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The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra ion (NOAA), organized in 1970, 
has evolved into an agency that establishes national policies and manages and 
conserves our oceanic, coastal, and atmospheric resources.  An organizational 
element within NOAA, the Office of Fisheries is responsible for fisheries policy and 
the direction of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).

In addition to its formal publications, the NMFS ses the NOAA Technical 
Memorandum series to issue informal scientific and technical publications when 
complete formal review and editorial processing are not appropriate or feasible.  
Documents within this series, however, reflect sound professional work and may be 
referenced in the formal scientific and technical literature
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MATERIALS & METHODS 

Lepidochelys olivacea

 
TABLE 1 

Turtle Symbol Frontal  area  (m2) Planform  area  (m2) SCL  (cm) SCW  (cm)   Mass  (kg)
leatherback  (adult) 0.445 1.050 147.0 105.0 unknown

leatherback  (juvenile) 0.077 0.337 74.0 49.0 43.0

olive  ridley 0.080 0.290 60.5 57.0 28.0

green  (large) 0.051 0.214 49.5 44.0 12.0
green  (small) 0.046 0.147 40.5 37.0 7.0
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FIGURE 1 
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TABLE 2 
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TABLE 3 

FIGURE 2 

4th  character 5th  character

Placement Code Direction Code
front* 1 forward F

1/4  back† 2 reverse R
1/2  back† 3 with  clay C
valleyˆ   4
head 5

marginal‡ 6

marginal-‐2‡ 7
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FIGURE 3  
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RESULTS 
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FIGURE 4A&B   
CD U
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FIGURE 5   
CL
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TABLE 4 
CD
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TABLE 5 
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FIGURE 6   
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FIGURE 7   
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FIGURE 8   
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FIGURE 9A&B  
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FIGURE 10   
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FIGURE 11 
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FIGURE 12 
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FIGURE 13  
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CD
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Chelonia mydas
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A

A M

Eq. 10) A = aM ^         
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Eq. 11) FM = QCDaM ^  

Eq. 12) Ftag = Ftag, turtle - Fturtle 
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Eq. 13) FM, tag = FM + Ftag 
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Leatherback turtles –  

 
Turtle cameras –  
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