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FOREWORD

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
under the aegis of its Undersea Research Program (NURP), directly
assists a large cadre of marine research scientists to conduct
their scientific activities under the sea. This research is
accomplished using manned submersibles, remotely operated
vehicles, and compressed-air scuba, mixed-gas, and saturation
mode diving. Additionally, the NURP assists all divers of the
nation through research undertaken in accordance with the terms
of Sec. 21(e) of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act of 1978
(PL 95-372; 43 USC 1331 et seqg.). This statute requires NOAA,
under the authority delegated by the Secretary of Commerce, to
"... conduct studies of underwater diving techniques and
equipment suitable for protection of human safety and
improvement of diver performance."

The Research Report series published by NURP is intended to
provide the marine community with results of undersea research,
often presented at NURP-sponsored symposia and workshops, in a
timely fashion. In the majority of instances, participants at
symposia or workshops are reporting on results of NURP-sponsored
research. In such instances, the printing of their papers meets
report requirements of grantees to the Office of Undersea
Research. In other instances, the topic is of direct interest to
NURP and could represent a framework for future research if
published and distributed to the science community.

The papers presented in this volume are the result of a
symposium held at the National Undersea Research Center at the
University of North Carolina at Wilmington on September 30 to
October 2, 1987. The purpose of the symposium was to establish
and describe the current status of coastal oceanography in the
Carolina Capes region of the South Atlantic Bight. Because of
continued intense interest following the symposium, participants
were asked to rewrite their oral presentations to include
extensive literature reviews and the latest data available. The
papers, as presented, represent the status of oceanography in the
region as of late 1989. Accordingly, proposals to conduct in
situ research in the Carolina Capes region will find reference to
this symposium to be useful background.

Papers are printed as presented, and publication is in par-
tial fulfillment of requirements under Grant No. NA80O-AA-H-00081.
Comments on the report are welcome. They should be directed to:

Director

National Undersea Research Program
NOAA

6010 Executive Blvd., Room 805
Rockville, MD 20852

Rockville, Maryland David B. Duane
December 1989 Director
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PREFACE

The National Undersea Research Program of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) conducts
oceanographic research utilizing a variety of systems including
manned submersibles, saturation habitats, remotely operated
vehicles (ROVs), and air and mixed gas SCUBA. There are currently
five National Undersea Research Centers, located at Universities,
which operate under grants from NOAA and constitute the national
program. The centers are located at the Caribbean Marine Research
Center, Lee Stocking Island, Bahamas, the University of
Connecticut at St. Croix, USUI, the University of Hawaii at Manoa,
and the University of North Carolina at Wilmington.

The National Undersea Research Program conducts research on
regional and national objectives in the broad areas of: global
oceanic processes, pathways and fate of materials in the ocean and
great lakes, coastal oceanic and estuarine processes, ocean
lithosphere and mineral resources, biological productivity and
living resources, diving safety and physiology, and ocean
technology. ‘

The papers presented in this volume are the result of a
symposium held at the National Undersea Research Center at the
University of North Carolina at Wilmington on September 30 to
October 2, 1987. The purpose of the symposium was to establish
the current status of coastal oceanography in the Carolina Capes
region. Because of intense interest, the symposium volume authors
were asked to rewrite their papers to include extensive literature
reviews and the latest data available. The papers, as presented,
represent the status of oceanography in the region as of January
1990. The volume is organized into three major parts: I.
Land/Sea Interaction, II. Studies on the North Carolina
Continental Margin and III. North Carolina Marine Policies and
Programs.

We wish to acknowledge Ms. Gloria Crowell who typed the final
papers into camera ready copy and also provided significant
organization. Ms. Jo-el Spader assisted in the final proof
reading and organization of the volume.

Dr. R.Y. George Dr. Alan W. Hulbert
Professor of Oceanography Center for Marine Science
University of North Carolina Research
at Wilmington National Undersea Research
Center

University of North Carolina
at Wilmington
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INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Marine Expo '87 Symposium volume contains research papers
and presentations that give an overview of ongoing research
projects along the North Carolina coast and also provides a vivid
impression of the various marine programs in North Carolina. This
volume entitled "North Carolina Coastal Oceanography" current as
of January, 1990 will serve as a source of reference for
researchers and students in the field of marine science for years
to come. The volume includes three parts. The first part deals
with interaction between the seashore and the estuaries with
emphasis on pathogenic organisms and biotechnology-aquaculture
potentials. The second part primarily addresses questions of
continental shelf-slope dynamics with foci on the gulf strean,
geologic history, air-sea fluxes, slope processes and biota, of
the Carolina Capes. The third part is unique since it is probably
the first time all marine related program managers and policy
makers from the different institutions and agencies have assembled
to succinctly assess "the state of the art" with reference to the
various activities that are currently in progress in North
Carolina.

An important coastal process along the shores of North
Ccarolina is the erosion problem which has a profound influence on
the morphology of the coast. There were two research papers on
this subject; unfortunately these papers are not included in the
symposium proceedings. Similarly, a research paper on the status
of aquaculture in North Carolina state was also presented in the
symposium but this paper was not submitted for inclusion in this
volume. Nevertheless, an extensive discussion on marine
biotechnology and aquaculture potentials in North Carolina became
an integral part of the workshop proceedings that constitute the
final chapter of the volume. We are thankful to Mrs. Mimi
cunningham of the University Advancement Office for her help in
the organization of the symposium and her colleague Mrs. Renee
Brantley for her contributions in the preparation of the symposium
announcement and the design of the symposium logo.

As conveners of the conference and co-editors of the
symposium volume, we are extremely grateful to the sponsoring
organizations and in particular to certain individuals who gave
us, not only moral support, but also constant encouragement to
make the event a success. Dr. William H. Wagoner, Chancellor of
the host institution, the University of North Carolina at
Wilmington, gracefully supported the concept of the symposium and
addressed the delegates. The co-sponsors of the symposium are
(1) the North Carolina Biotechnology Center which gave a grant for
conducting the conference and meeting part of the publication
cost; (2) the National Undersea Research Center at UNCW; (3) the
UNC Marine Science Coordinating Committee; (4) the Center for
Marine Science Research and the Department of Biological Sciences
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at UNCW; (5) the Duke-UNC Oceanography Consortium. We are very
thankful to the sponsors for their generous support.

Dr. Rita Colwell graciously delivered the Key Note address
on marine biotechnology that is so relevant to the theme of the
symposium which bridges a link between the oceanographers and the
molecular biologists. For her unique contribution in bridging the
gap between field research and laboratory studies, this volume
is dedicated to Dr. Colwell. It is appropriate that we discuss
general oceanography projects with a broad and open outlook and
make the best use of the seas for the betterment of mankind. Dr.
Charles L. Cahill, Provost of UNCW, welcomed the delegates at the
symposium banquet, held in honor of Dr. Rita Colwell. Dr. Daniel
B. Plyler, Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Paul
Hosier, Associate Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs gave their
support to the symposium by making contributions at several
symposium events. Dr. James Merritt, Director of the Center for
Marine Science Research, showed keen interest and helped in
various phases of the preparation of the symposium volume.

We are indeed indebted to the Honorable Congressman Charles
Rose for taking the time to come from Washington, D.C. to attend
the policy session and for his valuable suggestion to promote a
dialogue between congressmen, state legislative representatives
from coastal counties in North Carolina and marine scientists in
educational institutions to discuss coastal issues and for a
mutual exchange of knowledge. The Honorable Secretary Thomas
Rhodes of the N.C. Department of Natural Resources addressed the
delegates and eloquently explained the state's policies and
programs. We are much beholding to the following individuals for
their help: Dr. Jasper Memory, Vice President, UNC; Dr. John
Costlow, Director, Duke Marine Laboratories; Dr. B. J. Copeland,
Director, UNC Sea Grant; Dr. Dirk Frankenberg, Director, UNC
Marine Science Program; Dr. Earl R. MacCormac, Science Advisor to
Governor James Martin; Dr. Charles E. Hamner, President, N. C.
Biotechnology Center and Dr. William Hogarth, Director, N.C.
Marine Fisheries. We also wish to thank the members of the
Symposium Advisory Council and Symposium Organizing Committee and
all those individuals who chaired the different symposium
sessions.

We thank the participants and the authors for their
contributions. We are grateful to the numerous reviewers of the
papers of the symposium. Although the reviewers remain anonymous,
we wish to acknowledge the key role they played in the process of
compilation of the symposium volume. During the symposium and in
the preparation of the volume Ms. Gloria Crowell helped
enormously, particulary in getting the manuscripts in camera-
ready format. We are thankful to Gloria for her help and
enthusiasm. Ms. Jo-el Spader helped with the final preparations
of the manuscripts.

ix



One inevitable outcome of the symposium exercise is the
awareness among N. C. marine scientists and policy makers that we
have more questions than answers. The marine scientists in North
Carolina are, therefore, bound to face more scientific challenges,
greater cooperation and coordinated efforts for prudent management
of North Carolina's natural resources along our coast. Let us now
summarize our feelings in simple words!

The Ocean is abundant with all
sorts of things,

The Oceanographers know that the future is full

of fascinating things.

Robert Y. George & Alan W. Hulbert
Symposium Conveners and Co-Editors
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DEDICATION

This Symposium Volume 1is dedicated to Professor Rita
Colwell for her outstanding contributions in the area of Marine
Biotechnology and Coastal Oceanography.

Prof. Rita Colwell delivering the
Symposium "Key Note Address" on
Sept. 30, 1987.

Provost Dr. Charles Cahill of the host
Institution (UNCW) presenting the Marine
Biotechnology Award to Dr. Rita Colwell.
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Prof. Robert Y. George, Symposium
Convener delivering the "Symposium
Opening Statement" on Sept. 30. 1987.

Provost Dr. Charles Cahill presenting
"Sir George Deacon Award" in Oceanography to
Dr. Leonard J. Pietrafesa.

"Support of Basic Marine Research is vital if
we are to understand the global oceans, to
predict the behavior of marine environment,
to exploit (wisely) the sea's resources"
...from 'Our Nation and The Sea,' 1969.

Symposium Motto:
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SYMPOSIUM OPENING STATEMENT

Robert Y. George

Symposium Organizer
, Center for Marine Science Research
University of North Carolina at Wilmington

We have gathered here for participating in the North
Carolina Coastal Oceanography Symposium. This year - 1987 - is
the 40th anniversary of the University of North Carolina at
Wilmington. It is a major milestone in the history of this
Institution. This Oceanography Symposium 1is, therefore,
conducted in honor of the celebration of the 40th anniversary of
this youthful, vibrant and growing University in the UNC-system.
As you know, this University is fondly labelled as the "UNC - By
the Sea" since the campus is 1located adjacent to the western
edge of the Atlantic Ocean and marine science 1is offered as an
integral part of the overall curriculum.

"Marine science", by definition, is an interdisciplinary
academic field wherein basic subjects like Chemistry, Physics,
Geology, Biology and Biotechnology merge with some measure of
equilibrium that leads toward a sound understanding of not only
what is there in the coastal environment but also in terms of
what is going on with reference to coastal processes and what
impact 'MAN' has on this resourceful environment. The quotation
in the Symposium announcement clearly points out "Support of
Basic Marine Research 1is wvital if we are to understand the
global oceans, to predict the behavior of the marine
environment, to exploit (wisely) the sea's resources." 1In North
Carolina we have a strong marine educational and research
program on the University campuses, in the Federal and State
Fisheries Laboratories and in industry-sponsored centers of
research such as the Marine Corrosion Laboratory at Wrightsville
Beach. Our strength in marine science is really remarkable if
we take 1into account the manpower, productivity and facilities
in the various academic marine programs in NCSU, UNC-Chapel
Hill, Duke University, ECU and UNCW. Many of the active marine
scientists in North Carolina have assembled here today to report
on what we are doing and what direction we are going during this
symposium. It is pleasant that we have chosen to hold this
conference in the autumn when the weather is much more conducive
and those of you who drove from the western part of the state
also had a chance to see the colors of the trees.

Let me at this point inform you how the idea of holding the
Coastal Oceanography Symposium came about. About two years ago,
soon after the Marine Expo '85, I was at the Duke University
Marine Laboratory at Beaufort to attend the annual meeting of
the North Carolina Oceanographers. This meeting was coordinated
by the Duke-UNC Oceanography Consortium which is also one of the
co-sponsors of this symposium. I found in this meeting that
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North Carolina Oceanographers are conducting research all over
the World Oceans - off Peru in South America, in Alaskan,
Norwegian and Swedish Fjords, in the Indian Ocean, in the Great
Lakes, and in the African Lakes and in the frigid waters of
Antarctica, apart from investigating the North Carolina waters.
The idea of conducting a symposium, exclusively dedicated to
North Carolina waters, came up in my discussions with some of
the scientists. Subsequently, Provost Dr. Charles Cahill of the
University of North Carolina at Wilmington appointed me to serve
on the UNC-Marine Science Coordinating Committee that is chaired
by Dr. Jasper Memory, Vice President for Research at the
University of North Carolina. I received full support from this
committee to make plans for this symposium. On a pleasant
afternoon, Dr. Pietrafesa of North Carolina State University,
and I drove up to the UNC General Administration in Chapel Hill
where we met with Dr. Memory who gave his enthusiastic
endorsement of the symposium program. I pursued this idea
further and as a consequence, a plan was proposed to bring
together not only academic marine scientists and students in the
University campuses but also managers and scientists from the
State and Federal Fisheries Laboratories in North Carolina, and
representatives from Research Triangle Institute, N. C.
Aguarium, private foundations and corporations such as
'Maricultura' at Wrightsville Beach. Today, this dream has come
true and the event is now real and, therefore, we are here to
spend three days of activities revolving around scientific
presentations, discussions, and dialogues all for the uplift of
our knowledge about the rivers, estuaries, marshes, beaches,
barrier islands, bays and the open ocean along the vast stretch
of the coast of North Carolina. We have appropriately selected
a "logo" for this Oceanography Symposium a satellite photograph
of North Carolina with the Gulf Stream flowing along the coast.
This satellite picture is portrayed on the front page of this
Symposium volume.

In recent years, the impact of man's activities has
endangered not only the aquatic environment but also led to
depletion of the ozone-layers twelve miles up in the Earth's
atmosphere. Thanks to the new International Treaty that will
hopefully help us to reduce the ozone-eating chemicals almost in
half by the year 2000. We, the marine scientists, should move
in this direction to take appropriate measures to reduce
pollution in North Carolina waters in excessive running of storm
waters and dumping of wastes (sewage, hydrocarbons, heavy
metals, even low-level radioactive waste) that threaten the
breeding areas of fin fishes and shell fishes such as oysters,
shrimps and blue crabs. Marine seafood industry contributes
significantly to the economy of the State of North Carolina.
With the advent of marine biotechnology and genetic engineering,
we are examining the possibility of producing new marine-based
pharmaceutical, innovative methods to clean up marine pollution
and possibly new anti-fouling techniques to protect marine
vessels from biodeterioration. There are enormous potentials
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for aguaculture. Let me give one example of the application of
biotechnology. Commercially important fishes such as salmon,
trout and bass produce millions of eggs in captivity. These
eggs hatch and develop only in the right environmental
conditions. When the fertilized fish eggs are exposed briefly
for a few minutes to high hydrostatic pressure or abnormal
temperature, the mitotic division takes place only in the
nucleus (a phenomenon known as Karyokinesis) but not in the
cytoplasm (cytokinesis). Therefore, we are able to produce
polyploid eggs. When these eggs develop, they grow much faster
and attain significantly 1larger final size. However, these
fishes become sterile. This culture method increases cultivated
biomass for human food. Our Key Note Speaker, Dr. Rita Colwell
from the University of Maryland will speak on this theme of
marine biotechnology during the Symposium Banguet this evening.

The Symposium has brought under one roof both the coastal
marine scientists and policy makers to review the state of the
art in the field of coastal oceanography in North Carolina. The
proceedings of this Symposium incorporates researches along the
shoreline, studies in the Continental Shelf and continental
margin and research in the field of biotechnology. The
Symposium Volume, containing the presentations of several North
Carolina marine scientists, will undoubtedly serve as a
reference book for students, researchers and program managers in
the coastal environment of North Carolina, and may also serve as
a stimulus for other coastal states to make a similar approach
to review their current activities in Coastal Oceanography.
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SYMPOSIUM KEYNOTE ADDRESS
"Marine Biotechnology: Its Scope in National Perspectives"

Rita Colwell
Director, Maryland Biotechnology Institute
University of Maryland
Adelphi, Maryland 20783

I am delighted to be here tonight to talk about my favorite
topic, marine biotechnology, and the future of marine science,
which I think is really very exciting. In the past couple of
hundred years, marine scientists and especially marine biologists,
have amassed fantastic amounts of information and literature.
Marine biologists in general are the type of individuals who spend
time at the seashore, not just counting clam shells, looking or
thinking great thoughts. They are people who make very precise
observations and record in literature various kinds of activities
of sea animals and behavior, as well as the physiology and some
very interesting phenomena with regard to chemical inhibitors and
various kinds of pharmacological substances. We now find our-
selves, 1in 1987, at the point where we can, with genetic
manipulation, take advantage of the opportunities of the
substances produced by marine plants and animals in a way that is
environmentally protective and actually commercially productive.
I will explain tonight, as I go along, some of the areas where
molecular genetics and the development of genetic engineering will
change marine biology in a very positive way. Let us harvest the
sea so that we will not deplete the resources but perhaps make use
of genome. I will talk about what I call a new era in bio-
technology, mainly, the marine biotechnology aspect.

What really changes everything is the ability to recombine
genes; that is, you take the chromosome of DNA, whether it is from
plants, seaweed, or from the seasquirt or coral. To purify the
DNA with specific enzymes, one can cling to DNA and then introduce
the DNA into plasmid DNA, which is extra-chromosomal DNA carried
by a bacterium, and introduce these genes (from whatever source)
into a bacterium whereby the expression of the gene successfully
permits them the production of whatever compound the original
genes code; that is, whatever enzyme or enzyme activity. We have
such things as the insulin produced, in the case of medical
biotechnology, in pancreas cells coded by the DNA group. We can
then put those genes ‘into plasmids, into a bacterium or, as has
been done in the past several years, we can have production in the
test tube or in flasks or in culture, in this case, insulin.

In marine systems, there are fascinating compounds; for
example, the tunicates, one group of which I will discuss a little
bit in more detail. The didemnins produce a compound which turns
out to have a anti-leukemic potential. So, it means that we now
can extract DNA from these tunicates and insert, by appropriate
cloning, the genes into bacteria and produce large amounts of what

xvii



may be a very powerful agent against human leukemia.

Let me cover several areas. First of all, the applications
of biotechnology in marine science cover such wide topics or wide
subareas as the application in aquaculture, or in fish farming.
I will describe, using examples of shellfish, the potential of
genetic engineering in the marine sciences. Another area 1is in
marine pharmacology, to which I alluded very briefly, and the
ability to clone genes for the production of specific compounds,
antibiotics, anti-leukemic and anti-viral agents. Another area
is in the application of molecular genetics through the production
of bacteria capable of degrading toxic chemicals in their release
to the marine environment. One would want to use marine bacteria
into which the genes for degradation of toxic chemical have been
introduced. So, these are areas that are just now being
exploited, Jjust now being considered and represent some very
exciting, new potentials for the marine biologists.

Let us look at the work of Dan Morris and his colleagues in
Santa Barbara, on Abalone. What Dan has done with the Abalone is
to control the series of events such that he and his crew will be
able to probe Abalone in laboratory culture. The first step is
to get a laboratory culture of the larvae. What Dan and his group
discovered was that the addition of a drop or two of catalase to
an adult Abalone would induce spawning. What it does is
synchronize the release into the water of the eggs and spernm,
which subsequently are fertilized and the larvae then can be
further studied. What it means is that you can have a group of
larvae in essentially the same stage of development. Now, one of
the things that they observed is that the Abalone always seem to
be in association with crusts of coral and he found that, in fact,
the production of a compound attractive to the Abalone larvae was
gamma acid; he and his crew found that the release of the gamma
served as an attractant to the larvae so that they would settle
and then metamorphose. This group has been able to track down the
important initial steps in the development of the Abalone.
Subsequently, they are in the process of cloning the genes which
code for the growth hormone in mollusks (in this case, the
Abalone) so that the ability to introduce multiple copies of the
growth hormone, either through multiple copy or through production
externally of bacteria and then apply it to be able to grow larger
or a combination of larger and faster growing Abalone. This means
we have come closer and closer to a technological approach to the
culture, at least, of this particular shellfish.

We at the University of Maryland have been working with the
oyster Crassostrea virginica, which has a very interesting life
cycle, in that the fertilized egg goes through a swimming larval
stage and development stage and then eventually settles. It
settles to the surface and then develops into an oyster. 1In the
Chesapeake Bay, we harvested perhaps 10 to 15 million bushels of
oysters at the turn of the century; it is down this year half a
million bushels of oysters. The irony is that the price has gone
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up so that we are collecting fewer bushels and consequently, the
oysters are worth more. It is a steady state, but this can not
go on for long. The difficulty is that we don't quite know why
the oyster harvest is declining. However, we are suspicious that
it may be related to pollution. The interesting thing is that we
are now moving in our knowledge of the development of the oyster
that we may, in a few years, be able to produce oysters entirely
in the laboratory, entirely in closed culture and under very safe
and sanitary conditions so that we would indeed have, maybe in
four to five years, oysters that are truly safe to eat because
they will be entirely free of virus and potential vibrios and
pathogens. But what have we learned?

Let me share this with you tonight. We have found that the
stages of an oyster are controlled by a variety of chemicals. The
oyster becomes a competent larva then undergoes searching
behavior. They will crawl along a surface or swim and eventually,
by some trigger, settle, cement themselves to the surface and then
undergo metamorphosis. We know that the initial stages are
controlled by L DOPA which is a compound that sounds very familiar
because, indeed, it is a neurotransmitter and is used to treat
Parkinsonism in humans. In the first few stages the competent
larvae extend the foot and search; during the cementation stage
the L DOPA plays a role. In the medical approach to this,
epinephrine and norepinephrine are important and we also know that
tyramine and some derivatives are effective in inducing settling
behavior. What we have discovered is that there is a bacterium on
the surface to which the oyster is attracted, adheres and develops
on the surface. The larvae are attracted to that surface by the
chemical compound L DOPA released by the bacterium. This is the
sensory organ on the oyster and it is able, by chemotactile
capabilities, to sense the L DOPA. This is very dramatic when you
observe this under a microscope. We are producing a video which,
is going to be very interesting, where you can actually see the
larvae swimming about. The L DOPA is released into the water, the
larvae pause for a moment, begin to settle down, then search for
the surface, fix themselves to become a staff, and then settle on
the bacteria on the surface. What we have been able to do is work
out the system in determining the bacterium playing this major
role in the development of the oyster. We discovered that the
bacteria were always associated with successful oyster settlement
and development; bacteria, then, produce the pigment melanin. We
were also able to, by UV irradiation, produce mutants. By a series
of experiments, we were able. to show that the L DOPA and its
relatives were produced by bacteria, the melanin. These are inter-
mediates in the production of melanin and are produced by the
bacteria but, in fact, L DOPA is active in producing 1larvae
settlement. The experiments we did were simply to add them to
flasks with glass slides or sterilized oyster shell surfaces then
dip into the bacterial culture, into L DOPA, into the melanin
sucrinate from the bacterium. We used a variety of bacterium. We
were able to determine by the experiments that we can get as many
as 30 to settle in 24 hours on a surface coated with the pigment
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from this bacterium.

I am leading up to the fact that we have been able to work
out a mechanism for controlling the developmental cycle of the
oyster. We know that the larvae sense the L DOPA and get the cue
from bacteria on the surface; the larvae begin to swim, crawl and
search for a surface and the biofilm polymers cue that the surface
is suitable for attachment and settlement to the surface and,
ultimately, for metamorphosis. We have done experiments in the
field and some of the things that we have learned in the
laboratory do not work in the field. 1Initial experiments were
done a couple of years ago in Washington state, where they have
very active closed-culture oysters and these oyster shells were
coated with a bacterium. You can see the electron micrograph of
an oyster shell surface with the bacterium, the LST, which we know
produces the dopamine - this is after about three days on the
surface; that is just about right or ready for oyster attachment.
We added the shell then, to the tanks to which the oyster larvae
were present. We were able to increase settlement by 30 to 50%;
that means we were able to induce the larvae to settle and to move
to the next stage in the development of the staff. At the
University of Maryland this past summer, we took these results out
into the field because we were very much encouraged; we were able
to show these tests in the Chesapeake Bay. Within 40 or 50
minutes, we can induce almost 100% of the larvae to go from the
simple swimming stage to the search stage and settlement. We were
able to obtain a settlement onto the LST film within a matter of
72 hours. We had several thousand larvae to settle onto the
surface and undergo further development. We were able to prove
that, in fact, two factors were very important: pigment, that is
the dopamine, and what we call the polysaccharide adhesive viscous
ethylpolymer. This is very important in the further development
because it appears that epinephrine and norepinephrine concentrate
in that surface. What we were able to show in the field is that
the number of staff per shell, using the LST sucrinate, was very
much increased over a given period of time. Therefore, there is
no question that we can attract the larvae, capture them and
improve the settlement. We hope to be able to increase the number
of adult oysters for a given area in the Chesapeake Bay.

What does this have to do with biotechnology? First of all,
we are in the midst of cloning the genes that are involved in the
tyrosine so that we can produce abundant amounts of the
attractive, so that we can provide this in the oyster beds in the
Chesapeake Bay. Secondly, the adhesive material itself has turned
out to be fascinating. It is produced by the bacterium as it
adheres and glues itself to the surface. It turns out to be a
"super glue" and, in fact, we have patented it. We are in the
process now of developing this adhesive for use in patching up
fiberglass and other structures that are exposed to seawater.
This adhesion to surfaces is very interesting because there are
several steps that occur. First, there is the cloning of organic
matter to which the bacteria, like the LST, is attracted. This
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is the other side of biofouling or surface attraction, where we
want to enhance attraction to the larvae. On the other hand, we
want to know the steps in biofouling and maybe interfere with
those steps so that we can prevent the attachment of barnacles.
This is a selective kind of settlement and attachment, as it were,
to use biotechnology on the one hand to attract oyster larvae
specifically and on the other hand to figure out the steps in
biofouling so that we can perhaps engineer a bacterium which
doesn't produce the attractive larvae so that we can coat the
surface of a sailboat with this material to prevent biofouling.
From a scanning EM picture on a slide dipped in seawater for just
a minute or two, you can see immediately that there is an organic
film which forms, followed by bacteria which produces a
polysaccharide and glue the bacteria and LST. We find other
species of algae produce a very high alginic acid content; about
50% of the polysaccharide material produced by this bacterium is
an alginate. The characteristics are very interesting because it
turns out that the viscosity of the LST is very high. This
particular LST is polysaccharide; it remains as a gel up to about
50° or 60° C, which is quite good because either melt at about 30°
C, and gelatin melts at about 20° C. So, it has some very
interesting properties other than simply being a "super glue".

We are using the techniques of genetic engineering to clone
the genes for the production and to get multiple copies of genes
and speed up the production so that we can move into commercial
production of the polysaccharide.

Let me switch gears for a minute. I talked about one aspect;
that is biotechnology applied to aquaculture. Then, I talked a
little bit about seaweed and seaweed culture because there is a
commercially very lucrative area for the individual who is able
to control the genetics of seaweed. There are algae, either
alginates and carrageena, which are very important as foodstuffs
because they are the extenders and blenders of puddings and ice
cream. They represent essentially a billion-dollar-a-year
industry, in the food industry. It is collected by the old-
fashioned technique of raking it over the side and singularly by
pulling it up by dredges. It would be very nice if we could, in
culture, grow the seaweed under controlled conditions for abundant
production of alginates, using the techniques that are used in
agriculture; that is, either by the tea plasmin that is well
known for introducing genes, including the "lux" gene - the gene
that causes production of light and we now have tobacco plants in
light and dark. Using those techniques we can also, in seaweeds,
be able to protoplast, fuse or introduce genetically. Fusions of
protoplasts in plants have been done whereby the cell wall is
removed and by the addition of polyethyleneglycol (what we use in
automobile antifreeze) that causes the membrane to coalesce. One
can then get fused genomes of two different plants into a single
cell. This has been done in the case of higher plants, as in the
tomato.
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Let us discuss what is being done with seaweed. You can take
seaweeds of two different types, remove the cell walls, fuse the
econoclasts and develop a hybrid. This is a wild type seaweed.
This is the work of Don Chaney, where protoplasts have been

produced. This is the green mutant and shown here in the lower
right is the fusion of the two: the wild type and the green
mutant. Other scientists working in fronds have been able to

carry the protoplast yields to a much greater extent and have been
able to get a large number of protoplasts and to get protoplast
division. This is the work recorded at the Roscoff Laboratory in
France. We are moving to a capability of producing seaweed
adequately in the laboratory and eventually in the field and to
be able to select, with genetic engineering, seaweeds producing
large amounts of carrageena, which may be commercially valuable.

