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PREFACE

This book is dedicated to our friends, the tishermen of the Gulf of Mexico without

whose cooperation its production would not have been possible. This collection of
information is made available from the Sea Grant programs and Cooperative Extension
services of Texas AB M University, Mississippi State University and Auburn University.

This book is not nearly complete. It represents the first effort to accumulate and
disseminate locations of bottom fishing obstructions in shrimping grounds from the
Southwest Pass of the Mississippi River to Alabama. Continuing efforts will be made to
obtain additional Loran coordinates of hangs and to revise existing data. Your assistance
with this ongoing project will be significantly appreciated.

This information was obtained by fishermen often under stress due to weather,
strenuous work, and anticipation of lost fishing gear. It is remarkable that the readings
are as accurate as they seem to be.

THE ACCURACY OF THIS BOOK

All readings in this book are actual Loran C coordinates and do not represent
conversions from previously obtained Loran A readings.

When working from this book, readings should be compared on charts due to
necessary distortions this cataloguing technique may impose. Due to ridges and
irregular depth curvatures in the Gulf, it is possible for a shallower reading to be found
farther offshore than a deeper reading.

Ordinarily, visible obstructions and a very large percentage of announced oil
company caps and completions are not included.

Several factors concerning accuracy should be noted. !t is extremely difficult to
know when a hang has been moved, Also some readings may be mud hangs instead of
obstructions and it is sometimes quite difficult to differentiate between the two. Every
attempt was made in the accumulation of this information to omit mud hangs, unless a
number of vessels could be affected by them. Most mud readings that are intentionally
included are so designated.

A hang may have several different, but close, readings. Several fishermen may have
reported the same obstruction with slightly different Loran fixes. The variation of these
readings is very valuable for confirmation purposes.

lf the difference of readings on the X secondary �9000 line! equals 2.0
microseconds or less and corresponding cross readings are similar, the readings are
considered the same. Limits are also placed on coordinates of the Y secondary �6000
line>. If the difference of readings on the Y secondary equals 0.4 microseconds or less
and cross readings are similar, these readings are considered the same. The various
readings of a hang will appear adjacent to the original reading at which it was logged.

The gradients of a Loran line are of particular importance when designating several
readings as a similar hang; furthermore, the gradients are important when giving an
obstruction berth. The amount of area covered by 0.1 of a microsecond on the X
secondary equals approximately 50 feet in regions included in this book. The gradients
of the Y secondary range from approximately 115 feet for 0.1 microsecond offshore of
Mobil Bay to approximately 150 feet per 0.1 microsecond off the Mississippi Sound.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION ON LAYOUT

Each set of facing pages represents 100 microseconds of the X secondary of the
7980 Loran C GRI. The book begins with the 28700 line of the X secondary off of the
Southwest Pass of the Mississippi River and progresses east to the 29800 line off of
Alabama.

Each page is divided into five columns, Each column represents 10 microseconds of



the X secondary, which is designated at the outside corner of the page. Locatedvertically along the outer margin of each page are numbers representing the depth ofwater in fathoms. The cross reading in the form of the Y secondary appears after theinitial X coordinates and depth.

THE Qx DESIGNATION
Depths listed in this book are obtained by plotting reported hang coordinates oncharts. Due to significant depth irregularities, it is impossible to obtain accuratesoundings off the Mississippi River from charts. Accurate depths cannot be obtained forinshore areas such as 8reton or Chandeleur Sounds. To compensate for this, thedesignation of Qx is used in place of the depth, Special care should be taken with thesereadings, as no system has been developed to compensate for this problem. In mostcases, coordinates are listed in relation to their position to other hangs. The lack ofuniformity in depth contours, i.e. shallower readings offshore, deeper readings inshore,presents problems with this cataloguing system. The user of this book is advised to takespecial precautions to compensate for this irregularity,



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Gratitude is expressed to the following fishermen for donating their time and information for
this publication.

Capt. Mark Bates
Capt. Vernon Bates, Jr.
Capt. Donnie Collier
Capt. Country
Capt. Len Jones
Capt. Tommy Kiff
Capt. Owen Olano
Capt. Bobby Pendauvis
Capt. Chuck Peyregne
Capt. Tommy Schultz
Capt. Thomas Silver
Capt. Chris Steiner
Capt. Jerry Steiner

O. S. Capt. Vernon
O. S. Rhonda Kathleen

0, S. Capt. Ty
O. S. Lady Hamilton lll
O. S. Rosa

O. S. Mr. Wayne
O. S. Barbara Ann

0, S. Sun Star

O. S, Capt. Elwood
O. S. Reva Rose

O. S. Miss Jeannie

O. S. Cynthia Diane
0, S, Lady Frances





ex

Wr

Cor

AII

62.3q
<67S9.B'

60.1
467S9.a!

READING THE CHARTS

READING THOUGHT TO BE EXACT

BROKEN BOTTOM

HOLE

TOE HEAD

WRECK

ROCK

CORAL

FATHOM

FEET

CAPPED WELL

APPROXIMATE

EXTENSION OF BAD BOTTOM 11059,8 THROUGH 11062,3

DIFFERENT READINGS OF THE SAME HANG  Confirmation!

QUESTIONABLE READING

ACTUAL LORAN C READING TAKEN, NOT A CONVERSION



9

7'.0

Veen.

