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Abstract: This study delved into the analysis of hourly observed as well as future precipitation data
in the towns of Willoughby and Buffalo on the Lake Erie Coast to examine the variations in IDF
relationships over the 21st century. Several regional climate models (RCMs) and general circulation
models (GCMs) from the Coupled Model Intercomparison Project (CMIP) Phases 5 and 6 were used.
The study evaluated three RCMs with historical and Representative Concentration Pathway (RCP)
8.5 scenarios for each CMIP5 and three GCMs with historical and Shared Socioeconomic Pathways
(SSPs) (126, 245, 370, and 585) scenarios for each CMIP6. The results suggested that the town of
Willoughby would experience an increase of 9-46%, whereas Buffalo would experience an upsurge
of 6-140% in the hourly precipitation intensity under the worst-case scenarios of RCP8.5 for CMIP5
and SSP585 for CMIP6. This increase is expected to occur in both the near (2020-2059) and far future
(2060-2099), with a return period as low as 2 years and as high as 100 years when compared to the
baseline period (1980-2019). The analysis indicated an increased range of 9-39% in the near future
and 20-55% in the far future for Willoughby, while the Buffalo region may experience an increase of
2-95% in the near future and 3-192% in the far future as compared to the baseline period. In contrast
to CMIP6 SSP585 models, CMIP5 RCP8.5 models predicted rainfall with an intensity value that is
up to 28% higher in the town of Willoughby, while the reverse was true for the Buffalo region. The
findings of this study are expected to be helpful for the design of water resource infrastructures.

Keywords: general circulation models (GCM); coupled model inter-comparison project (CMIP);
Gumbel extreme value type I distribution; extreme rainfall; rainfall intensity; IDF curves

1. Introduction

Climate change implies long-term shifts in precipitation and temperature patterns
due to anthropogenic influences by generating greenhouse gas emissions such as carbon
dioxide and methane gases [1,2]. Future intensification of extreme precipitation events due
to greenhouse gas emissions will result in an increase in the frequency and length of rainfall
events worldwide [2]. Several studies have reported a significant rise in both total annual
precipitation and the frequency of extreme events [3-6]. More specifically, shorter-duration
precipitation events are expected to increase significantly across the world [7,8]. For
example, the frequency of hourly extreme precipitation events [9] is expected to advance
up to 400% in North America [10]. Furthermore, the interaction of higher maximum
precipitation rates (15-40% increase) and the expansion of areas affected by heavy rainfall
leads to a substantial 80% rise in the overall precipitation volume [10]. Similar trends can
also be observed in the United States [11-13]. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change [2] also projects that over the 21st century, heavy precipitation will occur in this
area more frequently and with greater intensity.

Future high-intensity rainfalls triggered by climate change will have a more detri-
mental effect on urban stormwater systems [14,15]. The duration and rainfall intensity are
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linked to the frequency of the rainfall and such rainfall characteristics can be represented
by a curve called the intensity—duration—-frequency (IDF) curve. The IDF curve can be
mathematically represented in terms of return period, intensity, and rainfall duration The
development of the IDF curve was initiated in the nineteenth century and has been widely
used across the world.

Since the IDF curves, are frequently utilized to design water infrastructures, it is
essential to gain a comprehensive understanding of the alterations in extreme precipitation
and subsequently revise the IDF curves in the future [16-18]. The IDF curve has been
extensively used across the world for the design of hydraulic structures including urban
drainage, culverts, road bridges, and storm sewer systems [19-22].

The pressing need to reexamine the IDF curve arises from potential changes in intense
rainfall exacerbated by climate change [23]. Some studies suggest that proactively anticipat-
ing design modifications for hydraulic structures would decrease the risk of future issues
and uncertainties, resulting in successful and versatile project outcomes [24,25]. Many
scientists and professionals have advocated for better knowledge of the possible change
in the severity, frequency, and volume of intense rainfall due to climate change [26-30].
This understanding is necessary since the existing drainage systems and hydraulic infras-
tructures are built to handle historical rainfall time series data on the assumption that
past extremes can be used to describe future extremes. This presumption is incorrect
given the shifting frequency and amount of intense rainfall triggered by changing climatic
variable [31,32]. With these changes, historic IDF curves cannot be used to accurately rep-
resent future climatic conditions. Therefore, a changing climate may result in an increase
in demand that water management infrastructure built to previous IDF norms may not
be able to accommodate [28]. Climate models that integrate greenhouse gas emissions
have become increasingly accessible and within reach to foresee future changes in the IDF
curve [14,33,34].

To date, the climate models are the primary and most effective tools for past and future
climate simulations [35]. However, the prediction of the future climate is location-specific
and varies depending on the type of general circulation models (GCMs) and the scenario
chosen. For example, according to Coupled Model Intercomparison Project (CMIP) Phase
5 projections, the distribution of temperature and precipitation indices in the northeastern
US will undergo significant changes between 2041 and 2070 [36]. Ragno et al. [37] found
that densely populated places may experience up to 20% more intense and twice as frequent
extreme precipitation events. Cheng and Aghakouchak [38] found that the assumption of
extreme precipitation in a stationary climate may lead to an underestimation of extreme
precipitation of up to 60%. Coelho et al. [39] conducted a study using CMIP6 projections to
assess the impact of changing extreme precipitation on flood engineering designs across
the US. By 2100, the northern region is predicted to experience an increase of 10-40% and
the southern region, 20-80%. The study showed a meridional dipole-like pattern in the
geographical distribution of precipitation changes, with an increase of 10-30% over the US.
The results from the CMIP6 models in Tucson, Arizona, show the likely threat of future
extreme events being disregarded in stationary-based design frameworks which could
pose a significant risk to both safety and the economy by more than 300% [33]

