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Requesting Agency/Entity 

NOAA Sanctuaries 

Purpose 

Annual summary of U.S. purse seine catch and effort inside U.S. Exclusive Economic Zones 
(EEZ)s, and outside U.S. EEZs on the high seas and in non-U.S. (foreign) EEZs. 

Original data was provided in DR-23-04: provides catch and effort of U.S. purse seine vessels 
inside and outside of the U.S. EEZ surrounding the PRIA. 

This report provides an update to 2022 and data for 2023. 

Data Sources 

USA purse seine Regional Purse Seine Logbook (RPL), 1988 to 2023.  Data version March 16, 
2024, Oracle tables: Oracle tables: SPT_RPL_PTA_HEADER_V_20240316, 
SPT_TRIP_EVT_V_20240316, SPT_CATCH_V_20240316 and various lookup tables. Date of 
access – March 29, 2024. 

Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center, 2024. U.S. Western Pacific Purse Seine. 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/inport/item/70638. 

Data Summary Notes 

The first table represents an annual summary of USA purse seine catch and effort inside U.S. 
EEZs, and outside U.S. EEZs on the high seas and in non-U.S. (foreign) EEZs. 

The spatial area of assignment is based on the geographical point of a purse seine set on the 
regional purse seine logsheet (RPL). Data are not included if confidential (i.e., an area and year 
represented by <3 purse seine vessels) and these data will be denoted as c.d.. Only fishing data 
in the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission were extracted; the Inter-American 
Tropical Tuna Commission area was not considered.  

The second table represents the percentage of Pacific Remote Islands Area (PRIA) tuna catch 
that is landed in American Samoa. 

https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/50569
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/inport/item/70638
https://doi.org/10.25923/jnma-xz97
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

1988 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1988 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1988 Jarvis Island EEZEEZ 0 0 0 0 
1988 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1988 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 62 31 816 17,598 
1988 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 71 31 2,953 51,293 
1988 Total - - 3,769 68,891 
1988 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 0.0% - 
1988 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.0% 

- 
1989 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1989 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1989 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1989 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1989 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 61 29 363 5,220 
1989 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 135 35 6,224 137,904 
1989 Total - - 6,587 143,123 
1989 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 0.0% - 
1989 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.0% 

- 
1990 American Samoa EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
1990 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 80 37 760 19,551 
1990 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1990 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 4 4 15 348 
1990 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 116 39 1,267 35,418 
1990 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 157 43 4,489 112,033 
1990 Total - - 6,531 167,350 
1990 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 11.9% - 
1990 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 11.9% 

- 
1991 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1991 Howland and Baker Island 

EEZEEZ 18 13 69 1,676 
1991 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

1991 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1991 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 137 42 1,255 32,021 
1991 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 203 43 5,966 185,484 
1991 Total - - 7,290 219,181 
1991 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 1.0% - 
1991 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.8% 

- 
1992 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1992 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 67 38 507 13,182 
1992 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1992 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1992 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 139 44 1,206 29,016 
1992 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 184 44 5,844 167,181 
1992 Total - - 7,556 209,380 
1992 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 6.7% - 
1992 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 6.3% 

- 
1993 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1993 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 61 36 479 12,359 
1993 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1993 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1993 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 119 42 1,222 28,883 
1993 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 170 42 6,529 161,868 
1993 Total - - 8,231 203,110 
1993 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 5.8% - 
1993 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 6.1% 

- 
1994 American Samoa EEZ 3 3 24 32 
1994 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 49 32 355 14,898 
1994 Jarvis Island EEZ 52 33 339 12,499 
1994 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
1994 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 167 47 1,643 41,065 
1994 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 206 49 5,847 145,773 
1994 Total - - 8,207 214,266 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

1994 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 8.4% - 
1994 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 12.8% 

- 
1995 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1995 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 4 3 39 467 
1995 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1995 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1995 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 111 42 1,018 21,445 
1995 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 178 44 6,890 150,954 
1995 Total - - 7,946 172,866 
1995 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 0.5% - 
1995 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.3% 

- 
1996 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1996 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 32 18 187 3,653 
1996 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1996 Palmyra Atoll EEZ - - - - 
1996 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 126 38 1,760 33,231 
1996 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 153 39 5,202 112,148 
1996 Total - - 7,149 149,031 
1996 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 2.6% - 
1996 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 2.5% 

- 
1997 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1997 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 110 34 1,120 30,445 
1997 Jarvis Island EEZ 41 30 335 6,870 
1997 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 4 4 8 172 
1997 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 133 34 1,306 26,477 
1997 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 155 35 4,179 82,545 
1997 Total - - 6,949 146,509 
1997 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 21.1% - 
1997 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 25.6% 