In the hydrothermal vents of the deep sea, there are bacteria
that will tolerate very high temperatures and very high pressures.
These bacteria will probably provide enzymes of unusual specific
activities, activities against such things as yet untested. There
are potentials for new genes or genetic material that code for
production of enzymes that are stable at perhaps 160°,
particularly, proteases, for production of compounds 1in
commercial procedures. There is a whole series of enzymatic
mechanisms, enzyme potential for commercial application. In fact,
what we are doing now is to determine whether we can transfer
plasmids from one bacterium to another under pressure using
bacterium grown only under high hydrostatic pressure and 1low
temperature, but eventually under high temperature as well. You
may say, "Well, what is the point of this?" There are a variety
of bacteria that have been isolated from the deep sea which grow
only under high hydrostatic pressure and if we are going to
harvest the functioning enzymes, that is, the genes that code the
enzymes and to clone those genes into bacteria we need to have a
high-pressure system. We are in the process of developing the
bacteria system into which these genes can be cloned or
subsequently used.

Let me focus on yet another area, marine pharmacology, a
fascinating area which I think immediately poses tremendous
commercial potential. How does one go about harvesting from the
sea potential antibiotics, anti-virals and anti-leukemics? A
sensible way would be to 1look for those organisms which
demonstrate, as in this case, the clown fish, the ability to
withstand the toxins of the stinging anemones. There are two
reasons: first is to understand the toxin that is produced; the
second is to understand how the fish withstands it. Is it a
specific antibody or some mechanism by which the fish is immune
to the toxin? Either way, there is a commercially important
compound to be studied.

The halitoxins produced by the octopus have some potential

because of the activities they induce in mammals. The halitoxin
blocks the nerve/muscle junction, that can potentially be a great
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analgesic if modified. Saxitoxin and tetrotoxin are interesting
toxins. Tetrotoxin is particularly interesting and I will discuss
that in a moment. First, let me point out one of the really
bizarre toxins produced by the palythorn. The palytoxin is a very
complicated molecule and a very, very large molecule which is
highly toxic. It is known to be more lethal than the clostidium
marginitis toxin so that micrograms of it, theoretically, could
"do in" a small city perhaps the size of Wilmington, if deposited
in the water supply. Palytoxin was first known because the
natives in Hawaii and the outer islands would dip their spears
into the polyp and if invaders came onto the island, they would
find that one slip of the spear was always instantaneous death.
The interesting thing is that recently the group (Moore and his
colleagues) have been collecting the polyps and they were told
that the legend was that they really ought not go near those reefs
where those particular kinds of sea organisms lived because bad
things would happen to them. Well, they went anyway and the
natives were very upset about this. Mysteriously, the laboratory
in the shack burned down and they were told by the natives, "See,
you really ought not to have gone there." Of course, we think it
is probably because the natives did not want them there. But, in
any case, the palythorn and the playtoxin offer the potential
because, if it is modified, it could possibly be a very powerful
analgesic, much like the tetrotoxin produced by the puffer fish.
The tetrotoxin is actually produced by a family of the tetrotoxin
fishes. What is very interesting is that the tetrotoxin not only
acts on the nerve endings, but also directly on the heart and the
actions are very similar to those of local anesthetics. It is
like procaine and cocaine in that it selectively blocks the sodium
ion transport. We have found that the Japanese have reported and
we have confirmed that it is the bacterium on the puffer fish
which actually produces the tetrotoxin. We Jjust recently
published that marine vibrios produce this tetrotoxin, which turns
out to be a sodium-channel blocker. So the tetrotoxin has been
used, actually, in Japan as an anesthetic for the treatment of
neurotrophic leprosy and also in terminal cancer cases. Raw
applications of tetrotoxin are very effective in pain killing.
Much caution must be used,as the Japanese have found from those
who use tetrotoxin as a recreational drug (which I do not
recommend). If you eat puffer fish that has tetrotoxin, a little
bit too much and it is "Sayonara!". 1In any case, the tetrotoxin
is one of the interesting potential toxins, the genes for which
could be cloned and now that we know that tetrotoxin-like
compounds are produced by marine vibrios. We can now go after
cloning the genes for the production of this compound.

The structure of tetrotoxin is very much like saxitoxin. It
is suspected that bacteria also produce saxitoxin. We now have
the potential of being able to deal with some of these compounds
in a way that can be beneficial to man.

From tunicates there are a variety of didemnins that produce
structures as fairly complicated but have been confirmed as being
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active against the leukemia agent, the leukemia virus. The result
of some in vitro activities of didemnins A and B against P38
leukemia in mice is of interest. They have been able to get some
kind of survival and actually cause regression of tumors. The
didemnins have an anti-viral activity against the Herpes simplex
virus. The didemnins are now in clinical trial at the National
Cancer Institute. The potential of cloning the genes for the
production of didemnins is complicated but, at least, now it is
possible.

There are other toxins. the ecclesium which grazes on algae
which produces the compound, ecclesiopsin. The ecclesiopsin is
noted, along with retsin and lariatin, as potential drugs of
value. Lopatoxin is another one of the toxins, produced by the
seawhip, which has been carried to some pharmacological use and
application. Some of the algae produce these compounds. These
beautiful organisms also produce pharmacologically reactive
substances.

The important point to make is that, up until now, to go out
and actually harvest great masses on a continual, perpetual,
constant, reliable basis was not possible. Therefore, to utilize
the marine drugs really was not within the realm of the practicum
until the advent of genetic engineering. Now, we do not want to
harvest and deplete our whole resource. We simply want to gather
some of the animals, some of the coral, some of the seawhips,
etc.; extract the DNA, clone the genes, introduce them into yeast
or bacterium and produce ad lib in the amounts that we need.

One of the actually effective and commercially productive
compounds is amarosponsin produced by a marine amarosponsin which
is active against flies. It was first discovered that it was
active against insects because the Japanese fishermen who used the
compounds as bait noticed that when the dead worms lay in the
floor of the boats and flies landed on them, they were killed
almost instantly. In fact, the amorosponsin was extracted by some
of the biologists who were interested in this phenomenon and
subsequently it was shown that the amorosponsin is very active
against the larvae and those treated with amorosponsin reacted.
The amorosponsin under the grand name of cartabhydrochloride is
used effectively in Japan. It does not seem to induce tolerance
and it also does not seem to be effective or active against
mammals. Therefore, it is a very good insecticide to use.

Halitoxin 1is another one of the compounds that is
particularly interesting because it allcws me, then, to go to
another aspect of biotechnology. Some of the very unusual
chemicals that are produced in the sea: chlorinating compounds,
ruminative compounds, terpines, suspaterpines, etc., may have some
value commercially in the chemical industry. These are produced
by a variety of interesting invertebrates. We now have
applications of biotechnology in the pharmaceuticals, industrial
chemicals, as biodegradation agents, in aquaculture and as
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application and prevention in biofouling. The chemicals include
the alginates, carrageena, chitin, adhesives, emulsifiers,
enzymes, etc. These are already in some way, shape or form,
industrial chemicals that are produced from marine sources; though
as yet in small amounts, they represent potential 1large
industries. The Calgon Company does produce the alginates and
carrageena and they are very busy developing a biotechnological
approach to the production of those compounds.

There has been, perhaps, an overselling of the capacity of
biotechnology, at least in this early stage and certainly in
marine biotechnology. What we need to have is a long-range
perspective, that 1is, to understand that the payoff really,
genuinely, unequivocally is there; but, whether it is immediate,
mid-term or long-term is really not clear. The research we need
to do has to be a good mix of applied and basic so that we can
understand the fundamental mechanisms. First of all, we have to
find the chromosomes 1in seaweeds. Then we must do some
fingerprinting of the DNA to understand the relationship of the
DNA within the seaweeds. We can eventually be able to produce the
compounds that we will bring to market and make the commercial
capability a reality. What we do not want to do is misuse the
capability of genetic engineering so that we get an end result we
did not expect and one that we may not want to 1live with.
Therefore, we want to do our cloning in a sensible, effective way
and do our direct applications in a meaningful way.

I would say that there is no question that the marine
environment offers to those of us who are interested
scientifically, an absolutely beautiful time to be working,
especially in the genetics of marine organisms; to understand how
they function, how they are able to survive and metabolize in the
regions of the deep sea, and to find suddenly marine biology,
which we went into because we love the beauty of the sea useful
in a very environmentally protective way, can provide us with new
drugs to cure cancer, new antibiotics to cure disease, new
commercial chemicals, potential for enhancing the protein
production of shell fisheries, and even to deal with some of the
pollution problems and all the messes that we have already gotten
ourselves into. I always say that the investment in marine
biotechnology is a sensible one. I am not sure that it is wise
to move very fast with the tremendous amounts of money as such an
effort was made for the production of insulin and some of the
"tumor necrotic" factories. I would certainly say that a wise
investment and a reasonable level that allows the training of
molecular geneticists capable of dealing with marine systems, is
certainly an investment in the future of the United States.

There are several points to be made before I close. First,
the Japanese are investing $18 to $36 million in marine
biotechnology, in everything from mariculture to deep sea
hydrothermal vents, to molecular biology. They have done their
market analysis and know the future is there. This is a country
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that depends on the sea for the source of their food. I would say
that in the United States we should be investing much more funds
than we presently are. The National Science Foundation has
started appropriating about a million dollars in marine
biotechnology. North Carolina is certainly one of the states that
should be putting together a program in marine biotechnology for
a center of excellence. I think it makes good sense because, much
like the state of Maryland, the fisheries are very important. In
the Chesapeake Bay in Maryland, the fisheries represent a billion
dollars a year to the state income from a variety of aspects of
the marine resources. Clearly, this is a great investment and it
makes good sense for the state.

We have a very serious problem. You cannot take a marine
biologist and say, "Do biotechnology.". What you have to do, what
we all have to do is train a new kind of molecular biologist,
someone who understands marine systems. Again, you cannot just
take a molecular biologist, throw him into seawater and say,
"Fine, now you can do molecular biology in seawater." As we all
know very well marine systems are different. DNA is coded the
same and the enzymes behave the same. However, to get marine
organisms to grow you must know and do much more. We need to
train the molecular biologist who can deal with marine systems.
At the University of Maryland we are, in fact, actively involved
in doing just that through the University Research Initiative for
turning out the molecular biologists who are trained in marine
biotechnology.
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This AVHRR image, taken from the orbiting NOAA-6 Satellite on April 23, 1980, was chosen as
the symposium logo for the Marine Expo '87 Coastal Oceanography Symposium at UNC Wilmington and
is a mesoscale view of the Carolina Capes and the South Atlantic Bight. Identifiable are the capes of the
Carolinas at the top, the Outer Banks and the chain of barrier islands, Pamlico Sound, Cape Fear River,
cold waters (purples) in the North Carolina bays, and the warm Gulf Stream (reds) with filaments protruding
over the Carolina Continental Shelf. The path of the Gulf Stream resembles Ben Franklin's original charts,
printed for the General Post Office 200 years ago and now accurately pictured in infrared with the advent
of modern satellite oceanography. The impact of the Gulf Stream on the biological productivity, larval
recruitment, and coastal fisheries of the Carolinas and the South Atlantic Bight poses new challenges for
discovery and research. While the photo shows the Gulf Stream in two dimensions, it is in fact three
dimensional. Research in the sea using manned submersibles, remotely operated vehicles, and scuba will
permit measurements, experiments, and observations that can define the third dimension.

-- R. Y. George and A. W. Hulbert
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ABSTRACT

Southeastern North Carolina has a diversity of surface
water types which receive rainwater with widely varying chemical
composition. Lakewater types range from alkaline hard water to
acidic Dblackwater with high organic content. River waters
include a turbid piedmont river, organic rich coastal plain
rivers, and almost pure water sandhills streams. Seawater is
another distinct water type in this area. Rainwater composition
varies from almost pure or slightly salty water in coastal
storms (pH > 4.8), to very acidic (pH < 4.0) high nitrate and
sulfate rain from continental storms and 1local thunderstorms.
Because of the diversity of water types and the variability of
rainwater composition, comments about rainwater impacts must be
made with a specific water type in mind. Three possible impacts
include pH decrease (to pH < 5.4), which laboratory experiments
indicate could result from an 8% dilution by rainwater of some
surface waters, nitrate input from rainwater which can
significantly increase this nutrient in surface waters; and
deposition of sea salt. Deposition of large amounts of seasalt
is restricted to within 10 km of the surf zone; catastrophic
storms like Hurricane Diana can contribute the equivalent of
several years of salt deposition in a single storm.

INTRODUCTION

Southeastern North Carolina has many different types of
surface waters which greatly enhance the quality of life in this
region. In part, because of this resource, Southeastern North
Carolina has enjoyed extensive industrial and population growth
during the last decade, which brings with it increased
challenges with respect to environmental protection. One of the
principle threats to water gquality in the Northeastern United
States 1is acidification, which probably results from the
sulfuric acid in acid rain (Galloway, 1984). Southeastern North
Carolina at times receives very acidic rain with high sulfate
and nitrate concentrations (Willey et al., 1988). The most
acidic rain in this geographical region in 1983-1987 was summer
rain from two types of storms: continental frontal or low

pressure systems (average pH = 4.00) and 1local thunderstorms
(average pH = 3.99). This area also received much less acidic
rain (average pH = 4.84) with high salt content from coastal
storms (Willey et al., 1988). There is therefore reason to

consider possible impacts from rainwater on surface water
quality in this geographical region.



Anthropogenic emissions of S0, and NOy into the atmosphere
exceed those emissions from natural sources by at least a factor
of ten (Galloway and Whelpdale, 1980; Robinson, 1984), so it is
not surprising that this 1large addition would eventually have
some impact. The exact timing of the onset of this increase in
anthropogenic sulfur emission is uncertain; estimates vary
depending on method of determination from 1900 (Fay et al.,
1986; Mayewski et al., 1986) to 1930 (Holdren et al., 1984).
Atmospheric deposition of sulfate is often the primary source of
sulfate to surface waters in North 2America (Galloway, 1984;
Sullivan et al., 1988). Nitrate 1is also a significant and
increasing component of rain in North America and Western Europe
(Galloway and Likens, 1981; Brimblecombe and Stedman, 1982).

There are some indications of change in the rain and
surface waters in the Southeastern United States, although this
region has not been as extensively studied as the Northeastern
United States or Western Europe. The pH of rainwater has
probably decreased (Likens and Butler, 1981; Hansen and Hidy,
1982), and sulfate and nitrate concentrations in rainwater have
probably increased over the last several decades (Brimblecombe
and Stedman, 1982; Galloway et al., 1984). The concentrations of
dissolved sulfate and nitrate in streams and rivers in the
Southeastern US may be increasing also (Brezonik et al., 1980;
Burns et al., 1981; Galloway et al., 1983; Smith and Alexander,
1983; Turk, 1983; Smith et al., 1987). These historical changes
are difficult to prove because of the differences in analytical
methods used to generate data several decades ago (Church,
1984), and the lack of a long term data base. The Eastern Lakes
survey recently conducted by the US Environmental Protection
2Agency (Landers et al., 1988) included two Southeastern regions:
the Southern Blue Ridge Province, which 1is geologically very
different than Eastern North Carolina, and Florida. The Florida
lakes showed a great diversity in chemical composition (Eilers
et al., 1988), similar to the diversity observed in the current
North Carolina study. No coastal plain North or South Carolina
lakes were studied in the EPA Survey.

Several chemical parameters are useful in evaluating
surface water or rain water. The pH of water in equilibrium with
CO0, in air is approximately 5.6; natural sources of acidity"
lower the pH of uncontaminated rainwater to approximately 4.8 to
5.0 (Charlson and Rodhe, 1982; Galloway et al., 1982).
Alkalinity is a measure of buffering capacity, or resistance to
a pH decrease, because a primary component of alkalinity in
natural waters is bicarbonate. Alkalinity is an important
indicator of change in natural waters because alkalinity
decreases often precede pH decline (Schindler et al., 1985). The
predominant acids in most rainwater are sulfuric acid (H,S0y)
and nitric acid (HNO3), which come from the gaseous precursors
S0, and NOy. Measurement of hydrogen 1ion, sulfate and nitrate
concentrations, followed by ion balance calculations, indicate
the presence of these strong acids. Sulfate concentrations in



coastal areas must be corrected by subtracting the sulfate that
is contributed by seaspray. This process is accomplished
assuming that all the chloride in coastal rainwater comes from
seaspray, and seasalt sulfate occurs in a constant ratio to
chloride in rainwater (Gambell and Fisher, 1966; Cogbill and
Likens, 1974; Gorham et al., 1984). Rainwater is often quite
acidic, however it is usually very poorly buffered. The impact
of sulfate versus nitrate 1ions on natural water systems is
different because nitrate 1is a nutrient which tends to be
quickly utilized in soils and surface waters, and does not

accumulate (Galloway, 1984). Sulfate 1is not wutilized as
extensively as nitrate. Soils have a 1limited capacity for
retaining sulfate; when this limit 1is exceeded, sulfate

accumulates in natural waters (Galloway, 1984).

Three possible impacts of rainwater on surface water are
considered in this study:

1. Acidification is one threat; when surface water pH values
fall below 5.4, survival of many fish populations becomes
threatened although primary productivity does not always
decrease (Schindler et al., 1985). Certain fish are able to
tolerate lower pH water in naturally acid lakes (Patrick et
al., 1981). Invertebrate communities change below pH 6.0 in
acid sensitive regions of North America (Schindler, 1988).
Transitory pH decreases have been reported in a South
Carolina Piedmont watershed and lake system after individual
storm events, although soil buffering prevented permanent
changes over the three vyear time period of the study
(Elzerman, 1983). A study of five South Carolina Piedmont
lakes also found soil buffering to be sufficient to prevent
pH decrease below 7.0 in lake waters (Talbot and Elzerman,
1985).

2. Nutrient addition is also a possible impact. Enhancement of
primary productivity has been observed as a result of the
addition of rainwater nitrate to coastal North Carolina
surface seawater (Paerl, 1985). Nitrate input from rain is
an important source of this nutrient for many surface waters
(Likens and Bormann, 1974; Gorham et al., 1985), including
rivers and sounds in Fastern North Carolina (Smith et al.,
1987), and the Chesapeake bay (Fisher et al., 1988).

3. Transport of seasalt by rainwater also poses a potential
impact on fresh surface waters in coastal regions (Gorham et
al., 1985).

These three potential impacts from rainwater have been
evaluated using the following approaches in this work:

1. Possible pH changes have been investigated through
laboratory experiments in which synthetic rainwater was
mixed with actual surface water samples. Because the



maximum possible impact 1is of interest, the most acidic
rainwater likely to be encountered (pH = 3.0) was used in
these mixing experiments. Rainwater with pH < 3.0 has been
received in both Wilmington and Morehead City, NC, so pH 3.0
rain is not unrealistic. Deposition of acid is episodic in
nature, and not evenly distributed throughout all the storms
of a year (Summers et al., 1986). These experiments
simulate the most acidic events. Separate experiments were
run with nitric and sulfuric acids to determine if pH
changes were different for either of these predominant acids
in acidic rain.

2. Nutrient impacts have been investigated by calculating the
contribution of rainwater nitrate from individual storms to
surface water nitrate concentrations assuming complete
mixing, and also assuming mixing limited to an 8 cm surface
layer. Eight cm was observed to be the average depth of
penetration of colored drops falling from 3 m into a 60 cm
column of water (10 cm diameter). This 8 cm mixed depth was
maintained for only approximately 8 minutes in the absence
of wind, so this is an indication of very short term mixing.

3. Transport of salt by rain has been studied by calculating
salt deposition from rainwater chloride concentration and
rain volume during intense storms and by plotting deposition
as a function of distance from the coast.

The surface waters selected for this study (Figure 1)
demonstrate the range of chemical compositions and reactivities
that occur in this geographical region (Table 1). A surface
seawater sample (salinity = 35°/0o0) was collected 20 km
southeast of Wrightsville Beach, NC. Three lakes were also
sampled. Greenfield Lake is a small (0.51 km4, maximum depth 3.7
m), eutrophic lake in the city of Wilmington which has contact
with limestone. Greenfield Lake is the only lake sampled in this
study which undergoes summer stratification. It is heavily
utilized for recreational purposes and receives runoff water
from the city of Wilmington, including several sgall ponds on a
golf course. Lake Waccamaw 1is a large (36.2 km4, maximum depth
3.3 m) mesotrophic lake, which is also used for recreation. Lake
Waccamaw has a limestone outcrop along the northern shore and
receives water from coastal swamps in addition to runoff from
land used for agriculture and timber. Singletary Lake (2.3 kmz,
maximum depth 2.7 m) is an acidic brownwater 1lake (dystrophic)
located in an undeveloped area of the Bladen Lakes State Forest.
No oligotrophic lakes occur in Southeastern North Carolina. Lake
data were obtained from Witzig (1982). Three permanent streams
were also sampled in this study. The Cape Fear River, the
largest river sampled, is a piedmont river with high sediment
load. The Black River is a coastal plain, high-organic black
water river. Jordan Creek 1is a sandhills stream with low
organic, low mineral, slightly acidic water. Millipore Milli-Q
deionized water was also used as a sample for comparison.
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Figure 1. Southeastern North Carolina study area. Rainwater
sampling sites are as follows: WB = Wrightsville

Beach (two locations, one ocean side and one sound
side); CH = Channel Haven; BC = Bradley Creek; W =
UNC-Wilmington; RP = Rocky Point; RW = Riegelwood;
CL = Clinton; R = Raleigh. The river or stream
sampling sites are indicated by //. The three
lakes sampled are SL = Singletary Lake; LW = Lake
Waccamaw; and GL = Greenfield Lake.



Table 1. Water samples used in experiments and in calculations.
Initial pH values are given, along with alkalinity in
meg/L (titrated to pH 4.5). The percent of dilution
required for pH 3 rainwater to lower the water sample
pPH to 5.4 is alsoc given (% Rain to pH 5.4); these data
are obtained from Figure 2. NR indicates not relevant.

Water Samples Origin PH Alkalinity % Rain
or type to pH 5.4
Cape Fear R. Piedmont 6.10 0.14 8
Black R. Coastal Plain 6.27 0.20 11
Jordan Creek Sandhills 4.50 0.00 NR
Greenfield L. Eutrophic 7.49 1.38 50
L. Waccamaw Mesotrophic 6.67 0.20 12
Singletary L. Dystrophic 3.84 0.00 NR
Seawater Coastal Surface 8.14 2.33 62
Deionized Milli-Q 5.60 0.01 1
METHODS

Surface water samples were bucket samples collected from
bridges, small boats, or long docks. Samples were collected in
the daytime between March and July in 1985 and 1987, stored,
refrigerated, and placed in the dark until titrated soon after
collection. The rainwater samples collected at Lake Waccamaw
were obtained using an automatic Aerochem Metrics Wet-Dry
sampler, which opens only during rain events. The rainwater
samples collected for the salt transport study were collected
using plastic basins set out several hours prior to the rain
event; these samples may therefore contain some dry deposition
along with the rain sample. pH measurements were made using a
Fisher gel-filled electrode standardized with buffers at pH 4
and 7, and checked at pH 3. The chloride measurements used to
calculate deposition in Figure 3 were made using an Orion
chloride electrode set up for low concentrations. Precision was
9% and the detection 1limit was 3 uM. Nitrate and sulfate
concentrations were determined using ion chromatography.
Analytical methods wused since 1986 are discussed in more detail
in Willey et al. (1988). Titrations were performed by adding
mL aliquots of pH 3.0 synthetic rainwater to 10OmL of stirred
surface water. pH equilibration was achieved within minutes
after each addition. Separate titrations were performed using
sulfuric and nitric acids, and on filtered (0.45 um pore size)
and unfiltered samples. Several titrations were run in duplicate
to check reproducibility. Each titration was complete within one
hour.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Addition of synthetic rainwater to a surface water sample
while monitoring pH produces a titration curve that shows how
surface water might respond to the addition of acidic rain
during a rain event. This titration is similar to an alkalinity
determination except that the concentration of acid used is more
dilute so that it better simulates rainwater. Results for the
Southeastern North Carolina river, lake and seawater samples are
shown in Table 1 and Figure 2. The Jordan Creek and Lake
Singletary samples had essentially no buffering capacity, so the
curves produced are similar to but offset from the simple
dilution shown for deionized water. The Lake Waccamaw, Black
River and Cape Fear River samples had 1limited buffering
capacity; these waters could have pH reduced to 5.4 by a 12, 11,
or 8% dilution by rainwater, respectively. Seawater is of
course very well buffered and large pH decrease did not occur
until the seawater sample volume was less than the volume of
rainwater added. The Greenfield Lake sample was also very well
buffered. The chloride concentration in Greenfield Lake water
was 0.45 mM, so this was not brackish water. No pH impacts from
rain would be expected for either of these waters. Identical
results were obtained for each surface water, whether pH 3.0
sulfuric acid or pH 3.0 nitric acid was used as titrant, which
indicates that the predominant reaction occurring in these
titrations was an acid-base reaction. Filtration of samples
caused an initial pH increase, but no change in the shape of the
titration curve, which suggests that suspended sediment is not
the major component of the buffering system.

These experiments show that there is much variation in the
response of the various types of surface waters to rainwater
addition in Southeastern NC. Jordan Creek and Singletary Lake
were very acidic when sampled and had virtually no buffering
capacity. Seawater and Greenfield Lake water were very well-
buffered and would not experience pH changes due to rainwater
input. Other surface waters were sensitive to the addition of
acid (with alkalinity values less than 0.200 meq/L, sensitivity
as defined by Hendry and Brezonik, 1980; and Church, 1984) and
could perhaps experience short term pH changes during extremely
acidic rains wuntil thorough mixing with water at depth occurs.
The intermediate types in this study were Lake Waccamaw, the
Black River and the Cape Fear River.

Nutrient inputs into surface waters in Southeastern North
Carolina may be a significant rainwater impact. Paerl (1985)
showed that primary productivity, as indicated by C-14 uptake
and chlorophyll-a production, was significantly enhanced in
surface seawater 1-5 km off Morehead City, North Carolina, after
acidic rain. The primary productivity response time after these
rain events was very rapid which indicates that the enhancement
of productivity was due to direct input from rain rather than
from terrestrial runoff which takes longer to reach the sampling
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location. Bicassay experiments showed that the productivity
enhancement was a response to nitrate addition rather than to pH
changes, sample dilution, or phosphate addition. Similar

productivity response to rainwater nitrate was observed in
bioassay experiments using Lake Waccamaw water collected near
the limestone outcrop (Kucklick, 1988). Preliminary experiments
with Greenfield Lake water also suggest a productivity increase
from nitrate addition in acid rain (L. Cahoon, 1987, UNCW,
personal communication).

Lake Waccamaw has been described as incipiently eutrophic
(Casterlin et al., 1984), so any nutrient additions to this lake

could be particularly important. Calculations indicate that
nitrate addition from rainwater could be very significant for
this 1lake. Analysis of rainwater collected at Lake Waccamaw

from September of 1986 through November of 1987 shows that
occasional storms do deposit relatively large amounts of nitrate
in this lake. Two particularly large nitrate deposition events
occurred on September 28, 1986, when 1.3 cm of rain with 59.8 uM
NO3 ~ fell, and April 15, 1987, when 6.1 cm of rain with 11.6 uM
NO3 ~ was received at Lake Waccamaw. Assuming whole lake mixing,
these two storms would increase the concentration of nitrate in
lakewater by 0.34 and 0.31 uM, respectively. If these rains
mixed with the top 8 cm rather than with the whole lake, the
concentration of nitrate in the resulting surface layer would be
13.3 and 12.4 uM NO3 ~. This concentration compares with an
average background concentration of approximately 2.8 uM
(Casterlin et al., 1984), so these additions could be very
significant in surface water for a short time.

