% of the landings were reef fish ·species. Port
-' agents indicate that there is an increasing use of monofilament nets (gill and trammel

nets) used in combination witli scuba diving to harvest reef fishes on St. Croix. Target
fishes include several species of Scaridae, Acanthuridae and Pomadasyidae. Inshore
snappers and groupers comprise less than 5% of the catch by fish pot. Landings data
show a significant effort for pelagic species, such as tuna, dolphin, and wahoo.

Conch and Whelk:

Minimal amounts of whelk were reported harvested from both island groups. No conch
were reported harvested from the St. Thomas-St. John area. This reflects .a conch
harvest closure in effect for these waters. A total of 24,720 Ibs of conch were reported
on catch records for St. CroIx; however, landings surveys alone show 10,741 Ibs
harvested. - It is believed that the actual commercial landings of conch are more than
double that reported on catch fol'1lls.. -

Lobster:

Landings of spiny lobster for St. Thomas and St. John were 81,536 lbs. Landings of
spiny lobster for St. Croix were 32,928 lbs.

44



1992 REPORTED LANDINGS
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1992 STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS
SOUTHEASTERN .REGION

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES
A. Total Landings

1.63 billion pounds (round weight) valued at
786 million dollars - ex-vessel value

- Of 1.63 billion pounds
1.22 billion pounds were fish
0.41 billion pounds were shellfish

- Of 1.63 billion pounds
0.77 billion pounds for food
0.86 billion pounds for industrial purposes

B. Catch by Distance from Shore

DistMCe Bi II ion paunds. ~
Miles

0-3 1.1 69.5
3-200 .0.50 30.5

C. Landings by Major Species

SPECIES
1992

TIIlJSAND THOOSAND
~S DOlLARS

GROUPERS· 10,992
SNAPPERS· 9,420
KING MACKEREL 4,455
SPANISH MACKEREL·3,311
MENIIADEN 856,062
SHARKS 19,286
SWORDFISH 3,097
TUNA 12,278
OYSTERS· 19,490
SHRIMP . 246,771
SPINY LOBSTER 3,951
STONE CRAB .4,756

$21,574
$17,959

$5,684
$932

$43,516
$5,915

$11,326
$25,682
$44,668

$440,229
$14,611
$10,809

Note: Landings offish, lobster and
shrimp in live weight; oysters
in meat weight.
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MARINE RECREATIONAL FI~RIES

Atlantic & Gulf

Southeast
(South Atlantic &Gulf)

MAJOR SPECIES:, .

Spotted Seatrout
. Stalled Sardine
Pinfish
Hardhead Catfish
Red Drum
Atlantic Croaker

. Sheepshead
White.Grunt
Gray Snapper
Spanish Mackerel
Stripped Mullet
Black sea bass
Spot
Crevalle Jack
Sand Seatrout
Ladyfish
.Bluefish
Red grouper
Round scad
Atlantic thread herring
Pigfish .
Blue runner
False pilchard
Gafftopsail catfish
Southern kingfisb
Sand Perch
YeJlowtail Snapper
Gmnis .
Dolphin
King Mackerel
Snook
Southern Flounder
Gag grouper
Black Dmm

- 290.1 million fish'"
- 140.5 million pounds"''''

- 187.2 million fish'"
- 85.9 million pounds*'"

'" Total number of fish caught
"''''Estimatedweight of catch available for identification(Type A)

Source: Preliminary Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics
Survey. Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, 1993. Current
Fisheries Statistics, National Marine Fisheries
Service. NOAA, DOC, Silver Spring, MD.
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TABLE 1. PUERTO RICO LANDINGS BY SPECIES FOR 1992.

species Total Total Weighted
Pounds Value price/lb

Tuna 70,026 $ 89,633. $ 1.28
.Ballyhoo 25,109 27,369 1.09

Grunt 117,456 155,660 1.36
Hogffsh 21,218 40,314 1.90
Croaker 0 . 0 0.00
Trunkfish 40,066 61,301 1.53
Dolphin 85,260 136,416 1.60
Swordfish 0 0 0.00
Squi rrelf ish 6,040 7,490 1.24
Mullet 25,925 31,110 1.20
Jack 28,276 35,911 1.27
parrotfish 92,136 124,394 1.35
Marlin 5,098 6,882 1.35
Amberjack 932 429 0.46
Grouper 75,835 . 136,503 1.80

