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How to Hang a Gill Net
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LONG THE EAST
Coast, gill nets are among the most
popular nets for both commercial and
sport fishing. The versatile gill net can be
used to catch a variety of fish � from
trout to hake and flounder. It can easily

be staked. anchored, allowed to dnft or
pulled by a boat.

Aptly named, the gill net actually
gills fish. The meshes are just large
enough to allow a fish's head, but not
the rest of its body, to pass through.



Mlhen the fish tries to back out of the
net. it gets caught behind the gilI covers.
Fish suffocate fairly quickly in the net.

Service in Beaufort or the state Division
of Marine Fishenes i» Morehead City
For fishing in Maine, check with the

Reguhtions

The size of the gill net mesh deter-
mines the size of the fish you' ll catch. ln
many states there are regulations gcwern-
ing what meSh Size you can use.
l icenses are also required for fishing
with gill nets in roost states. Be sure to
check with the National Marine

l-i~heries Service office or a marine ad-

~s<>ry agent in your area before building
c!r Ublng d gill net.

ln North Carolina you can get in-
formation on gill net regulations from
either the National Marine Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service office
in Glouchester, Massachusetts. or ihe
Department of Marine Resources in
Augusta, Maine.







FLOATS: Floats, which may be
either synthetic or cork, should be
spaced evenly along the top tine. Cork
floats are about twice as expensive as
synthetic Aoats. lf you'd rather not use
floats, you may buy line with Styrofoam
sealed inside. Like the lead core line, it
is expensive.

LItVE: The line will need to be
sturdy and light. Polypropylene is
usually preferred over nylon, which ab-
sorbs water. tts diameter should be '/f;
to 4 of an inch. Shad nets are the
only exception to this rule. Because
these special net are used along rough
river bottoms, they are hung on small
diameter twine The twine will break if
the net hangs up on a snag, allowing the
net to float free.

lsuy enough line to surround the
pertmeter of your net and make sure
that you' ve got enough left for loops
and lashings. For the average 100-yard
net, you' ll need about 600 feet of line.

TRINE: A good twine or string
should be used for attaching the web-
bing to the line. Tar-coated twine is
durable and makes good knots. You' ll
need about a half-pound of twine for
the average 100-yard net.

NET hlEEDLE: This is an inexpen-
sive little tool which greatly simplifies
net hanging. Most net needles hoki
about 30 yards of twine at a time



Step three: haagtog the net

fn this discussion, the basic parts of
the g}ll net will be called the float line,
the lead line, the loops, the sides and
the webbing.

Hanging ratio, the length of web-
bing hung on a designated amount of

line, is the single most important factor
in constructing a gill net. Rernernber
that a net which is hung too tightly will
not catch fish efficiently. Loose webbing
will tangle a fish more easily than tight
webbing. Also, the looser the net. the
less vibration it will make in the water
and the less likely it is to scare fish away,



%>t hill!lt f!tl the huH

I%et hung c>n tht' thtrd

Most nets on the East coast have a
hanging ratio o  one-half or one third
When you hang a net on the half, you
use twice a» much webbing as line.
Hangtng ot> the third uses ot>e-third
roore webbing tf lan litle. lt s, a general
practici to mark and tie on the line
~mery»ix Ittche» if hattgirtg ott the half or

every four inches if hanging on the thir«
The most important thing is to tx'

cotlsistenl about spacing your knots. lt »
helpful to mark the line on which the
wt'l'tbttlg ts to 44? hung, AAR, if you Are
planning to hang more than one net,
»tntlg a copy linc directly above the line
t!n which you' re hanging the webbing,



Onoe you' ve marked the float line
at the desired intervt,da, string it with the
proiper number of thats. You won't
need to do that, of cimrse, !f you are us-
ing Styrofoarnwncaiied line.

Next, tie the float hne at both

ends to stable objects, such as trees
a fence or brace, Leave about four feet
of extra line at either end.

Now, inspect the net to make sure
that there are no damaged meshes. The
ends of the netting should be square.

Then tie the erst mesh directly to
the float line at your first mark. The

Mngfng ih» !bet lint: doatup on left shock double dove hitch. on the right, a Angle clove high





Next, mark the lead line and
string it with the proper number of
beds. You don't need to do this if you
are using lead core line. Then untie the
float line from the braces and replace it
with the lead line. Tie the lead line to the

bottom of the net, fpllowing the s +<
procedure you used for securin~ tg
Aoat line to the top of the net.

Finishing touches

To secure the ends of the f!oaf
and lead lines, form loops  about th~
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