Limited studies have been conducted using predicted precipitation from CMIP6
models in the US, and no future IDF curve has been developed in the Lake Erie Basin
using CMIP5 and CMIP6 climate models. As the precipitation pattern of the Lake Erie
basin is complex due to lake-enhanced precipitation and rainfall after the snowfall, the
future IDF curve due to climate change impacts is crucial in the Lake Erie basin to safely
design urban drainage infrastructure and other hydraulic structures. Since climate change
effects are region-specific, site-specific evaluations are required to boost local resilience
to future extreme precipitation events. As a result, the clear differences in the future IDF
curve compared to the existing IDF curve developed based on the historical observed
data are needed in order to incorporate such information into urban drainage systems to
design climate-resilient infrastructures to mitigate the possible hazardous impact of climate
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change on infrastructure. Therefore, the objective of this paper is twofold: (i) to derive
the future IDF curve for the town of Willoughby (HUC-12) and the Buffalo region using
both CMIP5 and CMIP6 models, and (ii) to compare and evaluate the differences in the
projected precipitation IDF curves between the two sets of models. The purpose of this
paper is to give a thorough understanding of the vulnerabilities associated with future
changes in precipitation patterns on the Lake Erie coast.

2. Theoretical Description
2.1. CMIP5 Data Set

Multiple Representative Concentration Pathways (RCPs) experiments have been used
with the North American Coordinated Regional Climate Downscaling Experiment (NA-
CORDEX) and CMIP5 model data to build various meteorological information at the
regional scale [40]. The major benefit of NA-CORDEX is that it uses general circulation
models (GCMs) to drive simulations of various regional climate models (RCMs) at higher
resolutions (e.g., 50 x 50 km) [41]. Such information is critical for accurately modeling the
climate of regions with a complicated topography and small-scale events. The limitations
of GCMs, i.e., coarser resolution (100 x 100 km), are often resolved by regional climate
model-based projections [42]), further substantiating the assertion that RCMs are frequently
used to address the shortcomings of GCMs. Using the western US as an example, [43]
demonstrated how the RCM reflects the actual spatial variability in precipitation and
snowfall using regional climate simulations at 40 km spatial resolution for the period
(2040-2060).

In places with a complicated topography where small-scale phenomena are critical
for accurately representing the region’s climate, NA-CORDEX’s use of GCMs to drive
the simulations of several RCMs is a major advantage. The NA-CORDEX has provided
simulated precipitation data for two periods, including historical (1980-2005) and future
(2006-2099), for CMIP5.

2.2. CMIP6 Data Set

The CMIP6 models provide multi-model climate forecasts based on alternative scenar-
ios that are influenced by a new set of emissions-shared socioeconomic pathways (SSPs) and
land use scenarios that are directly related to societal concerns about adaptation, mitigation,
or the consequences of climate change [44]. By standardizing socioeconomic and technical
assumptions across models, this new paradigm closed crucial gaps in CMIP5’s intermediate
forcing levels and allowed for a more thorough examination of various pathways. The
World Climate Research Program (WRCP) has provided simulated precipitation data for
two periods, including historical (1980-2014) and future (2015-2099) for CMIP6.

NA-CORDEX and WCRP both have the goal of improving our understanding of the
Earth’s climate and its potential future changes [45-48]. While NA-CORDEX focuses on
producing high-resolution climate projections specifically for North America, WCRP is
broader in its focus, coordinating and conducting research on the fundamental science of
the Earth’s climate system and its interactions with the environment globally [48,49].

In addition to retaining the CMIP5 emission trajectories RCP2.6, RCP4.5, RCP6.0, and
RCP8.5, the CMIP6 data also contain three new emission paths: RCP1.9, RCP3.4, and
RCP7.0. As a result, the new scenarios combine SSP1, SSP2, SSP3, SSP4, and SSP5 of
five socioeconomic paths with various levels of emissions to form seven future SSP-RCP
scenarios, which include SSP1-1.9 (a very low range of scenarios) to SSP5-8.5 (a combination
of high societal vulnerability and a high forcing level). The combination of RCPs and shared
Socioeconomic Pathways (SSPs) is expected to make future scenarios more realistic.

It is expected that CMIP6 simulations can reproduce historical climate variables,
represent smaller biases in sea surface temperature, and be more skillful in capturing the
precipitation pattern. The climate model simulations from CMIP6 seem to be more reliable
than the earlier CMIP5 in various aspects. Different scientists have reported the limitations
of CMIP5, especially in various scenarios and GCM output, due to the large reduction in
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atmospheric aerosol emissions for RCP scenarios [50]. Since more realistic results can be
expected at various locations, especially for extreme precipitation, the application of the
latest CMIP6 climate data is more crucial for storm sewer drainage systems. In addition,
the multimodal median of CMIP6 (CMIP6-MMM) is expected to perform better than the
individual model. Therefore, several models were used for IDF curve development.