Concentrations of phosphate in Eastern North Carolina rain
are generally low, comparable to the 0.2 uM average in Lake
Waccamaw (Casterlin et al., 1984). So, direct addition of
phosphate from rain is not expected to have as large an impact
on nutrient concentration as nitrate addition from rain.
Rainwater may, however, indirectly cause the addition of
phosphate to Lake Waccamaw water. Many of the limestones in
eastern North Carolina contain some phosphate; the limestone
that outcrops at Lake Waccamaw contains approximately 0.1%
phosphate. Limestone, as calcium carbonate, is much more
soluble in acidic rain than neutral rain, and as the limestone
dissolves the phosphate contained within it is released.
Sediment composition indicates enhanced productivity in the area
of Lake Waccamaw near the limestone outcrop (Kucklick, 1988).
Three Lake Waccamaw biocassay experiments conducted during May,
June and September of 1987 also indicated that the lake water
near the limestone was more nitrate limited than the lake water
at the southern part of the 1lake away from the limestone
outcrop. Lake Waccamaw water away from the limestone required
addition of both nitrate and phosphate to stimulate
productivity; near the outcrop only nitrate was necessary.
Phosphate addition alone did not stimulate productivity at
either 1location. Productivity was estimated in these bioassay
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experiments by either chlorophyll-a concentrations or l4c uptake
measurements (Kucklick, 1988). The limestone at Lake Waccamaw
is not wunique; if this proves to be a significant source of
phosphate to this lake, it may also be an important source in
many other areas in eastern North Carolina.

sulfate addition from rainwater to surface waters in
Eastern North Carolina could be of interest because sulfate is
the major anion in most rainwaters. However, many of these lakes
have been high in sulfate for decades. Frey (1949) reported
results of analyses of lake water for several of the bay lakes
in North Carolina. These lakes, which included Singletary Lake
and Lake Waccamaw, had sulfate concentrations between 63 and 82
uM SOgz“<” in the summer of 1948. Recently measured sulfate
concentrations (spring of 1987) were 118 and 46 uM respectively.
Sulfate concentrations in NC rivers and streams from 1943-1967
were also high although quite variable (Wilder and Slack, 1971).
Concentrations from the 1940's do not represent background
levels (Patrick et al., 1981); anthropogenic emissions of S0;
and NO, began increasing between 1900 and 1940 (Holdren et al.,
1984; ~Gschwandtner, 1985; Fay et al.,1986; Mayewski et al.,
1986). Harned (1982) reported that concentrations of sulfate
have increased in the Neuse River in central eastern North
Carolina, and Turk (1983) reported an increase in many streams
and rivers in the Southeastern US, all attributed to deposition
from rain. Talbot and Elzerman (1985) found no evidence for
increased sulfate concentrations in five South Carolina Piedmont
lakes; their lakewater compositional data indicates sufficient
retention of sulfate by soils. An increase in sulfate
concentration can be an important early indicator of change for
a river or lake, because, 1like an alkalinity decrease, it
precedes the pH decline (Galloway et al., 1983; Perry et al.,
1986; Schindler et al., 1986).

The ocean is a significant source of seasalt to rainwater
(Cogbill and Likens, 1974; Gorham et al., 1984) and surface
water in coastal areas (Beck et al., 1974; Gorham et al., 1985).
During 1983, the maximum chloride deposition occurred in the
autumn and was associated with storms that had wind off the

ocean, usually from the northeast. In Figure 3, chloride
deposition from the storms which gave the largest salt
deposition is plotted versus distance from the beach. This
Figure shows that during these storms chloride deposition from
rain decreased rapidly with distance from the Dbeach. In
Wilmington, the 1983 value for chloride deposition _was

approximately twice the average annual value of 20 meg/m“-yr
calculated for the Southeastern United States (Munger and
Eisenreich, 1983). Figure 3 indicates that in coastal regions,
individual storm events often deliver significant amounts of
chloride relative to the annual average. This large coastal
effect is restricted to a rather narrow zone approximately 10 km
wide along the coast. Although seasalt is very important in

chloride transport and deposition in coastal locations, it is a
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minor source of sulfate (Gambell and Fisher, 1966). At the
Wilmington site (8 km from the surf 2zone) the maximum
contribution by seasalt to the total sulfate concentration
occurred during coastal storms, however, even in these storms
only approximately 30% of the sulfate on the average came from
seasalt (Willey et al., 1988).

The most severe storm during this study was Hurricane
Diana, which deposited approximately ten times more chloride
than any other storm during this study (Figure 3). Hurricane
Diana brought approximately 37 cm of rain and winds in excess of
50 m/sec to the Wilmington sampling site. It made landfall 25 km
south of Wilmington on September 12, 1984. Salt deposition,
assuming that all the chloride occurred as NaCl, was_ 12.5 g
NaCl/m2 at a site 3 km from the beach, and 4.1 g NaCl/m2 at the
Wilmington site (8 km from the beach). Rainwater during this
storm, at the time of maximum wind intensity was 0.3% seawater
at the site 3 km from the beach. Based on data from four
locations (Figure 3), the effect of Hurricane Diana with respect
to salt deposition was apparent as far inland as Clinton (95
km), but not at Raleigh (200 km inland). Both places received
rainfall from this Hurricane. The observation that the rainwater
extends farther inland than does the salt deposition indicates
that the rainwater and seasalt are not completely mixed
throughout the storm system.

CONCLUSIONS

1. Rainwater has the potential to affect certain surface waters
in Southeastern North Carolina through pPH change
(acidification) and through nitrate addition. Some surface
waters are very well buffered and unlikely to change in pH;
some surface waters are already as acidic as most rain. Any
changes in sulfate concentrations would be difficult to
detect because of high variability in surface water sulfate
concentrations; also many of the lakes and rivers have had
high sulfate concentrations for decades.

2. Most of the salt added to rainwater from seaspray is
transported only a short distance inland (10 km). Individual
catastrophic storms can deposit as much salt in one storm as
several average years of rain.
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ABSTRACT

Selected data from a two year study are presented which
describe patterns of inorganic nitrogen and phosphorus loading
to the Neuse River Estuary and the role of the estuary as a
trap, or "filter" of these nutrients. The Neuse River was found
to be the major source of nutrient loading to the estuary when
compared to local point sources and the Trent River. Loading to
the estuary from the rivers is flow dependent, so that most of
the total annual nutrient load comes during the late winter when
flow is highest. Concentrations of ammonium (NHy), nitrate plus
nitrite (NO3 + NOj), and filterable reactive phosphorus (FRP)
were consistently higher at the head of the estuary than at its
mouth. NO3 + NO, was the predominant form of dissolved
inorganic nitrogen entering the estuary, but in water leaving
the estuary NH4 was more abundant than NO3. The decreases in
concentrations within the estuary were due 1n part to dilution
of nutrient-rich river water by nutrient-poor Pamlico Sound
water, but processes other than conservative mixing also played
roles in decreasing the nutrient concentrations. Therefore, the
estuary can be considered to be a major "filter" of freshwater
nutrient inputs from the Neuse Basin, and thus, it most likely
helps prevent eutrophication in Pamlico Sound.

INTRODUCTION

Estuaries represent a major interface between land and sea.
As freshwater runs over and percolates through watersheds, it
accumulates a large variety of dissolved and particulate
substances from both natural processes and man's activities.
These substances are transported along rivers toward the

estuarine interface. At this interface, the substances are
subject to new processes or modified rates of processes which
alter their concentrations within the water. These processes

are physical, chemical, and biological, resulting from the
mixing of fresh and seawater and from the geomorphological

forces of the juxtaposition of 1land and sea. Therefore,
estuaries play an important role as "filters" which modulate the
impacts of land runoff to the ocean (Kennedy, 1984).

Understanding the nature of the filtering mechanisms is an
important goal of estuarine scientists and is essential to sound
management practices for estuaries.

For the past several vyears, we have studied the nutrient
dynamics within the Neuse River Estuary and its major tributary,
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the Neuse River. The Neuse system drains a watershed that
accounts for 12% of the area of North Carolina. While nearly
two-thirds of the watershed is forest and wetland, most of the
nitrogen and phosphorus inputs to the Neuse River are derived
from agricultural activities and the 31 industrial and municipal
point sources (N.C.D.N.R.C.D., 1984). Resultant inputs of
nutrients are such that the Neuse River is hypereutrophic during
most of the year, i.e., nutrient concentrations exceed the needs
of primary producers (Paerl, 1987; Christian et al., 1986).

If the estuary is to act as a nutrient filter,
concentrations must diminish, to an extent greater than can be
explained by dilution alone, as water passes from the river to
Pamlico Sound at the estuary's mouth. Christian et al. (1984)
found such decreases in nitrate plus nitrite and filterable
reactive phosphorus concentrations within the upper Neuse River
Estuary during four dates in the summer of 1982. Further,
yearly average concentrations of nutrients decline from river to
estuarine mouth (e.g., Stanley, 1983). Such trends are also
found in other estuaries and appear to be a common feature of
many drowned river valley estuarine ecosystems (Stanley, 1986;
Harding et al., 1986).

Estuaries possess gradients of features which could affect
nutrient concentrations. Gradients of salinity, turbidity,
sediment type, surface area to volume ratio, and taxa exist. 1In
many studies, water quality 1is indexed against the salinity
gradient as a dominant feature of an estuary (Christian et al.,
1984; Harding et al., 1986). However, 1in the Neuse River
Estuary, the salinity gradient is highly dependent upon river
flow and does not always reflect the geomorphological features
of the estuary. At high river flow, much of the upper estuary
may be fresh, while at low flow, salinity may intrude upriver
(Hobbie and Smith, 1975). Various attributes of the estuary may
be inherent in their geomorphological position rather than their
position relative to the salinity gradient. This feature may be
especially true for attributes associated with sediments or
surface area to volume ratios. Nutrient concentrations and
water quality may be affected by both salinity and
geomorphological related features.

In this paper we evaluate the ability of the Neuse River
Estuary to act as a nutrient filter. We concentrate on the
dissolved inorganic nutrients: ammonium (NH4), nitrate plus
nitrite (NO3 + NOj), and filterable reactive phosphorus (FRP,
primarily PO4). The estuary acts as a filter in two ways: (1)
by reducing nutrient concentrations in the water column and (2)
by reducing loading of nutrients into Pamlico Sound. The first
process is important to the consideration of productivity within
Pamlico Sound, as growth of phytoplankton and other primary
producers may be 1limited by the concentration of inorganic
nutrients. The second process 1is important to long-term
processing and storage of nutrients and organic matter within
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the Sound, but is difficult to estimate based on present data.
Here we present information on nutrient concentrations at the
Neuse River Estuary's head and mouth, on the relationship of
river flow to nutrient processing within the estuary, and on
nutrient loading at the head of the estuary. From this
information we, evaluate the potential of the estuary as a
nutrient filter.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

study Site and Sampling

In Figure 1 we show the Neuse River Estuary and its
position relative to eastern North Carolina. The letters within
the estuary refer to stations at which sampling has been
conducted since February 1985. For this paper, we describe
results from station G (at Cowpen Landing) representing inputs
from the Neuse River, Pollocksville (P) representing inputs from
the Trent River, Weyerhaeuser pulp mill effluent (WPM), effluent
from the New Bern sewage treatment plant (sTP), and station A,
representing outputs from the estuary into the Sound. We also
include nutrient and salinity data from stations A through G.

The distance from station G to station A is 74 km, and the
surface area of the estuary is 394 km“. The Neuse River is the
major tributary, with a long-term average discharge more than
ten times that of the Trent. River flow dominates the salinity
structure of the estuary with astronomical tides being of minor
importance and vertical stratification being ephemeral. The
average depth is 4.6 m with depth increasing from head to mouth
(Matson et al., 1983).

sampling occurred for more than two years, from winter 1985
through spring 1987. Stations G, P, and STP were sampled on an
average of one-week intervals, and stations A to F were sampled
at two- to four-week intervals. surface waters of the rivers
and estuary were sampled, as was effluent from the STP
immediately prior to entrance to the river. At each sampling we
measured salinity and temperature and collected a minimum of
four liters of water, which was stored during transit at ambient
or sub-ambient temperatures and returned to the laboratory
within 1 to 6 hours. Results presented here are part of a
larger study of nitrogen cycling and primary productivity within
the estuary.

Chemical Analyses

In the laboratory, samples were filtered prior to chemical
analysis. The filtered water was either kept refrigerated for
analysis within 48 hours or stored frozen. During the two-year
period, Dboth manual and automated chemical analyses were
conducted. 1In both cases the basic analytical chemistries for
each N and P fraction were similar. Ammonium concentrations
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were determined by phenate techniques (Strickland and Parsons,
1972, U.S. E.P.A. 1979). Nitrate plus nitrite concentrations
were determined after cadmium reduction (APHA) (1980), and
filterable reactive phosphorus was determined by the ascorbic
acid method (A.P.H.A., 1980). Intercalibrations between the
automated and manual methods were done to insure comparability
of the results. :

Data Manipulation

Concentration data from stations A and G were grouped by
month, independent of year, and were averaged to provide a
composite annual picture of concentrations of each nutrient.

Loading calculations were made for the period from March
1985 through February 1987. Instream loading was calculated as
the product of water discharge at a location times concentration
at that location. To do this calculation, certain assumptions
were made depending on location. For station G, daily water
discharge was estimated by multiplying flow at the nearest
gauging station (Kinston) by 1.45 to correct for the ungauged
basin area between the two sites. Dissolved inorganic nutrient
concentrations from the nearest sampling date at station G were
multiplied times water discharge to estimate daily loadings.
These loading estimates were summed over two sampling period
intervals: 1) from March 1985 through February 1986 and 2) from
March 1986 through February 1987. Other loadings were
calculated as follows. To obtain loading for the Weyerhaeuser
pulp mill, monthly average concentrations of effluent nutrients
(stanley, unpublished data) were multiplied by mean daily water
discharge for the month (N.C. Department of Natural Resources
and Community Development, unpublished data). For the New Bern
sewage treatment plant, our measured concentrations were
multiplied times flow data (N.C.D.N.R.C.D., unpublished data).
Loading from the Trent River was determined as for the Neuse;
i.e., measured concentrations at Pollocksville were multiplied
times the gauged flow at Trent, N.C., and the product was
then multiplied times 3.09, a correction for the ungauged
basin area between the gauging station at Trent and the mouth
of the Trent River.

RESULTS

Changes in Concentrations Between Estuarine Head and Mouth

At the head of the estuary (station G) NO3 + NO, was
present in the highest concentrations of the three nutrients,
although NO, was only a minor component (unpublished data)

(Figure 2). Often nitrite was present at concentrations near
the limits of detection. NO3 + NO, exceeded 100 uM on some
sampling dates and the monthly averages were all >30 uM. The

highest NO3 + NOj concentrations occurred in winter and late
spring, and the lowest were in March and in the summer months.
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NH4 concentrations varied from 4 to 13 uM. The lowest
concentrations occurred in February and March, but there were no
obvious seasonal trends. FRP concentrations ranged from 3 to 9
UM and were highest in summer and were lowest in winter. Intra-
month variation was considerable for all of the nutrients.

Water at the mouth of the estuary (station A) was largely
depleted of NO3 + NO, (Figure 3). Concentrations were often
below the 1limits of detection (0.1 uM) and the highest single
concentration was only 9.7 uM. Lowest values were in May and
July with high values in March and the fall months. NHy
dominated the dissolved inorganic nitrogen pool, with a peak
ammonium concentration for a single date of 16.2 uM. Highest
concentrations were in spring, late summer, and November.
Monthly mean FRP concentrations varied ten-fold over the
composite year from 0.46 to 4.50 uM. The lowest values were
found in spring and highest in summer and fall.

Differences in the annual mean N and P levels at stations G
and A show that concentrations of all three nutrients decreased

between the head and mouth of the estuary (Table 1). The rows
for "total" represent measured concentrations at each station
and are considered here. Later we discuss a correction for

sound water nutrient contributions. Both NH; and FRP levels fell
about 50% as water passed through the estuary, but the
"filtering capacity" for NO3 + NOj apparently was even greater,
since concentrations of this nutrient declined by about 97%.
Consequently, the molar ratio of N:P in the inorganic nutrients
changed dramatically. At the head of the estuary it was 11.0,
whereas at the mouth it was >3.2. The '"greater than" sign must
be used because of the frequency at which NO3 + NOj
concentrations were below the limits of detection.

Relationship of River Flow to Nutrient Processing

Figures 4A and 4B show that, at Station A, NHy and NO3 +
NO, exhibited similar patterns with respect to salinity. In
both cases the highest concentrations were observed when
salinity was 1low. when salinity was greater than 14 ppt, NHy
was always less than 4 uM, and NO3 + N02 was less than 1 uM. At
times when water had below 14 ppt salinity, concentrations
varied from near the limits of detection to the highest values
measured. FRP concentrations at Station A were most variable at
mid-salinities, ranging from the limits of detection to 6 uM
(Figure 4C). Variability decreased at low and high salinities.

The relationships between nutrient concentration and
salinity described above were used to estimate the contribution
of nutrients to the estuary from Pamlico Sound. Water with
salinities greater than 14 ppt was assumed to Dbe from Pamlico
Sound, and hence nutrient concentrations 1in this water
represented concentrations within the sound. Average
concentrations from samples of such water were 17.4 t 2.3 (X ¢
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SD) ppt for salinity, 1.1 + 1.0 uM for NHy, 0.5 + 0.3 uM for NO;
+ NO5, and 1.9 + 1.4 uM for FRP. Then, for all samples from
station A, the measured salinity was divided by 17.4 ppt to
estimate the fraction of sound water in the sample. Values
greater than 1 were considered 1. Finally, this fraction was
multiplied by the average nutrient concentrations of sound
water, and the product was subtracted from the measured
concentrations for each sample to give the estuarine nutrient
contribution. Negative values were considered as 0.0. Table 1
summarizes the results. The estimated estuarine contributions
to the total concentration were 86, 88, and 50% for NH,, NOj3
+NO,, and FRP, respectively. Thus the relative contribution of
Sound FRP is greater than that for the nitrogen species.

Salinity versus property plots are often used to normalize
flow patterns and to indicate whether a substance acts
conservatively or nonconservatively within an estuary (Sharp et
al., 1984). For example, if, under steady state conditions, the
decreases in concentrations between Neuse Estuary stations G and
A were the result of Pamlico Sound water dilution alone,
nutrient concentration would be 1linearly related to salinity
across the estuary. The actual relationship between nutrients
and salinity in the Neuse River Estuary is illustrated by the
salinity property plots in Figure 5 for nutrient concentration
data from two days in May having vastly different flow regimes.
On the first of these two sampling dates (13 May 1986) salinity
at station A was 14.7 ppt. On the second day (7 May 1987) it
was only 2.0 ppt. Thus the curves from the 1latter date are
compressed to the left. In all cases nutrient concentrations
were not linearly related to salinity. NH, concentrations were
variable at 1low salinities and in freshwater (Figure 5A). This
variation probably reflects the influence of Weyerhaeuser pulp
mill effluent which increased NH, concentrations downstream of
station G, so that the concentrations peaked at station F on 13
May 1986 and at station E on 7 May 1987. Concentrations of NHy
rose at the mouth of the estuary on both dates. NO3 + NOj
concentrations fell to the limits of detection by the time water
reached station E on 13 May 1986, but remained above 1 uM
through station B on 7 May 1987 (Figure 5B). Similarly, FRP
remained above 2 uM through station C on May 1987, but was
depleted to <1 uM by station E on 13 May 1986 (Figure 5C). In
summary: 1) all nutrients declined considerably 1in estuarine
water before it reached Pamlico Sound, 2) conservative mixing
alone was not evident, 3) and river flow affected the nutrient
concentration patterns.

Nutrient Loading at the Estuarine Head

A summary of annual nutrient loading for two twelve-month
periods beginning on 1 March 1985, is shown in Table 2. NOj
comprised almost 90% of the total dissolved inorganic nitrogen
(DIN) input, far more than the NH, input. The Neuse River basin
above station G 1is the 1largest source of nutrients to the
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estuary, contributing 58-64% of the total NH4 load, 85-91% of
the total NO3 + NO, 1load, and 80% of the total FRP input.
Combined point source inputs of NO3 + NO, below station G
(Weyerhaeuser + New Bern STP) were <2% of the total NO3 + NOj

input, while FRP and NHy inputs from these point sources were
about 8% and 22% of the total loading of these species to the
estuary. The Trent River supplied between 7 and 14% of the

total loads of the dissolved nutrients.

Figures 6A-B show the monthly nutrient loading to the Neuse
River Estuary during the two year study period. The vast
majority of the annual NO3 + NO, load entered the estuary during
the December-March period. For example, 60% of the annual NOj3 +
NO, load (March 1986 - February 1987) from the upper Neuse basin
came into the estuary during January and February. Seasonal
variations in loading were not as dramatic for NHy and FRP as
for NO3 + NO but inputs of both did peak during the winter
(Flgures 6A- B?

Figures 6A-B and Table 2 also reveal substantial
interannual variation in dissolved inorganic N and P inputs to
the estuary. For example, NO3 + NO, loading from the upper Neuse
basin increased nearly twofold in the second twelve-month
period. NH loading increased 1.4 times, and FRP loading
increased slightly. About the same relative magnitude of inter-
annual variation in nutrient input 1is also apparent for the
Trent River; all nutrients inputs were higher in the second
year. Point source nutrient inputs were essentially the same in
each year (Table 2).

Loading rates from the Neuse and Trent Rivers are highly
dependent on river flows (Figures 7A-B; Table 3). NO3 + NOj
loading is much more dependent on water discharge than NH4 or
FRP loading. Variation in river flow can account for 80-90% of
the variation in NO + NO; loading, compared to about 65% for
NH; and FRP loading (Table 3).

DISCUSSION

Concentration Changes

Our data for dissolved inorganic nutrients at the head of
the Neuse River Estuary are similar to those described by Paerl
(1987) for nearby sites on the Neuse River, and they are similar
to those at a comparable position on the Tar River, which enters
the neighboring Pamlico River Estuary (Stanley, 1987). NH, and
NO3 + NOj concentrations for the Neuse head are similar to or
lower than those at the heads of the Delaware and Chesapeake
Bays, but FRP concentrations tend to be higher in the Neuse
(Harding et al., 1986; Sharp et al., 1984).
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Although larger than the Neuse, the Delaware and Chesapeake
Bays are also drowned river valley estuaries. The Pamlico River
Estuary watershed 1is similar to, but somewhat smaller than, the
Neuse (Matson et al., 1983). All four estuaries show similar
patterns of nutrient change from head to mouth (Harding et al.,
1986; e.g. Sstanley, 1986). NO3 + NO, decreases greatly over the
length of the estuaries. NH, and FRP concentrations also
decline, but concentrations at the mouth often remain near or
above 1 uM.

The depletion of riverborne nutrients in the estuary may
result from a number of processes. One 1is simple dilution
caused by the mixing of nutrient-rich river water with nutrient-
poor seawater. But the property-salinity plots shown above, as
well as other plots examined (data not shown), are indicative of

nonconservative mixing; that is, other processes besides
dilution are involved. Although there are a number of
assumptions inherent in such plots (Loder and Reichard, 1981;
Sharp et al., 1984; Sharp et al., 1986) that may obfuscate

patterns of physical mixing, the observed patterns, plus other
evidence, are indicative of biological and chemical processing

of the nutrients. Chlorophyll a concentrations rise in the
upper estuary as a result of phytoplankton primary productivity
(Christian et al., 1984). This production consumes nutrients.

It 1is interesting, although perhaps fortuitous, that the N:P
ratio of the total differences between DIN and FRP
concentrations of stations G and A is 14.6:1. This ratio is
very close to the expected ratio for phytoplankton nutrient
uptake (16:1, Redfield et al., 1963). We, as well as other
researchers, have accumulated other data that supports the
contention that both planktonic and benthic processing of
nutrients 1is considerable within the estuary (Paerl, 1983;
Matson et al., 1983; Fisher et al., 1982). It appears that the
net result of this processing is that the estuary removes large
quantities of dissolved inorganic nutrients from the water,
which, along with seawater dilution, leads to greatly reduced
nutrient concentrations for primary producers within Pamlico
Sound.

As seen in Figures 4 and 5, Neuse flow affects how much of
the riverine nutrients reach the 1lower estuary and Pamlico
Sound. High river flow can sweep nutrients through the estuary
so rapidly that there 1is not time for much chemical or
biological processing. Woods (1969) estimated travel times in
the Neuse River Estuary to be approximately 26 to 27 days during
low flow, summer conditions. Unfortunately, the travel times
under other flow conditions are unknown. As nutrient
concentrations at station A are highly variable at 1low
salinities, chemical and biological processing of nutrients may
be substantial even at high flow conditions. We are currently
evaluating process rate data on planktonic primary productivity,
nitrogen cycling, and benthic/water column fluxes of nutrients
which will provide this much-needed information.
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Nutrient Loading to the Estuary

The estimates of daily FRP and NO3 + NO; loading for the
Neuse River shown in Figures 7A-B agree well with other recent
loading estimates made at a station slightly downstream from
station G (Paerl, 1987). Paerl reported maximum NO3 + NO, and
FRP loadings ranging between 580-2800 kmol N/day and 50-110
kmol-P/day respectively, for the period May 1981-April 1986.
Maximum NO3 + NO, and FRP loadings respectively in our study
were 490-1658 kmol N/day and 28-56 kmol P/day. Paerl's results
underscore the large interannual variability in loading shown in
Figures 6A-B. The total NO3 + NO, loading which occurred during
January and February 1987 is the highest loading reported for
the late winter and early spring period since 1983.

Interannual variation in point-source nutrient inputs was

small, as were monthly variations. This variation might be
expected since these discharges are 1largely independent of
meteorological events. However, Dbecause of this relatively

constant input, the impacts of point-source loading could be
greatly enhanced during low flow periods. Loadings from direct
precipitation and local land use were not considered here but
are probably of minor importance.

Paerl (1987) also reported a strong, direct link between

NO3 + NO,; loading and river flow. Surface and subsurface
runoff to the Neuse River Estuary is maximal in winter when
evapotranspiration is lowest (Harned, 1980). Since these flows

carry dissolved nutrients, maximum nutrient loading tends to
occur in winter. However, the relationship between river flow
and NO3 + NOp 1loading can also be spuriously influenced by
anthropogenic factors. Fertilization of farmland generally
occurs in late winter and early spring (Humenik et al., 1983).
Consequently, more nitrate is available (both from direct
application to fields, and through nitrification of ammonium
fertilizers) for input to the river through stormwater runoff at
this time than at other times of vyear. Greater winter
availability of nitrate is evident in Figures 6A-B, where an
anomalously high August 1986 river flow was equal to or greater
than the river flows of the preceding winter/spring period.
Although August flows were equivalent to those winter flows,
August nutrient loadings were much less than winter loadings.

NH4 and FRP loadings are 1less affected by river flow.
Paerl (1987) also noted a relatively weak link between NH, or
FRP loading and river flow and suggested that this weakness is
due to the relatively smaller contribution of non-point sources
to NH, and FRP loading. Greater point source contributions,
unrelated to river flow, also would explain the smaller seasonal
changes in loading of NH4 and FRP than of NO3 + NO,.

High spring river discharges to their receiving estuaries
are a common feature of temperate, drowned-river valley
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estuaries (Sharp et al., 1986; Schubel and Pritchard, 1986).
Annual loading of the upper Chesapeake Bay by the Susquehanna
River follows the same seasonally asymmetric pattern found for
the Neuse (Schubel and Pritchard, 1986). Such loading patterns
are probably typical of these estuaries. The timing and
magnitude of the spring discharge may also determine the
location, timing, and extent of spring phytoplankton blooms by
determining patterns of water column stratification (Sharp et
al., 1986).

Nutrient loading and other discharge related effects are
determined by a complex interaction of man's activities,
hydrology, geochemistry and biological processing. Loading
studies represent one part of the picture. Our studies of the
biological responses to these interactions will hopefully supply
another part.

SUMMARY

The Neuse River Estuary serves as a filter for riverborne
nutrients on their way to Pamlico Sound. Concentrations of NHg,
NO3 + NOp, and FRP consistently declined in water passing
through the estuary. NO3 + NOp concentrations decreased the
most, such that they often were near or below the limits of
detection upon reaching the estuarine mouth. These decreases
were not merely due to physical mixing. Thus the estuary acts
as a dynamic "sink" for dissolved inorganic nutrients.

