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ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE CALIFORNIA 

PINK SHRIMP FISHERY I N  1984 

I. OVERVIEW 

T h i s  is t h e  second r e p o r t  o f  an  annual series on t h e  economic s t a t u s  o f  

t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  pink shrimp f i s h e r y .  

published as a Technical  Memorandum and is a v a i l a b l e  through t h e  Nat ional  

Marine F i s h e r i e s  Serv ice ,  Southwest Regional Office. 

The first r e p o r t  on t h e  1983 f i s h e r y  is 

The Washington, Oregon, and C a l i f o r n i a  (WOC) pink shr imp catch f e l l  t o  a 

record  low i n  1984. 

(--) were landed i n  t he  three states. 

t h e  1983 catch o f  13.3 m i l l i o n  pounds and 62 percent  below t h e  1979-1983 

c o a s t a l  average o f  35 m i l l i o n  pounds (Table  1 ) .  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  below normal; however, t h e  1984 l and ings  of 1.63 m i l l i o n  pounds 

was 44 percent  above t h e  t o t a l  o f  1.13 m i l l i o n  pounds landed i n  1983. 

b e s t  ca t ch  area s h i f t e d  back t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  product ive  beds o f f  t h e  

Eureka/Crescent Ci ty  area i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t he  large concen t r a t ion  o f  shrimp 

caught and landed i n  t he  southern  Morro Bay area i n  1983. 

A t o t a l  o f  on ly  9.9 m i l l i o n  pounds of pink shrimp 

T h i s  was 26 percent  under 

C a l i f o r n i a  l and ings  cont inued 

The 

11. COblF’ONENTS OF THE FISHERY 

The West Coast pink shrimp popula t ion  is considered t o  be a s i n g l e  

s tock.  The s tock  is  d iv ided  i n t o  10 s u b u n i t s  accord ing  to  the  phys ica l  

s epa ra t ion  o f  t h e  shrimp beds along t h e  coas t .  Those beds important  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  occur  o f f  o f  Eureka (State area A ) ,  F o r t  Bragg (area B - l ) *  Bodega 

-- ._ I-- 
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Bay (area B-2), and Morro Bay (area C) .  

g e n e r a l l y  have been t h e  most product ive.  

The Eureka/Crescent C i ty  beds 

The C a l i f o r n i a  shrimp re source  is exp lo i t ed  exc lus ive ly  by commercial 

double-r ig  and s i n g l e - r i g  o t t e r  trawl vesse l s .  The commercial f l e e t  mainly 

c o n s i s t s  o f  combination v e s s e l s  which are capable o f  swi tch ing  i n t o  t h e  

groundfish,  crab, salmon, and a lbacore  f isheries.  There i s  no r e c r e a t i o n a l  

f i s h e r y  f o r  t h e  pink shrimp resource.  

111. HARVESTING SECTOR 

The c o a s t a l  shrimp trawl f leet  cont inued t o  d e c l i n e  i n  1984. The number 

of t r awle r s1  l a n d i n g  shrimp i n  WOC f e l l  from 189 v e s s e l s  i n  1983 t o  on ly  98 

v e s s e l s  i n  1984. I n  C a l i f o r n i a  only  42 trawl v e s s e l s  landed shrimp compared 

t o  55 i n  1983. O f  these 42, 30 were based i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  10 i n  Oregon and 2 

i n  Washington. 

r e p o r t e d l y  went n o r t h  t o  f i s h  f o r  shrimp i n  Alaska, Others went t o  t he  Gulf 

o f  Mexico, f i s h e d  for  prawns o f f  o f  South America, o r  simply stopped f i s h i n g  

because o f  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

Some o f  t h e  v e s s e l s  l eav ing  t h e  WOC shrimp f i s h e r y  i n  1984 

The r e t u r n  o f  shr imping t o  t h e  Eureka/Crescent Ci ty  area l e d  C a l i f o r n i a  

trawlers t o  f i s h  more ex tens ive ly  o f f  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  1984. 