2.3. Bias Correction

Before any form of analysis, it is crucial to retrieve the data from climate models such
as RCMs and GCMs for a specific location based on latitude and longitude. Since it is not
unusual for climate models to produce frequently skewed results, it is necessary to adjust
the climate data for bias. This bias correction is essential and recommended in several
studies [51-53] to ensure that the bias-corrected data used in hydrological modeling and
decision-making processes are accurate and reliable, leading to appropriate results [54-56].
In a study conducted by [57], Standardized Reconstruction (Z) and the Quantile Mapping
Method (Q) demonstrated superior simulation skills compared to alternative methods,
including Mean Bias-remove (U), Multiplicative Shift (M), Regression (R), and Principal
Component Regression (PCR). The Quantile Mapping Method, widely adopted in diverse
investigations [58], has emerged as a globally acclaimed choice. Its extensive use is at-
tributed to its proven ability to enhance the precision and consistency of statistical studies,
making it the method of choice in this context. Quantile mapping is a technique used
to reconcile climate model data with historical observations by transforming the model’s
data distribution to match the observational data distribution, thereby reducing biases and
increasing accuracy in climate predictions [59-65]. The efficiency of this technique has
been tested and found to be effective in improving the accuracy for hydrological modeling
and decision-making [66-68]. Quantile mapping, which is a well-known approach for bias
correction, has been used in generating downscaled GCM data sets for both the United
States and global land regions [69]. The approach aims to closely mimic both the statistical
distributions of the observed variable and the climatic variable [69,70].

2.4. Intensity Duration Frequency (IDF) Curves

In the 1940s, Gumbel developed the Gumbel distribution, also known as the extreme-
value Type I distribution [71]. Since the Gumbel distribution is generally used for the
distribution of the maximum of a sample, it is one of the extreme distributions.

The Gumbel theory of distribution is the preferred choice for analyzing intense rainfall
events due to its simplicity [72,73] for analyzing extreme events. The Gumbel method has
been found to be one of the most credible approaches for hydraulic design, particularly
when dealing with high-intensity events due to its focus on extreme occurrences. Several
past studies have shown that Gumbel’s distribution may reliably anticipate flood magni-
tudes, enhancing the safety of the design [74-77]. Similarly, ISFRAM (2015) [78] suggests
the use of the Gumbel method in practical applications due to its improved accuracy results
compared to the Log-Pearson Type III distribution. Nonetheless, the Gumbel distribution
was found to be the best fit for the Kelantan River Basin, outperforming the Log-Pearson
Type III and normal distributions [79]. It has been observed that the application of Gum-
bel distribution improves the efficient design and utilization of infrastructure facilities,
resulting in improved public safety and cost savings [76].

The following equation [20] calculates the maximum precipitation Pt (in mm) for each
duration with a specified return period T (in years).

Pr = Payg + KS 1)

where Pyyyg is the average of the maximum precipitation corresponding to a given duration,

as stated by:

1
Prog =~ Y0P 2
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where “P;” is the specific extreme value of rainfall and “n” is the number of events or years
of data available.
K is the Gumbel frequency factor as given by:

K:—\f*<0.5772+1n<ln(T1;1>)> 3)

and S is the standard deviation, which is computed using Equation (4):

1 9 1/2
5 [n_l 1o (P~ Paog) } 4

where S is the standard deviation. The frequency factor (K), when multiplied by the
standard deviation, provides the deviation of a specific rainfall event (for a certain period
T) from the average. The rainfall intensity (i) in mm/h can then be calculated using this
factor and the standard deviation, as follows:

_Pr

I =
t Td

®)
where T4 is the duration in hours.

While the Gumbel distribution has been popularly used, it has some drawbacks as
it is characterized by constant skewness because of its non-tailed distribution. While
the modeling using the Gumbel distribution is widely used due to its simplicity, the
consideration of independent variables such as the probability of selecting one variable vs
selecting another independent variable must be considered carefully [80].

3. Materials and Methods
3.1. Study Area

The Lake Erie region, encompassing the towns of Willoughby in Lake County, Ohio,
and Buffalo in Erie County, New York, presents a dynamic climate characterized by distinct
seasonal variations and notable precipitation patterns (Figure 1). This geographical area,
located in the United States, is situated along the eastern edge of the Great Lakes. The
region’s climatic conditions and precipitation trends have been the focus of investigation,
revealing important insights into changing weather dynamics.

Willoughby is nestled within Lake County, Ohio, and boasts geographical coordinates
of 41°38/45" N latitude and 81°24/35” W longitude. Covering an area of 26.78 km?, with
26.55 km? of land and 0.23 km? of water, the town showcases a blend of natural and
aquatic surroundings. The climate of Willoughby exhibits a clear division between its
hot, muggy summers and cold, snowy winters. During the warm season, average daily
high temperatures soar above 23 °C, peaking at around 28 °C, while lows hover around
20 °C. In contrast, the cold season sees average daily highs of 7 °C with lows plunging
to —5 °C, and the high temperatures barely reaching 2 °C. Rainfall is a consistent feature
throughout the year, with September holding the record for the wettest month, experiencing
an average of 78mm of rain. In contrast, February marks the driest period with an average
of 29 mm of rain. This climatic data, meticulously recorded from 2015 to 2023, provides a
comprehensive understanding of Willoughby’s distinctive weather patterns. The region
has witnessed an increase in temperature and rainfall intensity, coupled with a rising trend
in extreme weather events, as documented in historical climate data [81].

