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Seartive

he Department of the Interior, National

Park Service, has prepared the National

Heritage Feasibility Study to determine
the feasibility and suitability of designating the
Connecticut Western Reserve as a national
heritage area. This study meets the requirements
of the “Draft National Heritage Area Feasibility
Study Guidelines” (NPS 2003) and the National

Environmental Policy Act.

Legislative History

Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior

to undertake a national heritage area feasibility
study in Public Law 109-338 (Oct. 12, 2006) under
Subtitle A. The section of the act requesting a
study of the Western Reserve is found in Section
301. The purpose of the Western Reserve Heritage
Feasibility Study is to determine if the area that
encompasses the modern-day Ohio counties of
Trumbull, Mahoning, Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga,
Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain,
Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland meets the suitability and
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feasibility requirements for designation as a National
Heritage Area. A copy of the Western Reserve
Heritage Area Study Act is found in Appendix A.

The History

of the Western Reserve

Marblehead, Norwalk, Avon, Danbury, and Kent.
Town squares, village greens, and architecture.

A New Englander driving through

the Western Reserve in Ohio finds

reminders of home around nearly
every bend. And rightly so, for this ¢
area of the Northwest Territory 4
once belonged to the Colony of

Connecticut. 3 k=

One of the original 13 colonies, <
Connecticut owned a ribbon of land ~ §
west of its present-day boundary
that included portions of New York,
Pennsylvania, and Ohio. When the

newly-formed federal government
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promised forgiveness of state debt created by the
Revolutionary War in exchange for this land,
Connecticut relinquished rights to its western
land, except for a 120-mile strip in northern Ohio

that was “reserved” for other purposes.

Settled by New Englanders, primarily from
Connecticut in the late 18th and early 19th

centuries, the Western Reserve has been home

e

1
b |
1
|
?

The Western Reserve serves
as the nation's town square.




to generation after generation of domestic and
international immigrants contributing new ideas
and traditions to America. Choices in land use
began with the first settlers who employed unique
surveying methods, settlement patterns including
town squares, and distinct architecture. Examples

of this influence are prolific throughout the region.

Western Reserve Heritage Themes
The Western Reserve contributes in substantial ways
to our country’s national heritage. It contains an
assemblage of natural, cultural, historic, and scenic
resources that make up a regionally distinctive
landscape, and the rich and varied stories about the
Western Reserve support a captivating set of themes
connecting the people to the heritage resources

of the region. The information was analyzed and
one major theme and six distinct sub-categories
emerged. The heritage area themes are listed below.

A complete description can be found in Chapter 3.

The Western Reserve is the nation’s town square
and has been since the region’s settlement soon
after the Revolutionary War. Town squares are
places where fresh ways of thinking are the norm.
They are settings where people and institutions
come together to discuss happenings, advocate
for a better way, run their businesses, and build a

sense of community.

The importance of the Western Reserve in
shaping America is evident in six sub-themes that
reveal how the Western Reserve both influenced
national history as well as reflects (serves as a

microcosm) the nation.

Migration

Settled by New Englanders, primarily from
Connecticut in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries, the Western Reserve has been home

to generation after generation of domestic and
international immigrants bearing new ideas and
traditions. This mixture of cultures and beliefs
inspired new ways of thinking that gave rise to
social acceptance and reform as those escaping
persecution in their home countries sought a new

way of life in America.

Transportation

The Western Reserve helped connect the world.
Canal boats, steamships, lake freighters, railroads,
automobiles, Goodyear Airship, early aviation, and
aerospace innovations—the Western Reserve has
been at the hub of designing, manufacturing, and
using vehicles and systems to transport people and
goods; the Western Reserve was not just a site for
use of technologies, but a site where innovations in

design and manufacture occurred.

Industry

The regions fertile, flat soils, and excellent
transportation opportunities made the Western
Reserve a natural area for agricultural production.
The agricultural industry made the Western
Reserve prosperous, and smokestack industries
led to a regional, national, and international

force. Innovations and prolific production in

oil, iron, rubber, and steel steered the region to
manufacturing prominence bringing people of
the world to the Western Reserve. It was the spirit
of the New England “Yankee,” regarded by many
as sharp, canny, and resourceful that began the
industrial advances in the Western Reserve, a
momentum that was continued by waves of skillful
immigrants. This drive to make systems better,
more efficient, and more profitable continues
today as the region is an international center

for progressive medical care and research, and

polymer innovations.

Lake Erie

Part of the largest freshwater system in the world,
Lake Erie created the climate for the Western
Reserve’s dynamic cultural, and industrial history.
Its influence on the weather and natural landscape
is expressed through flourishing vineyards,
nurseries, and orchards, while the natural features

dictated where harbors and canals developed.

Many settlers from Connecticut and foreign lands




settled first along the waterways, tapping into their
resources and energy. These working waterways
connected the Western Reserve to the world,
providing transportation for people and ideas to
and from the region, jobs, and a carrying route for

raw materials and manufactured goods.

Land Use and Architecture

Choices in land use began with the first Western
Reserve settlers from New England. Their unique
surveying methods and settlement patterns
included town squares, patterns of land use,
radiating roadways, five-mile-square townships,
and distinct architecture. The civic buildings of
the region, particularly those of heavy industrial
periods, were a testament to the wealth generated
during that time and—when built with private
monies—to the philanthropic bent of the region’s
leadership through time. Western Reserve era land
use choices and architecture styles are found in

almost every community.

Education and Social Reform

Starting with the first settlers from Connecticut
who brought with them deep faith, a practice
of tithing, and Puritan beliefs, those within the
Western Reserve have seldom been afraid to
fight for their beliefs. We see evidence of this

in widespread abolitionism and involvement

in the Underground Railroad, women’s rights

movement, civil rights activity, and
environmental action. These efforts were
turther strengthened by immigrants,
many of whom arrived, in part, to escape

persecution of their religious beliefs.

Study Findings

The National Park Service concludes

Pttt e e o .

that though the Western Reserve meets
six of the nine criteria for determining

the suitability of an area as a National

L i

Heritage Area (and defined in the 7
Western Reserve Heritage Area Study

Act), and the Western Reserve contributes to
our nation’s heritage, the area is not nationally
distinctive and as such is not suitable for

national designation.

Management Alternatives

This feasibility study evaluates two alternatives—
No Action (alternative 1) and Implementation
of the Heritage Area Concept as a Regional
Initiative (alternative 2). A third alternative
(National Heritage Area Designation) was
initially considered, but set side after the area
was not found to meet the criterion for national

distinctiveness (Study Criterion A).

At this critical stage in its development, it

is reccommended that the Western Reserve
implement the heritage area concept as a regional
initiative, alternative 2. In order to further
develop the Western Reserve as a regional effort,
steps are recommended in Chapter 6 that will
cultivate the community commitment and
investment necessary to leverage the resources
for the interpretation and development of the
natural, historical, and cultural resources of the

Western Reserve.
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Public Involvement

One of the foundations of all successful heritage
areas is an informed and engaged community that
is committed to the long-term sustainability of the
regional project. A study team, working with the
National Park Service, developed a transparent
community engagement process that addressed
the following objectives:

o+ Promote public understanding of heritage
areas and how they are managed.

o Inform the public about the Western
Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study and
how individuals can become involved in
the process.

o Assess public support for the proposed
Western Reserve Heritage Area.

o Determine if there is local capacity and
commitment to coordinate the proposed

Western Reserve Heritage Area.

The study team developed a variety of diverse community
engagement methods to involve the public.
Photo by Jackie Barton

In order to achieve these objectives, the study
team developed a variety of diverse community
engagement methods to involve the public

in the Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility
Study, including the creation of a Western
Reserve Heritage Feasibility Stakeholder
Group, development of civic engagement tools
including town hall meetings (public meetings),
community and elected official leadership
meetings, radio and cable television interviews,

newspaper articles, ﬂyers, ‘Western Reserve

newsletters, and articles in regional organizations’

newsletters. In addition to traditional methods of

public involvement, the study team incorporated
a variety of social networking tools, including
the Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study
Facebook group, Twitter and an interactive

web site at http://westernreserve.ning.com.
Additional details of the public involvement

process can be found in Chapter 2.

Study Team Composition
Coordinating the public involvement portion

of the process was a study team led by Rory
Robinson and Andrea Irland with the National
Park Service Rivers, Trails and Conservation
Assistance Program. Members of the study

team included Dan Rice with the Ohio and Erie
Canalway Coalition, Melinda Huntley with OSU

Sea Grant Extension and the Lake Erie Coastal
Ohio National Scenic Byway, Jackie Barton with
the Ohio Historical Society, and Sue Pridemore,
Heritage Area Coordinator with the Midwest

Regional National Park Service.

Vision of a Western Reserve Heritage Area
The vision was crafted following input from

citizens at Town Hall Gatherings, online

discussions on a social media website, Stakeholder’s

group meetings, and leadership discussions.

In the spirit of a town square, which so typifies
its landscape, the Western Reserve continues
the area’s rich legacy of innovation and
advocacy by serving as a catalyst, convener, and
construct for regional engagement, resource
protection, and interpretation of community
resources and economic progress within

northern Ohio.
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What is a Heritage Area?
eritage areas are places where

natural, cultural, historic, and scenic

resources combine to form a cohesive,

significant landscape arising from patterns of
human activity shaped by geography. Through
the conservation, interpretation, and promotion
of these unique resources, stories, and traditions,

communities experience increased community

and economic development and improved quality

of life for the citizens of the region. Heritage
areas represent a significant advancement

in conservation and historic preservation:
large-scale, community-centered initiatives
collaborating across political jurisdictions to
protect significant landscapes and living cultures.
Managed locally, heritage areas play vital roles

in preserving the physical character, traditions,
and stories of our country, reminding us of our

national origins and destiny.

Through the cultivation of public and private

partnerships, heritage areas provide regional

<
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Introduction

resource conservation strategies to celebrate

the local heritage while building livable

and sustainable communities. Working in
collaboration and partnership with units of
government, planning agencies, park agencies,
corporations, nonprofit organizations, and
foundations, heritage areas promote stewardship,
leverage significant resources, and inspire greater
pride in the regions heritage. As a regional
planning tool, a designated heritage area provides
a blueprint for achieving the balance between
community and economic development and the

conservation of significant historic, natural, and

cultural resources. Coordinated and initiated at the

local level, heritage areas do not come with rules
and regulations, and they do not have any impact
on existing local, state, or federal regulations. Nor

do they impact private property rights.

Heritage areas can be developed through local,
state, and national designations, depending on the
organizational capacity and goals of a potential

project. The key is to find the best strategy for

implementing regional resource conservation and
enhancement strategy. The first National Heritage
Area designated by Congress—The Illinois &
Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor—was
designated in 1984 to celebrate the canal era in

Ilinois, and currently Congress has designated

49 National Heritage Areas across the country.
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National Heritage Areas export the National Park
Service’s mission of resource conservation to
urban and rural communities across the country.
Key elements of all successful National Heritage
Areas, or any heritage area for that matter,

include an investment and commitment of local
communities, the formation of diverse community
partnerships, and the creation of an innovative
and entrepreneurial approach to regional planning

and development.