6 7
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

!p

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

3P

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

4p

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

28700

4'7'k.7

20 � 29 ,9 30 � 39, 9

7 0 c '79,

Vw3 VC '1PC

40 � 49 ,9



0 Z

'7 7

7 I.O

10

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

fQ

25

26

'! 9

30

36

38

39

42

43

44

0.8 7 77'7.3

Std 55 <9~

28700

I 8
P9' / S

31
3 'i

33

34

35

45

46

47

48

49

50



se.' > 2 3 3.o'~

2'
4a O3.

.dF0 a

SAO.

2

47

48

49

50

6 7
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

AP

71

~2

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

28800

S o &vN~ ~ 5

88'3 2 0 7S5. 4



28800

11

12

13

15

17

19

2~

23

74

75

26

27

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50



28900

9 9 30 � 39, 9 40 � 49, 9

sb!
9

.53

AS92d. 0 'f4 lb. D
7. 7

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

30

21
1 I

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50



.3
Ro,4!

.'>3

a4-.s 10

lP klhlK 13P

15

lh

23

25

43

44

45

46
4'7

48

49

50

60 � 69, 9 70 � 79, 9

g.O
44,

80 � 89, 9

2 8900

90 - 99, 9

Wi 0 90 a

28

'!9

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42



29000

� 29 40 � 49, 9

6 7
8

9

10

ll

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

QP

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

~ g7



0.3o,o

OS ~

0 1. 49075 2

$0,1iS

0 4o,
05 .

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

30

22

23

25

26

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

6 � 69, 9

JI104 8.0 ~909.1

Xf04O.> 44SSO I

70 � 79, 9

210 7o.s A SOS.S

ZfoTT,X +I Sn.A

80 � 89 9

29000

0-99 9
1

2

3

4 5

6 7 8
9

10

11

27

28

39

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42



29100

40 � 09, 910 - 19, 9 20 � 9, 9 30 � 39, 9-9, 9

4 9 I 33 + 44 8 0 l.
I

~ 1
co'! 5.

. Q! p RIG Ihl' +,g

Af I gS. 0 +0 89.I ~ 1! Z

.9~ 1

29/44.% IG +I SZ9.8

X9I34.3 +C SWA.S

I .j ! 8'

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

IQ

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

49 �S. I ~S53.9 ~ .29I45, I MRNA.

'/II.Gq ~ gfI4 V. I ~ +Jog~, +

gP/40. O 9I4 84



,0

~ g 10

11
3

13

17

18

71

l7

76

30

31

3.

33

sO

37

40

5 � 9, 9 60 � 69. 9 70 � 79, 9

.9 4s

29100

90 � 99, 9

46

47

48

49

50



29200
0-9. 9 9 9 0- 9 9 30 � 39, 9

47

48

49

50

6 7
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

IP

'1 1

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

2 204.

5 .0



10Ib' 4

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

60 - 69, 9 70 � 79. 9

29200
90-99, 9

35

27

28

39

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

4!

42



FiE %<4

6 CORr

47'

iO

10

11

12

13

14

IS

16

17

18

19
'l 0

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

3S

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

4S

46

47

48

49

50

29300

6',Q! IRT
0

9 7
2'1 33+.9 Rvo

g9334 6 47049 i



0 Z

~ !

10

11

17

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

71

72

�

25

27

28

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

29500

19

30

31

37

33

34

35

36

37

45

46

47

48

49

50



9 9

~ '7!

~ 0

47

48

49

50

6 7
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

IO

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

29400
0-9 ~ 9 10 � 19 9 40 � 49 9



7OBE

12

14

15

16

17

18

19

AP

2]

23

25

269 5

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

50 � 59, 9 60 � 69, 9 70 � 79, 9

J 757'.

80- 9 9

+75  y .0

29400

0-99. 9

28

;!9

30

3!

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

4l

42



29500

0-9. 9 20 � 29. 9 40 � 49, 9

S 0!

.d

CO PA

47

48

49

50

6 7
8

9

10

ll

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
'1 0

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

SHIP i i a5

,0 OO

d 95+ I .



29500

'T 2.s

10
703

SHl

ri4a i 13

14

15

17
.o 9

19

20

34

l9

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50



29600
0-9, 9 10 � 19, 9 20 � 29. 9 50 � 39. 9

7 ~
d94gv. s

D
0

k.O

I c

POCO'.

6 7 8
9

10

11

12

!3

14

15

16

17

18

19

QP

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

Af 5A
L4S.o i~gy.o



29600

0-99 9

4,4 7. 8 4703 12

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

3

27

8

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

4A

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50



-9. 9

47

48

49

50

6 7
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

0 � 19. 9 20 � 29, 9

297 7.7 +7bSB.



1SVZ, 4a

10

7d

13

14

15

17

'0

35

37

36

37

39

40

43

44

50 - 59, 9 60 � 69. 9

I4 Oi .4

o co .h

70 � 79, 9

i5 oa0.

80 - 89, 9
29 700

90 � 99, 9

4'97 o.4 ' 4

31

32

33

34

35

45

46

47

48

49

50



29800

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

'1 0

23

24

05

26
'1 7

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50



29800

70�

17

14

70

73

J 5

30

31

3 '

33

35

37

39

40

43

44

45

46

4'7

48

49

50