Similarly, Buffalo, situated in Erie County, New York, is another integral part of the
Lake Erie region (Figure 1). The city is positioned at 42°53/11” N latitude and 78°5241" W
longitude, encompassing an expansive area of 26.78 km?. Buffalo’s climate exhibits a
distinct contrast between its warm, partly cloudy summers and its freezing, snowy, windy,
and mostly cloudy winters. The warm season witnesses average daily high temperatures
exceeding 21 °C, peaking at approximately 26 °C, while daily lows stay above 18 °C. In
the cold season, average daily high temperatures barely reach 5°C, with lows plummeting
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to —6 °C and highs only reaching —0 °C. Like Willoughby, Buffalo experiences consistent
rainfall throughout the year. September stands as the wettest month, with an average of
72 mm of rain, while February represents the driest month, recording an average of 19 mm
of rain. The meticulously recorded climate patterns from 2015 to 2023 provide an in-depth
understanding of Buffalo’s unique meteorological characteristics (Weather Spark).

N

* Buffalo
Y Town of Willoughby

NEW YORK

PENNSYLVANIA

0 55 110 220 Kilometers

Figure 1. The study area showing the two cities, the town of Willoughby and Buffalo, near the Lake
Erie Coast.

3.2. Climate Model Data

Past observed precipitation as well as RCM and GCM output data for different models
from CMIP5 and CMIP6, respectively, are included in the precipitation data used with
historical data and future data under various scenarios. For the town of Willoughby, the
historical observations were collected from the Hopkins International Airport station in
Cleveland, Ohio, which is 50 km away from the study site.

Similarly, for Buffalo, the observed historical precipitation data were obtained from
Buffalo Niagara International Airport. The 1 h precipitation data from the station were
utilized to prepare the observed historical data. This station was selected because it provides
long records of continuous data sets without any significant interruption.

The historical period from 1980-2019 was considered the baseline period and referred
to as Time Span-1 (TS-1), whereas the future period was divided into two time spans
2020-2059 as the near future (TS-2), and 2060-2099 as the far future (TS-3). This was
intended because the most recent data were available for the period of 1980-2019 and
separating the future period into smaller time frames would allow for a more detailed
analysis of potential changes in precipitation patterns with equal time for the near future
and distant future, providing a more comprehensive and holistic view of the potential
changes in precipitation patterns over time.

For this study, three RCMs with model-generated historical data and RCP8.5 scenarios
for each CMIP5 were selected from https:/ /na-cordex.org/, accessed on 1 January 2022.
Similarly, for CMIP5, three GCMs with historical and four SSP scenarios, namely, SSP126,
5SP245, SSP370, and SSP585, were chosen to examine the potential increase in future
precipitation. The projected simulations of precipitation in the future were obtained from
three climate models contributing to CMIP6: https:/ /esgf-node.llnl.gov /search/cmip6/,
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accessed on 1 January 2022. Together, the four CMIP6 scenarios and RCP8.5 from CMIP5
provide historical background and future predictions for the study, with the former serving
as a historical baseline for the worst-case climatic scenario and the latter as an attempt to
give insights into possible future orientations. The fundamental information for the three
selected CMIP5 and CMIP6 models is reported in Table 1.

Table 1. Description of the climate models and climate change scenarios used in the study.

CMIP5
Source Source ID GCM Scenario Grid Frequency Resolution
GFDL-ESM2M
NA-CORDEX WRF HadGEM2-ES hist, RCP8.5 NAM-22 1h 0.44° x 0.44°
MPI-ESM-LR
CMIP6
Source Source ID Experiment ID Variant Label Frequency Resolution
MIROC6 ) rlilplfl 1.4° x 1.4°
WRCP CNRM-CM6-1-HR hls:;;;%?g;;;g?ﬁ' rlilplf2 1h 0.5° x 0.5°
CNRM-ESM2-1 rlilp1f2 1.4° x 1.4°

The ability of the climate models to contribute hourly data was a primary factor in their
selection for this study. In addition, these models have already been widely adopted in the
research community, ensuring comparability and consistency with the existing literature
and increasing the credibility and reliability of the research. Furthermore, a more noted
comprehension of the potential effects of climate change on precipitation patterns was
made possible by including both historical and different future scenarios. Such climate
scenarios help us understand how precipitation responds to changes in greenhouse gas
emissions, which is useful for planning responses to climate change.

3.3. Bias Correction of Raw Data

In this study, the climate data from the climate model were corrected against the
observed daily data using the quantile mapping bias-correction approach, also known as
probability mapping or distribution mapping.

In this study, the Climate Data Bias Corrector (CDBC) tool developed by Gupta et al.
2019 [82] was used to complete the bias correction. The effectiveness of the tool and its
efficacy for bias corrections have been demonstrated in various studies [83-87].

3.4. Development of the IDF Curve

After the raw climate model data were bias-corrected, the next step was to develop
an IDF curve using the Gumbel Extreme Distribution method. For this, the raw data
were analyzed to determine the maximum precipitation intensity for each year from 1980
to 2099 for different rainfall durations (1 h, 2 h, 6 h, 12 h, and 24 h) at various return
periods including 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100 years. For each return period, the intensity
of the precipitation for each duration was calculated using the average of the maximum
precipitation and the standard deviation corresponding to the time frame. In addition, the
Gumbel frequency factor, or K-factor, was used to calculate the probability of the occurrence
of an event of a given magnitude.