Purpose of the Western Reserve
Heritage Feasibility Study

The purpose of the Western Reserve Heritage
Feasibility Study is to determine if the area that
encompasses the modern-day Ohio counties of
Trumbull, Mahoning, Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga,
Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain,
Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland meets the suitability
and feasibility requirements for designation as a
National Heritage Area. This region encompasses
the original boundaries of the Connecticut

Western Reserve as surveyed beginning in 1796.

Led by Congressman Tim
Ryan, Congress requested
the study in Public

Law 109-338 (Oct. 12,
2006) under Subtitle A.

The section of the act requesting a study of the
Western Reserve is found in Section 301. Within
the legislative act, Congress directed the Secretary
of the Interior through the National Park Service
to oversee the study’s development. Statute
pertaining to the Western Reserve Heritage Area

Study is found in Appendix A.

Using the National Park Service process for
analyzing potential National Heritage Areas,

the Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility

Study summarizes the geography of the study
area and its historical, cultural, recreational,
and natural resources. It also presents a fresh
interpretive framework for understanding the
national importance of the Western Reserve in
shaping the nation through a truly American
identity. In addition, the Western Reserve
Heritage Feasibility Study describes management
alternatives and assesses the impact of proposed

designation options.

The study provides an assessment as to whether
the proposed Western Reserve Heritage Area
meets the nine criteria outlined in Public
Law 109-338 for designation as

a National Heritage Area.
These criteria are provided in
Figure 1 and form the basis of

Chapter Five of this study.

Environmental Compliance

This study complies with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), which
mandates all federal agencies to analyze
impacts of major federal actions that have a
significant effect on the environment. Guidance
for addressing this act is set forth in National
Park Service Director’s Order 12 (DO-12),
which outlines several options for meeting the

requirements of the act, depending on the severity

of the environmental impacts of the alternatives.




A “categorical exclusion for which no formal
documentation is necessary” was selected as
the most appropriate NEPA pathway for this
feasibility study. The study is excluded from
requiring an environmental assessment because it
matches one of the categories that under normal
circumstances has no potential for impacts to the
human environment. The categorical exclusion
selected states the following:
Legislative proposals of an administrative
or technical nature — for example, changes
in authorizations for appropriations; minor
boundary changes and land transactions;
proposals that would have primarily economic,
social, individual, or institutional effects; and
comments and reports on referrals of legislative
proposals. (DO-12 Handbook, National Park
Service 2005) Section 7.3 also recognizes that
certain types of feasibility analysis may be

needed before the NEPA process can begin.

The study matches this categorical exclusion
because it was directed by Congress to determine
if the Western Reserve meets the suitability

and feasibility requirement for designation as a
National Heritage Area. In essence, the study is a
report on a legislative proposal. If Congress decides
to designate the Western Reserve as a National
Heritage Area, then a comprehensive management

plan would be developed for the area. Whether an

The Western Reserve Heritage Area Study Act
Piiblic Law 109-338; Oct. 12, 2006

The Western Reserye Heritage Area Study Act authosized a study to examine the suitability and
feasibility of establishing a National Heritage Area in,the Western Reserve. The legislation'specified
that nine specific criteria must be met in order for the Western Reserve to be considered as a National
Heritage Area. The legislation requires the National Park.Service to determine whether the Study Area:

(A) hasan assemblage of natural, historic, and cultural resources that together represent distinctive
aspects of American heritage worthy of recognition, conservation, interpretation, and
continuing use, and are best managed through partnerships among public and private entities
and by combining diverse and sometimes noncontiguous resources and active communities;
reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, and folk life that are a Valuable part of the natienal story;
provides outstanding opportunities to conserve natural, historic, cultural, or scenic féatures;

provides outstanding recreational and educational opportunities;

contains resources important to the identified theme or themes.of the Study Area that retain
a degree of integrity capable of supporting interpretation;

includes residents, business interests, nonprofit organizations, and local and-Stategovernments
that are involved in the planningfhave developed a conceptual financial plan thatoutlines the
roles for all participants, includifig the Eederal Govérnment, and have demonstrated support
for the concept of a national heritage area;

Has a pofential local coordinating entity te«work ifi partnership with residents; bisiness
interests, nonprofit organizations,.and-local and State governments to develop a national
heritage area consistent 'with continued local and'State economic activity;

(H) has a conceptual boundary map that is supported by the public; and

(I) has potential or actual impact on-private property located within or abutting the Study Area.

Figure 1 The Western Reserve Heritage Area Study Act




b

ET

a0le CISI0EDCeZ RECICCY

[ wiestem Hesere

Courty Seats

I county Baunctaries

W Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study Area

Clrapban:

SO e il Ly |
vews s ve s m © e
[RENCY T IR
T FRTT IR o oo |

By T TERc . 1]
LRI T TR T




environmental assessment would be required will
depend on the types of projects, programs, and

other actions proposed in that plan.

Boundaries of the Study Area
The study area was defined by Congress in the
Western Reserve Heritage Areas Study Act (et120
STAT. 1846 PUBLIC LAW 109-338—OCT. 12,
2006) and reflects the original boundaries of the
Western Reserve as surveyed beginning in 1796
(Please refer to Figure 2).
Western Reserve Heritage Areas Study Act
... (c) BOUNDARIES OF THE STUDY
AREA.—The Study Area shall be comprised
of the counties of Trumbull, Mahoning,
Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga,
Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain, Erie,
Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio.

Vision of the Study Area

The vision of a regional heritage area celebrating
the Western Reserve was crafted following input
from citizens at Town Hall Gatherings, online
discussions on a social media website, Stakeholder
Group meetings and leadership discussions. Please
note that in this context, citizens were specifically
addressing the vision for National Heritage Area

designation of the Western Reserve, so the language

included here assumes designation. These functions

could represent visions should designation at any

level occur-national, state, or local.
In the spirit of a town square, which so
typifies its landscape, the Western Reserve
continues the area’s rich legacy of innovation
and advocacy by serving as a catalyst,
convener, and construct for regional
engagement, resource protection, and
interpretation of community resources and

economic progress within northern Ohio.

As a catalyst, the Western Reserve
Heritage Area motivates and encourages
awareness, discussion, and action,
energizing partnerships and empowering
existing organizations and individuals to
develop solutions to regional problems

and opportunities.

As a convener, the Western Reserve
Heritage Area encourages people to

come together. Distinct in their own
customs and landscapes, Western Reserve
communities and cultures are united by
the common stories and ideals, steeped
in tradition, that define the region-those
of innovation, sustainability, and a desire
to act on their beliefs. Bonding through

similar modern cultures, heritage, and

——r. - o

landscapes, participants bridge differences

and celebrate diversity.

Asa construct, the Western Reserve Heritage
Area goals and strategies are empowered
through place, both physical and
psychological. Linked by natural landscapes,
heritage, and cultural commonalities, the
Western Reserve prioritizes authenticity
and sustainability. Through this common
landscape, heritage, and culture, a Western
Reserve Heritage Area provides a virtual

space for civic engagement.

“This history of the Western Reserve is much like
a quilt—each segment with its own interest and
intrigue but collectively illustrates an engaging
cultural heritage that should be preserved and
appreciated.”
—Steve Madewell, Lake MetroParks

“The Western Reserve is diverse, but unified; urban
linked to rural; natural environments protected and
connected; a place where the future is determined
in the square. The mission is to continue to
empower individuals to guide the public and civic
institutions that govern our futures.”
—Chris Thompson,

Fund for our Economic Future

“The Western Reserve is a place that looks
to the future while recognizing its past.”

—Dennis Mersky, Floyd Browne Group, Inc.




“The Western Reserve has shaped the world in which
we live and will continue to foster success, growth,
and enlightenment for future generations.”
—Mark Winchell, Ashtabula County
Visitors Bureau

“The Western Reserve Heritage Area would create a
capacity to have town square dialogues,
a modern view of a virtual’ town square.”

—citizen of the Western Reserve at
Jefterson Town Hall Gathering

(Additional information about the role of virtual town
squares originated from the Walker Art Center’s Education
and Community Programs Development document ‘Art
and Civic Engagement: Mapping the Connections.”)

Goals for a Designated Western
Reserve Heritage Area

Heritage areas are grassroots efforts, led by

those living and working in a designated area’s
communities. As such, goals for designation should
evolve from the communities as well. To identify
goals for designation, surveys were distributed at
Town Hall Gatherings, and more than 72 people
responded to the question about what benefits
they hope to achieve with national designation. In
order of importance as identified by residents of
the Western Reserve, the goals for working united

as a heritage area are as follows. Also included are

several objectives for achieving these goals.

Goal 1: Increase resource protection and
conservation, including historic, cultural,
natural, and recreational resources in
your community.
« Enhance understanding of heritage
areas and ways to leverage these regional
collaborations to enhance quality of life for
future generations
 Encourage and facilitate community-
based plans and visions for retaining and
restoring their unique intrinsic qualities
« Recognize excellence

o Support richer investigations of our heritage
and lessons that can be applied today

Goal 2: Enhance and promote economic
development.
o Identify best practices where economies
are successfully built upon a
community’s assets
» Encourage exploration of ways goods and
services can be enhanced and/or developed
through recognition of place and its
unique qualities
o Explore ways industry sectors can enhance
and support one another throughout
the region
» Enhance direct spending and tax revenues
through providing quality experiences
for visitors
o Support economic vibrancy by sharing a
positive image of the region with the nation

Goal 3: Enhance community pride and
involvement in civic discussion.

o Facilitate town square discussions,
supporting community gathering and
facilitating discussions in communities
where opportunities do not exist

« Empower citizens in civic, economic, and
social issues

o Educate, in both formal and informal
settings, about the significance of the
Western Reserve as well as the role of
citizens in shaping communities and
their priorities

o Recognize local heroes who have made
a difference

Goal 4: Revitalize a neighborhood or district.

o Build capacity for community

empowerment

« Investigate and support sustainable
methods for adapting and re-using
community assets

“Celebration, Florida, has spent a lot of time
and money in creating a sense of place built
around community. We have these places
around every bend.”

—A Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study
stakeholder group member
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Public Outreach and Involvement

Process for Outreach and
Public Involvement
ne of the foundations common to all
successful heritage areas is an informed
and engaged community that is
committed to the long-term sustainability of the
regional project. Active participation and strong
support from all facets of the community are essential
to cultivating partnerships and collaborations.
This support is particularly important to leverage
resources for the conservation and interpretation
of the natural, historic, and cultural resources. The
Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study Team
developed a transparent community engagement
process that addressed the following objectives:

« Promote public understanding of heritage
areas and how they are managed.

o Inform members of the public about the
Western Reserve Heritage Study and how
they can become involved in the process.

o Assess public support for the proposed
Western Reserve Heritage Area.

o Determine if there is local capacity and
commitment to coordinate a Western

Reserve Heritage Area.