Reel Hind 42,015 72,266 1.72
Nassau . 6,611 10,776 1.63

Mojarra 19,898 27,459 1.38
Snapper

Lane 91,055 169,362 1.86
Yellowtai l 149,121 275,874 1.85
Silk 208,085 476,.515 2;.29
Mutton 32,538 62,473 1.92
Other Snapper 51,623 98,083 1.90

Triggerfish 27,715 39,078 1.41
Barracuda 10,012 13,016 1.30
Porgy 10,051 13,770 1.37
Snook 28,982 41,154 1.42
Tarpon 3,175 2,476 0.78
Goatfish 7,480 12,641 1.69
Sardine 18,392 20,783 1.13
Mackerel 69,944 119,604 1.71.
Shark 35,447 48,562 1.37
Margate 968 1,249 1.29
Classified

First Class 164,841 263,746 1.60
Second Class 94,547 80,365 0.85
Third Class 37,822 37,066 0.98
Trash 5.,382 1,722 0.32

Other ·Fish 66,868 o· 0.00

Total Fish 1,775,949 2,741,452 1.54
Queen Conch 90,947 200,993 2.21
Land Crab 2,640 21,410 8.11
Lobster 160,651 783,977 4.88
Oysters 202 760 3.76
Octopus 12,754 29,844 2.34
Other Shell fish 1,064 3,426 3.22

Tota l Shell fi sh 268,258 1,040,410 3.88

Total 2,044,207 3,781,862 1.85
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Statistical Highlights
Fisheries of the United States,

1992
prepared by NMFS Fisheries Statistics Division

U.s. COMMERCIAL FlSHERJES

World-:wide catch by U.S. Vessels (1):
10.2 billion pounds (4.6 million metric tons) round weight
Valued at $3.9 billion - exvessel value

U.S. Landings in the 50 United States (2):
9.6 billion pounds (4.4 million metric tons) round weight
Valued at $3.7 billion

Of 9.6 billion pounds:
8.1 billion pounds (3.7 million metric tons) of finfish .
1.5 billion pounds (663,700 metric tons) of shellfish

Of 9.6 billion pounds;
7.6 billion pounds (3.5 million metric tons) for food
2.0 billion pounds· (915,800 metric tons) for industrial purposes..

(including bait and animal food)

. Total supply (landings + imports) of edible fishery products:
13.2 billion pounds (6.0 million metric tons) round weight

7.6 billion pounds (3.4 million metric tons) domestic production
5.6 billion pounds (2.6 million metric tons) imported (42 percent)

Per capita consumption: 14.8pounds (6.7 kilograms) edible meat

FOREIGN TRADE

Exports - edible
2.1· billion pounds (946,900 metric tons) product weight
Valued at $3.5 billion
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CATCIi ~ TIle. EEZ

Total· 6.2 billion pounds (2.8 million metric tons)

No foreign catch took place in the U.S. EEZ for 1992.

U. S.CAT!;H BY DISTANCE FROM SHQRE (1)

Distance Billion Million Billion
pounds mt Percent. dollars Percent

. 0-3 miles
3-200 miles
International

TOTAL

3.5
6.2
0.5

10.2

1.6
2.8
0.2
4.6

38
57

5
100

1.7
2.0
0.2
3.9

42
52
6

100

U.S. DOMESTIC LANDINGS

Percent
16
13
13
9
5

~
Salmon
Shrimp
Crabs·
AKPollock
Cod:s

Percent
31
17
7
7
6

Volume
AKPollock
Menhaden
Salmon
Flo\1nders
Crabs

RInk
1.
2
3
4
5

.