Finally, the IDF curves were developed by plotting the intensity of precipitation against
the duration of the rainfall for each return period using the Multi-Model Ensemble (MME)
mean method.
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4. Results and Discussion

Since the major objective of this study was to develop IDF curves for both CMIP5
and CMIP6 models and evaluate the differences between them, simulated precipitation
data for historical and future periods were used. The data were adjusted to reduce biases
using the quantile mapping approach, and the results of the bias correction process are
presented in terms of the mean and standard deviation. The comparison of the average
and variability (standard deviation) in both the CMIP5 and CMIP6 models, both before
and after bias correction for the towns of Willoughby and Buffalo, has been presented in
Tables 2 and 3, respectively.

Table 2. Bias in terms of mean and standard deviation (st. dev.) before and after bias correction for
CMIP5 and CMIP6 models for the baseline period (TS-1: 1980-2019) for the town of Willoughby.

L CMIP5 Models
Statistics Observed GFDL-ESM2M HadGEM2-ES MPI-ESM-LR
Before After Before After Before After
Average (mm) 2.67 4.04 2.6 3.06 2.68 3.56 2.51
St. Dev. (mm) 6.62 7.24 6.78 7.11 6.58 6.79 6.39
CMIP6 Models
Statistics Observed GFDL-ESM2M HadGEM2-ES MPI-ESM-LR
Before After Before After Before After
Average (mm) 2.67 3.04 2.69 3.36 2.65 3.30 2.68
St. Dev. (mm) 6.62 6.06 6.77 6.60 6.71 6.13 6.77
Table 3. Bias in terms of mean and standard deviation (st. dev.) before and after bias correction for
CMIP5 and CMIP6 models for the baseline period (TS-1: 1980-2019) for Buffalo.
o CMIP5 Models
Statistics Observed GFDL-ESM2M HadGEM2-ES MPI-ESM-LR
Before After Before After Before After
Average (mm) 1.97 3.65 1.93 3.84 217 4.01 2.35
St. Dev. (mm) 5.40 7.06 5.66 7.64 6.52 8.05 7.23
CMIP6 Models
Statistics Observed GFDL-ESM2M HadGEM2-ES MPI-ESM-LR
Before After Before After Before After
Average (mm) 1.97 3.16 143 3.27 1.44 3.10 144
St. Dev. (mm) 5.40 6.29 4.90 6.11 493 6.24 4.87

4.1. CMIP5

A comprehensive analysis of the IDF curves, assembling three CMIP5 models for
the RCP8.5 scenario, provides a visual and mathematical representation of the changes
in IDF. The IDF curve for the historical baseline period and the near future is presented
in Figure 2. The analysis has revealed a considerable rise in rainfall intensity in the near
future compared to the historical baseline period, with a projection of 9-39% for various
durations and return periods for the town of Willoughby while the results from Buffalo
demonstrated an elevation projecting an increase of 4% to 27% across various durations
and return periods. It is important to note that the percentage increase was not linear,
rather large variations were detected for longer durations and higher return periods. The
non-linear nature of the increase in rainfall intensity implies that extreme rainfall events
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are projected to become even more intense in the near future. The analysis of the trend
of precipitation indicated that the increasing pattern observed in the near future could be
expected to further increase in the far future, as shown in Figure 3. Precipitation is expected
to become more intense and increase by 20-55% compared to the historical baseline period
for the town of Willoughby. However, such projections for the Buffalo region were relatively
more and indicated a potential surge in precipitation intensity by 38% to 84% relative to
the baseline historical period. Instances of extreme rainfall, both in shorter and longer
return periods, have surged in both frequency and intensity. This tendency raises concerns
about the likelihood of more frequent flash floods and stormwater flooding in the future.
To further illustrate this point, Figure 4 presents a graphical comparison of the percentage
change in intensity between different time frames. The study revealed that until the final
years of the century, hourly precipitation with a 100-year return period would increase by
almost 24% and 53% for the town of Willoughby and Buffalo region, respectively. Hourly
precipitation intensity could be expected to follow a predictable trend, increasing by 16%
in the near future and by a much larger percentage (29%) in the far future for the town
of Willoughby while Buffalo exhibited a 17% elevation in the near future and a notably
larger increment of 38% in the far future. These divergent tendencies highlight the value
of looking across multiple time periods when analyzing climate projections for the future,
which provide important clues that help us piece together how precipitation patterns may
shift over time. This increasing trend of precipitation in the Lake Erie region that we found
in our study is consistent with the findings of previous research [88,89] on the Great Lakes
region using CMIP5 models. Notably, the same models were used in the former studies,
which suggests the consistency and reliability of our findings.

80
= = =T=2Yrs (TS-1) = = =T=2Yrs (TS-1)
— T=2 Yrs (TS-2) 70 — T=2 Yrs (TS-2)
- = =T=5Yrs (TS-1) = = =T=5Yrs (TS-1)

— T=5 Yrs (TS-2) 60
T=10 Yrs (TS-1)
T=10 Yrs (TS-2)
T=25 Yrs (TS-1)
T=25 Yrs (TS-2)
= = =T=50Yrs (TS-1)
— T=50 Yrs (TS-2)
= = =T=100 Yrs (TS-1)
= T=100 Yrs (TS-2)

50

40

30

Rainfall Intensity (mm/hr)

20

10

=

10 15 20 25
Rainfall Duration (hrs)
(a)