- 
1998 American Samoa EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

1998 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 59 34 435 17,086 
1998 Jarvis Island EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
1998 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1998 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 153 38 1,555 51,037 
1998 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 170 38 4,101 106,401 
1998 Total - - 6,091 174,524 
1998 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 7.1% - 
1998 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 9.8% 

- 
1999 American Samoa EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
1999 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 42 25 200 10,813 
1999 Jarvis Island EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
1999 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
1999 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 146 36 1,147 48,223 
1999 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 166 36 3,368 124,253 
1999 Total - - 4,715 183,289 
1999 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 4.2% - 
1999 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 5.9% 

- 
2000 American Samoa EEZ 5 5 13 120 
2000 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 15 16 81 1,405 
2000 Jarvis Island EEZ 8 7 32 704 
2000 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2000 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 93 33 883 22,296 
2000 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 111 33 3,529 98,514 
2000 Total - - 4,537 123,039 
2000 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 2.5% - 
2000 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 1.7% 

- 
2001 American Samoa EEZ 4 4 30 144 
2001 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 39 24 302 6,530 
2001 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2001 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2001 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 96 30 923 21,867 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

2001 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 116 31 3,713 86,117 
2001 Total - - 4,967 114,658 
2001 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 6.1% - 
2001 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 5.7% 

- 
2002 American Samoa EEZ 6 6 38 145 
2002 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 7 10 86 796 
2002 Jarvis Island EEZ 29 22 316 6,318 
2002 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2002 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 90 29 1,274 23,814 
2002 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 107 29 3,804 83,131 
2002 Total - - 5,518 114,205 
2002 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 7.3% - 
2002 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 6.2% 

- 
2003 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2003 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 22 17 193 4,448 
2003 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2003 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2003 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 63 26 900 14,648 
2003 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 79 26 3,643 68,437 
2003 Total - - 4,736 87,533 
2003 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 4.1% - 
2003 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 5.1% 

- 
2004 American Samoa EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2004 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 4 7 57 257 
2004 Jarvis Island EEZ 14 10 183 3,062 
2004 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 7 6 39 968 
2004 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 57 21 1,020 14,478 
2004 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 59 21 2,795 48,616 
2004 Total - - 4,093 67,381 
2004 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 6.8% - 
2004 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 6.4% 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

- 
2005 American Samoa EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2005 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 17 10 87 2,244 
2005 Jarvis Island EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2005 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 5 5 31 1,271 
2005 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 62 15 830 22,296 
2005 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 69 15 2,177 57,955 
2005 Total - - 3,125 83,765 
2005 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 3.8% - 
2005 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 4.2% 

- 
2006 American Samoa EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2006 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 25 12 178 5,860 
2006 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2006 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2006 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 57 13 543 14,331 
2006 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 66 13 1,932 48,913 
2006 Total - - 2,653 69,104 
2006 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 6.7% - 
2006 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 8.5% 

- 
2007 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2007 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 7 6 45 370 
2007 Jarvis Island EEZ 3 3 34 955 
2007 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2007 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 75 18 787 27,035 
2007 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 87 20 1,869 59,212 
2007 Total - - 2,734 87,572 
2007 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 2.9% - 
2007 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 1.5% 

 
2008 American Samoa EEZ 6 6 13 181 
2008 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 12 10 40 642 
2008 Jarvis Island EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

2008 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2008 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 167 32 1,506 41,040 
2008 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 232 35 5,415 158,581 
2008 Total - - 6,974 200,443 
2008 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 0.6% - 
2008 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.3% 

 
2009 American Samoa EEZ 10 7 35 228 
2009 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 10 9 40 1,826 
2009 Jarvis Island EEZ 4 4 24 782 
2009 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2009 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 207 39 1,655 54,182 
2009 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 303 39 6,402 212,817 
2009 Total - - 8,156 269,835 
2009 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 0.8% - 
2009 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 1.0% 

 
2010 American Samoa EEZ 4 3 11 208 
2010 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 4 5 12 451 
2010 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2010 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2010 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 60 29 381 11,318 
2010 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 267 37 7,338 231,749 
2010 Total - - 7,742 243,726 
2010 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 0.2% - 
2010 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.2% 

 
2011 American Samoa EEZ 7 5 18 388 
2011 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 3 3 19 418 
2011 Jarvis Island EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2011 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2011 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 78 30 569 13,097 
2011 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 233 36 7,120 185,149 
2011 Total - - 7,726 199,052 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

2011 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 0.2% - 
2011 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.2% 

 
2012 American Samoa EEZ 19 8 78 1,513 
2012 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 11 9 58 868 
2012 Jarvis Island EEZ 11 8 54 2,692 
2012 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2012 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 138 38 1,186 35,765 
2012 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 287 39 6,891 213,892 
2012 Total - - 8,267 254,730 
2012 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 1.4% - 
2012 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 1.4% 