Stakeholder Committee

In order to achieve these objectives, the study
team developed a variety of diverse community
engagement methods to involve the public in the
Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study. One of
the first tasks was the creation of a Western Reserve
Heritage Feasibility Stakeholder Committee

with representation throughout the 14-county
region. Members of the committee included
elected officials and representatives from regional
nonprofit organizations, planning agencies, park
agencies, community and economic development
organizations, and historical organizations.
Represented on the committee were many of the
existing regional organizations within the proposed
Western Reserve Heritage Area, including the
Western Reserve Historical Society, Western
Reserve Land Conservancy, The Fund for our
Economic Future, and the Ohio & Erie Canalway
Coalition. Committee members met quarterly
throughout the planning process and provided
input and feedback regarding the development of
the Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study.

Civic Engagement Tools

A variety of community engagement methods was
implemented throughout the Western Reserve
Heritage Feasibility Study process, including town
hall meetings (public meetings), community and
elected official leadership meetings, radio and
cable television interviews, newspaper articles,
flyers, Western Reserve Heritage newsletters, and
articles in regional organizations’ newsletters.

In addition to traditional methods of public
involvement, the study team incorporated a variety
of social networking tools, including the Western
Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study Facebook
group, Twitter, and an interactive web site at
http://westernreserve.ning.com. This website

had 2,567 visitors and 92 users who registered as

members to receive updates.

United States Congressman Tim Ryan met
with members of the Western Reserve Heritage
Feasibility Stakeholder Committee and shared
information about his vision for a proposed

Western Reserve Heritage Area. Judy Billings from




Freedom Frontier National Heritage Area also
spoke to committee members regarding her region's

experience in designation and management of a

nationally-designated heritage area.

Town Hall Gatherings, Public Meetings, and Presentations

2009

2010

* Presentations
by stakeholder
committee
members and
others that
included a
discussion of
the Western
Reserve Heritage
Feasibility Study

Date Location Venue Number
June 1 Peninsula Cuyahoga Valley National Park (stakeholder committee) 30
August 27 Cleveland Stakeholder Committee Meeting 15
September 30 Cleveland Western Reserve Historical Society (historic interests) 35
September 30 Cleveland Stakeholder Committee Meeting 20
November 4 Kirtland Lake Metroparks Farmpark 25
November 4 Sandusky Lake Erie Shores and Islands Welcome Center 23
November 5 Rootstown NEOUCOM 27
December 2 Cleveland Stakeholder Committee Meeting 12
January 5 Canton Adventures in NE Ohio 30
January 7 Liberty Liberty Township Trustee Meeting 40
January 27 Burton Geauga County Historical Society 45
January 28 Akron Public Library 24
February 2 Norwalk Huron County Job & Family Services 10
February 3 Painesville Morley Library 20
February 4 Ambherst Lorain County Visitors Bureau 20
February 9 Cleveland Positively Cleveland offices 15
February 9 Cleveland Cleveland Zoo (snow storm) 2
February 10 Jefferson Ashtabula County Courthouse 20
February 11 Sandusky Sandusky City Hall 15
February 16 Ravenna Reed Memorial Library 10
February 17 Warren Kent State Trumbull Campus 35
February 18 Cleveland Hale Farm (historic interests) 30
February 22 Cleveland Stakeholder Committee Meeting 12
February 25 Medina County Library 20
March 21 Huron Friends of Erie Metropark * 100
March 31 Medina Partners in Tourism Meeting 21
April 20 Cleveland Northeast Ohio Inter-museum Council 56
April 22 Sandusky Sandusky Rotary Presentation * 75
April 27 Cleveland Stakeholder Committee Meeting 15
April 29 Geneva Ashtabula Economic Development Summit * 200
May 12 Ravenna Portage County Regional Planning Commission 18
June 15 Cleveland Stakeholder Committee Meeting 15
June 17 Ravenna Reed Memorial Library 10
June 21 Jefferson Jefferson Historical Society 30
June 22 Brecksville Sleepy Hollow Golf Course 10
June 23 Medina County Library 14
June 24 Huron Public Library 40
June 25 Akron Ohio and Erie Canalway Coalition 12
July 1 Youngstown Eastgate Regional Council of Government 23
July 22 Medina Medina Breakfast Kiwanis * 25
August 4 Wadsworth Downtown Wadsworth Organization * 18
August 10 Warren Congressman Tim Ryan’s Office 3
September 8 Medina Partners in Tourism Meeting * 18
September 9 Norwalk Norwalk Chamber Board Meeting 21
September 15 Cleveland Happy Days Visitors Center (tourism interests) 15
September 15 Cleveland Stakeholder Committee Meeting 12
October 26 Akron Summit County Mayors Association 19

Total Number of Participants—1,305
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Special Interest Meetings

Meetings were held with representatives of the
region’s tourism industry, as well as representatives
of museums and historical societies. These
meetings gathered specific information related

to the study and perspectives about the Western
Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study.

Meetings in a Box

The study team also developed a portable meeting-
in-a-box presentation about the proposed Western
Reserve Heritage Area and the feasibility study
process. This tool was provided to stakeholder
committee members for their use in making
presentations to service and civic organizations

throughout the Western Reserve.

~—N

“Our rich roots have
been exposed, and our

treasures unveiled.”

Media
Media releases were distributed prior to public
meetings. These releases also generated additional
feature article coverage. The following represent
those media mentions the study team is aware of
at this time:

Tribune-Chronicle, Warren

WEMJ-TV, Youngstown

WKBN-TYV, Youngstown

WYTV-TV, Youngstown

Youngstown Vindicator

News-Herald, Lake County

Akron Beacon Journal

Cleveland Plain Dealer

Chagrin Solon Sun

West Side Leader

Ohio.com

Cleveland State University News from Cleveland
Memory newsletter

VisitMedinaCounty.com newsletter
Clevelandareahistory.com
Medina County Public Access TV

Throughout the entire community engagement

process, the study team received constructive input

from citizens regarding the natural, historical, and

cultural resources of the region and what they

value about their community. Historically accurate

input was also received on how to interpret and

celebrate the unique heritage of the Western

Reserve. This input is referenced throughout the

Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study to
define guiding principles, values, goals, themes,

and other criteria as defined by statute.

Guiding Principles

Citizens throughout the Western Reserve share
fundamental beliefs and values. The following
guiding principles reflect those ideals identified
by citizens during Western Reserve Heritage
Feasibility Study town hall meetings, and

they are principles any organization assuming
coordination of a regional heritage area initiative

should protect and follow.

These principles reflect what citizens believe
designation of a Western Reserve Heritage

Area could do and for what purpose, and they
provide guidelines for how a coordinating entity
might move forward. To better understand these
principles, direct quotes from citizens supporting

each value are also provided.

The Western Reserve Heritage Area
respects property rights.

“We value private property rights.”

“All landowners understand what is special.
We have been able to protect land, agricultural
heritage, natural areas, and scenic vistas due to

successful homeowner programs, such as
easements to land trusts.”

“Local government control is preserved.”
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The Western Reserve Heritage Area
encourages, honors, and celebrates authentic
and diverse stories from multiple perspectives.

“We respect autonomy, but encourage
collaboration, among communities.”

“We celebrate our differences. After all, it was our
mix of cultures and people that created
our specialness.”

The Western Reserve Heritage Area focuses on
authentic and engaging experiences.

“There is authenticity. History is as history was.
The story we share was created through research
and expert historians.”

“There are living history experiences throughout
the region, and our region is 'living history.”

The Western Reserve Heritage Area connects
communities and people across the region.

“Integrated thinking is facilitated through "virtual'
Western Reserve town squares where we share
ideas and best practices.”

“Our communities know one another’s history”

“We work together as a region.”

The Western Reserve Heritage Area tells the
region’s story and raises national awareness of its
distinctive natural, cultural, and historic assets.

“People are aware of the impact this region had to
industry and culture on a national level”

“People know how to put the Western Reserve in
the context of U.S. history.”

The Western Reserve Heritage Area invests in
community engagement, education,
and empowerment.

The Western Reserve Heritage Area considers
future generations in everything we do.

“We have re-invented ourselves through educating
youth, hard work, and dedication.”

“Youth understand our roots.”

The Western Reserve Heritage Area sustains
and grows sense of place.

“Our resources, stories, and heritage have been
preserved for future generations.”

The Western Reserve Heritage Area believes
sustainability, innovation, and appreciation
of community resources fosters a strong
regional economy.

“We value renewability, sustainability,
and planned growth.”

“We've entered a new era. During the Industrial
Era, we measured our growth by feet and the size
of our physical footprints.”

“We have become leaders in recovering what

communities have lost: cultures, historic sites,
and natural resources.”

The Western Reserve Heritage Area values
and protects its natural, cultural,
and historic places and stories.

“There are contemporary uses of our resources that

reflect historical use.”

“We've preserved the beauty of the land and
our traditions.”

“Original characters of our communities are not
only protected, but are restored.”

“Our agriculture is maintained.”

\

“We are experiencing economic development
and new industry.”

“Characteristic of our New England settlers,
we are adventurous, opportunity-seeking,
and have a strong work ethic.”

“We are a heritage and cultural
tourism destination.”

“Our children stay here. There are many new jobs,

and we have helped them to create opportunities.
We've created an environment and quality of life
that keeps people here”

“Our economy is built on restoration of resources
and not depletion of resources.”

“We have an innovative way of looking at
economic activity that involves efficiency
and integrated thinking”

The Western Reserve Heritage Area
fosters pride within its communities
and across the region.

“We stand tall”

“We believe we are unique and special.”

23

“People understand "There’s no place like home.
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Story of the Western Reserve

By John Grabowski, Western Reserve Historical Society
uring the autumn, northern Ohio takes
on the appearance of New England.
The yellow and red foliage mimics
that of Connecticut and Massachusetts and, in
places, the built landscape mirrors those parts of
the eastern seaboard. The centers of many small
towns are anchored by town commons, often as
not the site of the community’'s Congregational or
Presbyterian Church.

This apparent mirage is not an illusion, but a
reminder of the region's cultural foundation.

It was once part of Connecticut known as that
state's Western Reserve, and "Western Reserve"
remains part of the name of a number of local
agencies ranging from schools to businesses and
social service agencies. Upon that foundation
rests a broader, more complex subsequent history,
for northern Ohio has evolved from rural to
industrial, and its population consists of a global

diversity of peoples unimaginable in late 18th-

<

'

History of the Western Reserve

century New England, the place and period that

gave birth to the Western Reserve.

Birth of the Western Reserve

The creation of the Connecticut Western
Reserve was very much a part of the colonial
and post-colonial speculative interest in the
trans- Appalachian lands that characterized the
18th century. George Washington and other
prominent Virginians had a keen interest in

the development of the Ohio country. New
Englanders also looked to acquire, sell, and settle
lands in the West. Some historians point out that
one of the major grievances the colonists had
with Great Britain centered on the Proclamation
Line of 1763, which prohibited expansion beyond
the mountains. It, along with taxes, was a cause

for the subsequent revolution.

When the Revolutionary War ended, a major
issue facing the new government (under the

Articles of Confederation) was the manner in

which the lands west of the Appalachians would

be administered. The area technically belonged

to the former colonies, as their royal charters

or grants often noted that their lands extended
from the Atlantic seaboard to the "South Sea." In
all cases but one, the new government was able

to secure the western colonial claims and then
reconstitute those lands that lay north of the Ohio
River as the Northwest Territory. The exception
was Connecticut. It managed to "reserve”

approximately 3,333,699 acres of its claim.