Nutrient loading to the estuary is substantial with most
dissolved 1inorganic nutrients coming from the Neuse River.
Local point sources and the Trent River provide minor inputs.
Both nutrient loading and concentration patterns within the
estuary are dependent on river flows. However, even under high
flow conditions nutrient concentrations at the mouth are less
than at the head. Thus the Neuse River Estuary acts to preserve
low nutrient concentrations within Pamlico Sound and perhaps
prevent eutrophication there.
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ABSTRACT

The bacterial genus, Vibrio, 1is generally the major
taxonomic group of bacteria cultured from estuarine waters, and
one of the most common in open ocean waters. Although of great
significance as saprophytic agents (they are active chitin
mineralizers) and the source of several economically important
fish and shellfish diseases, a number of members of this genus
are also the causative agents of a variety of important human
infections. These range from superficial wound or
gastrointestinal infections to severe and frequently fatal
septicemias. This paper reviews the medically important Vibrio
diseases of man, and notes their incidence in North Carolina
waters.

INTRODUCTION

The genus Vibrio constitutes one of the most common genera
of bacteria in estuarine and marine oceanic environments. 1In
the 1974 edition of Bergey's Manual of Determinative
Bacteriology, the taxonomic "bible" of bacteria, five species of
the genus Vibrio were listed. Of these, only V. cholerae and V.
parahaemolyticus were known human pathogens. V. cholerae,
implicated in seven worldwide epidemics of cholera since its
first isolation in 1884, continues to be a significant health
hazard, with 79,000 cases of cholera reported from around the
world during the last two years. V. parahaemolyticus is a major
cause of food poisoning, especially in those countries where raw
seafood is commonly consumed. It causes 70% of the food
poisonings in Japan, where 13,000 cases were reported in 1972
alone. Now physicians and microbiologists are confronted not
only with these two pathogenic marine vibrios, but with a number
which has literally been increasing every year. As of 1986,
there were 30 described species of the genus Vibrio, of which 11
have been associated with human disease (Table 1). The majority
of these newly described species are gastrointestinal pathogens
causing relatively mild food-poisoning symptoms with diarrhea
(for recent reviews see Farmer et al., 1985; Morris and Black,
1985; Oliver, 1985; Tison and Kelly, 1984). A notable exception
among these '"newcomers", however, 1is Vibrio vulnificus, one of
the most invasive and rapidly 1lethal human pathogens known
today. This review summarizes the taxonomy, distribution, and
diseases caused by the most important of these marine vibrios,
with special reference to their presence in North Carolina
waters.
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Table 1. Vibrio spp. Associated with Human Disease

1974 1987

Vibrio cholerae Vibrio cholerae

V. parahaemolyticus parahaemolyticus
alginolyticus
vulnificus
damsela
hollisae
fluvialis
furnissi
mimicus

. metcshnikovii
cincinnatiensis

A< <<<<<<<<

Vibrio cholerae

This bacterium, first isoclated in 1884, has been the cause
of seven world-wide epidemics. The current pandemic has
involved some 34 countries and caused nearly 80,000 cases. The
symptoms, which begin as 1little as six hours after infection,
are typical of gastrointestinal disease, and include abdominal
discomfort, vomiting, and diarrhea. Unlike other vibrios
causing similar symptoms, however, intestinal wulceration is
common, generally resulting in bloody diarrhea. The patient may
suffer massive fluid loss, a result of 20 to 30 watery stools
per day. The resultant dehydration causes collapse, coma, and
often death (Morris and Black, 1985).

Taxonomically, V. cholerae isolates may be subdivided by
their cell surface chemistry. Those strains which agglutinate
in "01" antiserum have historically been considered the most
important type, responsible for the epidemic, or Asian, form of

cholera described above. Those isolates which do not
agglutinate in 01 antiserum have been collectively referred to
as NAG ("non-agglutinating") vibrios, NCV ("non-cholera")
vibrios, or more properly, '"non-01" V. cholerae. Although not

considered to be of great importance as agents of epidemic
cholera, it is becoming increasing apparent that some of the
non-01 strains are, in fact, capable of producing the cholera
toxin and of causing cholera-like symptoms. Further, and in
contrast to the 01 strains which are capable of causing only
intestinal disease, non-01 V. cholerae strains are significant
in causing potentially serious wound infections. Non-01 strains
of V. cholerae have been isolated from ear infections, blood and
sputum samples, appendices, gallbladders, and cerebrospinal
fluid, as well as wounds. Septicemias, some with fatal
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outcomes, have also been reported for non-01 strains. This
indicates an ability to invade tissue, a trait not associated
with the 01 type (Oliver, 1983).

Although an occasional case of cholerae appeared in the
early 1970's, cholera was not considered a problem in this

country until 1978 (Table 2). At that time, 11 cases were
reported in Louisiana, all a result of consumption of
contaminated crabs. In 1981, 17 more cases were reported in a

single outbreak, with contaminated drinking water on an oil rig
in the 1Intracoastal Waterway of Texas being implicated as the

source of infection. In both outbreaks, V. cholerae group 01
were isolated and shown to be identical to a strain isolated
from a cholera case in Texas in 1973. More recently, 5 cases
were reported 1in August of 1986. It has now been clearly

established that these strains differ from those found in other
countries, and represent a population indigenous to this
country. Indeed, V. cholerae group 01 bacteria have been
isolated from oysters and waters from the East and Gulf coasts,

and thus appear to be quite ubiquitous. Strains of non-01
cholera appear to be even more common in estuarine environments,
being present in both water and shellfish (Oliver, 1983). One

study (DePaola et al., 198l1) carried out in the Gulf Coast
reported 36%, 37%, and 84% of the 477 samples of shellfish, mud,
and seawater studied to harbor V. cholera isolates.

Table 2. Cases of Vibrio cholerae in the United States?@
Date State Cases 01 Vehicle
1973 TX 1 + ?
1976 AL 1 shrimp gumbo
1977 AL 1 + oysters
1978 LA 11 + crab
AL 2 oysters
1979 FL 6 oysters
TX 2 "seafood"
LA 6 "seafood"
1980 FL 1 + oysters
1981 TX 2 + ?
TX Gulf 17 + drinking water
NH 1 clams
1984 MD 1 + crabs
1985 CA 1 + oysters
1986 FL 2 + oysters
AL 14 oysters
LA 4 + crab, shrimp
GA 1 + oysters

8No cases had occurred in the United States Between 1911-1972
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It is now evident that both 01 and non-01 strains of V.
cholerae are capable of causing epidemic cholera, and that the
non-01 strains may also produce potentially fatal wound
infections. Further, V. cholera, generally regarded in the
United States as being a problem only in eastern and mid-eastern
countries, is in fact a part of the normal estuarine microflora
in this country, having been isolated from the Chesapeake Bay of
Maryland to the Gulf of Mexico. Despite the ubiquity of this
species in southeastern waters, we have been most fortunate in
that no cases of cholera have occurred in N.C.

Vibrio vulnificus

The wound infections and septicemias occasionally caused by
non-01 strains of V. cholerae are similar to those caused by V.
vulnificus. This marine pathogen is one of the most invasive
bacterial species ever described and has been the subject of
intense investigation since its first description in 1976 (for a
review, see Oliver, 1989). V. vulnificus can cause infection by
two routes: ingestion of contaminated raw seafood, particularly
oysters, or introduction of seawater containing the bacterium
into a wound injury. Of the two routes, ingestion is the more
serious. The organism appears able to penetrate the intestinal
tract and produce a massive infection with a 40-60% fatality
rate. In almost all of these cases, the infected individual has

some underlying disease. These include hepatitis, thalassemia
major, hemochromatosis, or most commonly liver cirrhosis as a
result of alcoholism. Such diseases typically result in

elevated levels of serum iron, a situation apparently essentialk
to the overwhelming infections this bacterium is capable of
producing. Symptoms of V. vulnificus septicemia generally
include fever, chills, and decreased blood pressure leading to
shock (Table 3). The time to death is often quite rapid, with
patients frequently dying within hours after hospital admission
(Oliver, 1987). It is essential that persons with diseases such
as those mentioned above refrain from eating raw seafood, as
this combination has potentially disastrous consequences.

Wound infections involving V. vulnificus often occur while
fishing, crabbing, or shucking oysters, and are always seawater
associated. Although the fatality rate is lower (ca. 20%) as
compared to the septicemias, the wounds are characterized by
swelling, redness, edema, and a rapidly developing subcutaneous
tissue destruction often resulting in limb amputation. Unlike
most septicemia cases, these wound infections often occur in
otherwise healthy individuals.

Vibrio vulnificus has been shown to occur on the East,
West, and Gulf coasts of the United States. Our studies of east
coast waters have shown this organism to be present in oysters,
water, sediment, and plankton. While we have found the numbers
of V. vulnificus in seawater to be relatively low (ca. 5-10/ml),
filter-feeding oysters and clams concentrate this bacterium to




over 104/gram (Oliver et al., 1982; Oliver et al., 1983).

Table 3. Summary of Primary Septicemic and Wound Infections
produced by Vibrio vulnificus

————— At AA————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
e ——————————— e ——

Primary Wound
Septicemias Infections
(n=57) (n=54)
Symptoms
Fever 94% 85%
Chills 86 68
Hypotension? 43 19
Nausea 60 37.5
Vomiting 35 30
Diarrhea 30 7
Abdominal pain 44 0
Secondary lesions 69 6
Edema 91
Cellulitis 94
Chronic disease 94% 57%
Liver disease 76 21
Diabetes 9 15
Cancer 3 13
Raw oyster consumption 85% 11%
Seawater/shellfish exposure 19 89
Median incubation time (h.) 26 16
Amputation/debridement/grafting 38% 58%
Fatal 56 22

agsystolic pressure less than 85 mm

We have isolated V. vulnificus from samples taken from Cape
Hatteras and Fort Fisher in North Carolina, and from Myrtle
Beach in South Carolina. In N.C. during 1985, three cases were
reported, but the number of cases involving this vibrio appear
to be increasing in southeastern waters. Nine fatal cases have
already been reported in Florida during 1987 (personal
communication, Richard Howard, University of Florida School of
Medicine).
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Vibrio parahaemolyticus

Another disease-causing marine vibrio, V. parahaemolyticus,
has long been known as a serious pathogen occurring in fish and
shellfish. Nearly three-fourths of all food poisonings in
Japan, where significant amounts of raw or slightly cooked
seafood is consumed, are caused by this bacterium. From 1971
through 1978, at 1least 16 outbreaks of V. parahaemolyticus
gastroenteritis have been reported in the United States
(Beauchat, 1982). 1In the largest, 1133 people who had consumed
contaminated crabmeat and shrimp in Louisiana became infected.
Although no large outbreaks have occurred in North Carolina, two
cases were reported here in 1985. It should be emphasized here
that, of all the pathogenic vibrios, only V. cholerae is
"reportable", i.e., it 1is the only one which physicians must
report to the State Health laboratory in Raleigh, Thus, we
suspect that the actual number of infections with this
microorganism is far greater than the numbers reported here.

Unlike V. vulnificus, the disease caused Dby V.
parahaemolyticus involves watery diarrhea (98%), acute abdominal
pain (82%), nausea (71%), vomiting (52%), headache and fever
(27%), and chills (24%) (Beuchat, 1982). The diarrheal stools
are occasionally bloody. The incubation period between
consumption of the contaminated seafood and onset of symptoms is
from 4 to 96 hours, and the disease typically lasts three days.
Interestingly, pathogenicity of this vibrio species 1is not
associated with all isolates. Only those strains which produce
a hemolytic toxin (the "Kanagawa" hemolysin) have been found to
be virulent.

V. parahaemolyticus is a ubiquitous microorganism that has
been isolated throughout the world from nearly every estuarine
environment which has been examined. It occurs in seawater,
sediments, and shellfish, and a strong association with
zooplankton and water temperature has been demonstrated.

The most comprehensive study carried out on the incidence
of V. parahaemolyticus present in seafood taken from North
Carolina waters was reported by Hackney et al., in 1980. They
analyzed 716 seafood samples over a three year period and found
V. parahaemolyticus to be present in 46% of them. Of the various
seafoods examined, V. parahaemolyticus was found most commonly
in unshucked oysters (79%) and clams (83%), and 1in live crabs
(100%). As 1is generally the case with bacteria such as V.
parahaemolyticus which are part of the normal flora in estuarine
environments, no correlation was found between the presence of
V. parahaemolyticus in these samples and the occurrence of such
pollution indicators as fecal coliforms or enterococci. The
occurrence of V. parahaemolyticus, which has been shown in
several studies to prefer warm waters, was also found by Hackney
et al. to demonstrate a seasonal variation 1in the seafood
examined. Samples examined during the cold water months of
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January and February were generally free of V. parahaemolyticus.
Significant numbers of V. parahaemolyticus in the water column
were only found in the months of May through November, when
water temperatures were about 20°C, and were maximum between
June and September, when temperatures were around 30°C. As is
the case with non spore-forming bacteria such as the vibrios,
adequate heat processing reduces or eliminates V.
parahaemolytics, although recontamination through contact of
cooked seafood with seawater or utensils harboring the bacterium
remains a major problem in the epidemiology of these infections.
Further, it has been found that steaming of crabs for more than
eight minutes is required to remove the vibrio hazard.

Other Pathogenic Marine Vibrios

A number of other vibrios known to be pathogenic for man
also exist in estuarine waters of the United States (Oliver,
1985). V. alginolyticus has been isolated around the world from
seawater and seafood, and has been implicated as a cause of
usually superficial wound infections of the eyes, ears, or skin.
These infections, which generally occur following swimming in
the marine environment, tend to remain 1localized and involve
swelling, mild tissue destruction, and pussey exudates.
Occasionally, cholera-like symptoms have been reported, but such
infections appear to be restricted to immunosupressed patients.
In 1985, two cases attributed to this vibrio were reported in
N.C.

V. mimicus is closely related to V. cholerae, both

phenotypically and clinically. Like cholera, symptoms of
infection with this Dbacterium generally involve diarrhea,
nausea, vomiting, and abdominal pain. This Vibrio occurs in

seawater and shellfish, and the consumption of raw oysters has
again been correlated with infection.

The next two species, V. fluvialis and V. furnissii, are
closely related and both cause symptoms similar to cholera,
including diarrhea, vomiting, and cramps. At least one death,
apparently due to severe dehydration, has been documented as a
result of V. fluvialis in the United States. Infections with V.
furnissii do not involve dehydration, and appear to be milder
than those involving V. fluvialis. Both bacteria are ubiquitous
in estuarine environments, and two cases involving V. fluvialis
were reported in N.C. during 1985.

V. damsela is unusual in being both a major pathogen of the
damselfish, but also able to cause seawater-associated wound
infections in man. Recent studies suggest it produces one of
the more potent extracellular cytotoxins known. Unfortunately,
the distribution of this potentially important human pathogen in
the marine environment is virtually unknown.

V. hollisae, first described 1in 1982, has been implicated
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in human diarrheal infection, and has also been isolated from a
blood culture. As 1is typical of those vibrios causing
gastrointestinal infection, the disease produced by this
bacterium has been associated with the consumption of raw
seafood. Unfortunately, due primarily to its inability to grow
on TCBS, the bacterial medium generally employed to isolate
marine and estuarine vibrios, 1little 1is known regarding the
ecology of this pathogen. There was one case involving this
bacterium reported in N.C. during 1985, however.

Taxonomy

A recurring problem regarding the study of all of these
pathogenic marine vibrios has been the lack of adequate
isolation methods and considerable difficulty in our ability to
rapidly and accurately identify the bacteria once they are
isolated. Most researchers have employed thiosulfate-citrate-
bile salts-sucrose (TCBS) agar, a medium originally developed
for the isolation of V. cholerae from fecal specimens.
Unfortunately, some estuarine vibrios (e.g. V. hollisae) are
unable to grow on this medium, some non-vibrios are able toc grow
(hence limiting its selectivity value), and TCBS has very little
differential capability. Thus, one must resort to tedious and
time-consuming phenotypic testing to determine the identity of
those organisms isolated from marine environments. Even then,
many of the marine vibrios differ in only a few commonly
examined phenotypic traits, and rapid identification methods,
such as the API-20E system commonly employed in c¢linical
laboratories, frequently misidentify these pathogens. Thus, in
many cases, dgenetic analysis (such as DNA/DNA hybridization
methods) must be resorted in order to provide an absolute
identification of the isolated vibrio. The situation is further
complicated by the abundance of marine vibrios that have yet to
be described or identified taxonomically.

One avenue which offers hope in avoiding some of the above
problems is the development of novel media for the isolation of
these vibrios. The recently described "CPC" agar, a medium
designed to be highly selective for V. cholerae and V.
vulnificus is an example of one such medium (Massad and Oliver,
1987). Unlike other media typically employed for the isolation
of marine vibrios, CPC does not depend on a limited ability to
differentiate between species. Instead, this medium employs a
number of selective characteristics such that only V. vulnificus
and V. cholerae are able to grow (Table 4). Although field
studies are only now being initiated, such a medium holds
promise for adding to our knowledge regarding the distribution
and ecology of at least these two human pathogens.

Another advance which holds even greater promise for the
rapid and accurate identification of marine vibrios is the
recent development of both gene probes and monoclonal antibody
reagents designed to react specifically with target vibrios.



Table 4. Comparison of Vibrio-selective media?

Growth on
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Species TCBS spsb CPC

(No. of Strains) (sucrose rxn) (halo) (cellobiose rxn)
Vibrio wvulnificus

Clinical (23) + (-) + (+) + (+)

Environmental (34) + (=) + (32/34+) + (+)
V. cholerae 01 (7) + (+) + (2/7+) + (=)

non-01 (8) + (+) + (3/8+) + (=)

V. aestuarianus (2) + (+) + (=) NGC
V. alginolyticus (9) + (+) + (=) NG
V. anguillarum (1) + (+) + (=) NG
V. campbelli (3) + (=) + (=) NG
V. damsela (1) + (=) + (=) NG
V. fischeri (2) + (=) + (=) NG
V. fluvialis (6) + (+) + (=) NG
V. furnissii (5) + (+) + (=) NG
V. harveyi (10) + (V) + (=) NG
V. hollisae (4) + (=) + (=) NG
V. mimicus (7) + (=) + (=) NG
V. natriegens (1) + (+) + (+) NG
V. nigripulchritudo (1) + (=) + (=) NG
V. parahaemolyticus (9) + (=) + (=) NG (1/9+)
V. pelagius (1) + (=) + (=) NG
V. proteolyticus (1) + (=) + (=) NG
V. splendidus (1) + (=) + (=) NG
Photobacterium leiognathi + (=) + (=) NG
Pseudomonas spp. (10) 1/10+ (-) 8/10+ (-) NG
Flavobacterium spp. (5) NG 2/5+ (=) NG

4oliver, J.D. and G. Massad, 1987. Appl. Environ. Microbiol.

53: 2262-2264.

bPyedia of Kitaura et al., 1983. FEMS Microbiol. Let.

17: 205-209.

CNo growth



Table 5. Hybridization of Reference Strains with a DNA
Probe for the Vibrio vulnificus Cytotoxin-
hemolysin Gene

Reference strain No. of strains
hybridizing with
probe/no. tested

V. vulnificus 103/103
V. parahaemolyticus 0/25
V. cholerae 01 0/4
V. cholerae non-01 0/6
V. hollisae 0/3
V. mimicus 0/5
V. alginolyticus 0/3
V. harveyi 0/16
V. ordalii 0/2
V. aestuarianus 0/3
V. campbellii 0/5
V. damsela 0/1
V. fluvialis 0/2
V. furnissii 0/1
V. metschnikovii 0/1
V. natriegens 0/1
V. pelagius 0/1
V. proteolyticus 0/1
V. splendidus 0/1
V. anguillarum 0/1
V. fischeri 0/1
Aeromonas hydrophila 0/1
Photobacterium leiognathi 0/1
Pseudomonas aeruginosa 0/5
Providencia stuartii 0/3
Proteus mirabilis 0/6
Serratia marcescens 0/3
Escherichia coli 0/13
Morganella morganii 0/3
Acinetobacter calcoaceticus 0/1
Klebsiella pneumoniae 0/1
Klebsiella oxytoca 0/1
Enterobacter cloacae 0/1
Citrobacter diversus 0/4
Salmonella spp. 0/4
Yersinia enterocolitica 0/1

Data taken from Wright et al., 1985. Infect. Immun. 50: 922-924
and Morris et al., 1987. Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 53: 193-195.
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Cases in point are the recently described probe for the V.
vulnificus hemolysin. This hemolysin gene has been found to be
unigque to V. vulnificus, and thus the probe can be employed to
determine the presence of this vibrio even in the presence of
great numbers of other vibrio and non-vibrio species (Table 5).
Similarly, antibodies produced against the flagella of the
various pathogenic marine vibrios have been shown to be
extremely specific, and potentially of great value for the rapid
identification of these bacteria. Tassin et al. (1983) reported
the seven Vibrio species they studied to be correctly identified
using this method, with accuracies of 93-100%. In a later
study, Simonson and Siebeling (1986) found 99.3% of the V.
vulnificus isolates examined to agglutinate within two minutes
after the addition of the antibody preparation. Further,
excellent specificity has been demonstrated in that 18 other
vibrios examined did not agglutinate with the anti-V. vulnificus
reagent.

CONCLUSIONS

The number of vibrio species recognized by public health
officials has increased dramatically in the last 10 years. This
awareness and recognition is 1likely 1linked to the greatly
increased number of vibrio infections occurring in the United
States. The cause of this increase 1is not known, but the
potential for debilitating illness, amputation, and occasionally
death, 1is significant, especially 1in coastal states. These
bacteria are common in North Carolina waters and shellfish, and
are known to have caused several serious infections in North
Carolina. It is essential that awareness of physicians and
clinicians be heightened as to the potential seriousness of
these infections, and to improve our understanding of the
ecology, pathogenesis, and treatment of these diseases. It is
also critical that persons with elevated serum iron 1levels be
made aware of the significant danger they face with the marine
vibrios if they consume raw seafood.
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NATURAL TOLERANCE OF BACTEREMIA
IN THE BLUE CRAB, CALLINECTES SAPIDUS
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ABSTRACT

The blue <crab, Callinectes sapidus, has been found to
harbor as part of its normal body flora several species of
bacteria belonging to the genus Vibrio. Members of this genus
are common inhabitants of temperate estuarine waters worldwide.
Some Vibrio species such as Vibrio parahaemolyticus are known
pathogens of man and marine organisms. These bacteria are
common in and on healthy blue c¢rabs. Furthermore, blue crabs
seem to be able to tolerate these bacteria in their hemolymph, a
condition which is usually associated with the diseased state in
man. The public health implications and the role of these
infections in crab mortalities is discussed.

INTRODUCTION

The Dblue crab, Callinectes sapidus, 1is an important
commercial species along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts of the
United States with an annual commercial catch ranging from 9-36
million kg, plus an indeterminate guantity taken non-
commercially (Gosner, 1979). The bacterial flora associated
with this species has been the subject of several studies (e.g.
Welsh and Sizemore, 1985). Reports in the literature regarding
the bacterial burden of C. sapidus have shown that potential
human pathogens can be isolated not only from processed crabmeat
but also from apparently healthy and, therefore, marketable
crabs (Fishbein, et al., 1970; Phillips and Peeler, 1972;
Sizemore, et al., 1975; Tubiash, et al., 1975). Furthermore,
the levels of infection which can occur in this species are such
that ingestion of one crab could conceivably constitute an
infective dose (the quantity of bacteria which must be ingested
to cause disease) for humans.

The obvious public health implications have provided the
rationale for much of the work with C. sapidus. While the
medical profession may be satisfied with knowing what pathogens
are present 1in the blue crab and how the consumer can best be
protected, there are many additional questions related to the
bacterial locad of this species which are of interest to other
scientific disciplines. In particular, the source of crab
infections and the bacterial mode of entry into crabs are of
concern to microbial ecologists, invertebrate pathologists and
mariculturists.
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Bacterial Flora of Crab Hemolymph

The exterior surface of crabs contains a rich variety of
bacteria including species in the genus Vibrio (e.g. Sindermann,
1971; Sizemore et al., 1975). Vibrio species are also
predominate in the abundant crab gut flora (Davis and Sizemore,
1982). The hemolymph of healthy blue crabs like other organisms
was assumed to be sterile, however, several reports have
documented the bacterial flora of crab hemolymph. Table 1 shows
the relative bacterial load of blue <crabs in several of these
studies. Although sampling techniques and sites were different
in these studies, it can be concluded that blue crabs do
routinely harbor bacteria in their hemolymph.

The source of bacteria in crab hemolymph remains
undetermined. Davis and Sizemore (1982) speculated that
hemolymph bacteria could originate in the crab gut. This
speculation contradicts earlier studies by Tubiash and co-
workers (1975), who concluded that bacteria probably entered the
hemolymph as a result of injury. A subsequent study by Sizemore
and Davis (1985) showed a similarity in species composition
between the hemolymph bacteria and the bacteria on the exterior
of the crabs. This similarity made them reconsider their
earlier hypothesis and conclude that bacteria from the crab's
exterior, perhaps through the gills, are constantly penetrating
into the crab's hemolymph.

Vibrio species are the predominate bacteria in all studies
of healthy blue crab hemolymph (e.g. Colwell et al., 1975;

Sizemore et al., 1975). Other portions of the crab anatomy also
harbor Vibrio species and in some cases contain higher
percentages of Vibrio species than in the hemolymph. For

example, Sizemore and Davis (1985) report that 96% of the
bacteria in crab feces are members of the genus Vibrio. Table 2
shows a breakdown of the Vibrio species associated with a
variety of tissues in a typical crab. Despite the abundance of
Vibrio in other parts of the crab, the emphasis of many studies
has been on the hemolymph. The rationale for this bias is that
hemolymph bacteria are more 1likely to cause disease in man
because the normal cleaning and cooking processes are more
likely to remove or kill bacteria on other sites of the crab.
Furthermore, latent or chronic crab disease may also be related
to prevalent crab hemolymph infections.

The most extensive study of the Vibrio species composition
of crab hemolymph was probably the study of Davis and Sizemore
(1982). They found that there was a large variation in the
percentage of Vibrio ssp. (0 - 100%) found in different crabs.
However, Vibrio was generally predominate and in 40% of the
crabs studied, Vibrio spp. made up 75% of the bacteria in the
hemolymph. Of particular significance was the occurrence of
several pathogenic Vibrio species. For example, Vibrio
parahaemolyticus, an organism which causes gastroenteritis in
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Table 2. The relative abundance of Vibrio spp. in tissue of
the blue crab, Callinectes sapidus.

Tissue Bacterial Counts* Percentage Vibrio
Eggs 106 50
Hepatopancreas 106 32
Stomach 108 50
Claw Meat 102 42
Mouth Parts 108 12
Shell 104 22

* Bacterial counts given as colony forming units per gram wet
weight of tissue

humans, was the most common (found in 23% of the crabs) species
isolated. A couple of more virulent species: V. cholerae, the
causal agent of epidemic cholera and V. vulnificus, a bacterium
which can cause fatal septicemia, were also commonly found in
healthy crabs (2 and 7% respectively). When pooled hemolymph
samples from several crabs were exposed to latex beads coated
with antibodies against V. cholerae (generously provided by R.
Siebeling, Louisiana State University), these beads routinely
precipitated bacterial strains, which by clinical standards, are
identical to V. cholerae.

The significance of this infection can be appreciated if
one considers that the infective dose of these bacteria is
usually high and casual contact with low number of the bacteria
does not result in illness. A few crabs were found in their
study which contained a high number and a pure culture of a
Vibrio species. Ingestion of a single, poorly cooked crab with
this level of infection could provide a logical route for the
spread of this infection. Thus, c¢rabs should be cooked
carefully before consumption.