WORLD FISHERIES (Live wei&ht. 1991)

Total catch 213.7 billion pounds (96.9 million metric tons)
U.S. catch 12.1 billion poUnds (5.5 million metric tons)

(including weight of mollusk shells)

U.S. catch is 5;6 percent of world catch

COMMaRCIAL FISHERIES CONTRffiJJlJON TO GNP
U.S. consumers spent an estimated $35.1 billion for fishery products.
In producing and marketing these items, the commercial fishing industry
contributed $18.5 billion in valu~ ackled to the U.S. GNP ..
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MARINe RECREATIONAL FJS,liERIES

U.S; total fishermen
Expenditures for fishing

M~jor lij)ecies:
Drums
Herring.
.Porgies

. Flounders

17 million
$7.2 billion dollars

Bluefish
Mackerels I Tunas
Sea basses
Mullets

1992 Atlantic coast catch: 285 ..5 million pounds (does not include Alaska, Hawaii, and Pacific)

FOOTNOTES

.(1) Catch data includes all catches by U.SAlag vessels which are landed in the continental United
States and Hawaii, Puerto Rico and other foreign ports; and catches transferred to in~al
water processing vessels (IWPs) in U.S. waters.

:(2) Commercial landings by U.S. fishermen at ports in the 50 United States, excIudini catches by
U.S.-flag vessels which are landed in Puerto Rico and other foreign ports, and catches trans- .
ferred to internal water processing vessels (lWPs) in U.S. waters.

For further information contact:

Fisheries Statistics Division
National Marine Fisheries S·ervice

1335 East West Highway Room 8313
SilverSpring,MD 20910

(301) 713 - 2328 .
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EMPLOYMENT, CRAFT, AND PLANTS

fESTIMATED NUMBER OF COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSELS (1)
AND FISHING BOATS (2) BY REGION AND STATE, 1990 ~ 1991

1990 1991

REGIONS VESSELS BOATS I TOTAL VESSELS I BOArs TOTAL

Northeast Fisheries:
Connecticut •••••••••• 135 506 641 130 40 170
Delaware .. "••• , ...•.. 29 342 371 26 22 48
Maine .•........... ".. 1,721 6,274 7,995 1,742 103 1,845
Maryland (3)••••••••'. 61 4 65 65 - 65
Massachusetts •••••••• 921 4,654 5,575 878 170 1,048
New Hampshire •••••••• 122 447 569 134 9 143
.New Jersey ........... 427 1,450 1,877 447 73 520
New york ••••••••.•••• 513 3,696 4,209 602 55 657
Rhode Island ••••••••• 232 2,689 2,921 258 42 300
Virginia (,3)•.•.•.••• 248 0 248 242 6 248

South Atlantic ,
an~ Gulf Fisheries:

North Carolina ••••••• 1,014 5,271 6,285 1,050 4,950 6,000
South Carolina ••••••• 470 1,140 1,610 370 946 l;~~~
Georgia •••••••••••• '•• 382 356 738 336 344 680
. Florida ....... , ...... ,2,500 4,800 7,300 2,394 6,609 9,00'i3
Alabama .. ",, .•....••.• 45i 587 1,038 408 531 93'9,
Mississippi •••••••••• 704 1,199 1,903 857 1,145 2,90,2
Louisiana •••••••.•••• 3;628 9,113 12,741 3,840 9,786 13,626
Texas •..••••••••• -••• ,". - 2,659 2,985 5,644 2,500 2,700 5,200

West Coast Fisheries:
Washington •.••• 1-' , .••• 2,609 2,627 5,236 2,609 2,627 5,236
Oregon,••••'.•••••••••. 1,491 1,897 3,388 1,613 1,,346 2,959 '
Alaska ......•........ 7,063 10,352 17,415 7,416 10,164 ,17,580
California ••••.•••••• 3,675 2,921 6,596 3,556 3,136 ' 6,692
Hawaii. t .•••••••••• '" •• 190 1,200 1,390 NA NA NA

Great Lakes
Fisheries: (4)
Illinois 0••••••••••••••

5 0 5 5 0 $
Indiana .............. 1 3 4 10 0 10
Michigan ••••••••••••• 60 79 139 62 74 136·
Minnesota ..••........ 2 27 29 2 29 ,31.'
New york •••••••..•••• 2 21 23 4 18 < ~2
Ohio .••....• ~•....... 31 22 53 30 25 55
Pennsylvania ••••••••• 4 4 8 NA NA NA ,.

Wisconsin •••••••••••• ~4 26 110 86 33 1;1.9

(1) , Vessels are documented craft greater than 5 net registered tons.
(2) Boats are craft less than 5 net registered tons.
(3) Only Federal collected data are available. Inshore data not available.
(4) Commercial fishing fleet sizes for the Great Lakes states represent only the number of

licenses issued by the state, therefore, may not be an accurate total. Tribal data
,are not included in this table.