That Western Reserve began at the western border
of Pennsylvania and stretched 120 miles further
west. Its southern and northern borders were
those of Connecticut, 41 degrees and 42 degrees,
2 minutes. Connecticut's success in holding on to
this vast acreage stemmed from a legal issue that
predated the Revolution. Some of the territory of
New York and Pennsylvania impinged upon the
strip of land that Connecticut claimed as a result
of its original 1662 charter. This "loss" of land to
New York and Pennsylvania provided the basis for

Congress to accept the state's claim in 1786




(the fact that Virginia was also able to hold on to
some portion of its western claims, as its Military
Lands, provided a useful precedent). With that
done, the state looked forward to marketing the

land, but two issues needed to be solved first.

Roadblocks to Settlement

The primary issue was Native American claims

to the lands. While the native population in
northern Ohio was not substantial in the late
1700s, the land was nonetheless not open for
settlement. That matter came to partial closure in
1795, when the Treaty of Greenville extinguished
Indian claims to lands east of the Cuyahoga River
(the mouth of which would become the site of
Cleveland.) This allowed Connecticut to bring
the entire parcel to market, even though the
western portions were not yet open for settlement

(they would become available in 1805, when

all remaining native claims were settled). The

government of Connecticut did not, however, September 1826 map "Western Reserve Including the Fire Lands in Ohio” courtesy of The Ohio Historical Society

wish to sell the lands on a piecemeal basis. They

sought a single buyer for the entire parcel, and for the land, while the state held on to 500,000 back what they had borrowed and make a profit as

finding one proved somewhat problematic. acres in the far western section as the "Firelands," well by dividing the land into parcels and selling
set aside for Connecticut citizens whose property it in turn to settlers and other buyers. Neither the

Eventually a consortium of investors—35 had been burned by the British during the survey nor the sale of the land would prove easy.

purchasing groups comprising a total of 58 Revolution. While the transaction was now closed

individuals—came together as the Connecticut as far as the state was concerned, the investors Surveying the Purchase

Land Company to purchase the Western Reserve. faced a challenging process. They had bought the The investors' first step was to survey the lands east

They paid $1,200,000, or roughly 40 cents per acre, land on mortgage, speculating that they could pay of the Cuyahoga River in order to prepare them




for sale. The company chose its general agent,
Moses Cleaveland, to lead the first survey in 1796.
He arrived at the mouth of the Cuyahoga River
on Lake Erie on July 22. His surveyors named

the settlement there in honor of Cleaveland (the
spelling of its name was always ambiguous and
would be shortened to its current form in 1835).
He himself returned east in the autumn of that
year, never to return. Indeed, very few members of
the Connecticut Land Company chose to visit, let
alone settle on, their properties— they viewed the
enterprise purely as a business venture. However,
as in the case of Cleveland, various members of
the company are memorialized by place names
that still exist in the Western Reserve: for instance,

Rootstown is named after Ephraim Root.

The surveying, which continued for several years,
determined the landscape of the region more
than the actual early settlement did. It divided
the Western Reserve into 25 five-square mile-
townships (the townships in the remainder of
the Northwest Territory comprised 36-square-
mile grids as specified by the Land Ordinance of
1785) that were, in turn, subdivided into smaller
parcels. As communities were planned, they were
laid out in the pattern of New England—a town
square, surrounded by smaller lots for businesses,
churches, and homes within the center of the

community, and larger parcels for farming on the

outskirts. Today, Cleveland, the Western Reserve’s
largest city, still retains its central "Public Square"

complete with a church and a courthouse.

Early Settlement

Initial settlement in the Western Reserve was slow,
much to the consternation of the investors. One,
Oliver Phelps, narrowly escaped being sent to a
debtors' prison. It was uncertain as to what entity
actually had authority over the region. Was it the
State of Connecticut or the federal government?
Connecticut refused to handle governance of the
area, and so eventually, in 1800, an act of Congress
brought the region formally into the Northwest
Territory. Additionally, the Connecticut Land
Company made little provision for transport to the

area or for schools and other amenities.

Pioneering individuals and families faced great
hardships, and the Western Reserve had to
compete against other regions to attract settlers.
Western New York State, in particular, provided
a more proximate location for New Englanders
seeking better farmland. Finally, there were
lingering concerns as to whether the British,
ensconced in Canada just across the lake, might

someday lay claim to the Ohio lands.

Nevertheless, settlers slowly made their way to the

Western Reserve in gradually increasing numbers.
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Many came from Connecticut, Vermont, and
New York, with ancestral roots generally traceable
to Great Britain. As they built communities,

they gave substance through their churches,
courthouses, and small town businesses to the
"New England plans" created by the surveyors.
The region was, in terms of religion, cultural
mores, and economic interests, very much a clone

of New England.

New Settlers from Foreign Soils

Success would eventually alter, but never quite
extinguish, this cultural foundation, and that
success began to become evident in the years after
the War of 1812. Although there was real fear of a
British invasion during the conflict, the American
victory finally removed the potential threat of a
British takeover of the region. The end of the War
of 1812 and the Napoleonic Wars in Europe also
set in motion another factor that would change
not only the Western Reserve but the entire United
States. From 1820 to 1860, an estimated five
million individuals emigrated from Europe to the
United States and many, largely German and Irish,

would come to northern Ohio.

During the same period, the attraction of
northern Ohio grew with the creation of viable

transportation links, both to the eastern seaboard

and within the region and the state (Ohio having




been admitted as a state in 1803). Canals were
key to regional growth. The completion of the
Erie Canal in 1825 allowed easy access for goods
and people across New York and thence by lake
transport to the Western Reserve. Then, the
completion of the Ohio and Erie Canal from
Cleveland on Lake Erie, to Portsmouth on the
Ohio River, placed the region on a transport route
that stretched from the harbors of Europe to the
Gulf of Mexico.

These events began a period of transformation
for some areas of the Western Reserve. Towns
located on the north-south route of the Ohio and
Erie Canal grew, and their population diversified.
Cleveland, the "capital” of the Western Reserve,
had a population of 606 in 1820 and 43,417 four
decades later. Once largely Protestant, the Western
Reserve now had a growing number of Catholic
and Jewish inhabitants. The advent of railroads

in the 1850s served to accelerate change, and it
also shifted patterns of settlement. Towns that
had grown along the canal corridor now began to

stagnate as traffic went to the railroads.

Signs of Social Reform Emerge

The Civil War further catalyzed change in some
areas of the Western Reserve. Given its New
England roots, the region was strongly pro-union

and anti-slavery. Some towns, such as Oberlin

and Hudson, were profoundly abolitionist, with
the latter having been the home of John Brown
for a time. After the Civil War, two Western
Reserves evolved - one industrial and located

on the lakefront or on major rail lines, and the
other more rural and, to some extent, more
homogeneous in population. By the 1920s,
lakefront cities such as Ashtabula, Cleveland, and
Lorain housed populations drawn from all parts
of Europe and the American South and produced
goods that reshaped life in America. Parts of the
Western Reserve constituted one of the country’s
foremost centers of industrial production in 20th-
century America. But, just beyond these areas,

in towns including Stow, Tallmadge, Rootstown,
Mesopotamia, and Kinsman, the region looked

much the same as it had some 50 years earlier.

Modern Day Changes

Within the past six decades, the Western Reserve
of Ohio has changed again. The automobile and
post-World War II suburbanization, along with
new patterns of migration and immigration, has
altered landscapes and lifestyles. One-time small
towns such as Solon and Medina have become
exurban communities—as in the former, the town
square has all but been obliterated by the culture
of the automobile, whereas in the latter town, the
square survives and has become an icon for the

preservation movement and an asset for the city.

Diversity of population and religion has increased
throughout the region: small-town clinics employ
doctors from India, and cities such as Cleveland

and Akron celebrate their global heritage through

museums, monuments, and multicultural festivals.

There are, however, two rather interesting trends
stemming from these most recent changes. One

is the growing fascination with all historical
heritages in the region, whether they stem from its
New England roots, from Europe or Asia, or from
the cotton fields of Alabama. The other is the fact
that never before has the Western Reserve been as

viable in terms of regional identity as it is today.

The waterways, railways, and highways that served
to bring a wide variety of peoples, cultures, and
occupations into what some had called "New
Connecticut," also created an internal connectivity
that could not have been imagined by the
members of the Connecticut Land Company. That

connectivity is proving vital to the region's future.

Suggested Additional Readings

Hatcher, Harlan. The Western Reserve: The Story
of New Connecticut in Ohio. Kent, OH: Kent State
University Press, 1991.

Wheeler, Robert (ed). Visions of the Western
Reserve: Public and Private Documents of
Northeastern Ohio, 1750-1860. Columbus: Ohio
State University Press, 2000.




Western Reserve Themes
and Subthemes

The Western Reserve:
The Nation’s Town Square

Town squares appear throughout the Western
Reserve, but there is a regional connectivity

that goes beyond sharing an architectural and
landscape feature. The Western Reserve has been,
and continues to be, a microcosm of the nation.
Serving as the meeting and mixing place for
various cultures and types of people, the Western
Reserve is an example of the power of diversity
to create change. Progressive thinking and social
change throughout the nation were put into
action within the Western Reserve, including
movements for abolitionism, women’s rights, civil
rights, labor laws, and environmental protection.
Astounding inventions and business innovations
in manufacturing, industry, and technology
launched new commerce from starting points

in the Western Reserve. Education and cultural
advancements created and developed further

within the region changed our American way.

From church spires to smokestacks, Western
Reserve influences changed the nation. The
forward-thinking nature of this place began with
a focus on religion and expanded into industry,

transportation, social reform, and many other

societal issues. Innovation and improvements
were inspired by the rich mix of beliefs and
experiences that resulted by the blending of
different cultures - first from those cultures
shared by those who settled the land from
Connecticut and the East Coast. This blending
of beliefs, thoughts, and ideas was further
strengthened by waves of immigrants steeped in

their own cultural experiences.

The Western Reserve is the nation’s town square
and has been since the region’s creation soon after

the Revolutionary War. Town squares are places

What is a Town Square?

Here’s how residents of the Western Reserve defined a town square during Town Hall Gatherings to

discuss the feasibility study.

where fresh ways of thinking are the norm. They
are settings where people and institutions come
together to discuss happenings, advocate for a
better way, run their businesses, and build a sense

of community.

Stories from the Western Reserve

The importance of the Western Reserve in shaping
America is evident in six themes that reveal how
the Western Reserve both influenced national
history as well as reflects (serves as a microcosm)
the nation. The Western Reserve’s prominence

in innovation and social reform can be seen and

It’s d place to get the latest news. It’s kind of like yesterday’s Internet.

It a place to see and be-seen.

It’s a place where a community’s need for green'space was first recognized.

It’s a Social-gathering place = arplace to visit with friends-and-meet-new péople.

It’s a place for protests.

It’s a place that is “Open for Business.”

Its-a-placewhere national issues are discussed = events,-ideas; origins; impetusfor growth.

It’s the center of community activity.

It’s a place where new ideas take root.