Crab Shedding Tank Mortality

Shedding soft shelled crabs from premolt hard crabs 1is a
profitable business which is growing in North Carolina. Success
of the shedding operation often depends on the availability of
premolt crabs and the ability to prevent crab mortality before
marketing. Since most shedding tank mortalities have been
assumed to be due to microbial infection, studies have been
conducted to determine the role of hemolymph infections in crab
shedding tank mortalities.
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Documenting mortality rates in shedding tanks is difficult
and variations are extensive between individual shedders and
facilities. Published reports have, however, reported mortality
rates as high as 50-80% (Krantz et al., 1969; Haefner and
Garten, 1974). Usually, these infections are believed to be the
result of microorganisms introduced and encouraged in their
growth by poor handling procedures and/or poor water quality.
However, the documentation of chronic hemolymph infections in
healthy blue crabs (Welsh and Sizemore, 1985) suggests a

different route for shedding mortalities. To test this
hypothesis, wooden shedding tanks were built similar to those
used locally for commercial shedding. Premolt hard crabs were

then placed into these tanks and monitored as they molted to
soft crabs. These carefully controlled conditions allowed for
continuous bacteriological sampling and analysis.

Approximately 450 crabs were shed in our experimental tanks
with the majority of the crabs dying during the experiment.
Crab mortalities varied between 8-80%, with an average mortality
rate of 75%. This rate was presumed to be high due to the
experimental conditions to which the crabs were subjected (i.e.
periodic hemolymph sampling). A survey of 1local shedders
suggested that their mortality rates generally were in the range
of 10-30%. This study was terminated before conclusion but some
preliminary results were obtained. Most premolt crabs (91%)
contained bacteria in their hemolymph and most (85%) contained
Vibrio species. No correlation was found between a particular
bacterial species and increased mortality, but several human and
crab pathogens were isolated. The most common of which was V.
parahaemolvticus. Crab mortality was highest (43%) in the first
few days of shedding and generally affected crabs which were not
close to shedding more than those which were just about to shed.
Crabs which died generally had higher bacterial counts in their
hemolymph suggesting that bacteria caused their deaths, but 3%
of the dead crabs had very 1low bacterial levels in their
hemolymph suggesting another etiology. The preliminary
recommendations of the study were that shedders should attempt
to molt only those crabs which show signs of being very near
molting so that time in the shedding tank 1is minimized.
Preliminary results also suggested that shedding crabs in low
salinity water may reduce mortality since Vibrio species require
salt for growth and generally cannot grow in fresh water.

Crab Immunology

Despite the prevalence of bacteria in the crab hemolymph
reported above, invertebrates similar to the crab are known to
have immune systems. Decapod crustaceans exhibit immune
responses including encapsulation, phagocytosis with or without
the aid of serum factors, bactericidins, hemagglutins,
agglutinins, and precipitins (Schapiro, 1975). Some success has
been reported in immunizing blue crabs (Pauley, 1973), and blue
crabs are known to produce phagocytic cells which should be
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effective in removing bacteria from the interior of the crab's
body (Rabin, 1970). 1In light of these reports, the frequency of
blue crab bacteremia is perplexing. Several investigators have
postulated that crab hemolymph infections may be temporary with
frequent re-entry of the bacteria resulting in the observed
bacterial infections (Sizemore and Davis, 1985). This
hypothesis assumes that the crabs have effective immune systems
which can remove bacteria. An alternate hypothesis is that the
crab has no effective immune system or that Vibrio spp. have
found a way to avoid detection and/or destruction by the crab's
immune system.

To test this hypothesis, experiments were conducted to
determine if the blue «crab's hemolymph could kill a Vibrio
isolate. Fresh crab hemolymph was collected from healthy
uninjured crabs which were maintained in a flowing seawater tank
in this 1laboratory. The hemolymph was collected with a sterile
syringe and then split into 3 fractions. One portion of the
hemolymph was used whole, while the other 2 portions were
treated to remove the cellular portion of the hemolymph to yield
serum. This process involved centrifugation either with or
without filtration through membrane filters (0.22 um). Each
fraction of the hemolymph was challenged with an equal aliquot
of a Vibrio isolate and incubated for various time intervals.
At the end of the exposure, bacterial numbers were determined
and compared with the numbers before exposure to the hemolymph.
Decreasing bacterial 1levels are assumed to be due to an immune
response. To avoid hemolymph clotting, strontium chloride was
added to most of the hemolymph fractions; however, controls were
also performed without strontium chloride or with strontium
chloride alone to determine the effect of this anticlotting
agent.

Preliminary results from these experiments are inconclusive
with little if any "immune response" observed. Whole unclotted
hemolymph seemed to have the most bactericidal effect and it
appeared that a cellular immune response which could be removed
by centrifugation and/or filtration was present. This
bactericidal response was very weak 1in our experimental
conditions. This data could be artifactual and the immune
response may be stronger in situ, or the blue crab may simply
lack an active immune system.

SUMMARY

Blue crabs routinely harbor bacteria, mainly of the genus
Vibrio, in their hemolymph. If the crab is stressed these
bacteria may increase in number and could be responsible for the
initial mortality seen 1in crab holding tanks. Attempts to
quantitate a c¢crab immune response using fractionated crab
hemolymph were unsuccessful.
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KARYOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS OF CHROMOSOME VARIATION
PATTERNS ASSOCIATED WITH SPECIATION IN SOME RHODOPHYTA
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ABSTRACT

Cytogenetic details other than chromosome numbers are
unavailable for most marine red algae because of the small size
of nuclei, difficulty in obtaining adequate nuclear staining,
and rarity of nuclear divisions in collected material.

Recently, improved cytogenetic techniques and use of
periodically fixed material have made karyological studies more
rewarding. Published data suggest that both polyploidy and
aneuploidy have accompanied speciation in red algal taxa. The
present communication documents the occurrence of these
phenomena in species of Rhodymeniales and Ceramiales. In

addition, an attempt is made to determine the role processes
such as centric fission and fusion, reciprocal translocations,
and pericentric inversions may have played in algal speciation.

INTRODUCTION

Although speciation can occur without detectable
chromosomal changes, in both plant and animal groups phenotypic
variations are typically accompanied by karyotype modifications
(Swanson et al., 1981). Variation in chromosome number and size
as well as symmetry (relative size difference between the
smallest and largest chromosomes) are among the modifications
most commonly encountered (Stebbins, 1971; Jackson, 1976).

Polyploidy 1is considered to be much more important and
widespread than aneuploidy in producing chromosome number
variations in vascular plants (Grant, 1971; Stebbins, 1971) and
has been demonstrated as well in the red algae Plumaria elegans
(Bonnem.) Schmitz and Spermothamnion repens (Dillw.) Rosenv.
(Drew, 1934, 1939, 1943). However, evidence suggesting that
aneuploidy may have been a significant feature of evolution at
both the species and population levels in red algae is now
emerging (Kapraun, 1977, 1978; Kapraun and Freshwater, 1987).

The present cytogenetic investigation was 1initiated to
identify patterns of karyotype transformations in additional
taxa of Rhodophyta and to suggest karyological processes which
may have produced them.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Specimens for this study were collected in the vicinity of
Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina (see Kapraun, 1980 for
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location map and habitat descriptions). Field collected
tetrasporophytic specimens were fixed in 3:1 absolute ethanol-
glacial acetic acid (Austin, 1959) and Ileft overnight. Fixed
material was stored in 70% ethanol, hydrolyzed in 1 N HCl1l for 10
min at room temperature to soften tissue, rinsed in distilled
water, and stained in 2% aceto-orcein for 2-3 h prior to squash
preparation. Chromosome numbers for all species are based on
meiotic prophase nuclei in tetraspore mother cells.
Representative Kkaryotypes were made from various stages of
prophase contraction. Documentation was made by
microphotographs using an Olympus BH2-RFK microscope.
Karyotypes were prepared by viewing 35 mm Kodak Plus-X film with
a 48 X microfiche reader and tracing the chromosomes projected
on the screen (Kapraun and Freshwater, 1987).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Cytogenetic investigations of red algae are hampered by
technical problems including the small size of their
chromosomes, persistence of chromatin droplets until 1late
prophase, failure of the nuclear envelope to disappear and allow
chromosomes to spread, and synchrony of meiotic divisions which
makes a determination of the exact time of cell divisions
essential (Kapraun, 1977, 1978; Kapraun and Freshwater, 1987).

In the present study, fixation time of 23:00 - 24:00 for
field collected specimens provided adequate numbers of nuclear
division stages for all species. Use of a procedure to trace

chromosome images of 35 mm film projected and magnified by a
microfiche reader greatly increased the accuracy of karyotype
analysis (Kapraun and Freshwater, 1987; Kapraun and Martin,
1987).

Rhodymeniales

Results of the present (Figure 1) and previously published
cytogenetic investigations (Magne, 1964; Yabu, 1976) indicate
that members of the Rhodymeniales have symmetric karyotypes with
no relative size differences apparent among the small (0.4 - 0.8
um) dot-like chromosomes. In contrast, with the closely related
Palmariales, e.g. Palmaria palmata (L.) O. Kuntze (as Rhodymenia
palmata (L.) Greville, Yabu, 1972, 1976) and P. mollis (Setchell
et Gardner) van der Meer et Bird (van der Meer and Bird, 1985),
are reported to have strongly asymmetric karyotypes.

In both Rhodymenia pseudopalmata (Lamour.) Silva (Figure 2)
and Lomentaria bailevana (Harv.) Farl. (Figure 6), 10 bivalents
are visible in a plate during diakinesis in tetraspore mother
cells. Karyotypes for both species are characterized by a
distinct ring of five equal-sized chromosomes which are
separated from the other five randomly placed metaphase I
chromosomes (Figure 1). Anaphase and telophase stages of the
first meiotic division do not exhibit any special features, with
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Figure 1. Typical karyotypes of Champia parvula, Lomentaria

baileyana and Rhodymenia pseudopalmata

representing average late prophase preparations.
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Figures 2-5.

Tetraspore mother cell meiotic chromosomes in
Rhodymenia pseudopalmata. (2) Early meiotic
metaphase showing equatorial aggregation, (3) Side
view of metaphase, (4) Anaphase, (5) Late prophase
in the second nuclear division.




Figures 6-7.

Figures 8-9.
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Tetrasporee mother cell meiotic chromosomes in
Lomentaria bailevana. (6) Early meiotic metaphase,
(7) Late Anaphase.

Tetraspore mother cell meiotic chromosomes in
Champia parvula. (8) Side view of metaphase, (9)
Late prophase in the second nuclear division.
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the two chromosome complements separating as a mass toward the
poles (Figures 3-5, 7)..

In Champia parvula (C. Ag.) Harv., 12 bivalents were seen
during diakinesis (Figure 1). In early anaphase (Figure 8) of
the first division and early prophase of the second division
(Figure 9), the two groups of 12 chromosomes appeared smaller,
but remained distinct. The conspicuous ring of five chromosomes
described for Lomentaria baileyana above was not observed in

Champia.

Chromosome numbers for eight species of Rhodymeniales in the
present and previously published investigations are given in
Table 1. The basic haploid number appears to be 10.
Aneuploidy, which involves an increase or decrease in chromosome
number by less than a complete genome (Jackson, 1971), is
indicated for Champia parvula with N = 12. Haploid counts of N

= 22-23 for Lomentaria clavellosa (Turn.) Gaill. and N = 28 for
Rhodymenia pertusa (Post. et Rupr.) J. Ag. suggest a more
complex sequence of karyotype modifications involving both
aneuploidy and polyploidy. For example, the karyotype of L.

clavellosa appears to consist of a 2X polyploid supplemented by
two-three additional chromosomes while that of R. pertusa could
have evolved from a 3X polyploid which 1lost two chromosomes.
Since normal diploids cannot generally tolerate the loss of

genetic information (Jackson, 1971), the success of these
aneuploid species further supports the assumption of their
polyploid origin. Centric fusion, centric fission and non-

disjunction of bivalents during meiosis are known to result in
chromosome number variations similar to those observed in the
Rhodymeniales (Grant, 1971; Stebbins, 1971). However, lack of
data in the present study for the relative size of each species'
chromosome complement and its behavior during meiosis preclude
any attempt to confirm the significance of these karyotype
repatterning processes in the Rhodymeniales.

Ceramiales

The Ceramiales, one of the largest and most
phylogenetically advanced orders of red algae, 1is characterized
by a wide range of highly specialized, structurally diverse
species (Bold and Wynne, 1985). The family Ceramiaceae, which
includes the genera Antithamnion, Antithamnionella and
Callithamnion, is usually considered to retain many features
assumed to be primitive or ancestral in the order (Hommersand,
1963).

Despite the large number of Antithamnion, Antithamnionella
and Callithamnion species for which chromosome data have been
published (Tables 2 and 3), it 1is remarkable that photographic
documentation is available only for species of Antithamnion: A.
heterocladum Funk (Athanasiadis, 1983), A. tenuissimum (Hauck)
Schiffner (Rueness and Rueness, 1973), and A. cruciatum (C. Ag.)
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Table 1. Chromosome numbers for four genera of rhodymeniales
Species Reference 1N 2 N
Champia parvula (C. Ag.) Harv. Present Study 12
Chylocladia verticillata (Lightf.) Blid. Kylin 1923 c.20
(as C. kaliformis (Good. et Wood.) Hook.
Lomentaria articulata (Huds.) Lyngb. Magne 1964 10 20
Lomentaria baileyana (Harv.) Farl. Present Study 10 20
Lomentaria clavellosa (Turn.) Gaill. Svedelius 1937 10 20
" " Magne 1964 22-23 44-46
Lomentaria orcadensis (Harv.) Coll. ex Tayl. Svedelius 1935 c.20*
(as L. rosea (Harv.) Thur.)
Rhodymenia pseudopalmata (Lamour.) Silva Present Study 10 20
Rhodymenia pertusa (Post. et Rupr.) J. Ag. Yabu 1976 28
* Reported as unconfirmed diploid counts
Table 2. Chromosome numbers for some Callithamnion specis
Species Reference 1N 2 N
callithamnion arbuscula (Dillw.) Lyngb. Harris 1962 28-33
C. byssoides Arnott ex Harv. in Hook. Harris 1962 28-313
" " Present Study c.30
C. corymbosum (Sm.) Lyngb. Hassinger- 30 60
Huizinga 1952
" " Harris 1962 28-33
C. hookeri (Dillw.) S.F. Gray Harris 1962 28-33
C. roseum (Roth) Lyngb. Harris 1962 39
c. tetragonum (With) S.F. Gray Harris 1962 28-33
C. tetricum (Dillw.) S.F. Gray Harris 1962 90-100*
* Reported as unconfirmed diploid counts
Table 3. Chromosome numbers for some species of Antithamnion and
Antithamnionella
Species Reference 1N 2 N
Antithamnion cruciatum (C. Ag.) Naeg. Whittick & Hooper 1976 85-110*
" " Present Study c.24
Antithamnion heterocladum Funk Athanasiadis 1983 46+4 86+8
Antithamnion plumula (Ellis) Thur.
in LeJol. Magne 1964 23 46
Antithamnion tenuissimum (Hauck)
Schiffner Rueness & Rueness 1973 c.32 c.64
Antithamnionella sarniensis Lyle Magne 1986 c.34 c.60
Antithamnionella spirographidis
(Schiffner) Wollaston
(as Antithamnion spirographidis
Schiffner) Rao 1959 32-34

* Reported as unconfirmed diploid counts
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Naeg. (Whittick and Hooper, 1977). All published reports agree
that in these genera, chromosomes are minute, dot-like, ranging
from about 0.3 - 1.5 wum in length. In contrast, our

observations on Callithamnion byssoides Arnott ex Harv. in Hook.
(Figure 10) and Antithamnion cruciatum (Figure 11) from coastal
North Carolina indicate that for both species, 1late prophase
chromosomes are heteromorphic, resulting in an asymmetric
karyotype with a combination of spherical and distinctly rod-
shaped chromosomes. We speculate that such karyotypes are
highly evolved and could have resulted from karyological
phenomena such as reciprocal translocations.

In the present study, approximately 30 bivalents were
observed in late prophase and diakinesis in tetraspore mother
cells of C. Dbyssoides (Figures 12-15). These results are
consistent with previously published reports which give a
haploid number of N = 30 for most species (Table 2). The report
by Harris (1962) of N = 90-100 for C. tetricum (Dillw.) S.F.
Gray undoubtedly represents a triploid “complement.

Approx1mately 24 Dbivalents were observed in late prophase
and diakinesis in Antithamnion cruciatum tetraspore mother cells
(Figures 16 and 17). These results are in agreement with
previously published investigations which indicate a basic
chromosome number of N = c.24 in Antithamnion species (Magne,
1964), with N = 46 reported in A. heterocladum (Athanasiadis,
1983) representing a diploid derivative.

Antithamnioid algae have recently undergone extensive
taxonomic revision with the result that several genera,
including Antithamnionella, have been segregated from
Antithamnion (Wollaston, 1971, 1972; Abbott, 1979). Data from
cytogenetic investigations appear to confirm the genetic
distinctness of these two groups as Antithamnionella species
having a different basic chromosome number of N = c.32 (Table
3), with higher numbers reported for A. cruciatum (Whittick and

Hooper, 1976) and A. heterocladum (Athanasiadis, 1983)
representing polyploid derivatives. Consequently, the
chromosome complement of N = 32 reported for A. tenuissimum

(Rueness and Rueness, 1973) appears anomalous, suggesting that
transfer of this species to Antithamnionella should be given
serious consideration.

CONCLUSION

In summary, cytogenetic investigations indicate that both
aneup101dy and polyploidy have accompanied speciation processes
in the red algal orders Rhodymeniales and Ceramiales. In
addition, patterns of karyotype asymmetry strongly suggest that
transformation processes common in higher plants such as centric
fission and fusion, reciprocal translocations, and pericentric
inversions have occurred in these red algae.
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CALUITHAMNION BYSSOIDES
N =¢c30
Figure 10. Typical karyotypes representing average late

prophase preparations - Callithamnion byssoides

Figure 11. Typical karyotypes representing average late
prophase preparations - Antithamnion cruciatum
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Figures 12-15.

Figures 16-17.

Tetraspore mother cell meiotic chromosomes in

Callithamnion byssoides, (12) Side view of
equatorial aggregation at metaphase, (13)
Metaphase, (14-15) Late prophase showing
combination of dot-1like and rod shaped
chromosomes.

Tetraspore mother cell meiotic chromosomes in
metaphase nuclei of Antithamnion cruciatum.
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THE USE OF AGRICULTURAL SLASH WASTE TO SUPPORT THE
GROWTH OF MARINE NITROGEN FIXING MICROORGANISMS:
POTENTIAL APPLICATIONS IN AQUACULTURE

Brad M. Bebout and Hans W. Paerl
Institute of Marine Sciences
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
Morehead City, North Carolina 28557

ABSTRACT

The addition of an agricultural waste product, small
particles of corn slash, to seawater resulted in stimulation of
nitrogen fixation (nitrogenase activity) by the naturally-
occurring microbial community. Specific concentrations of corn
particles appeared to be most effective in eliciting this
response. The microbial community in the seawater was able to
respond very gquickly to the addition of corn; maximum rates of
nitrogenase activity were often reached within six days and
considerable activity was present within 48 hours. Agitation of
the corn-seawater mixture had a negative effect on the magnitude
of nitrogenase activity observed. The addition of corn slash
lowered dissolved oxygen concentrations in the seawater
markedly, often resulting in anoxic conditions even in
containers open to the atmosphere. Oxygen microelectrode
profiles near the corn particles revealed strong gradients in
oxygen concentration, with oxygen concentrations much lower than
ambient at the particle surface. Application of tetrazolium
salt (TTC = 2,3,5-Triphenyl 3-tetrazolium chloride) confirmed
the presence of reduced microzones on, and within the particles.
The proposed application of corn slash as a means of generating
nitrogen-enriched seawater for the mass culture of algae and
nitrogen-enriched corn particles as a food source for
aquaculture is discussed.

INTRODUCTION

Primary production, and resultant marine fertility, is
frequently limited by the availability of Dbiologically
utilizable nitrogen (Dugdale, 1967). It follows that organisms
which are able to make use of nitrogen in any chemical form
would have a competitive advantage in such systems. One
microbial strategy to-alleviate nitrogen limitation is nitrogen
(N2) fixation, in which atmospheric nitrogen, abundant in
seawater, is "fixed", at the expense of an energy source by the
enzyme nitrogenase into the biologically wutilizable from
ammonia. Certain marine eubacteria and cyanobactgeria present
in seawater are known to have this ability (Jensen, 1981;
Guerinot and Colwell, 1985), vyet rates of nitrogen fixation
measured in seawater are usually very 1low or undetectable.
Various explanations for this apparent paradox have been
proposed, including oxygen inhibition of the enzyme nitrogenase
(Paerl and Prufert, 1987), molybdenum limitation (Howarth and
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Cole, 1985), and organic matter availability (Paerl et al.,
1987). It appears from the 1latter that there are relatively
large populations of nitrogen fixing microorganisms present in
seawater which can be readily (within 24 h) stimulated with the
addition of a 1limiting nutrient or through the creation of
environmental conditions favorable for the process to proceed.

The addition of plant material, such as that found in
naturally occurring detritus, has been found to result in
greatly enhanced rates of nitrogen fixation 1in the coastal
waters of North Carolina (Paerl et al., 1987). 1In an analogous
fashion, straw has been used in some terrestrial agricultural
systems to increase nitrogen fixation by naturally-occurring
soil microorganisms (Jensen and Swaby, 1941; Halsall and
Goodchild, 1986). The present work is an attempt to determine
the feasibility of using a local, readily available agricultural
waste product having a high carbon/nitrogen (C/N) ratio to
enhance nitrogen fixation in seawater. Ideally, this waste
product should provide a readily-utilizable organic carbon, and
hence energy source, for supporting heterotraphic (and possibly
autotrophic) N fixation. Post-harvest corn slash (leaves and
stalks) satisfies both requirements. Here, we intend to examine
the possibility of inducing naturally occurring populations of
nitrogen fixing microorganisms in seawater to enrich corn slash
waste with biologically available nitrogen. Potential
applications for this material include its wuse as a fertilizer
for the mass culture of algae and cyanobacteria and as an
"internally produced" food material (protein, carbohydrate) for
aquaculture.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

A series of experiments were performed in which nitrogen
fixation, as determined by a modified acetylene reduction method
(Stewart et al., 1967; Paerl and Kellar, 1978), was measured in
seawater to which corn slash had been added. These experiments
were initially conducted in the laboratory and later scaled up
to larger containers which were incubated outdoors.

Laboratory experiments were conducted as follows: Stalks
and leaves of corn grown locally without the use of pesticides
were collected in the post-senescence state (standing-dead).
Some of the corn material was mulched at the field using a
garden shredder-mulcher, and some was transported back to the
laboratory whole and later shredded with hand tools. The corn
slash was then air dried and/or freeze dried and stored in a
freezer until use. Prior to experiments, the slash was further
fragmented using either a Wiley mill (%20 mesh) or an electric
household coffee/spice mill having a stainless steel rotating
blade. Final particle sizes ranged from <0.1 mm to >1.0 cm in
length. Varying amounts (0.05-2.0 g, depending on the
individual experiments) of corn slash were then placed in Pyrex
or polycarbonate 125 ml flasks. The flasks and corn were then
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sterilized by autoclaving and allowed to cool. Subsequently, 60
ml of freshly collected seawater was added to each flask. The
flasks were then stoppered with foam rubber stoppers which
permitted gas exchange between the aqueous phase and the
atmosphere. The flasks were incubated for varying lengths of
time (5-12 days, again depending on the experiment) in darkness
at 25°cC. At 1-3 day intervals the incubation flasks were
assayed for acetylene reduction (nitrogenase activity) as
follows: Flasks were swirled to obtain a homogeneous
distribution of corn particles and seawater. A 10 ml sample was
withdrawn asceptically from each incubation flask with a sterile
large bore pipette and placed into a 25 ml Erlenmeyer flask.
The 25 ml flasks were then stoppered with rubber serum stoppers,
resulting in a 10 ml acetylene phase and a 20 ml vapor phase in
each flask. Purified acetylene (6 ml) was injected into the
aqueous phase of inverted flasks using a 10 ml syringe having a
25 ga. needle. After a 3 h incubation with acetylene, the
flasks were shaken vigorously for 10 s to release ethylene and a
0.3 ml sample of the vapor phase was taken with a 1 ml syringe

having a 25 ga. needle for gas chromatography. Samples were
analyzed using a Shimadzu GC-9A gas chromatograph (FID) having a
2 m Poropak-T column held at 80°C. The gas chromatograph was

coupled with a Shimadzu Chromatopac C-R3A integrator. Ultra
high purity nitrogen served as the carrier gas.

Outdoor incubations were conducted in a similar fashion.
containers constructed of both PVC and polycarbonate were used
to incubate 3 1 quantities of corn-amended seawater. The
containers were- floated in a large seawater pond to maintain in
situ temperatures. containers both open and closed to the
atmosphere have been used for these experiments. All outdoor
incubations were assayed for acetylene reduction activity as
described previously for the laboratory experiments.

Dissolved oxygen concentrations in outdoor incubation
containers were measured in some of the experiments using a YSI
dissolved oxygen meter (model 54) having a model 5750 BOD probe.
In addition, we examined gradients in dissolved oxygen
concentrations near the surface of corn particles using oxygen
microelectrodes. The construction and use of these
microelectrodes has been described elsewhere (Revsbech and
Jorgensen, 1986). We used a glass cathode type electrode with a
sensing tip about 8 um across. Polarization voltage was
supplied by, and electrode output was recorded with, a chemical
microsensor (Diamond Electrotech model 1021). The electrode was
calibrated wusing air and nitrogen-bubbled seawater standards.
Corn particles used for oxygen microelectrode profiles were
supported on a grid constructed of Nitex screen in well
oxygenated seawater (see Paerl and Prufert, 1987). The
microelectrode was positioned using a micromanipulator and
oxygen measurements were taken at 100 um intervals.
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The tetrazolium salt 2,3,5-Triphenyl 3-tetrazolium chloride
(TTC), which requires highly reduced conditions (-0.4 V) for
reduction, was applied to corn particles to help visualize the
distribution of redox conditions within the particles.
Tetrazolium salts are soluble in their oxidized form and are
deposited as colored (red in the case of TTC) formazan crystals
under reduced conditions. Localized oxygen consumption
associated with the microbial oxidation of organic matter could
thus be examined in parallel with N, fixation potentials
associated with particles.

RESULTS

Corn slash particles were effective in stimulating
nitrogenase activity in seawater at every concentration tested

(Figure 1). The nitrogenase activity of seawater alone during
the same incubation period was not detectable, being no greater
than heat-killed seawater (abiotic controls). Some

concentrations of corn particles appeared more effective in
developing and stimulating nitrogenase activity than others.
The period of time necessary for development and stimulation of
nitrogenase activity varied from 1-7 days. Distinct peaks and
declines in activity were observed during the incubation period.

Physical disturbance of incubation flasks had a pronounced
negative . effect on measured rates of nitrogenase activity
(Figure 2). Flasks subjected to even gentle agitation (a
laboratory orbital shaker at < 50 rpm) had much lower rates of
acetylene reduction than undisturbed flasks.

The addition of corn slash to seawater (1.67 g'l'l) had a
dramatic effect on the dissolved oxygen content of the seawater
(Figure 3). Anoxic conditions resulted, even in flasks open to
the atmosphere, within 24 h of addition of corn particles.
These anoxic conditions were maintained thorughout incubation
periods lasting up to 14 days.

Ooxygen microelectrode profiles near corn particles
suspended in oxygenated seawater revealed marked consumption of
oxygen by these particles (Figure 4). Oxygen tensions at the
surfaces of the particles were much lower than ambient oxygen
levels soon after being placed into oxygenated seawater.

The presence of these oxygen poor regions was confirmed
with the application of TTC (Figure 5). Highly reduced regions
were visible within, and on the particles.

DISCUSSION

There are a number of possible mechanisms which could be
responsible for the observed stimulation of nitrogenase activity
in seawater receiving corn slash. The corn slash almost
certainly released organic carbon compounds into the seawater
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Figure 5.

Photomicrographs of corn particles to which the
tetrazolium salt TTC has been added. Figure 5a

shows the
incubation
appearance
incubation
is absent

appearance of a particle prior to
in seawater and Figure 5b shows the
of a particle after a several day
period. Localized regions where oxygen
(reduced microzones) appear darker. The

corn particles are ca. 0.5 mm long.
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which would be available to support microbial heterotrophic
metabolism and nitrogen fixation. There 1is evidence from a
number of natural systems, including coastal North Carolina
waters, that organic carbon availability controls the
development and proliferation of nitrogen fixation (Jensen,
1981; Paerl et al., 1987). 1In addition to acting as an energy
(reductant) source, corn particles serve as a substrate to which
nitrogen fixing microorganisms may attach. The addition of
inorganic and organic particulate matter has been shown to
stimulate rates of nitrogenase activity in seawater (Paerl et

al., 1987). These authors found locally depleted oxygen
concentrations near the particle surfaces, similar to those
found near corn particles. These oxygen poor microzones offer

some protection to the oxygen sensitive enzyme nitrogenase,
which 1is essential for catalyzing N, fixation among resident
microorganisms. When enough organic matter is present, as in
the case of corn-amended seawater, high rates of respiration may
lower oxygen tension throughout the incubation container,
conferring protection from atmospheric oxygen concentrations to
planktonic microorganisms as well as those attached to the
particle surfaces.

