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The PNCERS Survey

To better understand how local communiti es use

and appreciate coastal regions a research team
recently conducted a survey of households i n five
study sites Willapa Bay and Grays Harborin
Wiuhi ngt on and Yanqui na Bay, Coos Bay and
'lslkrmook Bayin Oregon,

'l he research team wanted to know:

+ How residents of the five bays value certain
aspects of their com~u~ities and
surroundir>g natural landscapes;

+ i@hat aspects of the communi ti es and
landscapes near these bays are percei ved as
changing � four better or worse;

+ Vow residents participate in outdoor
recreati on activities ti ea' to the natural

envi ronments of their local bays;
+ %~at coastal residents think are threats to

their bays; ana'

+ %hat management approaches residents
prefer and how they getinforrrwtion about
management and health of their bays.

ln Febsuary2000, a total of5,000surveys uere
mailed to households wi thi n 30 mi les of the
M'GERS si tes. &lore than half of these surveys vere
completed and returne. 7hLr special report
sumnusrizzs the responses the research team received.

Who Completed the Survey?
In the Willapa Bay site, most �8a/o! people who
responded to the survey were inen. About a third of
the respondents arc 65 years old or older.  'lose ro
half of this group describe themselves as retired.
Most hou.seholds are small, with over 70 percent
claiming a houscho!d size of two or fewer people.

Nearly 40 percent of survey respondeiits in Willapa
Bav are einploved full-time outside of the house,
with another 13 percent employed either working
part-nrnc or ar home, The main industries that
provide employment are lumber and wood
products, government, retail/wholesale sales, fishing,
transportation and agriculture or shelllish far!ning.

Over 65 percent of Pacihc County residents have
household incoines benveen $20,000 and $75,000

pcr year, while 14 percent have incomes between
$10,000 and $20,000 pci year. Only 6.3 /o have
annual incomes below $ 10,000, and even fewer

�.3"/oi had incomes above $!00,000 per year. Over
90 percent of residents have earned a high school
diploma, 25 percent have earned at least a college
diploma and nearly 10 percent have completed
some post-graduate education.

What Residents Say about
Willapa Bay
Asked to assess 15 diferent characteristics of their

community, residents rated fewer people, the abse!ice
of traA'ic congestion and the lower incidence of crime
as the most imporcant reasons for living in Willapa
Bay. Residents also value the views, scenery, clean
water and recreation opportunities in the area. Morc
than half rated these characteristics as "very
iinportant." Other survey data suggest that residents
may have moved to Willapa Bay for other reasons�
mainly job oppominitics and to be near family and
friends.

Over half of the residents believe that housing cost~,
the overall cost of living and job oppotxunities are
"gening worse" in Willapa Bay  Figure 1!. Many also
feel rhat crime rate, population levels and tra!%c
congestion are gening worse. About 40 percent ol
residents believe there are no changes in the
environmental characterisdcs of the area, although
about a quarter of residents are "unsure" about changes
in water quality.
"'I'wenty-three percent of residents believe the
characteristics of Willapa Bay are changing so much
that they are now considering moving awav, " says
Dan Huppert, an associate professor at the University
of Washington's School of Marine Affairs and one of
lour researchers who prepared the study. "These people
cited job opportunities, cost of living, ctitnate, housing
costs, population level and recreation opportunities as
reasons for a potential move," he says.

These results show that Willapa Bay residents consider
the small town characteristics and natural landscape ol'
the area as very importanr to their quality of life.
However, thc economic factors that drew these
residents to the area in the first place are changing
enough for many residents to consider moving.

Most  86"/o! ol' the people responding to the Willapa
survey said they have participated in at least one of 12
outdoor recreation activities in their county in the past
year  Figure 2!. Overall, hiking, clamming, beach
combing and fishing are the inost popular outdoor
recreation activities. Kayaking/canoeing and surfing are
rhe least popular.

More people participated in clatnming and sahnon or
steelhead fishing than in birdwatch ing or crabbing.
For salmon or steelhead fishing and birdwatching,
people tend to stick close to Willapa Bay, bur lor
crabbing and clamming, they go to thc outcr coast.

Threats to Salmon and the Bay
Environment

As perceived by residents, the top five threats to Willapa
Bay are the spread of non-native Sj artina cordgrass and
European green crab, dedines in fish habitat, shoreline
develop!nent and erosion and logging in upland areas
 Figure 3, back page!. Residents are unsure about
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Comparing Willapa Bay witll
Other 1:oasta I Ca mmunilIes
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