NA -- Not available.
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u.s. MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERIES

DATA COllECTION. While data on commercial fisheries
hov been collected for many years, detailed
sta:ttcal Informatlon on martne recreational fishing Is
also required to support a variety of fishery
management and development purposes. These
Include the obJectlves of the Magnuson Fishery
ConseIVatlon and Management Act. Public Law 94-
265. as amended. However. prior to 1979. the lack of
a continuous or systematic collection of marine
recreational fishery data had prevented the
accomplishment of these goals. Therefore. NMFS
began a comprehensive Martne Recreational Fishery
Statistical Survey (MRFSS)In 1979. Surveys have been
conducted In the following areas and years:

Atlantic and Gulf. 1979 through 1992;
Pacific, mld-1979 through 1989;
Western Pacific. 1979 through 1981;
and Cartbbean. 1979. 1981.

Preliminary estimates of catch and trips from the MRFSS
for the Atlantic and Gulf for 1992 are presented In the
fOllowing tables. SUmmary graphs for 1981-1992 catch
and trips are also shown. The survey Is being
conducted In 1993 along the coast of the entire
continental United States except Washington State.

The MRFSS data collecl1on consists of an
Intercept survey of recreational anglers In the field and
on Independent telephone survey of coastal county
households. Each survey component contributes
certain Information that Is combined to produce
es1imates of recreational catch, fishing effort. and
participation. Estimates are calculated by subregion.
state, species. fishing mode. and area of fishing. In
addition. information on catch rates and
measurements of fish lengths and weights are
obtained.

The MRFSSIsonly one of several NMFSefforts to
obtain data on recreational flsherles. Specialized
surveys on particular fisheries or to obtain socio-
economic data are also concjucted by NMFS.

DATA TABLES. The total number of flsh caught is
presented for twenty commonly caught species groups
on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. Total number caught
Includes those fish which were brought ashore In whole
form and were available for Identification, weighing.
and measuring as well as those fish which were not
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available for identlflcaffon. Thislatter category Includes
those fish which were used for bait. dlsarded. filleted or
released alive. Each species group may contain one
or more species. genera. or families.

Total catch Is distributed by subregion, fishing
area. and mode. The fishing areas are; ocean 3 miles
or less from land, ocean more than 3 miles from land.
and Inland (sounds. rivers, bays). However. ocean
data for the Gulf coast of Rorlda are reported as 10
mIles or less from land and more than 10 miles from
land. Fishing modes are; shore (man-made structures
and beach/bonk from previous surveys). party/charter
boat. and private/rental boat. In 1992partyboats were
not sampled by the MRFSSIn the South A1\ontic and
Gulf subregions; therefore .estimated catches are
presented for charterboats only for these subregions.

Trip es1imates are presented for coastal
resJdents (generally residing within 25 miles of the
coast), non-coastal residents of the subregion and
non-residents. by fishing mode.

The 1992 survey did not Include Texas or the
January and February period for Georgia. South
Carolina and Atlantic Coast states north of Nor1h
Carolina. More detailed Information will be available
In a separate MRFSSreport to be published later.

PREUMINARY 1992 MRFSSDATA. The total Al1antlc and
Gulf Coast marine recreatlonalfintlsh catch in 1992was
an estimated 285.5 million fish. These flsh were taken
on an es1imated 52,1 million fishing trips. The harvest
(excluding fish released alive) was estimated at 144.2
million fish weighing approximately 164.3million pounds
(74.525 metric tons).

Commonly caught species. by number. In 1992 were
herrings (primarily used for bait). spotted seatrout.
saltwater catfishes, summer flounder. plntish. spot.
bluefish, Atlantic croaker. and black sea bass. Top-
ranked species In each subregion In 1992 were scup In
the North Atlantic. spot In the Mld-Atlanllc, and herrings
In the South Atlantlc and Gulf of Mexico. The Glif (46
percent) and MId-Atlantic (28 percent) subregions
accounted for the highest numbers of Atlantic and Gulf
Coast fishes.



u.s. MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERIES

The Inland. ocean 3 miles or less from shore•
.and ocean 10mYesor Jessfrom shore areas accolXlted
for approximately 89 percent of the Aftantlc cnc:I Gulf

. Coast catch by nlmber. 'the remaining 11 percent of
the catch from the exclusive economic Zone (EEl). the
principal aree of NMFS mcncgement authority.
However. for some species (e.g ••red snapper) over 80
perq~t qf th~ cctch was made In the EEZ.. - ..