SUMMARY

It 1is 1likely, whatever the mechanism for the observed
stimulation of nitrogenase activity may be, that the input of
"new" (fixed) nitrogen into the corn-seawater system is
substantial. It seems possible that this new nitrogen (as
protein in microbial biomass) may be harvested for commercial
applications at a relatively low cost. High rates of bacterial
growth and anoxic conditions in seawater amended with corn
result in high levels of ammonium which could be wused as an
(internally-generated) fertilizer for mass culture of algae and
cyanobacteria (blue green algae). Another possibility is that
the corn particles, enriched with nitrogen due to associated
microbial growth and attachment, could be used as a food source
for aquaculture. We are presently engaged in research designed
to examine the feasibility of such applications. Some of the
more important questions currently being addressed include:

1) Can seawater enriched with microbially produced nitrogenous
compounds be used as an inexpensive source of fertilizer for
mass culture of algae and cyanobacteria?

2) 1Is nitrogen enrichment of corn particles significant enough
to constitute a protein source?

3) Can corn particles enriched with microbial biomass be used
as a chief or supplementary food source for commercially
important aguaculture organisms?



85

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This work was supported by the North Carolina Biotechnology
Center (project 86-G-01013) and the National Science Foundation
(grants OCE 8500740 and BSR 8614951).

LITERATURE CITED

Dugdale, R.C. 1967. Nutrient limitation in the sea: Dynamics,
identification and significance. Limnol. Oceanogr. 12:
685-695.

Guerinot, M.L. and R.R. Colwell. 1985. Enumeration, isolation,
and characterization of Njp-fixing bacteria from seawater.
Appl. Environ. Microb. 50: 350-355.

Halsall, D.M. and D.J. Goodchild. 1986. Nitrogen fixation

associated with development and localization of mixed
populations of cellulomanas sp. and Azospirillum brasilense
grown on cellulose or wheat straw. Appl. Environ. Microb.
51: 849-854.

Howarth, R.W. and J.J. Cole. 1985. Molybdenum availability,
nitrogen limitation, and phytoplankton growth in natural
waters. Science 229: 653-655.

Jensen, H.L. and R.L. Swaby. 1941. Nitrogen fixation and
cellulose decomposition by soil microorganisms. II. The
association between Azotobacter and facultative-aerobic
cellulose-decomposers. Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. W. 66: 89-

106.
Jensen, V. 1981. Heterotrophic microorganisms. In: W.J.
Broughton [ed] Nitrogen fixation. Volume 1I: Ecology.

Clarendon Press, Oxford.

Paerl, H.W. and P.E. Kellar. 1978. Significance of bacterial-
Anabaena (Cyanophyceae) associations with respect to Np-
fixation in freshwater. J.Phycol. 14: 254-260.

Paerl, H.W. and L.E. Prufert. 1987. Oxygen-poor microzoness as
potential sites of microbial Np; fixation in nitrogen-
depleted aerobic marine waters. Appl. Enviorn. Microbiol.
53: 1078-1087.

Paerl, H.W., K.M. Crocker and L.E. Prufert. 1987. Limitation
of N, fixation in coastal marine waters: Relative
importance of molybdenum, iron, phosphorus, and organic
matter availability. Limnol. Oceanogr. 32: 525-536.

Revsbech, N.P. and B.B. Jorgensen. 1986. Microelectrodes:
their use in microbial ecology. Adv. Microb. Ecol. 9:
293-352.

Stewart, W.D.P., G.P. Fitzgerald and R.H. Burris. 1967. 1In

situ studies on N, fixation using the acetylene reduction
technique. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 58: 2071-2078.






PART II. STUDIES ON NORTH CAROLINA CONTINENTAL MARGIN

Chapter 4. Continental Shelf - Slope Dynamics

Chairperson - Dr. Larry Atkinson






NOAA-NURP Rep. 89-2, 1989 89

THE GULF STREAM AND WIND EVENTS ON THE CAROLINA CAPES SHELF

Leonard J. Pietrafesa
Marine, Earth and Atmospheric Sciences
North Carolina State University
Raleigh, North Carolina 27695-8208

ABSTRACT

The subdiurnal frequency motions and thermohaline
distributions on the Carolina Capes continental shelf are
controlled by navifacial momentum and buoyancy flux exchanges
and offshore Gulf Stream frontal events. Atmospheric forcing
dominates current fluctuations and thermohaline variability in
inner to midshelf waters in which gulf Stream frontal meanders
and filaments become increasingly more important from middle to
outer continental shelf waters. Gulf Stream frontal events are
created as a result of the interaction of the Gulf Stream and
the Charleston bump, a topographic feature at 32°N, 79°W, and
propagate north into North Carolina waters. The alongshore
component of the wind provides the principal forcing of inner to
mid-shelf waters. Wind effects are manifested directly and
mechanically via Ekman dynamics, but also occur indirectly
through the setup of coastal pressure gradients. The mid to
inner shelf current field consists of a wind driven surface
component and slope currents which extend throughout the water
column and are geostrophically coupled to both surface and mass
field slopes. The bottom boundary layer consists of geostrophic
and bottom stress induced current components. Water masses are
derived principally from the Gulf Stream via frontal event
processes, which not only advect warm, saline surface layer
stream waters onto and along the mid to outer shelf, but also
create an upwelling ridge along the outer shelf, during the
passage, within which offshore waters are advected up and onto
the shelf. Georgian shelf waters are advected into the CC region
during periods of persistent southwesterly winds while Virginian
coastal waters cross Diamond and even Lookout shoals, from the
north, during periods of persistent northerly winds. In the
offshore direction the thermohaline structure 1is essentially
formed by the Gulf Stream front. Finally, the Red Tide, a
dinoflagelate, can be carried from Florida coastal waters by the
Gulf Stream to North Carolina where the presence of warm frontal
filaments may allow the plant to be carried into shelf outer
waters. Thereafter the plants can be carried towards the coast
by wind induced currents.

INTRODUCTION

The coupled influence of the marine atmosphere and of the
western boundary current, the Gulf Stream, are considerable in
terms of the physical, chemical and biological aspects of the
oceanography of the Carolina Capes, the region between Cape
Romain, S.C., and Cape Hatteras, N.C., (cf. Figure 1). It 1is of
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use to present the setting and briefly review some of our
understanding of the Gulf Stream influence, which provides the
offshore boundary, and then to proceed with a presentation of
concepts and data which serve to lend insights into the dynamics
and effects of Gulf Stream frontal, wind and buoyancy flux
events on the outer shelf of the Carolina Capes including: Capes
Romain, Fear, Lookout and Hatteras.
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Figure 1. Mooring (large black dot), meteorological buoy,

sea 1level station, and meteorological station
locations, the data from which was available for
this study. :

The bathymetry of the shelf from Cape Romain to Cape
Hatteras includes three shoals extending to the shelf break,
forming a series of cuspate shaped semi-enclosed bays, as shown
in Figure 1. The shelf width, which is approximately 100 km off
Charleston and 120 km at Onslow Bay, narrows to 30 km off
Hatteras. Water depth at the shelf break varies from 50 to 75 m.
A more complete description of the geographic setting of the
entire SAB can be found in a document entitled "Oceanography of
the Southeastern U.S. Continental Shelf" (AGU, 1985).
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Very High Resolution Radiometer (VHRR) satellite imagery
suggests that south of 32°N the GSF follows the 100 m isobath
and onshore-offshore displacements of the GSF seldom exceed 25
km. At 32°N, 79°W, a topographic feature on the upper slope,
known as the "Charleston bump", causes the Gulf Stream to
deflect to the east causing a quasi-permanent excursion of the
GSF in the near downstream vicinity of this point (cf. Figure
2). This feature was first noted by U.S. Navy Commander J.R.
Bartlett in 1880 as he conducted a series of "soundings and
hauls of the trawl" from the Florida Straits to Cape Fear aboard
the U.S. Streamer Blake. Commander Bartlett (1883) dutifully
noted the offshore departure of the axis of the Gulf Stream from
the 100 m due east of Savannah in what may be the first recorded
reference to this feature. More recently, Pratt (1963),
Pashinski and Maul (1973), Legeckis (1979), Pietrafesa (1977),
Pietrafesa, Blanton and Atkinson (1978), and Brooks and Bane
(1978) have presented testimony derived variously from VHRR,
satellite altimeter and ocean station data, which provided
further corroboration to Bartlett's contention. Pietrafesa, et
al. (1978) estimated that the GSF was deflected 60-100 km
offshore of the shelf break 70% of the time.

34°N }-

32°N |

@ Fresh water input

=F Z3 Sering/Summar ]
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® Long Term mooring

Cape .
Conoveralj.

28°N 1

3 : L 1 1
sI°w T9°W TT°W
Figure 2. Conceptual shematic of continental margin

transport features related to the Charleston
Trough. (See text for details).
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According to Rooney, Janowitz and Pietrafesa (1978) and
Chao and Janowitz (1979), the interaction of the Gulf Stream
with the topographic irregularity, the bump, would affect the
generation of a quasi-stationary Topographic Rossby Wave with
wavelength the order of one to three hundred kilometers. In the
lee, i.e. to the north and west of the point of deflection, the
trough of the wave would exist. The easterly half of the trough
is defined by the Gulf Stream front as observed in VHRR
satellite imagery, but the western part of the trough is not
easily discerned by IR techniques. We are aided here by current
meter data and satellite altimeter data.

Monthly averaged currents on the outer shelf at the forty m
isobath offshore of Cape Romain (east of Charleston, S.C.)
display a net southerly motion except during the spring when an
easterly motion is suggested (Figure 3). Additionally, a sea
surface topography map (Figure 4) constructed from Seasat
satellite altimeter data suggested that the trough is a large
blow 1like depression about which there might be a cyclonic
circulation. The circulation resulting from such a cyclonic
cell, not necessarily closed, could entrain low salinity water
from off the shelf and there could also be persistent upwelling
within the trough itself as first suggested by Pietrafesa
(1979). Hydrographic observations (Figure 5) support this
notion.

Imagery from NOAA's Coastal Zone Color Scanner (CZCS image
compliments of C. McClain, NASA Goddard) shows a large pool of
high chlorophyll-a situated near the shelf break at 33°N (Figure
6). Pietrafesa (1983) hypothesized that such pools could form
in the trough of the TRW to the north of 32° as a consequence of
the sudden turning of the Gulf Stream eastward at 32° and return
of the Gulf Stream to the shelf break at 33.5°N Pietrafesa
(1987) finds relatively high concentrations of organic carbon
and nitrogen in the surface sediments on the north-northwest tip
of the Charleston bump. This find is clearly suggestive of a
mesoscale, isolated, persistent upwelling process.

The aforementioned pioneering works of Rooney, Janowitz and
Pietrafesa (1978) and Chao and Janowitz (1979) established the
theoretical bases for 1long wave generation at the "bump" and
provide speculation that the 1lee waves generated are the
"meanders" discussed by Webster (196l1a,b) (Figure 7a). It is of
note here that Hansen (1970) tracked the position of the GSF off
North Carolina for a year and determined that these meanders
left a signature of a wave pattern.

Other features frequently observed along the GSF are warm-

core folded back filaments or "shingles" (Von Arx, Bumpus and
Richardson, 1955). These shingles are manifested as warm,
southward oriented tongue-like extrusions of GSF surface waters
onto the shelf (cf. Figures 7a,b). While these features have

been described from VHRR imagery by DeRycke and Rao (1973),



Figure 3.

Figure 4.
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Monthly averaged currents at 40 meter isobath
mooring location off Charleston; Nov. 1977 - Oct.
1978. Indicated 1is the net southerly flow
dominated by Charleston Trough dynamics at the
"Long Term Mooring" shown in Figure 2.
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Sea surface map constructed from Seasat Satellite
altimeter data: which indicates the deflection of
Gulf Stream at 32N, 79W by Charleston "Bump", and
a bowl shaped depression 1in center of Charleston
Trough.
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Figure 6. CzZCS image showing high chlorophyl concentrations
found in Charleston '"Trough". (From C. McClain,
NASA Goddard).

Figure 7. (a) Sea surface temperature as observed by
satellite VHRR sensor, December 21, 1977. (b) EOFA
chart for December 22, 1976.
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Stumpf and Rao (1975), Legeckis (1975, 1979) and Vukovich, et
al. (1979), they were known to nineteenth century scientists
(Abbe, 1895) as "back set eddies" and were deemed responsible
for the shape of the cuspate capes of the Carolina coastline.
Studies by Lee (1975), Lee and Mayer (1977), and Duing, Mooers
and Lee (1977) offered in-situ current meter observations made
on the eastern Florida Shelf as evidence to the frequency and
persistence of these shingles, which were called "cyclonic cold
cores eddies", because these authors identified the appearance
of these events as a cyclonic rotation of current vectors
accompanied by a drop in temperature. However, it was shown by
Pietrafesa and Janowitz (1979) that these so called "eddies" can
appear to rotate either cyclonically or anti-cyclonically in an
Eulerian representation relative to the location of a current
meter within the Lagrangian event and consequently, looking for
a single sense of rotation, can 1lead to an underestimate of
frequency of events as well as a misunderstanding of the
Lagrangian makeup of the event itself.

There have been a number of theoretical attempts to explain
the nature of the GSF meandering and filament (shingle, cold
core eddy) formation. Of note are the following: Orlanski
(1969) considered the effects of bottom topography in inducing
growing wavelike instabilities of baroclinic jets, such as the
Gulf Stream; Niiler and Mysak (1971) investigated subinertial
waves in a barotropic, horizontally sheared jet over variable
topography; deSzoeke (1975) investigated the interaction between
a topographically trapped baroclinic wave and a thermal
baroclinic wave; Saltzman and Tang (1975) described the
consequences of baroclinic instabilities in a two 1layer jet;
Rooney, Janowitz and Pietrafesa (1978) and Chao and Janowitz
(1979) separately considered the generation of 1long waves as a
left-bounded jet passed over a topographic rise, and finally,
Brooks and Mooers (1977), Grimshaw (1977), McKee (1977) and
Helbig (1980), all studied different aspects of the character of
continental shelf waves in the presence of variously sheared
jets. Sun (1982) added a moving bottom layer to Orlanski's
model while Luther and Bane 1985 reconsidered Orlanski's model
on an 1inverse eigenvalue problem. It is clear that the problem
of modeling the stability characteristics of a baroclinic, time-
dependent sheared jet flowing over variable topography in both
the downstream and cross-stream directions and modified from the
surface by varying atmospheric sources 1is not an easily
formulated, let along mathematically tractable problem.

Blanton and Pietrafesa (1978) concluded that filament
features provide a mechanism for rapid shelf water mass exchange
in Onslow Bay, N.C. This flushing frequency 1is thought to be
directly related to the frequency with which meanders and
filament events occur. Pietrafesa (1977) indicates that the
frequencies of the events themselves are between 0.08 and 0.4
cycles per day (cpd) on the North Carolina shelf, but the
frequency of occurrence of these events is not known because
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VHRR imagery cannot provide definitive detection of the features
given the shielding of cloud cover. However, Pietrafesa (1978)
was able to detect 70 filament and large amplitude meander
events in the CC region during the 24 month period, May, 1976-
April, 1978. This estimate was derived from a culling of weekly
Environmental Ocean Frontal Analysis Gulf Stream maps (produced
by Mr. R. Pershall of the Naval Oceanographic Office) and from
actual images obtained from the Environmental Space Service. It
indicates that at a minimum, one well defined frontal event is
evident in the CC region every 10.4 days. From the many data
sets collected the past decade, it 1is obvious that large
amplitude current fluctuations with periods ranging from several
days to several weeks are common features on the continental
shelf off North Carolina. These data indicate that cycles in
diabathic flow rarely are correlated with local wind events
which occur more or less simultaneously at Cape Hatteras and
Wilmington at either end of the CC region (Weisberg and
Pietrafesa, 1983). Perturbations in the GSF represent a
mechanism that causes those mid-shelf flow cycles that seem
poorly or only weakly correlated with local winds. These cycles
also represent processes that either flood water into, or
alternatively, flush water from the embayment. They may also
pump the shelf with an essential fraction of the nutrients and
larvae necessary to maintain the productivity of the shelf.
This conclusion was in fact reached by Hofmann, Pietrafesa and
Atkinson (1981) and Atkinson, Pietrafesa and Hofmann (1982), for
the North Carolina shelf. These events may also be the supply
agents of the "red tide".

In this manuscript, the importance and characterization of
Gulf Stream spawned frontal events and marine atmosphere effects
on the shelf will be assessed using current and temperature data
collected in the Carolina Capes.

Data Sets

Studies supported by the U.S. Dept. of Energy (DOE) and the
U.S. Dept. of the Interior (DOI) have produced a dramatic
increase in the amount of physical oceanographic data available
for the area. A composite of the moorings deployed 1in the area
between 1975 and 1979, the years encompassing data referred to
in the text, is presented in Figure 1, with mooring designations
noted for later reference. Each DOE mooring was nominally
equipped with 2 Aanderaa RCM-4s, one positioned 17 m below the
surface and one 3 m above the bottom as shown in Figure 8.

Routine processing of the data includes the production of
40-hour low pass (40 HLP) filtered time series, which represent
the smoothed original data retaining the "low-frequency"
(subtidal) time series. All velocity vectors are rotated into a
"normal" coordinate system where the off diagonal element of the
Reynolds' stress 1is zero (Fofonoff, 1969). In the text, the
alongshore (or parabathic) component 1is positive 55° east of
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Figure 8. Mooring Configuration.

north and the offshore 1longshore (or diabathic) component is
positive offshore, or 146° east of north. The alongshore
component of the rotated vectors tends to be aligned with the
local isobath orientation and is positive toward the northeast.
The cross-shelf component (u) is positive offshore toward the
southeast. Coastal meteorological and sea level data, collected
at Charleston, Wilmington, Beaufort and Cape Hatteras (cf.
Figure 1) are treated in a manner consistent with the current
meter data. Coastal meteorological data were obtained from the
National Climatic Center in Asheville, N.C., and coastal sea
level data were supplied by the National Ocean Survey in
Rockville, Md4.

Observations of Wind Driven Currents and Gulf Stream Frontal
Events

Ccurrent meter data collected on the Carolina Capes shelf
reveal the variability of the shelf. In the frequency domain,
it is clear from the kinetic energy density spectra (KEDS) of
representative currents at the shelf break (HTOP), mid-shelf
(ETOP) and inner-shelf (OTOP) (refer to Figure 1 for instrument
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locations and Figure 9 for KEDS) that 2 to 13 day period
stochastic processes dominate the sub-inertial frequency end of
the spectrum throughout the water column. The only
deterministic features evident are the semi-diurnal and diurnal
tidal constituents.
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Figure 9. Kinetic energy density spectra for u and Vv

components for (a) HTOP, summer 1977, (b) ETOP,
summer 1977, (c¢) P TOP, summer 1977 and (d) O BOT,
summer 1978.

A closer examination of the sub-inertial end of the KEDS
reveals that both cross-shelf and alongshore current variances
contain broad (+2 days) spectral peaks centered about 4, 8, 12
and 16 day periods at sites H and E. The low frequency drop-off
in the alongshore current spectra contrast rather sharply with
the monotonic rise 1in the cross-shelf spectra, suggestive of
either the absence of lower frequency external forcing or a
limitation in the low frequency response of mid to outer shelf

alongshore currents to external forcing. This is not the case
for site P. where there is 'a prominent, monotonic rise at the
low frequency end of both the u and v spectra. Thus, inner

shelf alongshore currents are not response limited to external
forcing of periods between one and three months as are
outershelf alongshore currents. The prominent peaks in both the
u, v KEDS at these inner shelf sites (only site O is shown) are
centered at 3, 5 and 12 days.

Presumably, one could accept these spectral peaks in the
current component variance as conclusive indicators of the
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importance of two day to two week events in the dynamics budget
of the outer shelf, but is useful to consider an alternative way
of showing these data. One could take another view of the
current fluctuations by considering their kinetic energy
distributions as shown in Figure 10. These diagrams depictment
the velocity fluctuations in terms of spectral density functions
that have been integrated over the frequency variable and then
normalized relative to their individual total variance. The
result is a partition of the fluctuation kinetic energy, in
terms of percent of normalized variance, into the dominant modes
of flow. These partitions are quantified in Table 1. Table 1
also includes energy fractions of additional current sites and
seasons to establish a more representative feel for the nature
of current variability on the Carolina Capes shelf.
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Figure 10. Energy Fraction diagrams for moorings (a) H TOP,

summer 1977, (b) E TOP, summer 1977 and (c) P TOP,
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Table 1. Velocity variances in total and in percent of total by
location (Figure 1) and season (s = summer, w = winter) as a
function frequency bands for motions with periods: equal to
12.42 hours; within the semi-diurnal tidal to inertial range;
and greater than inertial.

Site Level Component Season cmz/sec2 $M2 %£(M2+1IP) $<IP
E,O0%*, (K) Top 76S 1821.5
Total 77s 1871.1 2% 21.5* 76.5*
TTW* 235.9* 4* 45.5%* 50.5%*
(77s) (1119.5) (3.5) (9) (87.5)
E,O* Bot Total 77s 415.8 8.3 24.7 67
TTW* 225.3* 4.5% 45* 50.5*
78S* 109.2* 4* 58.5* 37.5*%
C,p* Top Total 77s 2348.2 2 12 86
. TTW* 511.3*% 3x 33* 59*
78S8* 359.9* 3.5* 60% 35%
P, *(R} Bot Total (778) (197.5) (5.5) (4) {90.5)
TIW* 275.2* 5% 38.5* 56.5*
785* 83.8* 3.5* 52.5*% 44>
1 Top Total 77s 1609%.9 2.5 6 91.5
T7W 1149.4 6 10.5 83.5
78s 1255.3 3.5 8 91.5
131 Bot Total 77s 442.4 17.5 19.5 63
TIW 606.3 8 7 85
778s 292.6 17 17.5 65.5
J Top Total 77s 3087.1 1.5 5.5 93
T7W
78S 2048 5.5 7.5 87
J Bot Total 77s 453.7 15.5 12 72.5
. 77w

78s 425.5 16 12.5 71.5
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From Figure 14 several conclusions can be drawn: the random
forcing of the atmosphere and Gulf Stream dominate the mid to
outer shelf, and at specific mid to outer shelf mooring
locations, both the total variance and the partition of
fluctuation kinetic energy (in terms of percent of total) of
subinertial frequency motions are relatively constant from
season to season and year to year (egs: ETOP-S76, S77; HTOP-S77,
W77, S78). There 1is in general, a decrease in low frequency
variance from top to bottom at a particular site and the upper
current elements decrease slightly in the winter, while those
near bottom increase in the winter, relative to summer values.
Also, values at shelf-break sites H and J are higher in Summer

1977 than during other summer periods. The 1977 summer was a
period of persistent and dramatic Gulf Stream frontal events
(Pietrafesa and Janowitz, 1980). Finally, there is a half

decade decrease in the level of low frequency variance at mid to
inner shelf sites (0, L, P, A, B) as compared to mid to outer
shelf sites (C, D, E, F, H, M, I, J, K). The four near coastal
sites are 1located at the 29 and 33 m isobaths, while the deeper
sites are in 40, 45 and 75 m of water. If one assumes that the
atmospheric contribution to upper water column current
variability is relatively constant across the shelf, then the
other source of current forcing, the Gulf Stream, must comprise
the other fraction of the total variance observed at mid and
outer shelf sites and not observed at inner shelf sites. We
first consider several prototypical Gulf stream Frontal events.

Since these frontal features dominate the outer shelf
physics, several of these events can be considered using actual
current meter data. As can be clearly seen in the Heat Capacity
Mapping Mission (HCMM) infrared image (Figure 11), the wavetrain
was well manifested on 27 March 1979. This was also true in the
TIROS-N VHRR image and for 27 March shown in Figure 12. (The
HCMM data was obtained from Mr. R. Crissman of the Research
Triangle Institute.) The meanders are displayed quite clearly
in the velocity vector time series shown in Figure 13 from upper
water column instruments at sites H and J. The two wave
"crests" (Pietrafesa and Janowitz, 1980) noted in the HCMM and
TIROS-N thermal images are clearly evident in the in situ data.

The two waves (meanders), which are shown in Figures 11 and
12, and the leading edge of their crests strike the upper
instrument at mooring H at:

.0000 hours, GMT on 23 march
and .0800 hours, GMT on 28 March, respectively.

The leading edge of the crest of the two-waves were initially
sensed at site J, by the upper instrument, at:

.1800 hours, GMT on 24 March
and .2200 hours, GMT on 29 March, respectively.



Figure 11.

Figure 12.
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HCMM infrared image for 27 March 1979
Mr.

NC) .

(courtesy
R. Crissman, Research Triangle Institute, RTP,

TIROS-N infrared image from 27 March, 1979
indicating wavelike meanders along Gulf Stream

front. Original image was enhanced to eliminate
lightest shade of gray.
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(JBOT) at mooring site J. Currents are for 1 March
to 24 April 1979.
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Two wave crests, "A" and "B", (see Figure 11) will be
studied. At approximately 0000 GMT on 23 March, 1979, the crest
of wave A was observed at site H and caused the currents to set
towards the northeast with speed of 7 cm/sec. and temperature of
19.0°C (Figure 16). Thirty-six hours later, the current
achieves a maximum Eulerian speed of 72 cm/sec. and by 0000 GMT
on the 25th, realized peak temperature of 21.8°C. The same wave
was manifested at site JTOP with maximum Eulerian speed of 90
cm/sec. and temperature of 21.4°C. Thus, the propagation of
phase of wave A was about 45 cm/sec. and that of wave B was 49
cm/sec. Calculations using satellite data indicated an average
phase speed of about 42 cm/sec. for both waves which is
essentially the same as that obtained from the current meter
data.

The HCMM data (Figure 11) shows that these meanders were
well offshore of the shallow moorings O and P. A discussion of
wind induced currents in a paragraph below will show that
currents at sites O and P were wind driven during this period.
At this point, the crests of the waves A and B are both clearly
discernable at sites H and J.

The regions upstream and downstream of the wave crests are
wave "troughs" (Pietrafesa and Janowitz, 1980). From the HCMM
imagery, it appears that the circulation is cyclonic in both of
the troughs. In the center of the elliptically shaped trough is
a relatively dark patch, indicative of waters cooler than those
surrounding the patch. Given the orientation of the path of
apparent propagation of phase of both waves A and B, it is seen
from the thermal satellite imagery that the trough which is
downstream of Wave A on 27 March, the western most part of
trough 1 (Figure 11), reached site H with a total current
directed toward the north at 20 cm/sec. The velocity vector
sticks (Figure 13) then rotated slowly, counterclockwise, and by
1600 GMT on the 18th were westward at 12 cm/sec. By 0000 GMT on
the 20th, the flow was to the southwest at 11 cm/sec. and
finally by the 23rd at 0800 GMT, the flow was southeasterly at
about 4 cm/sec.

The wind can effect currents in two ways on the middle to
inner CC shelf. The actual surface current is the sum of both
effects. First, due to the direct input of momentum, surface
currents are driven, in part, to the right of the wind, possibly
up to 25 degrees, with a magnitude of 0.035 V,; (Huang, 1979),
where V;, is the wind speed. We call this component of the
current Vpy. The thickness of the ygper layer, &, (an e-folding
length) is on the order of [2Av/f]1 (Pedlosky, 1979), where A,
is the vertical eddy viscosity and £f is the local Coriolis
parameter. Using

%
Ay = U,/200 f (Csanady, 1982)
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and * 2
= paCDVw /pwr
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we find that

Inha

1.4 x 1074v/£;

*
where p; 1is the density of air, Uy, is the friction velocity, Cp
is the drag coefficient, and p,;, is the density of water. At the
base of this layer,

1na

VDw 0.37VDW(surface).

