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ABSTRACT

As a result of the Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976 and the

planning and imposition of Fishery Management Plans in the U.S., the number

of requests and demands for historical, current, and new kinds of fishery

data has increased dramatically. These demands are often well beyond the

ability of present staff to respond, well beyond the limitations of avail-

able and anticipated economic resources, and well beyond the limitations of

data collection systems presently in use. In such a climate, there is an

understandable and reasonable desire to maximize the informational return.

However, as noted by Wenk (1972), “the federal role at sea has not been

continuous or well planned but has grown in a random succession of separate

legislative assignments.” For example, the National Marine Fisheries

is authorized to collect biological, economic, social, and other data

many different statutes (see page. 2).

Service

under;

The resulting potential for duplicative effort and inefficiency has been great.

In order to fulfill their obligations under such a diversity of authorizations,

data collection and management systems often subscribe unnecessarily to a

variety of recording, storage, and reporting formats. More importantly,

computer technology now makes much of the human time and effort involved in

current collection and analysis methodology unnecessary.

This report is part of an effort to describe and evaluate the present

data collection systems now operating within the SEFC of the NMFS in order

1) to facilitate the flow of information in a more timely and continuous

manner, 2) to identify and eliminate unnecessary duplication, 3) to deter-

mine those components of the collection and analysis process which may more

easily and accurately be accomplished by computers and 4) to recommend for

implementation those procedures which seem likely to contribute to a better

data collection system.
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Introduction: The directory

collected by the Statistical

is intended to serve as: 1)

of Technical and Information

identifies all basic data elements now being

Surveys Division (Fisheries Surveys. Task) and

a basic information

Management Services

source document for unifying, consolidating, and

and analysis procedures.

document to those outside

(TIMS), and 2) as a

streamlining the collection

Objective: The purpose of this directory is to publish a comprehensive

listing of the data collection activities conducted by the Statistical Sur-

veys Division in the Southeast Region of the United States., This will

acquaint fishermen, researchers, biologists, councils, fisheries associations,

government agencies, universities, and other interested groups and citizens

with the activities of the Division, and the types of information available.

Description of Data Collection Activities of the Statistical Surveys Division:

The Fishery Management Plans currently being developed by the three Councils

in the Southeast Region under 94-265, the Fishery Conservation and Management

Act of 1976, require that certain statistical data be collected for their

implementation and provide information to conserve, manage and develop the

fishery resources and to promote commercial and recreational fishing under

sound conservation and management principles.

The use of commercial and recreational fisheries statistics are many and

varied, but primarily include providing information to: Commercial fisher-

men, wholesalers, dealers, recreational fishermen, marine research biologists,

the three Councils of the Southeast Region and Program Managers/Laboratory

Directors within the Southeast Region. Additionally, fishery statistics



information is used to make management decisions to protect this extremely

valuable resource that provides food, employment and recreation. Accurate,
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dependable and available data are needed to support the Fishery Management

Plans on important species of fish in the Southeast Region so as to prevent

overfishing while achieving optimum yield.

NMFS is authorized to collect biological, economic, social, and other data

under the following statutes:

- Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1934; 16 U.S.C. 661

- Fishery Market News Service Act of 1937; 50 Stat. 296

- Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946; 7 U.S.C. 1621

- Farrington Act of 1947; 16 U.S.C. 758

- Atlantic Coast Fish Study for Development and Protection of

Fish Resources, 1950; 16 U.S.C. 951

- Tuna Convention Act of 1950; 16 U.S.C. 951

- Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act of 1954;

7 U.S.C. 1704

- Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956; 16 U.S.C. 742(a)

- Marine Migratory Sportfish Act of 1959; 16 U.S.C. 760

- Commercial Fisheries Research and Development Act of 1965;

16 U.S.C. 779

- Atlantic Tunas Convention Act of 1975; 16 U.S.C. 971

- Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976; 16 U.S.C. 1801

Technical and Information Management Services - Mission Statement

The Office of Technical and Information Management Services is charged with

the coordination and management of the Southeast Fisheries Center’s data
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management and

implementation

efforts of the

statistical program. The requirements for the development,

and maintenance of regional data bases include the joint

Statistical Surveys Division and the Statistical Design

Division, operating in an integrated program.