v e s s e l s  landed shrimp i n  Oregon i n  1984 compared t o  17 C a l i f o r n i a  trawlers 

S i x  C a l i f o r n i a  

1 This  is t h e  a c t u a l  number of  shrimpers p a r t i c i p a t i n g  as double count ing  o f  
v e s s e l s  has been e l imina ted .  
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making Oregon l and ings  i n  1983. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i n  1984, t e n  Oregon v e s s e l s  

migrated t o  t h e  south  and landed shrimp i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  compared t o  e leven  out- 

o f - s t a t e  Oregon v e s s e l s  l and ing  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  1983. The shrimp c a t c h  from 

t h e  Eureka/Crescent C i t y  bed was e s p e c i a l l y  product ive  l a t e  i n  t h e  season. 

The exvesse l  va lue  of C a l i f o r n i a  shr imp l and ings  i n  1984 was only  

$758,000, down 14 percent  from t h e  landed va lue  o f  shrimp recorded du r ing  t h e  

1983 season. 

exvesse l  prices. The average exvesse l  price pa id  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  shrimp f e l l  

t o  $0.465 p e r  pound compared t o  a 1983 seasonal  average p r i c e  o f  $0.52 pe r  

pound, 

pound i n  1983 t o  $0.48 per’ pound i n  1984, a 34 percent  decrease. 

Thus,  t h e  r ise  i n  l and ings  was o f f s e t  by a sha rp  d e c l i n e  i n  

Along t h e  e n t i r e  c o a s t  t h e  average  exvesse l  p r i c e  f e l l  from $0.73 pe r  

The combination of h i g h e r  l and ings  and a smaller trawl f leet  caused 

average landings  per  v e s s e l  t o  i n c r e a s e  t o  38,800 pounds f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  

shrimpers.  

pe r  ves se l .  

thousand, up 11 percent  from t h e  $16.3 thousand pe r  v e s s e l  du r ing  1983. Thus, 

Ca l i fo rn ia  shrimp trawl v e s s e l  ea rn ings  appear  t o  have recovered somewhat from 

t h e  extremely low l e v e l  o f  1983. 

cons iderably  below average i n  1984. 

I n  1983, shrimp trawlers landed a n  average o f  j u s t  20,500 pounds 

Average g r o s s  revenues pe r  v e s s e l  increased  s l i g h t l y  t o  $18 

However, ea rn ings  from shrimp were still 
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The t r a d i t i o n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  fisheries f o r  shrimp trawl v e s s e l s  were 

l i m i t e d  aga in  i n  1984. 

higher (9,300 m i l l i o n  pounds) t han  t h e  record  low of 7,500 m i l l i o n  pounds 

landed i n  1983. 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  du r ing  t h e  p a s t  three y e a r s  due t o  t h e  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l s  

implemented t o  l i m i t  l and ings  o f  s e v e r a l  r o c k f i s h  s p e c i e s  on the  West Coast. 

The once l u c r a t i v e  Dungeness crab f i s h e r y  has  become an  u n r e l i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

f o r  shr impers  s i n c e  l and ings  have been extremely low i n  r e c e n t  years .  

Therefore ,  w i t h  few p r o f i t a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  shrimp trawlers probably were no t  

able t o  compensate f o r  t h e  second consecut ive  yea r  o f  extremely poor shrimp 

product ion. 

Alaskan pink shrimp trawl l and ings  were only  s l i g h t l y  

Product ion i n  t h e  west c o a s t  g roundf ish  f i s h e r y  has  dec l ined  

The s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  shrimp l and ings  was due t o  t h e  r e t u r n  

of larger shrimp t o  t h e  normally product ive  n o r t h  beds o f f  Eureka/Crescent 

City.  Landings i n  t h e  Eureka/Crescent Ci ty  area recovered t o  over  1.3 m i l l i o n  

pounds, an  i n c r e a s e  of over  300 pe rcen t  from 1983 (Table  2). These shrimp 

were p r i m a r i l y  80-count p e r  pound size and were caught  mostly i n  September and 

October. Adding hope f o r  t he  f u t u r e  recovery i n  t h e  shrimp resource  was t h e  

abundance of zero-age shrimp appear ing  i n  t h e  catch a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  1984 

season  (Ta l l ey  1985). 

of large sized shrimp off a l l  t h r e e  states dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  1985 

season,  suggesting t h a t  t h e  shrimp re source  may improve more next  year .  

