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I recently participated, far 2 weekss; in the PROFS
real-time (RT8S) torecast exercise in Bouider, Ca. Whiie
at PROFS,; [ had the CpPOrtunity to wark with an
Outstanding group of peapie and get same experience on an
excelient interactive display and torecast system. The
RT8S exercise was well run and everyare invalved was very
dedicated and enthusiastic.

RT8S had 2 phases: wverificatian and tarecasting. Trhe
veritication team was responsible tor vectoring chase
teams to areas tavorab'e tar thunderstorm deve!cpmenrt and
logging ~epaorts ct sign.+.cant ~eather. Whiie making
their tforecast, tme forecast team was isol'ated fram
Qutside intluence and r2ceived data that ~ad been
tilterec,

The interactive disp!ay system consisted o+ 3 calar
screens and several CRT7’s. Screen ane displayed the menu
ot all availabie msroducts, images and appl!ication programs
available. The menu made extensive use aof windawing and
Ppraduct selection was via a mouse. The remaining two
screens were used for data display. It engugh versians
were presents any product could be anmimated. The CRT'’s
were used far gutput tor application Pragrams.

The database consisted of SAC’s, satellite data,
graund-based pratijier Zata; ard radar data. Visibie and
iR satellite images were avaiiable at least every 30
minutes demending upan the dispiay scaie. in additicn,

VAS (VISSR Atmagspheric Sounding) was a!soc available in
several fcrmats.

The Doppler radar was very impressive. lt’s images uwere
very clear and updated rapidiy. The Ccppier disp.ays with
its difterent 0perating modes and color tabl!es, was an
etfective tool in Ppred cting sever2 weather,

I think the applicatian erZgrams were great. OCre pragram
wauld use the graurd-based prctijer intaormatiaon at Cenver
and update the jatest Denver scunding. Angther prcgram
would plot the Lifted-lndex as calcuiated rrom VAS
satellite cata. Stil}) anot-er program woulid track a
thunderstarm ar check to see it a mesagcyclcne kad
deveiaped in the Dappler velocities.

[ thought tke RT83 exercise was very informative and gave
a glimpse ot our gereration g+ camputers in the Natiornal
Weather Service.
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