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¥ 'WiLLArA Bay LIVING:
ProOFEILE OF A COMMUNITY IN TRANSITION

A Beport on Residents' Attitudes about Their En_vi.r.o_nment




The PNCERS Survey

T better understand bow local communities use
and appreciate coastal regions, a research team
recently conducted a survey of households in five
study sites — Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor in
Wiashington and Yaquina Bay, Coos Bay and
Lillamook Bay in Oregon,

The research tearn wanted to know:

&  How residenss of the five bays value cevtain
aspects of their communities and
surrounding natmral landscapes;

& What aspects of the communities and
landscapes near these bays are perceived as
changing — for betier or worse;

& How residents participate in ontdoor
recreation activities tied ro the nawural
environments of their local bays;

& What coastal residents think are threats to
their bays; and

& What management approaches residents
prefer and how they get information about
management and health of their bays.

I February 2000, a toal of 5,000 surveys were
mailed to households within 30 miles of the
PNCERS sites. More than half of these surveys were
completed and returned. This special report
summarizes the responses the research team recefved,

Who Completed the Survey?

In the Willapa Bay site, most (68%) people who
responded to the survey were men. Abour a chird of
the respondents are 65 years old or older. Close to
half of this group describe themselves as retired.
Most houscholds are small, with over 70 percent
claiming a houschold size of two or lewer people.

Nearly 40 percent of survey respondents in Willapa
Bay are employed full-time ouside of the house,
with another 13 percent employed either working
part-time or at home, The main industries that
provide employment are lumber and wood
products, government. retail/wholesale sales, fishing,
transportation and agriculture or shellfish farming,

Over 65 percent of Pacific County residents have
household incomes berween $20,000 and $75,000
per year, while 14 percent have incomes between
$10,000 and $20,000 per vear. Only 6.3% have
annual incomes below $10,000, and even fewer
(5.3%) had incomes above $100,000 per year. Over
90 percent of residents have carned a high school
diploma, 25 percent have earned at least a college
diploma and nearly 10 percent have completed
some post-graduate education,

What Residents Say about
Willapa Bay

Asked to assess 15 different characteristics of their
community, residents rated fewer people, the absence
of traffic congestion and che lower incidence of crime
as the most important reasons for living in Willapa
Bay. Residents also value the views, scenery, clean
water and recreation opportunities in the area. More
than half rated these characteristics as “very
important.” ther survey data suggest that residents
may have moved o Willapa Bay for other reasons—
mainly job opportunitics and to be near family and
friends.

Ohver hall of the residents believe that housing costs,
the averall cost of living and job opportunities are
“getting worse” in Willapa Bay (Figure 1). Many also
feel that crime rate, population levels and waffic
congestion are getting worse. About 40 percent of
residents believe there are ne changes in the
environmentat characteristics of the area, although
about a quarter of residents are “unsure” about changes
in water quality.

“I'wenty-three percent of residents believe the
characteristics of Willapa Bay are changing so much
that they are now considering moving away, “ says
Dan Huppert, an associate professor at the Universicy
of Washington's Scheol of Marine Affairs and one of
four researchers who prepared the study. “These people
cired job opportunities, cost of living, climate, housing
costs, population level and recreation opportunities as
reasons for a potential move,” he says,

These results show thar Willapa Bay residents consider
the small rown charactenistics and natural landscape of
the area as very important to their quality of life,
However, the cconomic factors that drew these
residents to the area in the first place are changing
enough for many residents to consider moving,

Most (86%) of the peaple responding to the Willapa
survey said they have participated in at least one of 12
sutdoor recreation activities in their county in the past
year (Figure 2). Overall, hiking, lamming, beach
combing and fishing are the most popular ouedoor
recreation activities. Kayaking/canocing and surfing are
the least popular.

More people participated in clamming and salmon or
steelhead fishing than in birdwatching or crabbing,
For salmon or steelhead fishing and birdwatching,
people tend to stick close o Willapa Bay, bur for
crabbing and clamming, they go to the outer coast.

Threats to Salmon and the Bay
Environment

As perceived by residents, the top five threats to Willapa
Bay are the spread of non-native $parting cordgrass and
European green crab, declines in fish habitat, shoreline
development and erosion and logging in upland areas
(Figure 3, back page). Residents are unsure about



Figure 1. Changes in community characteristics near Willapa Bay
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Figure 2. Parlicipation In cutdoor recreation activities
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Who Decides?

Willapa Bay residents overwhelmingly supjon
EXISTng p;'rrnfﬂhir.-s herwnmn POV TINENE and
citbens. They alss feel thar sare amd couney
grwvernmenits should be wvobeed i respisce
managernent decsions. However, chey do noc think
that ey gevernaments or indusry prowps should be
most mfuennal. Resdents showed sonse suppon for
the mvohement of emarnmeneal groups in making
thee damine.

“W'e windd expert most residents o place: prearcs
faith in gevernment on the most local keved, keeping
dectan-making dese m home,” svs Hupper,
‘."-.lmml'@l:.. Willapa residenes seem v oy couniy
ank] stare govemaments mor: than ciry gevemment.”
When adeal abinr rraclasth herapen enviremmenml
and econcemic aorsideriiivee, abowm half of the
residenes favor 3 balamor berween the rvn. Aboan 2
qusareer feel thar ecvmismic comsidermione shonkd be
given prioriy, while the remaining quaner feel thar
the ernaromment should be piven the mes
aaderaman,

Where dir residdents pes informarion abour the
Willapa Bay environmen? The local newspaper is
the: maosr popular souroe, fllowed by wond of

mexith, tekevision and regional newspapers.

Fesidents rely les an che faleral grvemment, the
Tmtermict and unaversicy cxrension sgenes frr this
type af infarmatsan. Aboair a chird of residenes ssid
they tnuse che infornsion in the lecal paper,
Anather |8 percent sud chey diseroes word of
mosuth, and abaue a quarer reported char dhey
distruse infremation From the Ederal povemimen,
Another quarter said dhey distrusted informarion
from environmental groops.



Comparing Willapa Bay with
Other Coastal Communities
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"Uhverall, residents seem ta support srarcgics char
huild parmerships amores citieen grougps and
govemment agencies. Huppen slds “In
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Figure 3. Potential threats to the Willapa Bay environment
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Know Your Neighbors

Wha lives in che Willapa Bay regiont About a thind of survey respondents ane rebaree newoomers, having
lived im the amen For ren o fewer yer. These newoomes ase more Likely 1w have college degres, and
miare are rexired than loeger-tonm sosidents. For mocrsation, nower nesdenes go fishing les ofien and
arabhing, clamming, and birding more often than lnger-term residents, The newcomens mond ro view
ervirmmental threas 2 mon: imponnt than do Jang-sem residens, However, kgt neddents are
Why do people choosr o lve in Willypa Bay? For many newoomers, being near the oocan is a facror thar
has drawn them oo the commumity and bope dhem teere. For the long-tenm reidenes. job appomunites,
beeing rear Famady and frends, and pood schouls are mos impoeane, Newer reddents are penerlly mose
optimistic about the statr of mamy of these stributes, bor ponetheess, mone of the newoomers ane
Younper respandens: ranked daracrerssics such as job oppornmities, being neir By and friends, good
schoals, and recreation opportanitics as mon: important than did older sesidents In nim, climare, good
public servicrs, and healrh cane facilities wire ks important 1 chom. They were generally mare
pesamistic abouwt the st of various community aeribucs, and moee of them are considering a maove
vy o Wil B
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