As In 1991. about sbdy-elghtpercent of the
Atlanffc. and Gulf Coast catch was taken In the
private/rental boat mode In 1992. However. other

modes were Important for particular spea. such as
king mackerel from the charter boat mode and
klngllshes and mullets from the shore mode. OVerall.
shore-mode catches were 25 percent of 'the total and
party/charter boat catches (excluding south Atlantic
and· GUf partyboats) were 6 percent of 'the total.

Coastal residents accounted for 75 percent of
the AlIantlc and Gulf 1rIps made In 1m. Non-·
residents accounted for an addlffonal 22 percent of
the trips. Total trips In the South Atlantic exceeded all
other subregions.
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u.s. MARI'NE RECREATIONAL FISHERIES

47 6,898
3,1'44 5,384

" "5,787 4,287
" -• -
" 59
- 1,487
• *• 11,864
- 505
• 10,912.. -
• 72
• -

462 11,670
441 1,233

8,262 26;126
,,:" .:. '::,'.u,:"S2.~: , " '81i226.... , .'

species
group

ESTIMATED TOT Ai. NUMBER OF FI'SH CAUGHT BY MARINE RECREATIONAL ANGLERS
BY SPECIES GROUP AND SUBREGION:'

ATLANTIC AND GULF COASTS, JANUARY 1992 - DECEMBER 1992
North Mid-South Gulf of Total

·Atlantic Atlantic Atlantic Mexico
------~------------~-------------ThO sanas--------------------------------

1,365, 665 3,723 21,236 .:26,.989
• " 1,518 10,611 12,129

1,76B 2,257 iO,970
2,551 SOl 11,5,81

128 1,649 1,778
57 - 10,:1,34

3,570 8,378 11,95.?
1,500 4,054 S~564
2,153 18,188 20,400

194 • 1,695
• 3,243 '3,243

3,567 200 15,631
,1,86~ 1,142 3,517
3~225 3,221 17,358

777 7,147 7,954
3,652 1,636 5,360

811 446 i,275
415 - 12,549

" ". 1,6'74
21,323 48,027 103,739

;:::.;:'.:"<:, 52,:,o.~:;:::iiM};,y:lJti'1~W.i:.,(~J~WMiW!t!!;1.it~~Ji!'ot.l" •••••••••••••••.

Hepih\l~s •••.••••• ".~"'"
Saltwater c.tfishes •••.
alac~ sea bass •• : •..•.•
Bluefish ••.•••..••••••.•
Red sna·ppe·r•••••.••••...
Scup •••••••••••••••••••
Pinfish •••••••.••••.•..
S·ne.pahead••• ; ••••..••.
S'potted seat rout.' ••..••
Weakfish .•••• , •........•
Sand. seat. rout .'•.•••.••.
Spot •••••••••••••••••••
Kingflshes •.•••.••••••.•
Atlantic croaker ••..•••
Red drum••••.•••....•• '•.
Mullets ••.••••••.•••••••
King mackerel •..•.•..••
Summerflounder ....•....
Winter flounder ••••••••
Other fishes •••••••••.•

Note,-- A dash (-) denotes an estimate'of le.s than thirty thousand which is included in row and column total•• An
a·se.risk (0) denoee. none reported •. Fiqure. for the ciulf of Mexico do not .1ncluclethe recreational catch for TeKA••
tlqures for the South AtlantiC and Gulf of Mexico do not include catche. for partyboat ••. Rowand column total. may
l1bt·add due to roundinq •. ' .

ESTIMATE:D TOTAL NUMBER OF FISH CAUGHT BY MARINE RECREATIONAL ANGLERS
BY SPECIES GROUP AND FISHING MODE:

'. ATLANTIC AND GULF COASTS, JANUARY 1992 -DECEMBER 1992.
Species Shore Charter Party! private! Total
group Boats Charter Boats Rental Boats.