Secondly, the presence of lateral coastal boundaries cause
variations in the height of the sea surface due to the wind
forcing off or onshore flow of water in the top layer. This
sea-surface variation produces a pressure gradient throughout
the water column and hence currents, which are manifested
throughout the water column and which we call Vg. These slope
currents are estimated as

Vg = 0(t4/6gfpy),

where T is the alongshore wind stress and 6g is the thickness
of the gottom layer (Janowitz and Pietrafesa, 1980). 1In that

paper, .

I

*
U,/40f = 3.5 x 1079V, /f

6p

and

I

Vg = .06V,

Thus, the order of the currents associated with wind induced
sea-level fluctuations are of the order of Vpy. However, Vg
depends on depth as well as the orientation of the wind vector
with respect to the shoreline and on the past history of the
atmospheric wind stress component. In waters of depths greater
than 6, an alongshore wind will drive surface waters offshore
and cause a set-down in coastal sea 1level, a cross-shelf
pressure gradient, and, consequently, an alongshore current on
the order estimated previously. In the CC region, an offshore
wind is not as effective in producing pressure gradients. In
fact, Chao and Pietrafesa (1980) showed the offshore winds are
only one-tenth as effective as alongshore winds in producing
coastal sealevel pressure gradients on the CC shelf. Thus, Vg
cannot be as easily computed as Vpy, but is as important as the
latter, since the actual surface currents are the sum of the two
terms with comparable magnitudes. As mentioned earlier, Vg
incorporates the past history of the wind as well as density
stratification and has a spin-up time (in seconds) of
approximately 3 x 104 D/V,, where D is the local depth (Janowitz
and Pietrafesa 1980).
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From March 15 - March 23, the winds were predominately from
the north, northeast or northwest. For the remainder of the
period, the winds were from the southern sector (Figure 14).
The persistent southward wind during the first half of this
period was probably the cause of an intrusion of Virginia
Coastal Waters southwards of Cape Hatteras. The effects of this
intrusion will be discussed later in the text.
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Figure 14. (a) Winds at Cape Hatteras meteorological
stations. Wind speeds are in meters per second.
The period is 1 March to 24 April 1979.

The ,current meter observations at moorings 0 and P, which
are in 33 m of water with the upper sensors 17 m £from the
surface, will be the primary data source in this discussion.
During this period, the wind speeds averaged 8 m/sec. This
leads to an estimation of the upper Ekman layer thickness (8) of
approximately 13 m. Thus, measurements of 17 m below the
surface reflect primarily Vg rather than Vpy. The observed
currents are shown in Figure 15.

During this period, the currents at site 0 (Figure 15A) are
north-northeasterly and then south-southwesterly at about 20
cm/sec. in both cases. The currents at site 0 are wind-driven
during this period. The wind vectors are shown in Figure 8a.
Comparison of wind and current vectors indicates nearly a
perfect match of alongshore current to alongshore wind

component. The relationship between current and wind is
approximately v -~ 4071a/pw where t5 is the alongshore component

of the wind stress vector, py, is the density of the water mass
and V is the alongshore velocity. So, if we take the value of
Ty at 1200 GMT on the 19th, we find that V has a value of 25

cm/sec. The observed alongshore current associated with this
wind is 22 cm/sec. This demonstrates that the currents are wind
driven. In any case, the current at OTOP is 22 cm/sec. at 1200

GMT on the 19th, north-northeastward at 13 cm/sec. at 1800 GMT
on the 17th, north-northeastward at 9 cm/sec. at 1600 GMT on the
18th, southerly at 6 ocm/sec. at 0000 GMT on the 20th, and
northeasterly at 5 cm/sec. at 0800 GMT on the 23rd.
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Figure 15. (A) Currents (cm/sec.) at 17 m from the surface
(OTOP) and at 3 m from the bottom (OBOT) at
mooring site O. (B) Currents (cm/sec.) at 17 m
from the surface (PTOP) and at 3 m from the bottom
(PBOT) at mooring site P. Currents are for the
period 1 March to 24 April 1979.

Given the apparent superposition of currents, wind, and
wave relationships that one must make at sites H and J, and
along the entire mid to outer shelf of the Carolina Capes, it is
concluded that the wave-trough related flow was to the SSW at 27
cm/sec. at 1800 GMT on the 17th, to the SW at 25 cm/sec. at 1600
GMT on the 18th, to the SSW at 5 cm/sec. at 0000 GMT on the 20th
as trough 1 passed by site H.  As trough 2 passed by site H, the
total velocity field realized was to the NE at 7 cm/sec. at 0600
GMT on the 26th, to the NE at 20 cm/sec. at 1800 GMT on the
26th, to the NE at 8 cm/sec. at 1200 GMT on the 27th, and to the
NE at 13 cm/sec. at 0600 GMT on the 28th.

The winds were consistently from the south to west gquadrant
during the p%rlod 23-24 March with stress values of the order of
1.5 dynes/cm These winds indirectly drove slope currents to
the northeast at 43 cm/sec. on the 26th and 27th of March, and



109

at 25 cm/sec. on the 28th. Thus, it can be concluded that wave-
trough related flow speeds were in excess of 50 cm/sec. on the
26th and early the 27th and about 40 cm/sec. during the latter
part of the 27th and early on the 28th. The flow in all cases
was to the southwest.

The temperature at HTOP associated with trough 1 was about
19.0°C followed by a peak of 21.7°C in crest A, then 19.4°C
water in trough 2, and finally by 22.8°C water in crest B. The
flow fields at site J were similar to those at site H with some
variation and a phase lag of some 38-42 hours as discussed
previously. This variation 1is shown in the u,v,T scenario
depicted in Figure 16.

The TIROS-N, AVHRR frontal boundary analysis (Figure 17)
shows a hugh filament extending southwestward from Raleigh Bay,
across Onslow and into Long Bays. This feature was visually
manifested in the thermal IR on 6 April and lasted until 4 May.
The filament is 260-320 km long and up to 50 km wide. The event
is evident throughout the entire current meter mooring array,
most specifically at sites H, J, O and P. The frontal feature
will be referred to as (filament) "F".

Frontal wave, F, a baroclinic frontal instability with many
degrees of freedom is manifested in a discernable pattern in
current meter data. Filament F is definitely sensed at site H
by 0800 GMT on 10 April and at site J (Figure 16) by 0000 GMT on
12 April. At site HTOP, there is a net rise of 5.8°C, from an
initial temperature of 18.8°C +to a peak of 24.1°C. At site J,
the rise is from 20.3 to 25.9°C. The rise 1in temperature was
also evident at the Dbottom shelf break mooring sites with
measured rises of 6.9°C at site JBOT, at 72 m from the surface
in 75 m of water. This rise at JBOT occurred between 0000 GMT
on April and 1200 GMT on the 14th, and was then followed by an
immediate 5.1°C, drop in temperature. Upper water column
temperatures are generally sustained at sites H and J. A very
deep warm water mass, is suggested at sites H and J, extending
to at least 72 m inshore of a colder water mass. The warm water
mass originates at the top while the cold water mass has its
origins at the bottom.

The filament is initially manifested at site HTOP as flow
to the north-northeast at 55 cm/sec. at 0800 GMT on 10 April.
By 0800 GMT on the 12th, the flow has swung counterclockwise ~
150° to the southwest where it remains relatively fixed until
1600 GMT on the 23rd. There 1is a brief 20 hr. clockwise
rotation at 1200 GMT on the 20th. The scenario at JTOP is very
dramatic. Six hours before the event strikes, the flow is
toward the NE at 60 cm/sec. At the onset of the event at 0000
GMT on 12 April, the flow is easterly at 121 cm/sec. and then
begins to rotate counterclockwise to be NNE with speed of 133
cm/sec. at 0000 GMT on 13 April, to the N at 108 cm/sec. at noon
(GMT) on the 13th, to the SW at 66 cm/sec. and 0000 GMT on the



110

AN — — 30
€y — r:
GO — - 25
C C
~ a) — .. o
/ L . n‘c
A s 20— —20 g
c :~ .
C Q@ — L c
-20 — - s
-4Q — o
o
-60 10
SO 188 11Q@ 12@ 170
JULTAN DOATE
FEB 19 MAR 21 APR 20 MAY 20 JUN 9
SP79 y-TOP U/V/T RSO 4QLLP
20— Y ——m———
v
r .......
180 —
s 100 —
o
/
8 s SQ — \ €
€ \ 6
. e
¢ @ — W \."'\," AP '\ c
-SQ—-
-i0@
$00 T 1T T T T T T T 71T 1 re
S@ 60 78 63 90 (8@ 118 120 (32 148 1S@ 16@ 170
JULIAN DATE
FEB 19 MAR 21 APR 20 MAY 20 JUN 19
SP73 JU-80T7T U/V/T RS2 4QLLP
80 — 25
60 — -
— 20
C 4@ — -
~ - o]
/ o €
C s 20 1S G
€ o
c o — - c
- 10
-2@ — o
-4 — 1T T T 1T T T T T T 1 s
Sse 60 70 [-1"] 90 180 11@ 128 13Q@ 140 1S 16Q 17
. JULIAN OATE
FEQ 19 MAR 21 APR 20 MAaY 20 JUN (9
Figure 16. Variation of the u and v components of the

currents and of temperature at HTOP, JTOP, and
JBOT with time.
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Figure 17. Gulf Stream frontal analysis for 15 April 1979
constructed using TIROS-N AVHRR data.

15th. The flow swings both clockwise and counterclockwise
thereafter with clockwise swings accompanied by rises in

temperature and counterclockwise swings accompanied by drops in
temperature.

The jet, the 133 cm/sec. current, sensed at 0000 GMT on 13
April at site JTOP was accompanied by 5°C rise in temperature
and, contemporanecusly at site PTOP the flow rotates clockwise
to become more easterly. This change at P is also accompanied
by a rise in temperature of about 2.0°C. It is suggested that
the entire feature has moved onshore and that now mooring P is
closer to the center of the filament, in a regime of warmer Gulf
Stream based water, while mooring J is in the Gulf Stream front
proper, on the offshore side of the cold core.

The propagation of phase of the event from site H to J
occurred with a speed of 47 cm/sec. from the 12th to the 1l4th
April. Thereafter, the event appeared to lock 1in and become
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fixed spatially in the alongshore direction. In fact, in
Figures 18 and 19 which are GOES imagery derived schematics of
the event by (Dr. Steven Baig of NOAA/NWS) show the event still
present with an apparent clockwise circulation pattern about the
warm tongue. If the Baig rendering were correct, it could well
be manifested by flow patterns at sties 0 and P which were
positioned such to have been located within the event.

Mooring 0 is directly inshore, some 37.0 km, of site H and
as such should have sensed the presence of filament F after it
was noted at H but prior to it being felt at either site J or

site P which is 40.2 km onshore of J. The event was first
sensed at site 0 at 1600 GMT on 11 April and at site P at 0800
GMT on the 12th (see Figure 15). The curious point though is

that the flow at site 0 becomes northeasterly to northerly for
the next three weeks. At site P, the flow 1is northeasterly to
east-northeasterly for four complete weeks save for the 15th of
April, when P was out of the filament for a brief period and the
currents followed the wind for a day. Site 0 stayed within the

event as shown in Figure 19. Flows at both sites have
magnitudes ranging from 10 to 60 cm/sec. generally about 25
cm/sec. at 0 and 40 cm/sec. at site P. It is noted that these

currents persisted in opposition to the wind which was generally
directed towards the southwest at Cape Hatteras throughout the
entire period (see Figure 14).

Filament F had an apparently strong, intense hydrographic
front with 26.6°C water registered at site JTOP and 15.9°C water
sensed at JBOT. This feature likely blocked inshore water from
penetrating offshore virtually throughout the entire 1length of
Onslow, Raleigh and Long Bays. In fact, with the southward and
southwestward winds which were present, it 1is 1likely that
Virginia coastal waters were transported south around Cape
Hatteras across Diamond Shoals and thereafter around Cape
Lookout across its shoals and into Onslow Bay to be pinned
against the coast. The picture created by frontal event F is
shown schematically in Figure 20, in agreement with the previous
results found by Pietrafesa (1983) and McClain, Pietrafesa and
Yoder (1984) in studies of filaments off the coasts of Florida
and Georgia.

In summary, a time domain comparison of cross-shelf (u) and
alongshore (v) current components and contemporaneous
temperature (T), suggests that at shelf break and mid-shelf
locations, on the CC shelf, a north-easterly alongshore current
(v) associated with the nonperturbed flow in the GSF will
occasionally become diminished in magnitude or possibly reverse
in concert with a decrease in temperature. Typically, this v
and T scenario is followed several days hence by a return of the
current of a northeasterly set and an increase in temperature.
The rise in T wusually peaks at values characteristic of those
associated with the Gulf Stream front. The cross-shelf
component of current (u) will have gone from being positive
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Analysis of Gulf Stream frontal boundaries using
GOES satellite data for 18 April 1979 (after S.
Baig, NOAA/AOMC) Mooring locations are indicated.
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Figure 19. Analysis of Gulf Stream frontal boundaries using
GOES satellite data for 4 May 1979 (after S. Baig
NOAA/AOML) Mooring locations are indicated.
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Figure 20. Conceptual schematic of frontal filament
(Pietrafesa, 1983).

(offshore) to negative (onshore) to positive again during this
period and precedes the changes in v. The drop in temperature
related to the decrease in positive v could result from the fact
that the warm frontal waters have moved offshore, making way for
either a horizontal advection of cooler shelf/slope waters, both
in response to or from an upwelling of cool, deep shelf/slope
waters as a vertical consequence of a one-sided horizontal
divergence. (Conductivity data collected at these sites
indicates that the converging water masses are of Gulf Stream
origin).

Gulf Stream frontal meanders and, more likely, Gulf Stream
frontal filaments, frequently account for much of the coherent
in-phase velocity and temperature fluctuations seen in u, v, T
data. The observational evidence provided by the moored meter
data suggests that meanders of the front are a form of long
waves trapped over the steep bottom slope (a "waveguide")
seaward of the shelf break in the SAB. These results are
consistent with satellite observations (Legeckis, 1979), which
suggest that the meander is a long wave with a length the order
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of 100 to 300 km centered about the Gulf Stream front and moving
with the Gulf Stream so that the manifestation of sense of
propagation is to the north(east). Within the wave crest, which
is in the Gulf Stream proper, the streamlines of flow 1in the
water column follow the shape of the crest and thus have a net
anticyclonic sense of turning. In the wave trough, there 1is a
closed, cyclonically rotating cell, a '"cool pool".

Examples of the signatures of the passage of filaments at
the Charleston "Long Term Mooring Site" (45 m isobath) are shown
in Figure 21. These meanders are waves which grow in amplitude
in the horizontal plane at their crest and fold back around the
cool pool sitting in the wave trough. As the wave crest folds
back toward the coast, shallower depths are encountered and the
vertical vorticity constraint requires that the anticyclonic
motion along the streamline of the wave crest be augmented.
Flow is to the north on the shoreward side of the event and to
the south on the offshore side of the filament (Figure 22).
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Figure 21. Current vector stick plots at 10(01), 22(02) and
42(03) meters of water at the Charleston 45 M
isobath site.
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Figure 22. Gulf Stream filament observed in VHRR satellite
imagery at 13:38Z2 on 12 February 1978. (Courtesy
of Dr. R. Legeckis, NOAA/NESS). redrawn.

The warm Gulf Stream waters, which define the filament,
deepen due to the downward vertical velocity produced by the
increased negative relative vorticity. To the east (i.e. off-
shore, of the filament) and to the west (i.e. onshore) of the
Gulf Stream front is a cold water mass which is cyclonically
rotating and is, in fact, the trough of the mother wave. The
filament formation occurs in concert, either as cause or effect,
the wave trough realizes an intensified cyclonic torque and
spins-up more intensely. The net effect is a rapid vertical
ascension of isopycnals, a '"doming up" phenomenon (Figure 20).
As the filament advects north(east) ward along the Gulf Stream
front, a series of shelf break/slope cold pool eddies are spun-
up, forming an upwelled ridge, which, as a function of the
intensity of c¢yclonic torquing, has a peak that varies in
elevation, (cf. Figure 20).

Figures 23 and 24 represent frontal events observed at the
Onslow and Raleigh Bay sites. The signature of filament passage
can be either cyclonic or anticyclonic as a function of the
amplitude of the event and its location relative to the current
meter mooring array. Clearly 1if the mooring is located on the
inshore side of the filament (Line 14), the vectors hardly
rotate at all and temperatures rise. Curiously, the vector along
Line 10 hardly rotates also, but in this case, the mooring is on
the offshore side of the whole event and the temperature
decreases markedly as the -outer part of the cold core trough
passes by. Line 14 will yield a slight anticyclonic rotation.
Lines 11, 12 and 13 represent the intermediary and sometimes
rapidly rotating case.
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Figure 23. Snapshot of the streamlines of flow around the

surface plane of a folded-back Gulf Stream frontal
wave crest (a filament) and its associated trough.
Numbered lines indicate possible passage by fixed
current meter moorings.
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Figure 24. Time series of Eulerian currents and temperatures

(derived from moorings) based on the passages of
Lagrangian events shown in Figures 11, 12, 17, 18,
19, 22 and others manifested in NOAA/AOML VHRR

products.

There are also secondary frontal features which appear in
VHRR imagery in the CC. These secondary thermal boundaries
appear to mimic the curvature of mid-shelf bottom isobaths and
appear to reflect the existence of a boundary separating inner
from mid-shelf waters. This secondary front has not been

studied.

Penetration of Virginia Coastal Waters South of Cape Hatteras

The 1likelihood of the penetration of Virginia coastal
waters southward into Raleigh and, possibly, Onslow Bay
increases in the Fall season which is generally characterized by
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winds from the northeast (Weisberg and Pietrafesa, 1983).
However, during the March-April 1979 period, the satellite
imagery for 27 March indicated that cold virginia coastal waters
had penetrated into, at least, Raleigh Bay (Figure 11). In the
period 6-23 March, the winds were, on the average, from the
north or northeast (Figure 14), setting up conditions favorable
for the southward penetration of Virginia coastal waters
observed on 27 March.

Salinity provides an excellent tracer for Virginia coastal
waters off the North Carolina coast since the fresh water source
of the Chesapeake Bay results in a several parts per thousand
(®/oo0) salinity difference between these water masses. Annual
mean salinities from the Chesapeake Bay, Diamond Shoals, and
Frying Pan Shoals lightships are approximately 30°/oo, 34°/oo,
and 36°/o0o0 respectively as shown 1in Figure 25. These mean
differences are sufficiently 1large that the salinities remain
distinctive even on the time scales of the 1low frequency
fluctuations. From the relative fresh water inflow amounts from
the Chesapeake Bay and Cape Fear Rivers, also shown in Figures
25, we observe that the only significant fresh water source for
this study region exists northward of Diamond Shoals. Although
the proximity of the Gulf Stream to Diamond Shoals is generally
a barrier to communication of waters from the mid-Atlantic to
South Atlantic bight regions under favorable wind and or Gulf
Stream conditions waters will flow across this barrier. One such
wind was observed during March 1979.

Figure 26 shows salinity as a function of time from
moorings at two locations in Onslow Bay (moorings at two
locations in Onslow Bay (moorings P and O of Figure 1). A rapid
drop in salinity occurred at mooring P beginning around March
12. This salinity drop was followed some two weeks later by a
similar drop at mooring 0 situated further southwest along the
coast. Note that an even larger drop with a similar lag occurred
at these two stations between April and May. Figure 27 shows the
temperature/salinity (T/S) relationship at these stations as a
function of time during the March event. The rapid switch in
water properties is clear. Salinity declined rapidly by some 2-
39/00 and temperature declined by 1-15°/ooC resulting in a
decrease in water density. Although the origin of this lighter
and fresher water seems to be from the Virginia coastal waters,
or waters at least north of Diamond Shoals, the mechanism by
which salinity changed at sités P and O remains uncertain. The
fact that there is a two week time lag between the onset of the
event at O relative to P suggests southwestward advection.
However the horizontal currents observed at these locations do
not bear this out in a simple manner. Vertical advection
downslope of 1lighter fresher water initially trapped shoreward
by a Gulf Stream filament front may account for the observation.
The entire salinity fluctuation was confined to the bottom half
of the water column (depth ~33m) since the instruments at 17 m
observed no comparable variations. Therefore a vertical salinity
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Figure 27. T/S curves as a function of time during the event
from 3/4-4/15, 1979.

gradient 2-39/o0o existed over the water column.

The larger decrease in salinity observed beginning toward
the end of April when salinity declined by around 7°/oco0 is
probably of the same origin since there is a similar lag between

P and O. Clearly, the water must have originated north of
Diamond Shoals since there 1is no other source of such low
salinity water. Again, the velocity vectors do not show a

period of sustained alongshore or offshore flow; rather they
oscillate with time scales shorter than the overall salinity
event. Notice, however, that the salinity event, at least at
mooring P, shows a step-like reduction in salinity which would
be consistent with a fluctuating front with each fluctuation
mixing fresher water into the region. Initial inspection of the
vertical shear in horizontal velocity suggests a general
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consistency between a frontal interpretation and what is implied
by the thermal wind relationship. The important points here are
that Virginia coastal water does penetrate southwestward along
the North Carolina coast as was suggested by Bumpus (1973) and
mid to inner shelf fronts, separate from that of the GSF and the
secondary frontal water masses, exist on the CC shelf.

Recruiting the Red Tide

During October, 1987, the dinoflagelate which constitutes
the red tide, the scourge of the fishing industry as well as the
tourist trade, made its appearance in Onslow Bay. This bug not
only poisons fish, particularly filter feeders, thus rendering
the creatures unfit for human consumption, but also creates
noxious fumes which cause respiratory and eyesight problems in
humans. Carolina Capes waters are not known to be infested with
this particular form of dinoflagelate so the question asked was:
What conditions were responsible for the outbreak of the red
tide? The more appropriate related question is: Where did the
red tide come from and what physical oceanographic conditions
were present to assist the dinoflagelate population on its
apparent maiden voyage into North Carolina coastal waters?

The origin of the red tide dinflagelate (RTD) was probably
west Florida coastal waters. The RTD could then have very
easily been entrained into the Gulf Stream and rapidly
transported by the Gulf Stream some 1600 km within several weeks
to Carolina coastal waters. Now, if a filament happened to be
present then it would be a direct route from the Gulf Stream to
the coast via one of the streamlines shown 1in Figure 20.
Following a filament streamline takes a parcel from surface
interior Gulf Stream waters right onto the mid to outer shelf on
the shoreward side of the filament where the water parcel is now
exposed to the direct wind stress driven as well as slope

current regime. The parcels of RTD laden water can then be
driven towards the coast where water masses may reside for
periods of 2-3 months (Blanton and Pietrafesa, 1978). During

the period 09 October - 07 November, 1987, the N.C. coast was
buffeted by northeasterly winds and several large filaments.
The conditions were perfect, as is explained in Pietrafesa, et
al. (1988), for recruitment of the RTD from Gulf Stream frontal
filaments onto the shelf to be advected across the shelf and
retained near the coast. Figure 28 conceptualizes the scenario.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Hydrodynamics and hydrography on the CC shelf are
controlled by atmospheric forcing from the top and Gulf Stream
frontal events from offshore. Gulf Stream phenomena which
affect the oceanography of the CC shelf include the deflection
of the stream at the Charleston Bump and the subsequent creation
of the Charleston Trough and frontal meanders and filaments.
Atmospheric wind effects are most apparent in mid to inner shelf
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Coastal Waters: A conceptual scenario based on
VHRR and coastal wind data.

waters. 1In offshore waters wind effects are generally masked by
GSF events.

The alongshore component of the wind provides the important
forcing out to mid-shelf waters. Wind effects are Dboth
mechanically direct and indirect via the setup of coastal
pressure gradients. The mid to inner shelf current field
consists of a wind driven surface component and slope currents
which extend throughout the water column and are strongly
geostrophic coupled to both surface and mass field slopes. The
bottom boundary layer consists of geostrophic and bottom stress
induced current components.
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Water masses are derived principally from the Gulf Stream
via frontal event processes which not only advect warm, saline
surface layer stream waters onto and along the mid to outer
shelf but also create an upwelling ridge along the outer shelf,
during their passage, within which offshore waters are advected
up and onto the shelf. Georgian shelf waters are advected into
the CC region during periods of persistent southwesterly winds
while Virginian coastal waters penetrate the Diamond and Lookout
shoals, from the north, during periods of persistent northerly
winds.

In outer shelf waters, hydrographic fronts are formed by
the Gulf Stream front, a generally prograditional front
(Pietrafesa, 1983). In mid shelf waters, a retrogradational
front (ibid) can form consisting of inshore CC waters, or
occasionally Virginia coastal water, on the coastal side and GSF
waters on the offshore side. This front is not yet well
understood.

Finally the Red Tide, a dinoflagelate, can be carried from
Florida coastal waters by the Gulf Stream to North Carolina
where the presence of warm core frontal filaments may allow the
plant to be <carried into shelf outer waters. Thereafter the
plants may be carried towards the coast by wind induced or slope
currents.
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OVERVIEW OF NEOGENE AND QUATERNARY GEOLOGIC HISTORY,
NORTH CAROLINA CONTINENTAL MARGIN (ONSLOW BAY)

Scott W. Snyder and Stanley R. Riggs
Department of Geology, East Carolina University
Greenville, North Carolina 27858

ABSTRACT

Neogene and Quaternary sediment patterns on the Onslow Bay
continental shelf are, in 1large part, the product of eustatic
sea-level fluctuations. The lower to middle Miocene Pungo River
Formation was deposited during second-order supercycle TB2 (Hag
et al., 1987). Eighteen fourth-order seismic sequences within
the formation can be grouped into three third-order seismic
sequences (Frying Pan, Onslow Bay and Bogue Banks), each of
which corresponds to the maximum landward extent of a third-
order coastal onlap event. Despite the influence of eustatic
sea-level fluctuations on the depositional history of the
continental shelf, not all known third-order coastal onlap
events are represented by the Miocene sediments of Onslow Bay.
In addition to relative position of sea level, factors such as
topographic configuration of the shelf and flow path and
intensity of the Gulf Stream influenced depositional-erosional
patterns and the distribution of phosphatic vs. siliciclastic
sediments,. Explaining why specific onlap events are represented
by deposits whereas others are not will require additional
research. General lack of Pliocene deposits across the Onslow
Bay shelf and in portions of the adjacent coastal plain region
cannot be adequately explained solely by sea-level fluctuations.
Gentle upward movement along the Mid-Carolina Platform High
seems a more likely explanation for the present distribution of
marine Pliocene deposits.

Quaternary deposits were also strongly influenced by high#
frequency fluctuations of sea level. Widespread carbonates
deposited during interglacial marine transgressions were later
altered and partially eroded by subaerial and fluvial processes
during glacial regressive phases. Where dissected, the
resulting carbonate hardbottoms are bounded by exposed rock
scarps which support a prolific marine biota. Unconsolidated
sediments in low areas Dbetween the hardbottoms are the site of
secondary mineralization, including minor reprecipitation of
phosphate dissolved from underlying Pungo River phosphorites.

INTRODUCTION

Onslow Bay 1is a modern cuspate embayment in southeastern
North Carolina bordered to the north by Cape Lookout and to the
south by Cape Fear (Figure 1). The modern continental shelf in
Onslow Bay extends from the barrier island system to
approximately the 50-m isobath. The shelf has a maximum width
of about 100 kilometers and consists of Upper Mesozoic and
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Figure 1. Locality map showing Onslow Bay in relation to the

Mid-Carolina Platform High, Cape Lookout High and
outcrop patterns of Upper Mesozoic/Cenozoic strata
(after Stephen W. Synder (1982) from Scott W.
Snyder et al., 1988a).

Cenozoic strata that have built outward and upward to produce

its present configuration. This paper focuses on sediments
representing the Neogene and Quaternary Systems of the Cenozoic
Era. According to Hag et al. (1987), the Neogene System

includes sediments deposited between 25.2 and 1.65 million years
ago (mya) (Figure 2). The Miocene Series spans 20 million years
(from 25.2 to 5.2 mya), while the Pliocene Series spans 3.55
million years (from 5.2 to 1.65 mya). The Quaternary System
extends from 1.65 mya to the present day and includes the
Pleistocene and Holocene Series, which are not differentiated
for purposes of this report.