Figure 3 Word from the Streets . . . What is a Town Square?




felt today. Examples where you can witness these
stories are included below each theme. These
stories are just samples of some of the places,
people, and innovations that evolved from a land
surveyed and settled by New Englanders, early
settlers, and immigrants. These stories evolved
from those attending public meetings. Following
an initial round of public meetings, the themes
were developed and presented to the public at a

second round of public meetings.

Theme #1- Migration

Settled by New Englanders in the late 18th and early
19th centuries, the Western Reserve has been home
to generation after generation of distinct domestic
and international immigrants bearing their own
ideas and traditions. This mixing of cultures and
beliefs has inspired new ways of thinking, new
ideas, and social reforms. At the same time, many
of the cultural elements of each immigrant group
have been retained and become part of the region’s
cultural vernacular, creating in the Western Reserve
a region that boasts vibrant ethnic communities
and customs, unique foods, an extensive calendar
of ethnic festivals, music, museums, art, and

club activities. The melting pot also gave rise to
social acceptance and reform as those escaping
persecution in their home countries sought a way

of life in America that would accept differences.

Diversity gave rise to social acceptance and reform.

One strong and enjoyable example of the
influence of migration on the region is food.

It has been said that if you follow the food you
will discover the culture. For many, whether

it is the Polish pierogi, the Czech kolache, or

the Italian pizzelle cookie, a tradition of home-
cooked history continues today. Waves of Italian
immigrants have fostered the development of
excellent, locally owned and operated Italian
restaurants throughout the urban areas of the
Western Reserve. New immigrants have also
brought their own food traditions; for example,
Taiwanese immigrants operate the Happy Buddha
Precious Temple, a vegetarian restaurant in
Cleveland. Food traditions like these exist around
the United States as a result of immigration, and
the concentration and diversity of them in the

Western Reserve make it a perfect illustration.

Music and art are also embodied in the history and
current culture of the Western Reserve. Polka clubs
and the presence of the “chicken dance” at weddings
in the area both carry on a largely forgotten music
type for many parts of the country. A rock-and-

roll tradition helped Cleveland land the Rock

and Roll Hall of Fame, and deejays from the area
were instrumental in racial integration of radio

programming nationwide.

There is much overlap among the subthemes. In
migration, for example, education was often an
important goal for many immigrant parents who
wanted their children to be successful and well-
educated citizens in their new home. Likewise,
internal migrations of African-Americans helped
give rise to the area’s civil rights influences on

the nation.

Places

Loghurst, Canfield - Loghurst is an 1805 log home
believed to be the oldest remaining log house

in the Western Reserve and is operated by the
Canfield Heritage Foundation.

Hale Farm and Village, Bath — An outdoor living
history museum for more than 50 years, Hale
Farm and Village provides all ages an opportunity
to experience life on the Western Reserve frontier

in the 19th century.

Slavic Village, Cleveland - Settlers from New
England were first attracted to this area in 1796 by
the fresh water and power provided by Mill Creek.
Construction of the Ohio and Erie Canal in 1825
led to industrial and commercial growth. The
arrival of heavy industry brought a large influx of
Welsh, English, Scottish, and Irish immigrants. In
the 1870s, Czech and Polish immigrants arrived,

bringing their culture and religion to the area,
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creating a neighborhood as rich in ethnic history

as any in the United States.

Western Reserve Historical Society Museum,
Cleveland - This not-for-profit educational
institution preserves its collections, historic
sites, and museums to inspire people to explore
the Western Reserve history and culture. Its
interpretation places the regional experience
within the larger context of state, national, and

global history. Today, it is the largest privately-

supported regional historical society in the nation.

Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage, Cleveland - The
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage introduces
visitors to the beauty and diversity of that heritage
in the context of the American experience. It
explores the lives of individuals and their families
in terms of their social, cultural, economic, and
scientific contributions to the region, the nation,

and the world.

Connecticut Land Company Office, Warren - Now
home to the Trumbull County Tourism Bureau,
this building once served as the headquarters for
the Connecticut Land Company where tracts of

land were sold.

Kilpi Hall, Conneaut - Kilpi Hall, the home of the

Conneaut Community Center for the Arts, is the

oldest original Finnish Hall in Northeast America.
Listed in the National Register of Historic Places, it
is where Finnish ancestors gathered to pray, laugh,

sing, and dance.

People
Moses Cleaveland led the first survey party to the

Western Reserve from Connecticut.

Rev. Heinrich Christian Schwan, a German
immigrant, introduced the first lighted Christmas
tree in Cleveland in 1851 and helped spread the

tradition across America.

Hector Boiardi, better known as Chef Boyardee,
emigrated to the region from Italy and opened a
Cleveland Restaurant. His sauce became nationally

recognized and a multi-million dollar corporation.

Bob Hope, a British-born comedian and actor,
moved to Cleveland in 1908 and later became
known e il S

for his :
humanitarian ; |
efforts, lt
particularly
his support of | E
U.S. Armed ‘
Forces and its
USO shows.

Geauga and Trumbull
Counties Amish
Communities

The Amish are a Christian separatist group
that preserves a simple, self-sufficient way

of life, avoiding modernization. They are
easily identified by their fraditional clothing
without adornment, hats; and beards on
married men. Their families tend to average
about seven children. The home is the central
place for gathering and fellowship in Amish
communities.! Church services, weddings,
funerals, and socialigatherings are all.conducted
at home. They do not allow electricity or
telephones and rely on horse and buggy for
travel. English is learned as a second language
during school (Pennsylvania Dutch is the
primary language for Amish), which runs
through eighth grade:

Amish'migration to.Geauga and Trumbull
counties began irf the 1880s, creating the
second largest Amish population in the state
and the fourth largest population in the United
States. There are about 60 Amish schools
in Geauga County, setving an Amish
population of more than 14,000. Their,
homes; horseand buggies, and simple
attire are-a 'visible'part’of life in"Géauga
County. Other;elements of their culture
that are-evident to visitors include
Amish shops for hardwood furniture,
quilts, hand-oven baskets, baked goods,
hand dipped candles & homemade
soaps. Roadside stands also offer fresh
produce and baked goods to visitors.




Innovation and Ideals

Food - Regional markets, restaurants, and dinner
tables express the diversity of those that settled the
region. “Cheesedom” described Aurora and its
surrounding communities in the 19th century as

a major center of cheese production. Beginning in
1808, local producers began shipping their cheese
elsewhere. With the influx of new immigrants
came new traditions and foods, including Pierogi,
Czech kolaches, Italian pizzelles, and Barberton

chicken-Serbian Style.

A cookie table is an ethnic wedding tradition
said to originate in Youngstown. In place of or
in addition to a traditional wedding cake, a large
table with cookies is commonly presented to

guests at Western Reserve wedding receptions.

With its origins dating back to 1840, the West Side
Market was dedicated in 1912. Its 137-foot
tower has stood as a Cleveland landmark for
nearly a century. Today the market is home to

more than 100 vendors of great ethnic diversity.

Music - The Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame
is dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of polka music. The Cleveland-Style polka has

its roots in Slovenian folk music.

Theme #2- Transportation

The Western Reserve connected itself to the nation;
in the development of those systems, it connected
the world. Canal boats, steamships, lake freighters,
railroads, automobiles, Goodyear Airship,

early aviation, and aerospace innovations—the
Western Reserve has been at the hub of designing,
manufacturing, and using the vehicles and systems
that transport people and goods. The region was

a heavy user of these technologies, illustrating
similar industrialization and settlement patterns

to those found elsewhere in America as a result

of transportation technologies and routes. More
importantly, it was the home of numerous
innovations in the design and manufacture of the

modes and methods of transportation.

The Western Reserve retains its historic role as

a center of automobile and parts production

and design, as well as in the construction and
movement of people and goods via transportation
system. For example, the Lordstown General
Motors plant increased the number of employees
in 2010 to build components for the new Chevrolet
Cruze. The region today has a rich heritage of
trails and outdoor recreation, evidenced through

a national park, the Ohio and Erie Canal Towpath
Trail, and an extensive array of connected trails
through metroparks systems. In the Towpath Trail,
one can see a historical form of transportation

giving way to a more modern priority.

Overlapping with other subthemes, the natural
existence of Lake Erie and the region’s rivers
created the basis for a water-based transportation
system that eventually included canals. Today,
water trails, boating, and ferries are a few of the
systems that continue to be used. Railroads in
particular fed the explosive growth of industry

in this region; the region also spurred railroad
growth as increased industry created a need to

move products.

Places

Steamship WILLIAM G. MATHER, Cleveland

— The 1925-built MATHER, a restored 618-foot
Great Lakes freighter, allows visitors to marvel at
the “engineering firsts” that helped transform the

Western Reserve into a great industrial center.




Goodyear Airdock, Akron — The Goodyear
Airdock in Akron was constructed in 1929 by

the Goodyear Zepplin Corporation. With its
construction, Akron became one of the centers
for development and construction of lighter-than-
air ships. In more recent years, the airdock has
been used for construction of military blimps by
Lockheed Martin.

NASA John H. Glenn Research Center, Cleveland —
Established in 1941, this research center formed to
develop and improve aircraft engines. The Flight
Propulsion Research Laboratory now investigates

all types of propulsion.

NASA Plum Brook Station, Sandusky — Plum
Brook is a facility for full-systems testing of large

flight-rated structures and propulsion systems.

National Packard Museum, Warren — The National
Packard Museum preserves the Packard Legacy,
recognizing Packard's influence on transportation
and industrial history Packard automobiles
introduced a number of innovations in its designs,
including the modern steering wheel and standard

12-cylinder engines.

People

Alexander Winton built the first diesel engine in
the United States and developed a production
schedule to make a group of cars according

to a pattern. Horatio Nelson Jackson made the
first cross-country automobile trip in 1903, in a

Winton automobile.

Garrett Morgan invented the traffic signal, as well

as the gas mask.

Charles Goodyear revolutionized transportation
through the discovery of a process to convert

rubber into usable materials.

Franklin Augustus Seiberling founded Goodyear
Tire and Rubber Company, created company

housing to benefit workers, and co-founded the
Lincoln Highway Association that built the first

hard-surface road across America.

Harvey Firestone
founded Firestone
Tire and Rubber
Company and
was one of the
first global

producers of tires.

Ransom Eli Olds was a pioneer of the American
automotive industry for whom both Oldsmobile

and Reo brands were named.

Alfred Kelley "the father of the Ohio canal

system," was born in Middlefield, Connecticut,

on November 7, 1789, and moved to Cleveland

in 1810 where he became the city’s s first mayor

in 1815. He was elected to the Ohio House of
Representatives in 1814 and served in state politics

in some capacity for the rest of his life.

Innovation and Ideals
The Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail and Canalway
National Scenic Byway are nationally designated

scenic byways.

The first tubeless automobile tire began to roll

within the Western Reserve.

The Soap Box Derby is a youth racing program,
and the World Championships are held in Akron
every July. Cars competing in this event rely only

on gravity to move.

The first padded bicycle seat in the world, known
as the Garford Saddle, was produced by Garford
Manufacturing Company in Elyria.