--~~-----------------------------Thousands~------~-----------------------~
Herrings •..•.•.•.•.•.•. 7,538 2,748 - 16,677 26,S89
Saltwater catfishes; ••. 3,216 69 " 8,845 12,129''
Black sea bass .•.•..••. 708 24~ 2,214 7,803 10,970
Bluefish .• ; •...•....•.. 3,480 41 1,263 6,797 11,581
Red,snapper •••••••.••. ,. - 480 * 1,282 1,778
.scup••......••• ; ••.•... 1,373 • 932 7,829 10,134
Pinfish .•. : ••..•• " •••.•. 5,786 - • 6,146 11,955 .
Sheepshead, •.•••••••••• 1,701 - • 3,844 5,564 ,
Spott.ed seat rout ..•.••. 1,492 291 • 18,618 20;400'
Weakfish •••••.••••...•• 9S " 98 1,491 1,695
Sand' seatrou.t. .••.•...•.. 986 tltl • 2,214 3,.243
Spot •.•. '...•••....•.••. 4,416 0 577 10,637 15,,631.
Kingfishes .•.•.....•••. 1,919 - - 1,573 3,517
At~antic croaker ..... ·,. 3,772 - 516 13,068 17,35&
Red drum.•.•...... ; •.•. 1;084 108 • 6,761 7,954
Mullets ..•....••....... 2,665 _. • 2,687 5,360
King macke·rel .. , ....••• 62 509 - 702 1,275
Summerflounder ........• 944 • 770 10,835 12,549
Winter flounder •••••••. 451 * 192 1,031 1,674'
Other fishes •••••••••.. 30,280. 3,633 3,207 66,619 103,739,

To:tal ••.•••• ~•••••••• ,. ,,7J,:98~ 8,,230 , ~,,:'1::4 ",:,(" :':.,.~,~5-,·.4{4'i\Y{/t\F~p~!!.9.-~;:.. ..
Note:-- A dash (-~ denoee.· an estimate of Ie•• than thirty thousand which 1. included in row and column total•• An
asterisk: (*1 .denotes none.reported. Fiqur•• tor Charter Boats include only catches in the South Atlantic and aUlf
of Mexico excludin; Texa•• Fiqure.· for Party/Charter Boats are only for the North Atlantic and Mid-Atlantic
·suhreqion•• Rowand column total. may not add due to roundinq.
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u.s. MARINE RECREAnONAL FISHERIES
ESTIMATED NUMBEft OF FISH CAUGHT BY MARINE RECREATIONAL ANGLERS

BY SPECIES GROUP AND AREA OF FISHING:
ATLANTIC AND GULF COASTS, JANUARY 1892 • DECEMBER 1892

Ocean
Species group ·3 Miles

or less
Over

3 m1185
10 Hiles
or less

Over
10 Miles

Inland Total

-----------------------------------Thousands------------------------~--------
Herrings .•••••••••••• 2,539 174 4,700 193 19,382 26,989
Saltwater catfishes •• 1,679 282 1,143 no 8,916 .12,129
Black aea bass ••••••• 1,285 4,477 1,148 548 3,511 10,970
BlU!t~ish••••••••.•••• 4,284 ·1,522. 248 5,525 11,579
Red snapper .••••••••• 176 1,275 118 172 37 1,778
scup ••••••••••.•••••• 2,413 266 * * 7,455 10,134
Pinfish •••••••• ; ••••• 1,617 178 2,882 339 6,940 11,955
Sheepahead•••• ·•...•.• 432 64 481 48 4,538 5,564
Spotted aeatrout ....• 2,088 643 2,926 175 14,567 20,400
Weakfish..••••...•••• 153 118 * * 1,423 1,695
Sand aestrout •••..••• 649 140 238 2,196 3,223
Spot •••••.••..•.••.•• 2,519 109 12,992 15,620
Kinqfist}es ••• ; ••••••• 1,533 81 439 * 1,463 3,517
Atlantic croaker ••••• 2,338 535 257 14,221 17,350
Red drum ••••••••••••• 1,073 241 708 91 5,8417,954
Mullets •••••••••••••• ·800 49 259 4,245 5,353