— T=5 Yrs (TS-2)
T=10 Yrs (TS-1)
T=10 Yrs (TS-2)
T=25 Yrs (TS-1)
T=25 Yrs (TS-2)
= = =T=50Yrs (TS-1)
— T=50 Yrs (TS-2)
= = =T=100 Yrs (TS-1)
—— T=100 Yrs (TS-2)

10 15 20
Rainfall Duration (hrs)
(b)

25

Figure 2. IDF curves for the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the near future from 2020 to
2059 (TS-2) considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP5 RCP8.5
models for (a) the town of Willoughby (left panel), and (b) the city of Buffalo (right panel).
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Figure 3. IDF curves for the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the far-future period from
2060 to 2099 (TS-3) considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP5
RCP8.5 models for (a) the town of Willoughby (left panel), and (b) the city of Buffalo (right panel).
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Figure 4. The left and right figures of the upper panel (a) represent the town of Willoughby, whereas
the left and right figures of the lower panel (b) represent the city of Buffalo. The left graph of the
upper panel shows the comparison of the percentage change in the rainfall intensity between the
baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the near future from 2020 to 2059 (TS-2), whereas the
right panel shows the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the far future period from 2060 to
2099 (TS-3) for the town of Willoughby for different return periods and rainfall durations of CMIP5
RCP8.5. The exact interpretation is true for the city of Buffalo in the lower panel.
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4.2. CMIP6

In this study, the most recent climate model, CMIP6, agreed with the earlier versions of
the model, i.e., CMIP5, in predicting an increase in precipitation. The findings indicated that
even with the lowest SSP scenario (SSP126), there would be an increase in rainfall intensity in
the near future, with a range of 3-19% for the town of Willoughby and 4% to 54% for Buffalo
(Figure 5). It is interesting to note that the magnitude of the increase in the intensity of rainfall
could be expected to vary across different durations and return periods. For the town of
Willoughby, the two-year return period for a six-hour rainfall showed the lowest percentage
increase in intensity. On the other hand, the return period of 100 years for rainfall lasting
2 h showed the largest percentage increase in intensity. However, for the Buffalo region, the
smallest increase could be expected for a 24 h rainfall with a 2-year return period, whereas the
largest increment could be expected for a 100-year return period for a 2-h duration rainfall.
This trend persists in the far future (Figure 6), with the most pronounced increase as high as
56% anticipated for the 1-h duration of a 100-year return period.
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Figure 5. IDF curves for the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the near future from 2020 to
2059 (TS-2) considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP6 SSP126
models for (a) the town of Willoughby (left panel), (b) city of Buffalo (right panel).
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Figure 6. IDF curves for the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the far future from 2060 to
2099 (TS-3) considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP6 SSP126
models for (a) the town of Willoughby (left panel), and (b) city of Buffalo (right panel).
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The precipitation intensity for the near future can be expected to rise primarily for
shorter durations (Figure 7). Similarly, this trend can be expected for the far future (Figure 8)
suggesting a significant future increase in precipitation intensity for both the town of
Willoughby and Buffalo, especially for shorter durations. It is interesting to report that
a shorter duration of precipitation could be expected significantly in the Buffalo region
compared to Willoughby. Comparing the near-future and historical baseline, this study
indicated that precipitation intensity might double in the near future and triple in the far
future for various durations and return periods. This disparity in trends emphasizes the
significance of evaluating various time segments when analyzing future climate projections,
enabling a deeper understanding of the evolving patterns of precipitation.
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Figure 7. IDF curves for the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the near future from 2020 to
2059 (TS-2:) considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP6 SSP245
models for (a) the town of Willougby (left panel), (b) city of Buffalo (right panel).
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Figure 8. IDF curves for the baseline period (TS-1: 1980-2019) vs. the far future (TS-3: 2060-2099)
considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP6 SSP245 models for
(a) the town of Willoughby and (b) city of Buffalo.

Likewise, the SSP370 scenario predicted intriguing insights about the future of pre-
cipitation intensity. In particular, hourly precipitation with a return period of two years
is predicted to increase in intensity, with the lowest observed increase of 5% (Figure 9).
The most significant increase in intensity, however, is expected for the 2-h duration of



Water 2023, 15, 4063

13 of 22

precipitation with a 100-year return period, which is projected to increase by 22% for the
town of Willoughby. However, for the Buffalo region, it is projected to rise significantly
to as high as 55% for a 1-h duration for a 2-year return period in the near future and by
94% for a 100-year return period in the far future. Comparisons of IDF curves for SSP370
near-future and far-future further underscore these trends (Figure 10).
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Figure 9. IDF curves for the baseline period (TS-1: 1980-2019) vs. the near future (TS-2: 2020-2059)
considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP6 SSP370 models for
(a) the town of Willoughby (left panel) and (b) city of Buffalo (right panel).
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Figure 10. IDF curves for the baseline period (TS-1: 1980-2019) vs. the far future (TS-3: 2060-2099)
considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP6 SSP370 models for
(a) the town of Willoughby (left panel) and (b) city of Buffalo (right panel). In the same manner, the
SSP585 scenario under the CMIP6 model demonstrated an increase in precipitation intensity, with
a projected range of 6-57% (Figure 11) and 19-140% (Figure 12) for the near-future and far-future,
respectively, for various durations and return periods for both the town of Willoughby and the Buffalo
region. The results showed that in the most catastrophic scenario (SSP585), hourly precipitation with
a 100-year return period would rise by an average of approximately 24% in the future in the town of
Willoughby and by around 80% in the Buffalo region (Figure 13).
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Figure 11. IDF curves for the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the near future from 2020 to
2059 (TS-2) considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP6 SSP585
models for (a) the town of Willoughby (left panel) and (b) city of Buffalo (right panel).
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Figure 12. IDF curves for the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the far future from 2060 to
2099 (TS-3) considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP6 SSP585
models for (a) the town of Willoughby (left panel), (b) city of Buffalo (right panel).
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Figure 13. The upper panel (a) represents the town of Willoughby and the lower panel (b) represents
the City of Buffalo. The upper panel shows the graphical comparison showing the rainfall intensity
percentage change between the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the near future from 2020
to 2059 (TS-2), on the left, and the baseline period from 1980 to 2019 (TS-1) vs. the far future from
2080 to 2099 (TS-3), on the right, for different return periods and rainfall duration of CMIP6 SSP585
in the upper panel for the town of Willoughby (a). The exact similar comparison is presented in the
lower panel (b) for the city of Buffalo.

