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US Virgin Islands

Caribbean Southeast Area Monitoring and
Assessment Program (SEAMAP-C)

Introduction

The Caribbean Southeast Area Monitoring and
Assessment Program (SEAMAP-C) started a shallow
water reef fish monitoring program in 1988. During
the first year, a pilot study was conducted in Puerto
Rico by the Fisheries Research Laboratory (DNER);
in order to establish an appropriate experimental
design for the long-term fisheries independent data
collection of shallow reef resources. This combined
pilot project was designed to standardize
information from PR and the United States Virgin
[slands (USVI).

Fisheries independent data collecting surveys are not
derived with direct reliance on statistical and
biological information collected from comercial
fishermen. A properly designed fishery independent
survey program will collect data in a consistent and
statistically valid format without the potential biases
associated with the normal activities of fishermen.
The generated fisheries independent data can be used
by the National Marine Fisheries Service, the
Commonwealth of PR, the Government of the

US Virgin Islands and any other public or private
institution for management or scientific purposes.

Rational decision making requires a long time series
of biological and environmental information to
predict fluctuations in resource abundance, which is
provided by fisheries independent data. Due to the
lack of reliable fisheries dependent data, the fisheries
independent data is needed to effectively

evaluate management plans. This data can be used to
estimate fish production in the insular shelf, catch per
unit of effort (CPUE), determine species
composition and evaluate annual trends in the
fishery. The data is also available for comparison with
fisheries dependent data collected under other
fisheries statistics programs.

Objectives

Enable the authorities to collect and disseminate
fisheries independent biological and'ecological
data on shallow water reef fish stock resources,
providing scientific information as a long term
time series from an integrated, coordinated, and
cost effective sampling approach. This data is used
to maintain, identify, and'quantify the eftectiveness
of fishery management of reef resources and to
restore the fishing stocks to sustain recreational
and commercial reef fisheries.

Enhance the usefulness of the data, i.e. catch per
unit of effort estimates (CPUE), changes in species
composition, Sex ratios, recruitment, Spawning
maturity, ete. and increase the accessibility of
information to fishery managers throughout the
Caribbean region.

Make the data available for comparison with
fisheries dependent data collected under other
statistic programs in PR and the USVL.

Coordinate efforts to support regional plans
to conserve and manage the fisheries from a
Caribbean scope.

Provide information to support the Caribbean
Fishery Management Council’s effort to
implement and monitor the effectiveness of
fishery management plans for fisheries in the USA
Economic Exclusive Zone (EEZ).
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