..King mackerel. •.•.••• 233 673 255 107 1,267
SummerfloUnder .••••. 3,863 267 * * 8,419 12,549
Winter flounder.~ •••• 252 32 * * 1,390 1,674
Other fis·hes •••••• ; •• 16,664 9,919 20,552 8,726 47,878 103,739·

rotal •••••••••••• ·::Ji:*."~f~ii;tit&t1f.:%f$.~~1~';~;.i~lt~tffii:f!~!~~li~I{t.~~~,gif.l.z.~111w.aa~'tb"j)~~~(·%.:::::··~'i~~
Note:--"0cean 10 ~1 or 18.s" and ·ocean over 10 ~i· refer only to the Florida Qulf coast where stat. jurisdiction·
extends ·to three marine leaques, approximately ten nautical miles. The total estimate is additive across the four
areas. A dash (-I denotes· an estimate of les. than th1rty· thousand which is included in row and column total ••
An asterisk I')·denOtes none reported. Rowand column totals may not add due to roundi~g. Figures do not include
·any recreational catches for Texa. or par1:yboat catches for the South Atlantic And Gulf of KeKico.
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U.S. MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERIES

ESTIMATED TOTAL NUMBER OF FISHING TRIPS BY MARINE RECREATIONALANGLERS
BY SUBREGION AND AREA OF RESIDENCE:

ATLANTIC AND GULF COASTS, JANUARY 1992 - DECEMBER 1992
Trips by '1'ripsby Non- Total

Subregion coastal non-coastal resident
residents residents, trips

------------------------------Thousands------------------------------
North Atlantic. •.. 4,551 287 1,564 6,402
Mid-Atlantic. · 10,186 297 2,504 12,987
South Atlantic • ..· . 12,212 831 3,,591 16,6311
Gulf of Mexico. . .·. . 12,322 137 3,571 16,Q30·

rot.l .......... ~.. 39,211.: . ..:1;552 . ,,:" :'i:·::::t' :··:,{\::·:li~;r:i2'i3o.~• n ___ •• n •

"::Si':':D~3:::,"
........•....... ............ . '. :":··:.:/:··r ..••::.:~~:::.-:.:..••

Notel--Estimates for the Gulf of Mexico, exclude Texas. Estimates for the South Atlantic ~nd Gulf of Mexico subregions
exclude partyboat trips. Estimates also exclude January/February trips in the North AtlantiC subregion and in the
South Atlantic "tat." north of Florida, as well as November/December trips in the North Atlantic states north of
Massachll".ttS.

ESTIMATED TOTAL NUMBER OF FISHING TRIPS BY MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERMEN
BY SUBREGION AND MODE OF FISHING:

ATLANTIC AND GULF COASTS, JANUARY 1992 • DECEMBER 1992.
Subregion Shore Charter Party/ Private/ 'Total

Boats Charter Boats Rental Boats
.. ----------------------------- Thousands ---------------------------------North Atlantic ..,••••.• 3,134 * 295 2,972 6,401

Mid-Atlantic •.•..••••.• 11,116 * 1,132 7,739 12,987
South Atlantic .•..•••.•• 9,111 475 * 7,047 16,633
Gulf of Mexico ••.•••••• 6,607 395 * 9,028 16,030,

2'otal ••••••••••••••• " 22,968. 870 1,427. "'::<'" .:..:.,.: :~.§(.::?~,6.-;:\UK"·.:'·:\):::,:;·S2, P~~:t
NOtel-- A dash (-I'denotes le"" than thirty thousand. However the number is included in row and column totals.
An asterisk (*) denotes none reported. Figures for Charter Boats include trips in the South Atlantic and Gulf
of Mexico except for trips from Texas only. Figures for Party/Charter Boats are for the North and Mid-Atlantic
subregions 'only. Rowand coiumn totals may not add due to rounding •.
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IVIARINE RECREATI'ONAL FISHERIES CATCH
'ATLANTI'C AND GULF COASTS, 198$ - 1992

Number of Fish (MiIIi.ons)

500

,400

300

200

100

o
83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92

Year

MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHING TRIPS
ATLANTIC AND GU~F COASTS, 1983 .- 1992

Number of Angler Trips (Millions)

83 84 85 86 87 88' 89 90 91 92

Year
Note: 1992 data are provisional.
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