Mission of the Statistical Surveys Division: The Statistical

Division.- serves as the Center’s Fisheries Surveys/Statistics

for: all survey activity involving the collection of fishery

biological samples, and socioeconomic data from the public in

Surveys

Task, responsible

catch effort,

the Southeast

Region, for Center research and FMP management under FCMA; design, imple-

mentation, operation, and management of surveys to provide current marketing

information on shrimp landings, and timely dissemination of statistical data

on fisheries resources to users; development of State/Federal cooperative

data collection systems within the region; arranging for procurement as

necessary; and providing advice and comments as required on fishery items of

timely interest to NMFS, Regional Fishery Management Councils, other Federal,

State, and local agencies, and to members of the commercial and recreational

fisheries.

Mission of the Statistical Design Division: The Statistical Design Division

functions as the focal point for statistical research

Division provides the overview and integration of all

or monitored by the Center, and designs statistically

sampling techniques and systems which are implemented

Surveys Division.

in the Center. This

surveys conducted

valid and efficient

by the Statistical

*Surveys: Some of the surveys the Statistical Surveys Division routinely conducts

are: 1) Monthly Surveys of commercial landings and prices of shrimp, fish,
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and shellfish by species in the Southeast Region; 2) General Canvass

for input to the Annual Issue of the Statistical Digest of the Fishery

Statistics of the U.S.; 3)

4) Current shrimp landings

Special purpose surveys as

Special surveys of recreational fisheries;

data for Market News Reports; and 5)

required.

Current Objectives of the Statistical Surveys Division:

are to: 1) review and comment on all FMPS's statistical

2) plan for the collection of the minimum data on catch,

The current objectives

reporting requirements;

effort, bioprofiles

and socio-economic information needed to manage this fishery (FMP) under FCMA

based on resources provided; 2) develop, continue State/Federal Cooperative

Systems of data collection with NC, SC, GA, AL, LA, MS, and TX; 4) implement

all surveys involving the collection of catch and effort data from the

public; 2) conduct monthly surveys of landings and prices of shrimp, fish,

and shellfish by species in the Southeast Region; 6)conduct quarterly

and annual surveys of processed food and industrial fish; 7) prepare

compilations of operating units-vessels, boats, number and quantity of

gear, and persons engaged in full and part-time fishing; 8) disseminate

statistical data on fishery resources; 9) collect biological samples as

needed in support of scientific investigations. (Bioprofiles include such

things as: length, weight, sex,. otoliths, scales, species, area and date

of catch, and stomach contents); 10) conduct a detailed 30% effort (vessel,

area, depth, gear, (X time fished) interview survey by port agents of the Gulf
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Shrimp Fishery; 11) provide port agents as needed to recover shrimp tags in

TX, LA, and MS; 12) conduct special surveys of recreational fisheries to

collect catch, effort, biological, and socio-economic data; 13) collect

the required stone crab data by FMP through logbooks and sales receipts;

14) provide current marketing “information on shrimp landings by species,

count size and area along with current prices; 15) provide other items of

timely interest to the fishery industry such as, fuel costs and availability;

and 16) cooperate with Salt Dome contractor

viewing shrimp fishermen to obtain detailed

port agents who will be inter-

effort information by trip.

*Methodology Used: The approaches to be used on these

Complete census when possible and sampling plans when

impractical; Personal interviews by port agents, mail

projects are:

census is

questionnaires;

Survey design, quality control, internal management (budget, personnel,

planning and communications); Value and cost of data/sample size;

Survey implementation; Management of contracts for

Workshops, meetings, attendance/participation; and

data collection;

Economic systems

analysis.

*Types of Data Collected: Catch, effort, biological and socio-economic

data on all commercial species groups will be collected, and selected

recreational species.

Contractural Data Collection Activities: Contract activities that are
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planned for this fiscal year are as follows: A contract with a

university or private firm for Oceanic Pelagics - Atlantic Bluefin

Tuna/Billfish Sport Fishery Survey.

