
NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS F/NWC-14

All-nation Removals
of Groundfish, Herring, and Shrimp
from the Eastern Bering Sea
and Northeast Pacific Ocean,
1964-80

Sueto Murai, Harold A. Gangmark,
and
Robert R. French

September 1981

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service

This TM series is used for documentation and timely communication of preliminary results,
interim reports, Or special purpose information, and have not received complete formal
r e v i e w .  e d i t o r i a l  c o n t r o l ,  o r  d e t a i l e d  e d i t i n g .  



ALL-NATION REMOVALS OF GROUNDFISH,
HERRING, AND SHRIMP FROM THE EASTERN BERING SEA AND

NORTHEAST PACIFIC OCEAN,
1964-80

Sueto Murai,
Harold A. Gangmark,

and
Robert R. French

Northwest and Alaska Fisheries Center
National Marine Fisheries Service

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
2725 Montlake Boulevard East
Seattle, Washington 98112

September 1981



CONTENTS

Page

Background ............................................................... 1
References ............................................................... 5

FIGURES

1. Statistical areas in the U.S. fishery conservation zone in the Bering
Sea and Northeast Pacific Ocean..................................... 2

TABLES

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

20.

Chronology of foreign fishing activities off the U.S. Pacific Coast. 3
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1964 ....... 6
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1965 ....... 8
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1966 ....... 10
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1967 ....... 12
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1968 ....... 14
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1969 ....... 16
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1970 ....... 18
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1971 ....... 20
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1972 ....... 22
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1973 ....... 24
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1974 ....... 26
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1975 ....... 28
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1976 ....... 30
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1977 ....... 32
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1978 ....... 34
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1979 ....... 36
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species by joint
ventures, 1979. Provisional estimates .............................. 38
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1980.
Provisional estimates ............................................... 39
All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species-by joint
ventures, 1980. Provisional estimates .............................. 40



1

BACKGROUND

Under provisions of the U.S. Fishery Conservation and Management Act of

1976 (FCMA), all foreign nations permitted to fish in the fishery conservation

zone (established by the act) must report catch statistics by given

statistical areas (Figure 1). Provisional reports must be submitted weekly by

large statistical areas, and by May 30 of the following year, annual catch

statistics must be submitted by lo long. by 1/2º lat. areas of the fishery

conservation zone (FCZ). Catches must be shown by designated species or

species groups which may change from year to year as requested by the United

States. These reporting requirements have led to a more uniform body of catch

statistics than heretofore available.

In prior years, catch statistics, if reported at all, were often for

large areas and were lacking in detail for scientific use. Forrester et al.

(1978) compiled historical catch and effort statistics for the groundfish

fishery of the North Pacific Ocean and included statistics for Canada, Japan,

the United States, the USSR, and the Republic of Korea (ROK). Catch data of

other nations fishing in the northeastern Pacific were not included. A

chronology of foreign fishing activities is shown in Table 1.

In attempts to bring together recent statistics for all nations fishing

in the North Pacific, Larkins (1975) compiled best estimates of catch data by

statistical areas useful for scientists studying trends of various fisheries.

These statistics were based on 1) reports submitted to the International North

Pacific Fisheries Commission (INPFC) by Canada, Japan, and the United States;

2) from statistics submitted to the Pacific Marine Fisheries Commission; and

3) from data obtained during bilateral meetings with non-member nations of
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Figure 1 .--Statistical areas in the U.S. fishery conservation zone
in the Bering Sea and northeast Pacific Ocean.
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Table 1 .--Chronology of foreign fishing activities off the U.S.
Pacific Coast.

1.

2. U.S.S.R. 1/

3.

4. Republic of China (Taiwan) 1/

5. Republic of Poland 1/
Began fishing operations in 1973 in the Bering Sea (ceased in 1974), Gulf
of Alaska and coasts of California, Oregon, and Washington.

6. Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany)
Some fishing activities off the coasts of California, Oregon, and
Washington in the years 1974-75 but does not have catch allocation at the
present time.

7.

8.

9 .

Japan 1/
Operated in the North Pacific-Bering Sea areas from 1930 to 1941. Fishing
activities stopped during World War II. Resumed Bering Sea Fishery in
1954 and entered the Gulf of Alaska fishery and California-oregon-
Washington coastal fishery in 1962.

Began fishing operations in 1958 in the eastern Bering Sea and in the Gulf
of Alaska and in 1972 off the coasts of Washington, Oregon, and
California.

Republic of Korea (South Korea) l/
Began fishing operations in 1966 in the eastern Bering Sea and appeared in
the Gulf of Alaska in 1972. Fishing off the coasts of California, Oregon,
and Washington started in 1974.

Began fishing operations in the eastern Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska in
1974. Fishing vessels were reported off the coasts of California, Oregon,
and Washington in 1976 and 1977.

German Democratic Republic (East Germany)
Some fishing activities in the years 1973-76 but does not have catch
allocation at the present time.

Bulgaria
Fished in 1976 but has no catch allocation at the present time.

Mexico l/
Awarded catch allocation from 1978 but did not use the right to fish in
1978.