Earlier research in the Great Lakes region [90] found that CMIP6 models’ representa-
tions of precipitation would vary widely and contrast with those observed in real-world
data sets. Nonetheless, the MIROC6 model used in this study agreed with the similar
trend in increased precipitation presented by Minallah and Steiner, 2021 [91], indicating
the reliability of the findings and validating the predictive ability of the model for future
precipitation patterns.

4.3. CMIP5 vs. CMIP6: A Comparison

The comparison of the near future for both CMIP5 RCP8.5 and CMIP6 SSP585 has
been presented in Figure 14. The study revealed that the increase in rainfall intensity for
various duration hours and return periods for CMIP5 RCP8.5 and CMIP6 SSP585 was
projected to be within the range of 9-39% and 20-55% for the near future and the far future,
respectively, for the town of Willoughby, whereas much a higher range from 4% to 57% for
near future, and 19% to 140% for far future could be expected in the Buffalo region across
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different durations and return periods. Similarly, Figure 15 shows the plots of the far future
for both CMIPs, suggesting a significant increase in precipitation in Lake Erie in the future.
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Figure 14. IDF curves for the near future period from 2020 to 2059 (TS-2:) considering a 2, 5, 10, 25,
50, and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP5 RCP8.5 vs. CMIP6 SSP585 models for (a) the
town of Willoughby (left panel), and (b) city of Buffalo (right panel).
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Figure 15. IDF curves for the far future period from 2060 to 2099 (TS-3) considering a 2, 5, 10, 25, 50,
and 100-year return period ensembling three CMIP5 RCP8.5 vs. CMIP6 SSP585 models for (a) the
town of Willoughby (left panel), and (b) city of Buffalo (right panel).

The CMIP6 models were assessed under various scenarios, including ssp126, ssp245,
ssp370, and ssp585, revealing an increase in precipitation intensity from 2-22% for the near
future and 6-40% for the far future across various rainfall durations and return periods
for the town of Willoughby, whereas an increase in precipitation intensity from 2% to 95%
for the near future and 3% to 192% for the far future was detected in the Buffalo region.
Even though both CMIPs indicate an increase in precipitation intensity, the CMIP5 RCP8.5
stands out with a higher rainfall intensity than the CMIP6 SSP585, with an intensity range
that exceeds the CMIP6 SSP585 by 28% across varying durations and return periods for
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the town of Willoughby. Interestingly, in the Buffalo region, the findings highlight the
intriguing revelation that CMIP6 projects a more substantial increase in intensity for longer
durations and higher return periods, a departure from CMIP5’s trend. Notably, CMIP6 SSP
scenarios emphasize significant changes, particularly for the future towards the century’s
end. Furthermore, the contrast between CMIP5 predictions for Willoughby and Buffalo,
and CMIPé6'’s higher prediction in Buffalo, underscores the complex regional variability.

During the analysis of meteorological data in this study, it was found that the intensity
of precipitation would increase with longer return periods. The hourly precipitation is
expected to see an increase in the upper range of extreme values in the future, specifically
for the 95th percentile. This means that the most severe precipitation events that happen
only 5% of the time are likely to become more intense, with a projected increase in the 95th
percentile range of 5% to 24%, and the average hourly rainfall in the near future and far
future is expected to increase by 7-28% by both CMIPs, which is a signal that communities
need to prepare for the impacts of extreme weather events and invest in measures to build
more resilient communities in the face of a changing climate. The results show that extreme
weather events will become more intense, requiring sustainable development to mitigate
urban flooding.

In Buffalo, the research foresees increased intensity of precipitation for extended return
periods. The 95th percentile range, symbolizing severe rainfall events, is expected to triple
in intensity by the century’s close, reflecting the escalating severity of extreme weather
occurrences. There was a discrepancy between the study’s findings and the historical data
reported by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). One possible
explanation for the discrepancies found in the data is that lakes were either simplified or
left out entirely from the climate models used to examine potential future climate changes.
The credibility of the CMIP5 models’ projections was called into question by a previous
study by [91], which found that most of them did not accurately capture the impact of
the Great Lakes on the regional climate. Inaccurately simulating regional climate patterns
requires a thorough understanding of the interaction between lakes, the atmosphere, and
the land. This highlights the need for additional research on the accuracy of sub-daily data
and casts doubt on the applicability of the models used.