‘State Cooperation: The Statistical Surveys Division utilizes NMFS

sources of fisheries data, and maintains liaison for acquiring data

from s&e organizations such as Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Florida Department of

Natural Resources, Georgia Fish and Game Commission, North Carolina

Department of Natural and Economic Resources, South Carolina Wildlife

and Marine Resources Department, Alabama Department of Conservation

and Natural Resources, and Mississippi Marine Conservation Commission.

Additionally, a data and information exchange is maintained with

certain private and state universities.

‘State/Federal Data Collection Cooperatives: The current plan for in-

creased data collection for the future calls for the negotiation of

cooperative agreements between NMFS and all Southern Coastal States,

which is considered the best method for the needed collection and

management of catch and effort data on all important species identified

in the Fishery Management Plans. Currently, there is a formal data

collection agreement with North Carolina, and an informal one with

Texas.
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Organization of the Directory: The data collection activities of the

Statistical Surveys Division have been categorized into four major areas

of endeavor. This stratification will prove to be convenient for persons

seeking information, by directing them to their proper area of interest.

Many information requests come from those who are not aware of the Divisions’s

different programs, and do not know what information is available.

Data Collection Activities of the Statistical Surveys Division - by Major

Area of Specialty:

I. National Data - U.S. Series:

The information gathered for this group is forwarded to

Washington, D.C., where it is tabulated into National data.

This is also true for the General Canvass Group, however,

the two are treated separately in this publication, in order

to illustrate the difference in the data collection effort.

Reports generated for this group are:

Monthly Cold Storage Report

Fish Sticks and Portions

Production of Breaded Shrimp

Processed Fishery Products - Monthly

Menhaden Meal, Oil, and Solubles

Monthly Shrimp Statistics (Preliminary)
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II. State Landings Program:

This area of activity consumes the major portion of each field

agent's time. Agents are responsible for the collection,

verification, tabulation, and timely submittal of landings

reports from every active dealer within their area, on a monthly

and tri-weekly basis. The data are ultimately tabulated into

monthly printouts for each state within the Southeast Region.

The states involved in the Monthly Landings Program are:

North Carolina

South Carolina

Georgia

F lor ida

Alabama

Mississippi

Louisiana

Texas

III. Survey Group

TIMS is charged with the design and implementation of all surveys

involving the collection of data from the public. Survey data

collection activities involve the efforts of Fishery Research

Biologists, Fishery Reporting Specialists, aids, temporary
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personnel, and contractors. Surveys recently completed, as

well as those currently in progress are:

Detailed Shrimp Landings Program

Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Survey

Stone Crab Survey - (FWP Mandated)

Billfish Survey

South Atlantic Headboat Survey

Oceanic Gamefish Investigations

IV. Annual General Canvass and Year-End Data:

From January until June, agents responsible for the completion

of data from the various states will be busily involved with

the General Canvass, and Year-End Data. The reports making

up the Year-End Data are generally preliminary, and have

deadline dates in January and February. The General Canvass

reports are final, and have due dates falling from Febraury

through June. These reports must all be prepared in addition

to routine daily, weekly, and monthly data collection efforts.

The reports listed under this category are:

Landings at Principal Fishing Ports

Processed Products and Wholesale Dealer Survey

Summary of Operating Units and Landings; Mississippi

River.
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Landings by Distance from Shore

Disposition of Domestic Catch, Fish, and Shellfish - Month

Domestic Catch of Fish and Shellfish and their specific

use

Number of Commercial

Disposition Summary,

and Ind. purposes

Operating Units Data

General Canvass Fish

Fishermen on Vessels, Boats, and Shore

U.S. Commercial Catch for Food

- Boats and Shore

and Shellfish Landings

Mollusk Data Conversions, by State

Year-End Data

Directory Update: This directory will be updated as new

old ones are completed. Memoranda will be issued to all

offices for inclusion in the directory as a supplemental

subsequent to the original publication of this directory

update information.

projects develop, or

Statistical Division,

data update. Issues

will contain the latest

Publications and Periodicals: The following are published by the U.S. Department

of Commerce:

Basic Economic

Canned Fishery

Data Reports

Indicators

Products

Fish Meal and Oil

Fish Sticks, Fish Portions, and Breaded Shrimp
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Fisheries of the United States