 
2013 American Samoa EEZ 6 5 31 476 
2013 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 10 9 74 1,851 
2013 Jarvis Island EEZ 9 7 43 1,330 
2013 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 7 5 22 598 
2013 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 129 38 1,053 33,820 
2013 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 278 40 6,763 216,468 
2013 Total - - 7,986 254,543 
2013 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 1.7% - 
2013 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 1.5% 

 
2014 American Samoa EEZ 29 12 85 3,067 
2014 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 19 10 115 3,357 
2014 Jarvis Island EEZ 3 3 13 128 
2014 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2014 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 147 37 1,103 34,810 
2014 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 326 40 7,336 256,753 
2014 Total - - 8,652 298,115 
2014 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 1.5% - 
2014 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 1.2% 

 
2015 American Samoa EEZ 8 6 25 505 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

2015 Howland and Baker Island EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2015 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2015 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2015 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 129 38 1,837 88,616 
2015 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 238 38 4,885 148,668 
2015 Total - - 6,746 237,788 
2015 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 0.0% - 
2015 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.0% 

 
2016 American Samoa EEZ 7 5 19 370 
2016 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 8 6 75 2,927 
2016 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2016 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2016 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 99 36 1,628 64,142 
2016 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 213 34 3,870 133,384 
2016 Total - - 5,592 200,823 
2016 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 1.3% - 
2016 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 1.5% 

 
2017 American Samoa EEZ 6 4 11 170 
2017 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 11 6 88 3,159 
2017 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2017 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2017 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 74 28 842 16,963 
2017 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 205 33 4,658 145,004 
2017 Total - - 5,599 165,296 
2017 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 1.6% - 
2017 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 1.9% 

 
2018 American Samoa EEZ 6 4 16 373 
2018 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 7 5 65 1,549 
2018 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2018 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2018 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 90 29 1,582 51,462 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

2018 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 201 34 4,032 141,151 
2018 Total - - 5,696 194,534 
2018 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 1.1% - 
2018 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.8% 

 
2019 American Samoa EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d. 
2019 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 6 4 23 837 
2019 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2019 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 6 5 17 687 
2019 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 124 30 1,539 71,620 
2019 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 147 29 2,735 92,766 
2019 Total - - 4,313 165,909 
2019 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 0.9% - 
2019 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 0.9% 

 
2020 American Samoa EEZ 12 7 23 441 
2020 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 10 6 68 3,215 
2020 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2020 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 13 7 31 2,114 
2020 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 121 23 1,680 63,032 
2020 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 129 22 1,898 68,586 
2020 Total - - 3,700 137,388 
2020 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 2.7% - 
2020 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 3.9% 

 
2021 American Samoa EEZ 4 3 5 53 
2021 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 8 4 66 3,059 
2021 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2021 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 12 7 47 2,384 
2021 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 50 17 815 26,772 
2021 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 44 18 525 18,203 
2021 Total - - 1,458 50,472 
2021 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 7.7% - 
2021 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 10.8% 
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Year Area Trips Vessels Fishing_days Tuna retained 
catch (mt) 

2022 American Samoa EEZ 8 5 24 541 
2022 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 13 7 94 3,948 
2022 Jarvis Island EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2022 Palmyra Atoll EEZ 11 6 37 1,941 
2022 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 50 13 748 27,592 
2022 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 49 12 461 21,709 
2022 Total - - 1,364 55,730 
2022 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 9.6% - 
2022 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 10.6% 

2023 American Samoa EEZ 0 0 0 0 
2023 Howland and Baker Island EEZ 6 7 60 1,256 
2023 Jarvis Island EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d.
2023 Palmyra Atoll EEZ c.d. c.d. c.d. c.d.
2023 WCPFC_HIGHSEAS 58 13 1,069 38,317 
2023 WCPFC_NONUSEEZ 48 12 511 26,184 
2023 Total - - 1,640 65,757 
2023 % Fishing Days in PRIA waters - - 3.7% - 
2023 % Retained Catch from PRIA - - - 1.9% 

Confidential data are denoted as c.d. 
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Year % of PRIA Catch Landed 
in American Samoa 

1988 0% 

1989 0% 

1990 97% 

1991 100% 

1992 95% 

1993 79% 

1994 93% 

1995 100% 

1996 99% 

1997 96% 

1998 93% 

1999 80% 

2000 90% 

2001 87% 

2002 96% 

2003 100% 

2004 96% 

2005 77% 

Year % of PRIA Catch Landed 
in American Samoa 

2006 81% 

2007 86% 

2008 99% 

2009 54% 

2010 68% 

2011 100% 

2012 69% 

2013 76% 

2014 100% 

2015 100% 

2016 100% 

2017 98% 

2018 100% 

2019 74% 

2020 94% 

2021 70% 

2022 68% 

2023 100% 

 