Over the past 20 million years the continental margin in
the vicinity of Onslow Bay has been influenced by diverse and
complexly interrelated geologic, biologic and oceanographic
processes. It has been repeatedly inundated by advancing seas,
subjected to episodes of marine scour and upwelling, blanketed
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Figure 2. The Neogene sea-level cycle chart (modified from

Hag et al., 1987) showing stratigraphic position
of third-order Miocene sequences (Frying Pan,
Onslow Bay, Bogue Banks) in Onslow Bay.

by deposits ranging from mostly authigenic minerals to
predominantly siliciclastic sediments, and exposed to subaerial
erosion and channeling during sea-level lowstands. Neogene
eustatic sea-level fluctuations, imprinted upon the structural
and stratigraphic framework produced during the earlier
evolution of this passive continental margin, have controlled
primary depositional features and sediment types, as well as
postdepositional alteration and secondary mineralization.
Superimposed upon patterns due to sea-level cyclicity are the
effects of oceanographic and/or climatic changes that were not
directly 1linked to eustacy. For example, Gulf Stream flow
probably intensified during the early to middle Miocene in
response to circulation changes in the Gulf of Mexico, which
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were triggered by tectonic events in Central America (Mullins et
al., 1987). Intensification of Gulf Stream flow, in turn,
profoundly affected the continental margin of Onslow Bay,
contributing to an intricate, sometimes confusing composite
geologic section.

Since 1979, geology of the Onslow Bay continental margin
has been the object of seismic, sedimentological, mineralogical,
chemical and paleontological analyses supported by the National
Science Foundation (grants OCE-7908949, OCE-8110907, OCE-
8342777 and OCE-8609161) and the North Carolina Sea Grant
College (grants NA83AA-D-00012/R/A03 and NA85AA-D-SG022/R/A04)
under direction of Stanley R. Riggs, Albert C. Hine and Scott W.
Snyder. The purpose of this paper 1is to provide a general
overview of this research and the geologic history of Onslow
Bay. It is not 1intended to be comprehensive or to supply
supporting data, which are available in references cited within
the text.

Structural and Paleotopographic Framework

Onslow Bay is located on the northeastern flank of a broad
region of pre-Jurassic continental crust called the Carolina
Platform, a tectonic component of the trailing margin of North
America that extends from Florida to Maryland (Klitgord and

Behrendt,, 1979). The relatively flat and shallow (less than 1
km) central portion of the Platform is located near Cape Fear,
North Carolina. Stephen W. Snyder et al. (1982) and Hine and

Riggs (1986) argued that this shallow segment of the Platform,
from which 1its margins descend into flanking embayments and
troughs, should be termed the Mid-Carolina Platform High, rather
than the Cape Fear Arch of traditional usage.

Distribution of post-Jurassic depositional sequences,
including those of the Neogene and Quaternary, was controlled in
large part by the configuration of the Mid-Carolina Platform

High. Outcrops of post-Jurassic strata follow broadly
concentric patterns around the eastern margin of this feature
(Figure 1). Deposits along its northeastern flank formed the

Neogene and Quaternary shelf sequences preserved in Onslow Bay.

During the Miocene, there were two depositional embayments

along the North Carolina margin. The Onslow Embayment to the
south was separated from the Aurora Embayment to the north by
the Cape Lookout High (Figure 1), an elongate, east-west

treading paleotopographic ridge formed by pre-Miocene sediment
drift along the merge-point of the Gulf Stream and south-flowing
shelf currents (Stephen W. Snyder, 1982; Popenoe, 1985). The
Cape Lookout High remained a prominent topographic feature until
nearly the end of Miocene deposition, when it was buried and the
two depositional embayments it had separated were joined.
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Studies discussed below concentrated on the feather-edge,
updip limit of outcropping Neogene sediments in Onslow Bay.
Oonly here could Miocene sediments be recovered by vibracoring
(maximum core length of 9 m). Although Neogene and Quaternary
sediments represent a small volumetric part of the entire
Mesozoic-Cenozoic wedge which forms the North Carolina
continental shelf, they record many significant geological
events.

Neogene System

Miocene Series

Miocene sediments of the exposed North Carolina Coastal
Plain occur only in the subsurface, where interbedded phosphatic
clays, sands and carbonates 'were assigned to the Pungo River
Formation (Kimrey, 1964). Pungo River sediments extend onto the
continental shelf of Onslow Bay where they occur in outcrop and
shallow subcrop beneath a widespread veneer of Quaternary sands
and more limited exposures of Plio-Pleistocene carbonates
(Blackwelder et al., 1982; Matteucci, 1984; Popneoe, 1985; Riggs
et al., 1986).

Detailed seismic stratigraphic analyses of Neogene and
Quaternary deposits extending from the outer coastal plain to
the wupper continental slope have delineated 18 distinct
depositional sequences within the Miocene Pungo River Formation
(Stephen W. Snyder, 1982; Stephen W. Snyder et al., 1982). Each
such sequence is bounded above and below by an unconformity, and
thus represents a depositional event within a discrete time--
stratigraphic interval (vail et al., 1977). Utilizing an
extensive network of seismic reflection data collected along the
Carolina continental margin (21,000 + km of high-resolution
profiling), depositional sequences were traced in the subsurface
and their outcrop pattern was mapped. These sequences strike
generally north-northeast, forming a complex outcrop/shallow
subcrop pattern in which younger sequences commonly truncate
older ones (Figure 3). From their western wupdip 1limit, Pungo
River sediments dip to the south-southeast, thickening to more
than 500 m at the shelf edge (Riggs et al., 1985).

Seismic analyses provided the stratigraphic framework for
biostratigraphic interpretation of sediments from 95 vibracores
which penetrated the Pungo River Formation. The 18 depositional
sequences mentioned above represent fourth-order seismic
sequences which can be grouped into three third-order sequences,
the ages of which can be resolved on the basis of bio-
stratigraphic evidence (Figure 3). Age assignments are based
upon planktonic foraminifera and nannofossils (Scott W. Snyder
et al., 1988b), diatoms (Powers, 1988) and radiolarians (Palmer,
1988).



136

o, s ’ o / ;
78°00 . 77°30 < 77°00° . 7630
Figure 3. Map showing outcrop and shallow subcrop pattern of
fourth-order seismic sequences within the Miocene
section of Onslow Bay. Patterns differentiate
third-order seismic sequences (Frying Pan - solid
dots, Onslow Bay - dashes, Bogue Banks - open

circles). Seismic interpretation by Stephen W.
Snyder and A.C. Hine.

The stratigraphically lowest third-order sequence, dated as
middle Burdigalian (upper lower Miocene), is termed the Frying
Pan Sequence. It contains six fourth-order seismic sequences
(FPS-1 through FPS-6) (Figure 3). The overlying Onslow Bay
Sequence, dated as Langhian (lower middle Miocene), contains
four fourth-order sequences (0OBS-1 through OBS-4). The strati-
graphically highest of the three third-order sequences is the
Bogue Banks Sequence. It was deposited during the middle
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Serravallian (middle Miocene) and contains eight fourth-order
sequences (BBS-1 through BBS-8). Biostratigraphic constraints
on the ages of the Frying Pan, Onslow Bay and Bogue Banks
Sequences indicate that each was deposited during a third-order
coastal onlap event (Hag et al., 1987), whereas the entire Pungo
River Formation was deposited during a larger-scale, second-
order Miocene marine transgression (Figure 2).

The Frying Pan, Onslow Bay and Bogue Banks Segquences each
represent deposition associated with a sea-level highstand.
Intervening unconformities were most 1likely developed during
sealevel lowstands. The influence of eustatic sea-level oscil-
lations in producing this depositional record would seem to be
straightforward and obvious. However, Pungo River strata do not
represent all of the Miocene coastal onlap events depicted in
the chart of Hag et al. (Figure 2). We suggest two possible
explanations for this:

1) Oceanographic factors, such as impingement of the
westward migrating Gulf Stream on the continental
margin (Pinet and Popenoe, 1985), may have resulted in
sediment bypass/erosion during some episodes of coastal
onlap.

2) Deposits emplaced during some episodes of coastal onlap
were later removed by erosion, either by subaerial
processes during sea-level lowstands or by submarine
scour associated with migration of the Gulf Stream
during subsequent marine transgressions (Pinet and
Popenoe, 1985; Popenoce, 1985).

Resolution of specific mechanisms responsible for the Miocene
record must await 1) acquisition of continuous cores from
thicker, more complete downdip sections, and 2) better under-
standing of regional and global changes (tectonic, climatic,
oceanographic) during the Miocene.

The preserved depositional record in Onslow Bay contains a
variety of 1lithofacies. Successive seismic sequences may be
composed of similar lithofacies, in which case there is no
distinct 1lithologic change across the intervening stratal
reflector (Mallette, 1986; Scott W. Snyder et al., 1988a).
Lithologies change vertically through the Miocene section, but
the generalized 1lithofacies patterns within the northern,
central and southern portions of Onslow Bay tend to persist
through time. A source area to the northwest supplied
siliciclastic sediments to northern and central portions of the
Bay, while authigenic sediments accumulated farther south.
During deposition of the Frying Pan and Onslow Bay Sequences,
carbonates (composed largely of molluscan and Dbarnacle
fragments) and dquartz sands accumulated in northern Onslow Bay
along the southern flank of the Cape Lookout High. Deposits of
the Bogue Banks Sequence in the northern region changed to
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predominantly siliciclastic sands. The central portion of all
three third-order sequences (Frying Pan, Onslow Bay and Bogue
Banks) was dominated by siliciclastic sands and muds, with
abundant dolomite in both the Onslow Bay and Bogue Banks
Sequences. The slow accumulation of fine sediment in the latter
two sequences was repeatedly interrupted by influx of sands from
a point-source to the west-northwest, producing interbedded
fine-grained and coarser-grained deposits. Grain-size of the
siliciclastic sediments generally decreased southward,
indicating increased distance from the source area. During
deposition of the Bogue Banks Sequence, phosphatic sands
accumulated in the north and central portions of the Bay. In
southern Onslow Bay, where only the Frying Pan Sequence has been
extensively sampled, sediments consisted of largely authigenic
components. Rich basal phosphorate deposits were gradually
replaced by organic-rich, zeolitic muds (probably derived from
biogenic silica) and deposition culminated with fossiliferous,
fine quartz sands.

In reconstructing ancient depositional environments, the
contrast between conditions favoring siliciclastics and
authigenic phosphate sediments is of primary interest. Concen-
tration of authigenic sediments occurs only where they are not
overwhelmed by the influx of siliciclastic materials. Such
conditions existed in southern Onslow Bay, far removed from the
source area of siliciclastic sediments that lay to the

northwest. However, formation of extensive sedimentary
phosphorites also requires nutrient enrichment far beyond that
found in most marine environments. Riggs (1984) demonstrated

that interaction of the ancient Gulf Stream with topographic
features of the continental margin during marine transgression
could induce large-scale coastal upwelling. These upwelling
events, in areas of minimum siliciclastic sediment input, were
responsible for phosphate formation in southern Onslow Embayment
during deposition of the Frying Pan Sequence. Smaller-scale
phosphogenic episodes occurred in northern and central Onslow
Embayment during deposition of the Bogue Banks Sequence.

Paleontological studies based on benthic foraminifera
(Scott W. Snyder et al., 1988c) and diatoms (Powers, 1988)
indicate that phosphatic intervals were indeed associated with
episodes of nutrient enrichment. Although Miocene deposits
accumulated in relatively shallow waters (mid to outer
continental shelf), deeper, colder, more nutrient-enriched water
masses occasionally invaded Onslow Embayment, probably through
upwelling episodes 1like those described by Riggs (1984).
Sediments containing appreciable amounts of phosphate yield
benthic foraminiferal assemblages numerically dominated by forms
known to thrive under conditions of nutrient influx , organic
enrichment and oxygen depletion (Scott W. Snyder, 1989). These
same sediments also contain diatom assemblages enriched in
meroplanktonic and planktonic species known to be associated
with modern wupwelling systems (Powers, 1988). Conversely,
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and diatom assemblages in siliciclastic

benthic foraminiferal
with reduced

lithofacies indicate well oxygenated bottom waters
levels of nutrient content.

Phosphorate sediments in the Frying Pan Sequence of
southern Onslow Bay and the Bogue Banks Sequence of central
Onslow Bay (Figure 4) yield faunas and floras indicative of
nutrient enrichment. Phosphatic sands in the Bogue Banks
Sequence of northeastern Onslow Bay (Figure 4) are not so
clearly associated with wupwelling. Benthic foramininferal
faunas suggest well-oxygenated bottom waters with only modest
levels of organic enrichment (Scott W. Snyder et al., 1988c).
Perhaps these phosphate grains are reworked, rather than being

formed in situ.
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The Miocene deposits of Onslow Bay are largely the product
of high-frequency eustatic sea-level fluctuations and
oceanographic changes triggered by such changes. Depositional
episodes correlate with global coastal onlap events. Explanation
as to why all of the known Miocene onlap events are not recorded
in Onslow Bay requires further research. The composition of
deposits that have been preserved (siliciclastics vs. carbonate
vs. phosphate) depends on the interaction of numerous factors,
including relative position of sea level, rate of sea-level
change, configuration of the shelf margin, proximity to shelf
margin and to source areas of siliciclastic sediments, flow path
and intensity of the Gulf Stream and its interaction with the
margin, nature of deeper water associated with upwelling, etc.
Some of these factors are, in turn, dependent on global and
regional changes in climate and oceanic circulation. It is not
surprising that the resulting Miocene depositional record along
the North Carolina margin is so complex.

Pliocene Series

Pliocene sediments are absent throughout nearly all of
Onslow Bay (Figure 1). They form a veneer of siliciclastic
sands and carbonates along the modern shelf edge, and extend
onto the present-day shelf of Onslow Bay only in the
northeastern corner.

Absence of Pliocene deposits in Onslow Bay is consistent
with the distribution of equivalent-aged strata on the emerged
North Carolina Coastal Plain. Except for scattered outliers
(such as at Natural Well, Bear Bluff, etc.), marine deposits of
Pliocene age are absent across the coastal plain from the
vicinity of Cape Lookout to Cape Fear, whereas the Pliocene
Yorktown and Duplin Formations are widely distributed north of
Cape Lookout and southwest from Cape Fear into South Carolina,
respectively (Brown et al., 1985). In these latter areas,
marine Pliocene sediments extending westward across the coastal
plain record a major marine transgression, as suggested in the
chart of Hag et al. (1987) (Figure 2).

Lack of Pliocene deposits across the Onslow Bay continental
shelf and portions of the adjacent coastal plain cannot be
adequately explained solely by eustatic sea-level fluctuations.
Perhaps Pliocene sediments, once more extensive across the
Onslow Bay shelf, were eroded during subsequent sea-level
lowstands. However, the extensive marine Pliocene deposits
north of Cape Lookout and south of Cape Fear suggest that Onslow
Bay and the adjacent coastal plain region may not have been

extensively inundated during the Pliocene. Gentle upward
movement, perhaps initiated in the late Miocene, of the Mid-
Carolina Platform High (= Cape Fear Arch of traditional usage)

seems a more likely explanation for the present distribution of
marine Pliocene deposits. Our data are not sufficient to either
demonstrate or contradict either of these possibilities.
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Quaternary System

The Quaternary System includes the Pleistocene and Holocene
Series (Figure 2). These series are not differentiated for the
purposes of this report due to difficulties in distinguishing
them in sediments of Onslow Bay. There are several reasons for
this:

1) discontinuous nature of the Quaternary sediment cover,

2) extensive resuspension and vertical mixing of the
surficial veneer of sediment during storms,

3) lack of planktonic fossils suitable for differentiating
Pleistocene from Holocene deposits,

4) abundant relict Pleistocene materials within Holocene

deposits due, in part, to limited sediment supply from
modern rivers.

Two aspects of Quaternary sedimentation are of primary interest:

1) the formation and subsequent erosional history of
carbonate hardbottoms and their influence on modern
biological communities,

2) the distribution of and sources for secondary minerals
(e. g., phosphate and iron) within unconsolidated,
quartz-rich surficial sands.

Hardbottoms

Extensive and morphologically complex hardbottoms crop out
across the inner and middle continental shelf of Onslow Bay.
Hardbottoms are of three types:

1) calcareous quartz sandstones,

2) quartz-rich, molluscan-moldic, fossiliferous
limestones, '

3) extensively bored, fossiliferous calcarenites
(Mearns, 1986).

The first two types are associated with Neogene strata, whereas
the third is part of the Quaternary System which lies unconform-
ably above Neogene sediments. The focus here is upon
hardbottoms composed of the Quaternary calcarenites because
their more extensive exposure and greater vertical relief make
them more important in terms of their influence on modern
biological communities.

Using high-resolution seismic and sidescan sonar profiling,
the general distribution of hardbottoms which crop out on the
modern shelf of Onslow Bay has been mapped (Mearns, 1986; Riggs
et al., 1986). Quaternary hardbottoms are generally extensive,
unbroken, flat surfaces; however, where dissected by erosion
they usually rise 2 m or more above the surrounding sea floor.
They are concentrated in southern Onslow Bay. Their upper



142

surfaces range from smooth to irregular and frequently are
covered with an ephemeral, highly mobile modern sand sheet.
Where dissected they form extensive mesa-like platforms of
carbonate rock bounded by highly eroded vertical scarps. Most
scarps probably originated through fluvial erosion during sea-
level lowstands. Once 1initiated, scarps are modified by
submarine biological, chemical and physical processes. Vertical
scarps are the most important aspect of hardbottoms.

Calcarenites exposed along vertical scarps are subjected to
intense bioerosion, mostly by endolithic lithophagid and gastro-
chaenid bivalves (Carter and Mearns, 1986). These borers
obliterate the calcareous rock fabric by chemical dissolution
and riddle the rock wall with boreholes. The more indurated
upper portion is protected by encrusting organisms. The net
effect is for bioerosion to wundercut the scarp, forming an
overhang which eventually collapses due to wave surge pressure.
With each successive episode of undercutting and collapse, the
edge of the hardbottom recedes, and rock debris accumulates
along the base of the escarpment as a rubble ramp (Mearns,
1986). Based on the width of the accumulated rubble, Mearns
demonstrated that Quaternary scarps in southeastern Onslow Bay
have receded as much as 80 m during the last 9000 years of
Holocene sea-level rise.

Several types of margins are developed along hardbottoms
(Figure 5). Vertical scarps that rise up to 8 m above adjacent
unconsolidated sediments host a rich bottom biota including
algae, sponges, corals, epifaunal and infaunal biavles, assorted

vagrant benthic organisms and a variety of fishes. With
increasing bioerosion and scarp recession, the zone of massive
boulder debris increases. The resultant increase in surface

area of exposed rock sustains a larger, more prolific bottom
biota. The northeastern margins of hardbottoms are usually
ramps composed of unlithified sands (Figure 5). They are gently
sloping surfaces that result from transport and deposition of
Holocene sands. Hardbottom margins with unconsolidated sediment
ramps do not support the rich biota associated with escarpments
and zones of boulder debris. Because the biota supported by
scarps serves as a food source for a variety of invertebrates
and fishes, knowledge about the nature and distribution of
hardbottom margins is important to understanding productivity on
the continental margin.

The geological origins of hardgrounds and their associated
margins are, like the underlying Miocene deposits, linked with

changes in eustatic sea level. Rises and falls in sea level
during the Quaternary were controlled by glacial retreats and
advances. Marine transgressions (interglacials) were marked by

warming climatic conditions, increased vegetative cover on
adjacent lands areas, and decreased terrigenous sediment input.
Siliciclastic sedmentation was limited to nearshore environments
whereas carbonate sediments predominated in more offshore
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(from Hine and Riggs, 1986).

environments (Riggs, 1984). Marine regressions (glacials) were
characterized by fluvial channeling and erosion by the migrating
shoreface, which dissected and removed much of the previously
deposited volume of shelf sediment (Hine and Snyder, 1985).
Subaerial exposure of the shelf during maximum sea-level
lowstands also indurated and diagenetically altered remaining
sediments (Riggs, 1984). Once formed and partially eroded by a
combination of subaerial and fluvial processes, hardground
scarps recede by the process of marine biocerosion during the
subsequent sea-level highstand. Repetition of this sequence of
events occurred throughout the Neogene and Quaternary. It is,
however, most dramatically exemplified by the younger and
consequently better preserved and exposed carbonate hardbottoms
of the Quaternary.

Secondary Mineralization
The Quaternary sand sheet, irregularly distributed across

the erosional surface capping Neogene strata, is the site of
rather interesting mineralization processes. Some minerals in
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these sands are not primary (i.e., formed at the time of
sediment deposition), but rather are being secondarily deposited
after dissolution and transport from other sediment sources.

In southern Onslow Bay, the Quaternary sands contain orange
phosphate grains which are petrologically and chemically
distinctive from dark brown phosphates of the underlying Pungo
River Formation. Orange grains have been extensively altered
during mechanical reworking and incorporation into the younger
sands. Phosphate content 1in the Ouaternary sands is highly
variable, with P,0g content ranging from negligible to 21.7%
(Riggs et al., 1986). The sands range in thickness from 0 to 3
m and occur largely between mesas capped by carbonate rock (the
hardbottoms discussed previously).

Distribution of phosphatic Quaternary sands provides
insight into the mechanism of phosphate formation. Figure 6
shows the distribution of sands which contain 3% or more P,0g
superimposed upon the seismic sequences of the underlying Pungo

River Formation. The richest phosphorites in the Miocene
deposits of Onslow Bay occur in the southern portions of seismic
sequence FPS-1 (Riggs et al., 1985). Note that the 3% P,0g

contour in Quaternary sands approximates the outline of the
phosphorate deposits of FPS-1. This contour suggests that the
majority of the phosphate is being mechanically reworked from
FPS-1 and re-deposited in overlying sands.

However, uranium-series age dates (Riggs et al., 1982 and
1983) suggest the presence of a component that may be younger
than 150,000 years. During mechanical reworking, some of the
phosphate was evidently dissolved and reprecipitated to produce
the minor occurrences of young, glossy-black phosphate grains.
Uranium-series dates reflect the time of reprecipitation of
these grains. This interpretation is supported by the fact that
dissolution continues on the modern seafloor where phosphatic
Miocene sediments are exposed, as evidenced by the release of
soluble reactive phosphate (SRP) into the benthic boundary
layer. Mean SRP at 1 cm above the sediment-water interface
ranges up to 2.5 times that at 3.5 m (T. Tisue, unpubl. data),
strongly suggesting release from the sediment. Similar SRP
gradients do not occur where exposed bottom sediments are non-
phosphatic.

Foraminifera within the same portion of the Quaternary sand
sheet are also being permineralized, but demonstrate that
phosphate is not the only, or even the major, mineral involved
(Riggs et al., 1984). Altered specimens of miliolid
foraminifera show gradational surface discoloration (white to
dark vyellow-brown) that progresses from late- to early-formed
chambers. The percentage of extensively altered specimens
varies directly with phosphate concentration in the sand
fraction. Nearby nonphosphatic sands are devoid of such
discolored specimens. Microprobe analyses of polished thin-
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Figure 6. Distribution of phosphatic sediments in Quaternary
sand sheet (modified from Hine and Riggs, 1986).

sections from completely discolored specimens indicate that
alteration involves a decrease in %Ca0 and concomitant
enrichment in %FeO and %P-0c. However, the degree of enrichment
in %P;05 (maximum of 0.%%? is minor compared to that for FeO
(maximum of 18%). Nevertheless, such phosphate enrichment
occurs only where the underlying sediments are phosphorites.
Clearly, underlying deposits are supplying a complex assortment
of elements that may precipitate in various mineral forms within
Quaternary sands.
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Secondary mineralization in Quaternary sands exemplifies
the complex digenetic history of continental shelf deposits.
Although this type of diagenesis is 1linked with eustatic sea-
level fluctuations, its net effect is to alter and obscure the

primary depositional record. The sedimentary record becomes
proportionately more complex and difficult to unravel with each
digenetic episode. Many such episodes characterized both the

Neogene and Quaternary deposits. Any given stratum may have been
repeatedly altered by successive digenetic events.

SUMMARY

The history of the Onslow Bay continental margin is
complex, with regard to both primary depositional events and
subsequent episodes of erosion and diagenesis. Unraveling its
history requires multidisciplinary research efforts and
recognition that traditional "layer-cake" stratigraphic concepts
are not applicable to this type of continental margin
depositional system.
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HYDROGRAPHY AND SEDIMENTATION ON THE CONTINENTAL
SLOPE AND RISE OFF NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA

Thomas C. Johnson
Department of Geology, Duke University Laboratory
Beaufort, North Carolina

ABSTRACT

The continental margin off North and South Carolina is very
complex in terms of 1its hydrography and sedimentation. The
north flowing Gulf Stream intersects the deeper Western Boundary
Undercurrent (WBUC) flowing southwards to create a complex
structure of salinity, temperature and turbidity. Sediments
that accumulate on the continental slope and rise are subject to
scour, erosion and transport by these two major current systems.
In addition, there is widespread downslope transport of sediment
by mass wasting. Much of the deep water circulation pattern was
established around 35 million vyears ago (ma). Distinct
erosional pulses occurred at 17, 11-12 and 2-3 ma. The onset of
glacial/interglacial conditions that are characteristic of the
Pleistocene began at about 2.4 ma. The WBUC has varied
significantly in strength during the past 100,000 vyears. It
decreased steadily from about 30,000 to 12,000 years ago (ka).
At 12 ka there was a major resurgence of the WBUC, marking the
end of the last major ice age.

INTRODUCTION

The North Carolina continental margin marks an important
oceanic boundary in the western North Atlantic. It separates a
temperate environment to the north of Cape Hatteras from a
subtropical environment to the south. A wide diversity of flora
and fauna are found on the North Carolina shelf in part due to
the convergence of temperate and subtropical species (Kirby-
Smith, this wvol.). Cape Hatteras marks the boundary between
carbonate-rich shelf sediments off the southeastern coast and
carbonate-poor shelf sediments off the middle Atlantic and New

England States (Milliman et al., 1972). In the deep waters
farther offshore, the Gulf Stream overrides the Western Boundary
Undercurrent (WBUC) (Figure 1), creating a dynamic and complex

hydrographic environment that strongly impacts on the morphology
of the sea floor and the texture of the bottom sediments.

The purpose of this paper is to provide an overview of the
deep-water circulation and its impact on sedimentation on the
North Carolina continental slope and rise. In addition, results
of paleoceanographic studies conducted upstream and downstream
from North Carolina will be presented that summarize our present
knowledge of the history of the WBUC in the western North
Atlantic basin.
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Figure 1. Location of the Gulf Stream (stippled) and Western
Boundary Undercurrent (heavy arrows) off the east

central U.S. continental margin (after Richardson,
1977).

Geological Setting

The continental margin off North Carolina is relatively
narrow compared to most of the east coast, and has complex
structure and morphology. Tertiary sediments outcrop on much of
the Carolina shelf and dip and thicken in a seaward direction.
They are exposed or covered by only a thin blanket of sediment
on the continental slope as a result of erosion by bottom
currents (Hutchinson et al., 1982; Riggs, 1984; Riggs et al.,
1985). The Tertiary deposits are overlain by a thin and patchy
veneer of Quaternary sediments on the shelf (Riggs et al., 1985)
and they overlie a thick sequence of Jurassic and Cretaceous
rift and post-rift sediments. The Mesozoic units are up to 10 km
thick in the long, linear Carolina Trough that underlies most of
the Carolina slope (Dillon et al., 1982; Paull, this volume).
The trough is bounded on the landward side by a growth fault and
on the seaward side by a series of salt diapirs that appear to
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have been active since the Jurassic (Dillon et al., 1982;
Hutchinson et al., 1982). The salt diapirs penetrate the
continental slope in some areas at a depth of about 2500 m,
creating a hummocky topography and sediments with high salinity
in the pore waters (Paull, this volume).

The Hatteras, Pamlico and Albemarle Transverse Canyons
incise the continental slope and rise off North Carolina north
of Cape Hatteras (Rona et al., 1967; Newton and Pilkey, 1969;
Cleary et al., 1977) (Figure 2). No major canyons are found
south of Cape Hatteras, either exposed or buried (Pilkey et al.,
1971).
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Figure 2. Bathymetry of the continental margin off the
southeastern United States. Contours in meters.
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The Tertiary and Pleistocene sediments on the outer shelf
and upper slope lie in a series of prograding sedimentary lenses
that are bounded by erosional or non-depositional surfaces
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