However, it is essential to acknowledge the limitations of this study, such as the fact
that it is based on the rainfall estimates of a single location and may not be representative
of every location of the Lake Erie basin. Further studies could be accomplished to explore
the limitations and make improvements, such as potential uncertainties in the models, data,
and bias correction methods. Regardless, the results of this study provide valuable insights
for urban planners, engineers, and decision-makers in developing sustainable flood control
measures to mitigate the limitations. Additionally, there is a chance that the bias correction
methods adopted in this study, data, and models will all have uncertainties that will affect
the results. Further studies may explore these limitations and improve upon them.

5. Conclusions

This study aimed to develop and compare the IDF curves for future climate scenarios
using data from two different climate phases, CMIP5 and CMIP6, in the Lake Erie basin to
evaluate the impact of climate change on rainfall intensity. Since IDF curves are essential
tools in designing effective drainage systems for any engineering project, simulated precip-
itation data from historical and future periods were used to develop the IDF curves and
make comparisons. The data were adjusted to reduce biases using the quantile mapping
approach, and the bias-corrected climate data were used to develop the IDF curves using
the Gumbel Extreme Distribution Type I method.

The results for the town of Willoughby indicated a rise in precipitation intensity in
the future, ranging from 9 to 55% across different rainfall durations and return periods for
CMIP5 RCP8.5 and CMIP6 SSP585. The analysis of CMIP6 climate scenarios predicted a
significant average increase of 27% in the intensity of hourly precipitation for the recurrence
interval of 100 years in the future. Specifically, the SSP585 scenario projected an increase of
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9-26% in the near future and 21-47% in the far future, while the RCP8.5 scenario predicted
an increase of 11% to 24%, respectively. Even under the moderate climate change scenario
of SSP126, it can be expected to have an increase (averaging 6%) in hourly precipitation
intensity with a 2-year return period.

Similarly, the results from Buffalo indicated a rise in precipitation intensity in the
future, ranging from 3 to 140% across different rainfall durations and return periods for
CMIP5 RCP8.5 and CMIP6 SSP585. The analysis of CMIP6 climate scenarios predicts a
significant average increase of 99% in the intensity of hourly precipitation for the recurrence
interval of 100 years in the future. Specifically, the SSP585 scenario projects an increase of 6
to 57% in the near future and 19 to 140% in the far future, while the RCP8.5 scenario predicts
increases of 4% to 27% in the near future and 27% to 85% across varying rainfall duration
and return periods, respectively. Even under the moderate climate change scenario of
SSP126, it can be expected to have an increase (averaging 50%) in hourly precipitation
intensity with a 2-year return period.

The reliance on a limited number of models and scenarios may not account for the
entire range of uncertainty in future scenarios. By using a variety of models and scenarios,
it is possible to ensure a thorough representation of climate projections, which successfully
addresses issues with the overestimation or underestimation of climate consequences. This
approach reduces biases promoting particular climatic outcomes, improving the study’s
generalizability across different contexts and periods. In this context, further research is
needed to understand the combined effects of these uncertainties with other sources of
variability, such as land use change and natural internal weather variability. The large
uncertainty is the output of the GCMs, and the RCMs also highlight the need for uncertainty
analysis and probability-based IDF curves. Furthermore, the process of bias correction
in a climate model is not immune to uncertainties. Climate scientists generally agree
that extreme precipitation is intensifying; nevertheless, the phenomenon is complex and
depends on a number of elements, including scale dependencies, physical considerations,
regional variances, and confidence levels. To get accurate and trustworthy results for
climate adaptation and infrastructure development, these aspects must be carefully taken
into account during bias-correction processes. Future forecasts of climatic variables may
be subjected to uncertainty after being corrected for bias in climate models, even when
based on a single reference period. Hence, future climate results may vary depending
on the reference period selected. These uncertainties impact research outcomes as they
attempt to rectify inaccuracies in the data. The assumptions made during the correction
process significantly influence the results and the manner in which data are rectified. Flaws
in past data can lead to inaccuracies in future climate forecasts. Uncertainties arise when
adjustments are made to data geographically or over different time spans. Different model
responses to bias correction can leave behind residual errors. Additionally, in a changing
environment, maintaining consistent climatic conditions becomes challenging, complicating
future projections. Future research could explore various methods for responding to all
these unknowns, such as using the professional analysis of climatologists or utilizing more
robust statistical methods or machine learning algorithms. Therefore, in order to improve
the current IDF curves in water infrastructure design, it is recommended that many time
periods be taken into account in order to accommodate both immediate and long-term
demands. In order to achieve dependable IDF curves, it is imperative to emphasize the
implementation of strong statistical approaches in the processing of climatic data and bias
correction. Furthermore, there is a need for a hybrid approach that makes use of many
reference periods due to the complex nature of the interrelationships between climatic
variables. To sum up, the study emphasizes the importance of updating the existing
IDF curves that guide the design of water management infrastructure to account for the
effects of climate change. It makes a substantial contribution to our understanding of how
climate change impacts water management by providing information on shifting patterns
of rainfall that are essential for developing adaptive infrastructure. The integration of
many climate models and scenarios facilitates the development of adaptable infrastructure



Water 2023, 15, 4063 19 of 22

that can account for a range of potential outcomes. Concentrating on particular regions
highlights the significance of customized planning for a range of climate impacts, and
addressing uncertainties highlights the necessity of flexible infrastructure to handle a range
of future possibilities, guaranteeing long-term climate preparedness.
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