Fishing Information Reports 

Fishery Bulletin

Fishery Statistics of the United States

Gulf Coast Shrimp Data

Imports and Exports of Fishery Products

Industrial Fishery Products

Marine Gamefish Newsletters

Market News Reports

Market Review and Outlook Reports

NOAA News Releases (Fisheries)

NOAA Technical Memoranda NMFS

NOAA Technical Report NMFS CIRC 

NOAA Technical Report NMFS SSRF

Processed Fishery Products

Production of Fish Fillet and Steaks

Sectional Summaries

Shrimp Landings

State Landings Bulletins

Forms Listing, Numbering, and Identification: This section lists each form

by major activity area, form identification number, and name. Some of the

worksheets and forms may not have ID numbers, therefore, they are grouped

closest to others most similar to their activity type.
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I. National Data - U.S. Summaries:

Form No. Name

Processed Fishery Products - Monthly
Production Report

Monthly Cold Storage Fish Report

Menhaden Processors Report

Production of Fish Sticks, Portions, and
Breaded or Batter Dipped Shrimp, 1-3 Qtr.

Production of Fish Sticks, Portions, and
Breaded or Batter Dipped Shrimp, 4th Qtr.

Production of Breaded Shrimp, 1-3 Qtr.

Production of Breaded Shrimp, 4th Qtr.

Monthly Shrimp Statistics (Preliminary)

































28-A
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
National Marine Fisheries Service

546 Carondelet St., New Orleans, LA 70130
November 19, 1979



III. U.S. cold storage holdings of shrimp, October 31, 1979 (thousands of pounds)

*Includes cooked and peeled and sun dried.

V. Count size composition of shrimp imports at selected ports of entry: (000 pounds)
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II. State Landings Program:

Form No. Name

Report of Fish & Shellfish Caught
or Purchased from Fishermen in
Louisiana

State Landings - Fish & Shellfish
Purchases - Alabama & Mississippi

Monthly Report of Fish & Shellfish
Caught or Purchased from Fishermen
at Georgia Ports.

Report of Fish or Shellfish Caught
or Purchased from Fishermen in
North Carolina

South Carolina Wildlife & Marine
Resources Dept. -Monthly Landings
Report

Dept. of Natural Resources/NMFS -
Florida Monthly Landings Report

as Parks & Wildlife Dept.
commercial Fish Landings, Individual
es Transaction
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III. Survey Group:

Form No.

Billfish Survey

Name

Detailed Shrimp Landings Program:

Field Worksheet - Shrimp Trip Interview

Shrimp Purchases - Dealer Schedule

Shrimp Trip Interview

Shrimp Landings Pickup Sheet

Other Surveys:

Fishing Vessel Record - Stone Crab Fishery

Dealer Record - Stone Crab Fishery

Atlantic Bluefin Tuna - Interview Log

Oceanic Gamefish Investigations - Big
Game Fishing Log

South Atlantic Headboat Survey - Port Sampler
Form and Code Sheet

South Atlantic Headboat Survey - Daily Catch
Record (Carolinas)

South Atlantic Headboat Survey - Daily Catch
Record (FL - GA)

South Atlantic Headboat Survey - Questionnaire
for Headboat Fishermen

South Atlantic Headboat Survey - Headboat
Activity Report

South Atlantic Headboat Survey - Weekly
Activity Report



















FISHING VESSEL RECORD - STONE CRAB FISHERY



FISHING VESSEL RECORD - STONE CRAB FISHERY





DEALER RECORD-STONE CRAB FISHERY
(PURCHASES OF STONE CRAB CLAWS FROM FISHERMEN)



DEALER RECORD - STONE CRAB FISHERY
(PURCHASES OF STONE CRAB CLAWS FROM FISHERMEN)
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Instructions for Completing Oceanic Gamefish Investigation Log Sheets

This is the new log sheet for the Billfish Program; and as of January 1,
1979, all information must be recorded on the new log. The computer
program has been changed to this new format. Never send in old log sheets
again. Please write as legibly as possible. Never put data from two
different days on a log sheet. Try to put as many pieces of data as
possible on a log sheet. If a boat hooks. more than one fish, enter data
in appropriate squares under the 1st record. There Is no need to write
boat name more than once. On log sheets Indicate whether tournament or
non tournament. If it is a tournament, the correct and complete name of
the tournament must be written on the first page.

