


Appendix A. Interview guide

Stories of Conservation Success
We invite you to participate in a social science research project with The Joint Institute of Marine and Atmospheric Research (JIMAR)/University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa and NOAA’s Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center. The purpose of this research is to collect stories from fishermen to increase awareness of industry efforts to avoid protected species interactions. Your stories of conservation success can help scientists, managers, and the general public better understand what fishermen go through to mitigate protected species interactions. Your participation in this study is voluntary and your responses will not be tied to you or your business in any way. Findings from this study will be presented anonymously or in the aggregate and may be used to improve safety while handling protected species and improve communication about them by fishery managers (The Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council and NMFS). Interviews should take 20-30 minutes. If you have any questions please contact Adam Ayers (adam.ayers@noaa.gov, 808-725-5347) or Kirsten Leong (kirsten.leong@noaa.gov, 808-725-5398).

Interview Guide (Captains)

Background
1. Before we begin, do you have any questions?
2. Where are you from and how did you get into longlining in Hawai’i? Probes:
a. How long have you been fishing? How long have you been longlining in Hawai‘i?
Effectiveness of protected species guidelines and regulations
3. Which guidelines or regulations are most effective at preventing the catch of protected species or ensuring their survival after they were caught? Which make the most sense? Probes: 
a. Gear modifications?
b. Regulations?
c. Trainings?
d. Scientific information?
e. Innovative avoidance/mitigation measures developed by industry?
f. Other – please describe. 
4. Which protected species regulations are the most challenging to follow or the most burdensome? How would you change them?
5. Before you start fishing, how do protected species regulations and guidelines affect fishing trips (for example, side-setting, blue dyed bait, regulations that restrict where and when you fish)? Probes:
a. Do they slow you down?
b. Increase costs?
c. Affect profitability?
d. Endanger crew safety?
e. Add additional stress?
f. Other – please describe.
Ideas to Improve Training
6. How could captain and/or crew training on protected species be improved?
Communication to avoid protected species interactions
7. How do you obtain fishing information that might affect protected species interactions and handling while at sea, at port, and face-to-face? Probes: 
a. What types of fishing information do you share or ask about?
b. How is that information shared?
c. Do you share fishing information with others while at sea so that they can avoid protected species? Why or why not?
Other protected species solutions 
8. If you hear that protected species are concentrated in a particular area, you encounter them, or interact with them, what, if anything do you do to avoid them? Probes: 
a. Do you move somewhere else? If so, how do you decide where to go and how far? 
9. What additional scientific or fishing information would be useful to avoid or mitigate protected species interactions? If available, what is the best way to get you that information?
Innovative gear developed or tested by industry
10. What have you tried outside of existing guidelines/regulations to improve handling or mitigate interactions? What about other captains?
a. Do you have any other ideas for mitigation measures that are more practical or would enhance safety?
Concluding remarks
11. Is there anything else that you would like people to know about protected species and the Hawai‘i longline industry?
12. Is there anything else that you would like add or do you have any questions for us?
13. Who else should we talk to about these topics?

Thank you for your time and thoughtful responses. If you share your email address, we will send you the study results when we are finished. If not, we will also distribute our findings to the industry when the study is completed. 


Appendix B. Informed Consent Form.

Agreement to Participate in 

Stories of Conservation Success

Adam Ayers
Kirsten Leong

This research is a cooperative study between the University of Hawai‘i’s Joint Institute of Marine and Atmospheric Research (JIMAR) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center. The purpose of the project is to collect stories of conservation success in order to help scientists, managers, and the general public better understand what Hawai‘i longline fishermen do to avoid protected species. We need to hear your ideas to improve regulations, enhance safety, and better understand the challenges you face out on the water.
Your responses will remain confidential and anonymous. No personal identifying information will be included with the research results. The interview should take about 30 minutes to complete. Findings from this study will be presented anonymously or in the aggregate and used to understand fishers’ concerns and increase awareness of industry efforts and innovations to avoid protected species interactions.
The investigators believe there is little or no risk to participate in this research project. Participation in this research project is completely voluntary. You are free to withdraw from participation at any time during the duration of the project with no penalty or loss of benefit to which you would otherwise be entitled. Participating in this research may be of no direct benefit to you. However, we believe that the results from this project may improve safety while handling protected species and improve communication about them by fishery managers: The Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council and NMFS.
Research data will be confidential to the extent allowed by law. Agencies with research oversight, such as the UH Committee on Human Studies, have the authority to review research data. All research records will be stored in locked file in the investigators’ office for the duration of the research project.
If you have any questions regarding this research project, please contact Adam Ayers adam.ayers@noaa.gov (808)-725-5347 or Kirsten Leong kirsten.leong@noaa.gov (808) 725-5398. 
If you have any questions regarding your rights as a research participant, please contact the UH Committee on Human Studies at (808)956-5007 or by email: uhirb@hawaii.edu.


Agreement to Participate in
Fisher Behavior and Protected Species Interactions in the Hawai‘i Longline Fishery 

Adam Ayers
Kirsten Leong

Participant:
I have read and understand the above information and agree to participate in this research project.

_______________________________
Name (printed)

_______________________________				__________________
Signature								Date
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