1/ Countries that were awarded catch allocations and were
actively engaged in fishing in 1979.
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INPFC. Other fisheries data were based on personal communication with various

scientific delegations and from reports issued by the Law Enforcement Branches

of the Alaska and Northwest Regional Offices of the National Marine Fisheries

Service. These reports cover foreign fishing vessel sightings, boardings, and

operations of the enforcement branches. Original statistics of Japanese and

Soviet catches of yellowfin sole and other flounders in the Bering Sea were

revised by Wakabayashi and Bakkala (1978), and these revised data were

included in the compilation presented here. If the totals for the two groups

differed from those originally listed, adjustments were made to totals for

"other fish" in order to retain the listed grand totals for the nation/area.

In 1968 area totals were revised to accommodate revised catch data on

flounder.

The purpose of this statistical compilation (Tables 2-20) is to provide

in a single document a summary of the best estimate of catches for the years

1964-80, by species and convenient statistical areas, of all available catch

data. In addition, data from joint ventures between U.S. fishermen and

processing vessels of ROK, Poland, and the USSR are compiled in Tables 18 and

20. This kind of fishery, whereby U.S. vessels delivered catches to foreign

processing vessels, started in 1979. The data are not reported as foreign

catches nor are they reported as domestic landings. The sources of the 1977-

78 data are the annual submissions by foreign nations permitted to fish in the

U.S. fishery conservation zone and from records provided by Canada and the

various states which report U.S. catch statistics. The 1979-80 data on

foreign catches in the FCZ are provisional estimates of the catch based in

part on U.S. observer data. The data from Canada for 1979-80 and the United

States for 1978-80 are incomplete. It is intended that the provisional catch

statistics be updated with official records in future years, as appropriate.
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Table 2 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1964.

Region and
species US Canada Japan USSR1/ Total
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Table 2 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1964--Cont.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR1/ Total

Data from Int. North Pac. Fish. Comm.
2 / For the entire N.E. Pacific region.
3/ Caught in the 1964-65 season.
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Table 3 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1965.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR Total
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Table 3 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1965--Cont.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR Total

1 / Catch is for the entire N.E. Pacific area.
2 / Caught in the 1965-66 season.



Table 4 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1966.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR ROK1/ Total
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Table 4 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1966--Cont.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR ROK1/ Total

1/ First year of operation. Catch figures not available.
2 / Caught in the 1966-67 season.
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Table 5 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1967.

Region and
species US Canada Japan USSR ROK Total
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Table 5 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1967--Cont.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR ROK Total

1 / Caught in the 1967-68 season.
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Table 6.--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1968.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR ROK Total
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Table 6.--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1968--Cont.

Region and
species US Canada Japan USSR ROK Total

1/ Caught in the 1968-69 season.
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Table 7 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1969.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR ROK Total



17

Table 7 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1969--Cont.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR ROK Total

l/- Caught in the 1969-70 season.
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Table 8 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1970.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR ROK Total
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Table 8 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1970--Cont.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR ROK Total

1/ Caught in the 1970-71 season.
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Table 9.--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1971.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR ROK Total
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Table 9 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1971--Cont.

1 / caught in the 1971-72 season.
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Table l0.--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1972.
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Table 10 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1972--Cont.
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Table 11 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1973.
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Table 11 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1973--Cont.

Began operations in August with 1 vessel off Oregon.
2 / May include some catch taken off Alaska.
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Table 12 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1974.

Region and 2 /

species us Canada Japan USSR Poland:' R O K
Germany Total
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Table 12. --All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1974--Cont.
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Table 13 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1975.
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Table 13 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1975--Cont.

Region and East
species us Canada Japan USSR Poland ROK Taiwan Germany, Total

West
1/

1/ Three vessels from East Germany and 2 vessels from West Germany.
2 / Caught in the 1975-76 season.
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1/

Table 14 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1976.

Region and
species us Canada Japan USSR Poland ROK East Bulgaria Total

Germany
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Table 14 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1976 Cont.

1/ Catch data from Taiwan not available; 1 or 2 vessels used.
2 / Caught in the 1976-77 season.
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Table 15 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1977.
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Table 15 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1977--Cont.

1/-- Caught in the 1977-78 season.



34

Table 16 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1978.

Region and 1/
species U S Canada Japan USSR Poland ROK Taiwan Total
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Table 16 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1978--Cont.

Region and
species US Canada Japan USSR Poland ROK Taiwan Total

1/ Data from California preliminary.
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Table 17 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1979.

Region and
s p e c i e s US1/ Canada:' Japan USSR Poland?' ROK Taiwan Total
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Table 17 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1979-Cont.

1 / Data not available.
2 / Incomplete.
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Table 18.--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species by joint ventures,
1979. Provisional estimates.

1/ 1979 was the first year of joint-venture fisheries.
2/ Catches of rougheye, shortraker, northern, and sharpchin rockfish were reported combined

with Pacific ocean perch in 1979.

A
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Table 19 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, 1980. provisional

estimates.

l/ Data not available.
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Table 20 .--All-nation catches of groundfish and associated species, by joint ventures,
1980. provisional estimates.

Region and us- us- us- TOTAL
species ROK USSR Poland
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