For sampler, write in the name of tire person collecting data.

Squares:

leave blank
leave blank
leave blank
write In appropriate source code (see attached source code
list) leave blank if the tournament does not appear on list.
Put in date (January 1, 1979 - 790101)
Wind direction (use 360° compass bearings. Wind from the
South - 18).
Wind speed (wind at 10 knots = 10)
sea state (Height of waves - for five foot waves enter OS).
Sky cover (Use a scale of from 0 to 9. Zero being no sky
cover and 9 being overcast
Enter boat name just as It appears on the transom of boat’.
Make sure boat name is spelled the same for each day of fish-
ing. Enter as much of boat name as possible (Note in remarks)
Put in time start fishing.. Use 24 hour clock (If time start
is 8:00 in the morning, record 080). Use tenths of hours for
additional time (e.g. 0830 would be 085).
Put In hours fished (If time fished is 6 hours, put in 060).
Use tenths of hours here also.
Use bait code at bottom of log sheet.
Use fishing technique code at bottom of sheet.
Enter species code from bottom of log sheet.
Enter time fish was hooked. Use 24 hour clock.
Enter time that fighting the fish coded. Use 24 hour clock;
Enter result code from bottom of log sheet.
Enter lower jaw to fork of tail length In centimeters. (If
fish is 150 centimeters, enter 150.0. If fish is 20.5 cm,
enter 020.9).
Enter sex code from bottom of log sheet
Enter weight of fish in pounds. Fill In all squares. If fish
weighs 150 pounds enter 01500. If fish weighs 45 pounds,
enter 00450.

Remarks: For samplers notes.
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BILLFISH SURVEY
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE, NOAA SOUTHEAST FISHERS CENTER

Dear Boat Owner:

Since the extension of U.S. jurisdiction to the 200 mile limit and establishment of Fishery Management Councils, it has become
essential to obtain as much information as possible about our coastal resources to support the Councils in their development of
Fishery Management Plans. These Fishery Management Plans are being developed to ensure the continued abundance of our
coastal resources for use by the American fisherman. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has been tasked with
conducting a survey of, recreational fishing for billfish and sharks along the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic coasts of the United
States. and the Caribbean fishery around Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Information gained by this survey will sup-
port many endeavors, including the South Atlantic Council in their plans for refining the Billfish Fishery Management Plan.

Because we can survey only a portion of the fishing population, the answers received from participants represent the answers
of many. For this reason, it is very important that you answer all questions as accurately as possible. Your voluntary partici-
pation in this survey is extremely important and greatly appreciated. The information you provide is confidential and will be
used for statistical purposes only. Please complete this questionnaire and return it to us as soon as possible.

Thank you very much for
your cooperation

Sincerely.

NOAA 88-930 Dr. Richard J. Berry
Acting Director
Southeast Fisheries Center
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DAILY CATCH RECORD (CAROLINAS)

All data collected Is for the exclusive and confidential use of the

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE, BEAUFORT. N. C.



6 5  

DAILY CATCH RECORD (FLORIDA-GEORGIA)

All data collected Is for the exclusive and confidential use of the
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE, BEAUFORT, N.C.
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IV. General Canvas -Year End Data Group:

Form No. Name

* Landings at Principal Fishing Ports

Fishery Products Report: U.S. Processors &
Wholesalers ,  Annual

Mississippi River & Tributaries

Mississippi River & Tributaries
Operating Units&Landings

* Landings By Distance Caught from Shore

* Disposition of Domestic Catch of Fish &
Shellfish by Months

Landings Record

Summary of

* Domestic Catch of Fish & Shellfish & their
specific use.

Number of Commercial Fishermen on Vessels,
Boats & Shore

* Disposition Summary of U.S. Catch for food
and Industrial purposes

Operating Units Data - Boat & Shore

General Canvas Fish & Shellfish Landings

Mollusk Data Conversions - by State

l Year End Data
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Landings at Principal Fishing Ports, 1979

Note:--Enter those ports with landings either greater than 5,000,OOO pounds
or valued at more than $4,500,000.
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