Edison Birthplace, Milan

Unquestionably one of the most prolific
inventors of all time, Thomas Alva Edison was
born in Milan in 1847. Located on the Huton
River and canal, and serving.as the depot fdr,
arich trade in wheat and supplies for inland
families, Milan was not only, the second largest
wheat shipping port in the world, but also a
major shipbuilding center. Edison was just seven
years old when the family moved to Port Huron,
Michigan. Edison visited his birthplace horne in
1923 and was shocked to discover it was still lit

by candles and lamps.

Best known for his invention of‘the electric light
bulb in 1879, Edison held many other patents
that changed our world: Some of his inventions
include a vote recorder, stock ticker, phonograph,
electric motor, and motion picture projectar.

Edison’s birthplace is open as a museum, and it
is the enly national Edison site to have family
involvement in it§ operation.

Theme #3- Industry

The earliest days of the Western Reserve were
marked by a powerful agricultural industry that
made the region prosperous. At one point, the
region was one of the most prolific cheese- and
maple syrup-making areas in the nation. Later,
heavy “smokestack” industries led to the primacy of
this area as a regional, national, and international
force in business and manufacturing. Innovations
and prolific production in oil, iron, rubber,

and steel led the region to this manufacturing
prominence from the Civil War through World
War II, bringing the peoples of the world to the
Western Reserve for jobs in factories and mills.
These immigrants further enhanced innovations by
bringing their unique knowledge and skills, such as

furniture-making and clock-making.

It was the spirit of the New England “Yankee,”
regarded by many as sharp, canny, and resourceful
that began the industrial advances in the Western
Reserve, a movement that continued by waves of
skilled immigrants. This drive to make systems
better, more efficient, and more profitable
continues today as the region is an international
center for progressive medical care and research,

and polymer innovations.

The innovative spirit of work in the region also

translated into the Western Reserve leading the

nation in innovations in labor structures and
relationships, as well as in worker’s rights. Important
national struggles for worker’s rights took place

in Cleveland, Akron, Warren, and Youngstown,
changing the face of industry for all Americans. The
existence of strong industries led to the establishment
of educational institutions of technology, design, and
the arts to feed manufacturing and to augment the

quality of life for workers.

Places

Wineries - German immigrants, who came to

the Western Reserve in the late 1800s, brought
with them German winemaking techniques and
found a microclimate influenced by Lake Erie that
produced excellent grapes and wines. Wineries
popped up from the Lake Erie Islands, near
Sandusky, all the way east to the Pennsylvania
border. This narrow strip became known as the
“Lake Erie Grape Belt”, an area that is home to well

over half of the grape acreage in Ohio.

Youngstown Historic Center of Industry and Labor
— This museum tells the story of the impact of the
iron and steel industries on Youngstown and other

Western Reserve communities.

Hopewell Furnace, Struthers — Built in 1803, the
Hopewell Cold-Blast Charcoal Furnace was the
first furnace built in the State of Ohio. It was built
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on Yellow Creek by James and Daniel Heaton near

the present city of Struthers.

Ambherst Sandstone Center, Amherst -- Beginning
in 1847, Ambherst developed and prospered
around the sandstone industry and its associated
quarries. Amherst sandstone is well known for
its quality, durability, and rich texture, and it has
been used for construction projects throughout

the world.

National Inventors Hall of Fame™, Akron - This site
honors the women and men responsible for the
great technological advances that make human,

social, and economic progress possible.

People

Thomas Alva Edison held 1,093 U.S. patents
including the incandescent light bulb, motion
picture camera, printing telegraph, and

cylinder phonograph.

John D. Rockefeller was an American oil magnate

who revolutionized the petroleum industry.

Halsey Taylor invented the bubbling

drinking fountain.

Quincy Gilmore invented improvements to the

artificial heart.

It was the spirit of the New
England “Yankee,” regarded
by many as sharp, canny, and
resourceful that began the
industrial advances in the

Western Reserve ...

——

Lewis Miller invented equipment that led to the

modern-day combine harvester.

Dr. Daniel B. Woods was one of the first doctors in

the west to use ether in surgical procedures.

Platt Rogers Spencer is the father of American
handwriting who perfected the Spencerian Script

influenced by nature and Lake Erie.

Ferdinand Schumacher founded a company that

merged to become Quaker Oats Company.

Ohio Columbus Barber was known as the
“American Match King” and helped form several

companies including Diamond Match Company

and Babcock and Wilcox Company.

Innovation and Ideals
The first whole-body x-ray scanner was developed
by Ohio Nuclear, Inc.

United Rubber Workers Union was founded in Akron.

Salt is mined under Lake Erie, and Morton Salt got

its start in the Western Reserve.

Countryside Initiative is an innovative community-
based food system that re-establishes farms within

the Cuyahoga Valley National Park.

Medical breakthroughs are vast and include the first
near-total face transplant, surgical procedure to
repair diseased heart valves, larynx transplants, and
development of a new pacemaker to allow spinal

cord injury patients to breathe with a ventilator.

The American Society of Metals International
became an international society for materials
professionals. Its International Geodesic Dome is a

landmark in the world of technology.

An area of the Western Reserve is known as the
“polymer valley” for its large number of plastics

and rubber companies since the 1800s.

The Sheffield Manual Labor Institute was among

the first that trained men and women of all races.




Theme #4- Lake Erie

Part of the largest freshwater system in the world,
Lake Erie created the climate for the Western
Reserve’s dynamic cultural and industrial history.
Its influence on the weather and natural landscape
is evidenced by flourishing vineyards, nurseries,
and orchards, while the natural features dictated
where harbors and canals developed. These
working waterways connected the Western
Reserve to the world, providing transportation
for people and ideas to and from the region,

jobs, and a carrying route for raw materials and
manufactured goods. The impact of industry

on the lake and rivers also created change in the
1970s. The nation’s environmental movement,
The Clean Water Act, and the birth of the
Environmental Protection Agency were sparked
by grassroots efforts that followed media coverage
of the “burning” of the Cuyahoga River when an

oil slick upon the river ignited.

Focus on the lake continues to shift in value from
viewing it as only a way to fuel an industrial engine
to a recreational, scenic, and natural resource
creating a quality of life few areas possess. Today,
the lake’s value as a recreational, scenic, and natural
resource is becoming increasingly recognized. As
water issues emerge in other areas of the United

States, Lake Erie’s importance as part of the vast

freshwater Great Lakes system will increase as well.
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Important research on Lake Erie and the Great
Lakes is conducted within the region, with academic
institutions cooperating and leading the way. Scenic
and working lighthouses, shipwrecks, sportfishing,
historic resort communities, and a history of
tourism along the lakefront are important elements

of the region’s heritage and its identity today.

Places

Ashtabula Harbor District — With completion of
the railroad in 1873, Ashtabula's harbor became a
direct route to ship iron ore to the booming steel
mills of Youngstown and Pittsburgh. Demand

for labor in Ashtabula brought Swedish, Finnish,
Irish, Italian, and other immigrants to the city. The
harbor was one of the busiest ports on the Great
Lakes. Now on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1975, the district conveys the feeling of a
characteristic late 19th century commercial street
of structures ranging from the High Victorian

Italianate through the Neo-Classical styles.

Harbour Town 1837, Vermilion - Once known as
the “Village of Lake Captains,” no other place in
Ohio has so many beautifully maintained captains’

homes in its historic district.

Marine museums in Fairport Harbor, Ashtabula,
Vermilion and Sandusky celebrate the rich

maritime history on Lake Erie
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The Ohio State University Stone Laboratory is the
oldest freshwater laboratory on the Great Lakes.
More than 65 researchers from at least a dozen of
our nation’s academic institutions and agencies use
Stone Laboratory as a base for solving Great Lakes
issues such as aquatic invasive species, the Dead
Zone, harmful algal blooms, and nutrient loading.
Stone Laboratory also serves as an OSU island
campus for undergraduate and graduate students,
in addition to serving as a workshop site for high

school and middle school students.

Lake Erie lighthouses are located in Conneaut,
Fairport, Ashtabula, Lorain, Cleveland, Vermilion,
Huron, Sandusky, Port Clinton, and Put-in-Bay.
The Marblehead Lighthouse, built in 1822, is the
oldest continuously operating lighthouse on the

Great Lakes.

Perry’s Victory and International Peace Memorial,
Put-in-Bay - This National Park Service site and
memorial commemorates international peace and

the Battle of Lake Erie during the Ware of 1812.

Views of Lake Erie and access to its beaches and
waters are found at several sites, including state

parks in Geneva-on-the-Lake and Marblehead.

Mentor Marsh, Mentor - One of the largest natural

marshes remaining along the Lake Erie shoreline,




Mentor Marsh is an important breeding and

nursery area for wildlife that depend on Lake Erie.

Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research
Reserve, Huron — Part of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administrations network of estuarine
research reserves, Old Woman Creek is the only
one representing a Great Lakes freshwater estuary.
Estuaries are a transition zone between land and
water, resulting in a site with a variety of habitats
including marshes and swamps, upland forests,

open water, tributary streams, and barrier beach.

The Lake Erie Islands archipelago of South Bass,
Kelleys, Middle, North, and Pelee islands are
places of maritime commerce, military history,
winemaking, quarrying, and tourism. Isolated

from the mainland and accessible only by boat or

Tinkers Creek

air, these islands retain a coastal charm and are

becoming recognized for their natural treasures.

People

Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry
led U.S. naval forces to victory
during the War of 1812’s Battle of
Lake Erie, securing control of the

Commodore Perry

lake and forcing British retreat.

George Hulett invented the Hulett ore unloader

that revolutionized shipping on the Great Lakes.

Samuel L. Mather is credited with opening the rich
iron ore resources of the Lake Superior region,
bringing Cleveland to its position of supremacy in

the iron industry.

Benajah Wolcott was one of the first settlers on the
Marblehead Peninsula in 1809. On June 24 1822,
he was appointed keeper of the newly completed
Marblehead Lighthouse. Following his death 10
years later, his wife—Rachel Wolcott—became the

first female lighthouse keeper on the Great Lakes.

Pierpont Edwards founded the Toleration Party
in Connecticut and became a U.S. federal judge.
He was also one of the original members of the
Connecticut Land Company, owning South
Bass, Middle Bass, and Gibraltar islands. He
and his agents began farming till after the War
of 1812 when they began providing maritime

resources and services.

Tinkers Creek is named for Joseph Tinker; who was the principal boatman for Moses Cleaveland'ssurvey crew. This 52-person

work unit from Connecticut was charged with surveying the original Western-Reserve. They didn't finish the survey work entirely,

and Tinker died in"a boating accident while returning to New England

Tinkers Creek is the largest tributary of the Cuyahoga River, draining parts of 24 different political jurisdictions, spanning

Portage, Geauga, Summit, and Guyahoga counties. At a total length of about 30 miles, Tinkers Creek has a drainage area.of

96.4 square miles. Its-waters eventually end up in Lake Erie, providing an example of how actions that impact water quality

of tributaries contribute to the quality of Lake Erie waters as well. In-a 2-mile stretch, the creek drops 220 feet through a steep

gorge, producing waterfalls and cascades that provide pleasant viewihg for visitors to the area.

Tinkers Creek State Nature Preserve includes almost 786 acres of rich peat,-swamp, and marshland populated with diverse foliage

and fauna.-For example, nesting waterfowl, songbirds, Canada geese, wood ducks, beavers, whitetail deer, mink, raccoon, weasel,

muskrat, fox, snapping turtles, water snakes, four-toed salamanders, and bullfrogs are commonly-found within its boundaries.