Another p o s i t i v e  development has been t h e  good catches 
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I V .  CALIFORNIA PROCESSORS AND MARKETS 

C a l i f o r n i a  pink shr imp product ion has  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been i n  cooked and 

peeled shr imp form, f rozen  and vacuum packed i n  f i v e  pound t i n s .  A smaller 

amount o f  shrimp is s o l d  f r e s h  t o  r e s t a u r a n t s  and re ta i l  f r e s h  f i s h  o u t l e t s .  

Wholesale prices f o r  t h e  vacuum-packed product i n  1984 were between $3.50-4.25 

p e r  pound, compared t o  a 1983 p r i c e  range o f  $3.60-4.50. 

sa les  o f  t h e  t inned  product were repor t ed ly  down f o r  c o a s t a l  processors .  

Ta l ley  (1985) r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  cont inued impor ta t ion  o f  low-priced 

i n d i v i d u a l l y  quick f rozen  (IQF) shr imp from Norway hindered sales o f  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  product  form produced by domestic shrimp processors .  

t o  compete w i t h  t h e  f o r e i g n  IQF product,  c o a s t a l  shrimp processors  began t o  

produce a similar IQF product i n  large q u a n t i t i e s  and a t  low p r i c e s  (Ta l l ey  

1985). Coastal  p rocessors  pa id  cons iderably  lower exvesse l  p r i c e s  f o r  shrimp 

i n  1984 t o  enable  them t o  s e l l  the  IQF product  a t  compet i t ive  p r i ces .  I n  June 

1984 t h e  West Coast IQF product  s o l d  f o r  $2.50 pe r  pound and even tua l ly  

dropped as  low as $2.20 pe r  pound when Norway lowered IQF product p r i c e s  

f u r t h e r  du r ing  t h e  season. 

a t  such low l e v e l s ,  revenues from shrimp product ion f e l l  for  c o a s t a l  shrimp 

processors ,  even though t h e  newly in t roduced  IQF shrimp product r epor t ed ly  

sold well. 

A t  t h e  1984 price, 

I n  an  e f f o r t  

With shrimp s u p p l i e s  l i m i t e d  and processor  p r i c e s  
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The reduced U.S. supply of west coas t  shrimp and i n f l a t e d  va lue  o f  t h e  

U.S. d o l l a r  have r e s u l t e d  i n  imports  o f  large q u a n t i t i e s  o f  Norwegian shrimp 

i n t o  domestic markets over  the  l a s t  two years. I n  1984, Norwegian imports  o f  

peeled f r e s h  and f rozen  sh r imp  increased  30 percent  t o  10.5 m i l l i o n  pounds 

(Table 3 ) ;  however, t h i s  was cons iderably  less than  t h e  300 percent  i nc rease  

i n  peeled shrimp imported from Norway i n  1983. 

Norwegian shrimp imports  has  slowed because o f  t h e  success  U.S. producers  

enjoyed i n  market ing t h e i r  low-priced IQF product i n  1984 (Ta l l ey  1985). The 

movement o f  west coas t  shrimp s u p p l i e s  is reflected by the  l e v e l  o f  co ld  

s to rage  shrimp holdings.  Domestic and f o r e i g n  hold ings  o f  peeled shrimp 

t o t a l e d  3.6 m i l l i o n  pounds i n  December 1983, compared t o  only  1.3 m i l l i o n  

pounds i n  storage a t  t h e  end o f  December 1984 (Tal ley  1985). 

The ra te  o f  i n c r e a s e  i n  
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