Photo by Miriam Poling




Innovation and Ideals

Clean Water Act of 1972 - The publicity
surrounding the water quality of Lake Erie and
the Cuyahoga River publicity when it “caught
fire” in 1969 served as a catalyst in passage of
the Clean Water Act, the first laws to protect
the nation's waters and to eliminate pollution

discharge into waterways.

Lake Erie is known as the “Walleye Capital
of the World”, and it produces more fish for
human consumption than the other four Great

Lakes combined.

An emerging interest in steelhead fishing and
increased access and water quality has led to the

growth of steelhead fishing in the lake’s tributaries.

Theme #5- Land Use and Architecture
Choices in land use began with the first surveying
team sent to the Western Reserve from New
England. Unique surveying methods resulted in
settlement patterns that included town squares,
radiating patterns of land use and roadways, and five-
mile-square townships. As early settlers from New
England arrived in the area, they brought distinct
architectural patterns, examples of which are prolific
through the region. Especially common in the early

era were wood-frame and wood-sided buildings.

As increased immigration and industrialization
occurred, architectural tastes were influenced by
those of the world and country at large and by the
increased availability of other building materials,
such as stone and brick. Civic buildings of the
region, particularly those of heavy industrial
periods, are awe-inspiring examples of their
architectural types, which include Richardsonian
Romanesque, Beaux Arts, Greek Revival, and
more. These structures are a testament to the
wealth that generated in the Western Reserve
and—when built with private monies—to the
philanthropic bent of the region’s leadership
through time. Many continue to serve their
communities today as city halls, libraries,

auditoriums, and theaters. The homes of financial

giants, such as the Tudor Revival-style Stan Hywet

Hall, illustrate the individual wealth that was
generated and held here.

Not all structures are illustrations of magnitude
and expenditure, however. Especially in areas
with high immigration numbers, such as
Youngstown, one finds smaller churches, clubs,
and halls within ethnic communities that
illustrated the groups’ shared culture. Historic
neighborhoods range from high-style to
vernacular, from industrial-era mansions lining
the streets to small, wood-frame homes that

cohesively portray their period of significance.

Places

Town squares, such as those in Medina, Hudson,
Canfield, Tallmadge, Mesopotamia, Cleveland,
Milan, and many other Western Reserve
communities, mirror the settlement patterns

brought to the area by Connecticut settlers.

Millionaire Row, Warren - Historic Mahoning
Avenue is where the local affluent — the “Who's
Who” of American industry, commerce, and
politics — built and lived in stately homes and

mansions that lined the street during the mid- to
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late-1800s. Recognized as national treasures,

many of these structures have been restored to

their original grandeur. Today they are home to
businesses, museums, offices, and private residences
including the Sutliff Museum, an authentic

recreation of the Victorian period, circa 1830-1900.

Trumbull County Courthouse, Warren —
Completed in 1897, this building is a Richardson
Romanesque design and features Ohio's largest

common pleas courtroom.

Sandusky is home to one of the largest collections

of historical limestone architecture in the country.

Stambaugh Auditorium is a Greco-Roman style
building financed by a leading Youngstown

businessman.

Shandy Hall is the oldest frame house in the Western

Reserve to be preserved in its original form.

Norwalk is situated at the center of the Firelands,
a subregion of the Western Reserve, and is an

architecturally-diverse historic district.

People
The Van Sweringen brothers built Cleveland’s
Terminal Tower, the second tallest building in the

world when completed in 1930.

Jonathan Goldsmith was a master builder and a

pioneer in the Greek Revival Style of architecture.

Daniel Burnham co-developed the 1903 Group
Plan that included the Cleveland Mall, public
green space, and the city’s major civic and

governmental buildings.

J. Milton Dyer was a prolific and prominent
architect who designed many Cleveland buildings,
including one of the country’s first major

exhibition halls.

Medina Town Square

- - ~

Ernest |. Bohn became the "father" of public
housing and introduced the first enabling
legislation in Ohio. The first three public housing
projects authorized and begun by the Public Works

Administration were built in Cleveland in 1935-37.

Innovation and Ideals
Shaker Heights was one of the country’s first

Garden City suburban planning projects.

Original records of the Connecticut Western Reserve
Land Company show how settlement of the area was

a “test bed” for public land systems and surveying.

Typical of many-cities and-towns in the Western Reserve, Main Street Medina boasts a classic town square at

the heart of its historic downtewn commercial district. The city’s Main Street website (www.mainstreetmedina.

com) describes its creation:

Founded in 1818, one of the first things Medinas earliest settlers did was to clear away the huge trees and create

a public park; or, as it was called-in their native New.England, a*Town Commons or-Village Green. Business and

residential buildings quickly sprang up along the four streets surrounding the park. The community received a

grant.ofland on the condition it become the county seat for Medina County.

The Medina Public.Square Historic District includesa
central green'space with a gazebo, surrounded by a

courthouse, retail stores, restaurants; the convention and

visitors bureau, various county;, city and federal
governiment buildings, historic churches, theaters, anda
niagnifieent publiclibrary building“The Publi¢ Square
Histori¢ District is listed on the National Register-of

Historic Places and-remains the heart of the community

today, with events like summer concerts and special
programs taking place there.
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Land conservancies, metropark systems, and
state and federal agencies have acquired and
preserved public spaces for Western Reserve

residents and visitors.

Cemeteries and monuments trace the region’s

heritage and wealth.

Main street thoroughfares, town squares and
downtown business districts continue to be the

center of community activity.

Theme #6 — Education and Social Reform
Those within the Western Reserve have seldom
been afraid to fight for their beliefs. We see
evidence of this in widespread involvement in
abolitionism, Underground Railroad, women’s
rights, civil rights, and environmental action
advocated by citizens of the region. Harriet Taylor
Upton led the early women’s suffrage movement
from here, Oberlin College had a racially
integrated student body as early at 1835, and Case
Western Reserve University has a Social Justice
Institute that works to encourage civic discourse

and engagement today.

A climate supportive of philanthropy has
aided the region’s ability to create change. The
region provided the first public scholarships

Sutliff Museum, Warren

The life and times of the Sutliff familyare featured in thisimuseum from pioneer times of the Western Reserve

through the days of the Civil War to the height of the Victorian era.

The Sutliff brothers, Levi and Milton, were active in the area’s abolition movement and played signifi¢ant roles

in the Underground Railroad. Levis daughter, Phebe Temperance Sutliff, was a scholar and educator, teachifig

at the college level and eventually serving-as the first woman president of Rockford (Illinois) College in the

early 20th century. Upon returning to Ohio from Illinois, she was instrumental in many civic oyganizations

in Warren, including forming educational programs for immigrants and serving as the first female board
president of the Warren Public Library in 1938. She established and endowed the-Sutliff Museum

The Warren Library Association, through the Sutliff Museum,

continues the Sutliff legacy of community service and education

throuigh programs such as the Undeérground Railroad Suitcase

and lectures. Outside the doors of the museum is-an Underground
Railr6ad exhibit established by the Warren Library Association
thatproevides-a ghmpse of the local'anti-slavery sentiments-from

the 1820s to the 1850s. This exhibit has earned the Warren-

Trumbull County Public Library (which houses both the exhibit

and the Sutliff Museum) a Freedom Station designation by the

National Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati.

for education. Industrial leaders paid for the
construction of libraries, theaters, and other civic
buildings. Today, the volume of community-based
foundations is above the norm, evidencing a

continued tendency to give.

For many;, religion formed the foundation
for active social reform and a giving spirit.
Connecticut settlers brought with them faith,
a practice of tithing, and Puritan beliefs. This

regional attention to matters of the spirit was
strengthened by the arrival of new immigrants,
many of whom were seeking to escape persecution
based on their religious beliefs. One needs only to
scan the horizon in a town of the Western Reserve
to see the diversity and volume of churches that

evidence the religious heritage of the region.




Places

John Brown Home, Akron - The fight to end
slavery in the United States was the driving force
and passion of John Brown’s life; here, one can see
documentation of his life history, from his days of
youth in his hometown of Akron in the 1830s, to

his historic raid on Harper’s Ferry in 1859.

John Mercer Langston House, Oberlin — A National
Historic Landmark, this site was home to John
Mercer Langston, abolitionist and U.S. Congressman,
who was one of the first African-Americans elected

to public office in the United States.

William H. McGuffey Boyhood Home, Warren
— A National Historic Landmark, this site was
home to William H. McGuffey, creator of the
McGuffey Readers.

Oberlin Heritage Center — This award-winning
museum complex includes three beautifully
preserved historic sites including the Monroe
House (1866), Jewett House (1884), and
Schoolhouse (1836).

Oberlin College — This small Ohio college has an
extraordinary, nationally significant history. It was
a hotbed of abolitionism, women’s activism, part
of the Underground Railroad, and a leader in non-

segregated higher education opportunities.

Hubbard House Underground Railroad Museum

— Not only is this site an excellent example of
Western Reserve architecture, but it was also used
to shelter slaves moving along the "Underground
Railroad.” Written accounts list over 30 individuals
seeking freedom stayed at the house at one time

before boarding ships to Canada.

Historic Kirtland and Kirtland Temple — From
1831 to 1838, Kirtland was a bustling community

and headquarters of an
energetic new religious
movement under the

leadership of Joseph
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Smith, Jr. Historic
Kirtland tells the story
of early members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.

Wellington — In 1858, a runaway slave was seized
by U.S. marshals in Oberlin and transported to
Wellington for deportation to the south. Plans
were thwarted when a massive crowd gathered in
Wellington. The people involved were indicted for

violation of the "Fugitive Law.”

Union Chapel, Newbury—Residents built the
Union Chapel when the Congregational Church

across the street refused to allow James Garfield

to speak there, as they were concerned about the
topic of his speech. Garfield, later the twentieth
President of the United States, dedicated the
small chapel to free speech. The South Newbury
Woman's Suffrage Political Club, one of the oldest
in the US., was organized there, and Louisa May
Alcott and Susan B. Anthony are among those

who have spoken at the chapel.

People
Toni Morrison is a Nobel Prize and Pulitzer Peace

Prize winning author.

Joshua Reed Giddings was an
American statesman and

abolitionist.

Jay Cooke was a wizard financier

who developed the war bond

system to aid union efforts during
the Civil War.

Jay Cooke

Harriet Taylor Upton secured the National
Women’s Suffrage Association national
headquarters in Warren and was active in politics

in late 1800s.

John Mercer Langston was one of the first African-
Americans elected to public office when elected as

a town clerk in Ohio.




Archibald Willard
painted The Spirit

of '76 in Wellington
after seeing a patriotic
parade pass through

the town square.

Betsy Mix was president of the women-speaking-
only Salem women’s rights convention in 1850 and

was an active abolitionist.

Clarence Darrow was an attorney during the

Scopes-Monkey trial.

Ransom Dunn was an early evangelist who

influenced abolitionists.

Innovation and Ideals

First Community Charity Fund Community
Chest was the first community charity fund and
precursor to the United Way.

Women's suffrage movement was nationally

headquartered in Warren.
The Anti-Saloon League was founded in Oberlin
and became one of the nation’s most powerful

prohibition lobbying organizations.

Alcoholics Anonymous began in Akron.

Easter Seals began in Elyria as the National Society
for Crippled Children.

The Akron Plan for church buildings was first
used in 1872 and was popularized by architectural
pattern books in the late 19th and early 20th
century. The plan is typified by an auditorium
worship space (the "rotunda") surrounded by
connecting Sunday school classrooms spaces on
one or two levels. The plan promotes efficiency of
movement by congregants between worship and

Sunday School.

Oberlin

Abolitionism and Underground Railroad
movements were active throughout the

Western Reserve.

The open shelf library systerm was founded in the
Western Reserve.

The “burning” of the Cuyahoga River sparked the
national environmental movement, the formation
of the Environmental Protection Agency, and

passage of the 1972 Clean Water Act.

Oberlin has a long and vibrant history*of invalvement in Key social issues facing the nation. Active in the

Underground Railroad movement; the city has been called-the ‘Town that Started the Civil War” for the'uproar

it raised when Oberlin residents and Oberlin College students traveled to nearby Wellington taifree a man from
slave catchers. Abolitionism was not the only issue tackled by residents of this campus community. Civil rights,
temperance; prohibition, and women’s rights all received a boost from this small community.

Oberlin College was the first in-the nation to regtilarly enroll women-alongside men; it was the first to graduate
an African-American female. A'sampling of the college’s alumni demonstrate the unique role thiS community has
played - John Mercer Langston who became the first

African American elected to Congress-from Virginia,

Antoinette Brown who became the first ordained female

minister in the United States, and Lucy Sténe who helped

organize the American Wonian Suffrage Association.

The progressive Oberlin Heritage Center maintains three
historic sites where visitors learn more about this community’s
celebrated past. This award-winning center provides guided
tours, history walks, workshops, and programs.
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Historical Resource Inventory

he National Park Service recognizes

“nationally distinctive landscapes” as

those containing regional and national
stories and related natural, cultural, and historic
resources that retain integrity. This connection
between story and existing resources provides
visitors and residents the ability to understand
their own and the region’s heritage in the context
of the nation’s heritage. The historical and cultural
resources of the Western Reserve are significant and
varied, and many retain the integrity required to

show the historic importance of this area of Ohio.

The historical resources are, in fact, so rich in this
region that the challenge lies not in identifying

or inventorying what is available but rather in
exemplifying the depth and breadth of what
exists in a manageable inventory. The preceding
chapters in this plan have described and classified
numerous heritage sites, history museums,
historic towns and cities, and other resources that

fit within the themes of Western Reserve. This
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Resource Inventory

section focuses on the breadth of heritage resources
existent in the heritage area boundaries, evidenced
by inventories and lists generated for purposes such

as the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register of Historic Places “is the
official list of the Nation's historic places worthy of
preservation” (http://www.nps.gov/nr/about.htm).
Properties must be old enough (generally 50 years
or older) and of national significance for their
related stories, architecture, engineering, industry,
or archaeology. In addition, enough historic
fabric must remain to evidence that nationally
significant element(s). The Western Reserve
contains 1,005 National Register of Historic
Places, including 17 National Historic Landmarks
within the counties that comprise the heritage
area. These landmarks include:

« Jay Cooke House, Gibraltar Island

o Johnson’s Island Civil War Prison,
Marblehead

o NASA Spacecraft Propulsion Research
Facility, Sandusky

o Thomas A. Edison Birthplace, Milan

o Wilson Bruce Evans House, Oberlin

o John Mercer Langston House, Oberlin
« Oberlin College, Oberlin

o Stan Hywet Hall, Akron

o Ohio and Erie Canal

o NASA Zero Gravity Research Facility,
Cleveland

« US.S. COD, Cleveland

o Cleveland Arcade, Cleveland

o Kirtland Temple, Kirtland

o James A. Garfield Home, Mentor

o William H. McGuffey Home, Coitsville

o Harriet Taylor Upton House, Warren

« Joshua Reed Giddings Law Office, Jefferson

The Ohio Historic Inventory is a listing of
surveyed and reviewed structures, buildings, or
objects that have some historic, architectural, or
engineering interest. The inventory program was
developed to serve as an accurate and continuing
record of the architectural and historic properties
currently existing in the state. The properties in

the listing have not yet been determined to have

national, state, or local significance, but they are
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a pool of resources with merit. To be placed on
the Ohio Historic Inventory, a property must be
surveyed and described in an application that is
submitted for review and acceptance by the Ohio
Historic Preservation Office. Criteria addressed
on the form include category or theme, year
built, architect or style, and condition of property,
to name a few. There are 20,839 Ohio Historic

Inventory listings within the Western Reserve.

The map to the left illustrates these National
Register of Historic Places and Ohio Historic

Inventory significant properties.
The telling of the region’s story happens within

and through many organizations—small,

medium, and large—and in many communities.

The Firelands Museum

These organizations are museums, historic sites,
history collections at libraries, downtown/Main
Street committees, and the like, and they are
reflected in the constituency of the Ohio Local
History Alliance. The directory of local history
organizations for the counties encompassed by the
Western Reserve lists more than 220 organizations
of this kind. A list of these organizations is

included in Appendix B.

Cultural Resources Inventory
National and international events triggered
waves of domestic and international migration
into the Western Reserve since the initial land
survey in 1796. Migrants to all areas of the

Western Reserve-rural and eventually urban,

Since 1857, the Firelands Historical Society in Norwalk has collected the stories and material cltute of the

historic Firelands of the Western Reserve. This half millioh-acre portion is located at the far'west of the Western

Reserve and was first called the Fire Sufferers Land. In 1792, Connecticut’s legislature gave this tract of land-to

the citizens of nine towns—Norwalk, New Haven, East Haven, Greenwich, Danbury, Ridgefield, Groton, New

London, and Fairfield—that were invaded and burned by the British during the American Revglution. Though

the war ended in 1781, the land wasn't surveyed until 1808, resulting in most the original

sufferers being gone or too-old to trayel. Early-settlers-were instead-seekers of affordable

land and*milderwinters.

When settlement took hold, agriculture was the primary industty. After the railroads

were-built;-the Firelands also became known for manufacturing. Itremains-a mix-of the

two, anid many of the towns still evidence New England heritage, architecture, and in

some-cases, Connecticut town names. Today, the public can visit the historical society to

see the museum displays, conduct research, attend events, or conduct meetings.
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major metropolitan areas-transplanted traditions,
beliefs, customs, food ways, and folk life from
virtually every corner of the globe, including
Europe, Africa, Asia, Russia, and other regions
of the United States. These cultural traditions
took root, and today continue to define the ever-
changing character of the Western Reserve’s rural
and urban landscapes. Evidence of the diverse
mix of ethnic influences survives throughout

the region in places, neighborhoods, museums,
festivals, street corners, restaurants, places of
worship, fashion and architecture, historic sites,

cemeteries, and social clubs.

Pre-1796
Several thousand years before the American
Revolution and the onset of European settlement
in the region, American Indians occupied the
land. The story of prehistoric inhabitants and
the history of American Indians in the Western
Reserve through the late 18th and early 19th
centuries, when treaties pushed what remained of
the native tribes out of the region and opened the
area up for European settlement, can be explored
at various places throughout the Western Reserve,
include the following:

o Cleveland Museum of Natural History

o Cuyahoga Valley National Park

o Firelands Archaeological Research Center,
Firelands

o Lake County Indian Museum, Willoughby




These organizations discover, document, and
conserve archaeological sites; conduct field,
laboratory, statistical, and literature review
activities; disseminate knowledge on the subject
of archaeology; and engender an appreciation

in the general public of the importance of
archaeology in understanding the human history

of the Lake Erie region.

1790-1860

The Western Reserve is particularly rich in
museums, historic sites, archives, and experiences
that explore the early rural traditions and activities
of migrant and immigrant groups that came to

the area, including migrants from New England
and New York primarily of English descent, and
immigrants from England, Scotland, German
states, and Ireland. During this period, about three-
quarters of families living in the Western Reserve
were engaged in agriculture. Within the last 15
years, the region has experienced a resurgence of
interest in sustainability and locally grown foods,
small farms, and a plethora of urban, suburban, and
rural farmer’s markets, a movement that makes the
agrarian heritage of the region all the more relevant

today, both regionally and nationally.

o Hale Farm & Village, Bath - This is an
outdoor living history museum in the
Cuyahoga Valley National Park that tells
the story of the early settlement and

development of the Reserve. The museum
uses 32 historic structures - houses,
offices, barns, and a church - pastures,
crop fields, historic gardens, a maple
sugar bush, and early crafts and trades
demonstrations, to tell the story of rural
life during the 19th century.

Century Village, Burton - This fully
restored Western Reserve village is the
jewel of the Geauga County Historical
Society. Century Village consists of 22
historic buildings, including five historic
homes, church, jail, and a one-room
schoolhouse depicting pioneer life during
the 19th century.

Strongsville Historical Society,
Strongsville — Located on two acres in the
center of town, the Strongsville Historical

Society and Village consists of four historic

homes, a general store, doll museum,
academy, log cabin, and barn that span the
era from 1816 to 1917. Exhibits of local
and Ohio history feature artifacts from
Strongsville’s original founders, furnished
period rooms and more.

Oberlin Heritage Center, Oberlin - Three
preserved historic sites tell powerful stories
about this nationally significant community
where people have done extraordinary things
since the town and college were founded in
1833. Visitors learn about the Underground
Railroad, student life, women’s history, as well
as the development of aluminum.

Donauschwaben German-American
Cultural Center, Olmsted Township -
The Danube Swabians are Germans who
settled along the rich farming lands of
the Danube River Valley during the 18th
century. The museum displays donations
from members and friends including folk
costumes, relics, furniture, tools, books,
prints, and photographs.

Countryside Conservancy, Peninsula

- This small farm reclamation initiative

in the Cuyahoga Valley is dedicated to
reconnecting land, farming, food, and
community, and is poised to help establish
Northeast Ohios farms and community
markets as a leader in local food production.




During this period, as the
region’s economy began to falter,
it still managed to gather one
of the most diverse groups of
immigrants in its history.

» West Side Market, Cleveland - The market
dates to 1840, making it Cleveland’s oldest
publicly owned market. Today the market
is home to more than 100 vendors of great
ethnic diversity. Products include meats
and fresh vegetables, fresh seafood, dairy,
cheese products, and fresh flowers.

o Lake Erie Fishing and Maritime Heritage
- Communities along the lakeshore have a
long history of dependency on Lake Erie.
These communities reflect their fishery and
boating traditions.

1870-1914

The most substantial and diverse migration to the
Western Reserve occurred from 1870-1914 during
which many Southern and Eastern Europeans
came to the U.S., among them Poles, Italians,

Slovenes, Slovaks, Jews, and Russians. This massive

exodus was fostered by shortages of land in the

home countries, more liberal emigration policies,
increased military conscription, and religious

and political persecutions. Food, religious, and
social customs of these ethnic groups in particular
continued to define the cultural landscape of the

Reserve throughout most of the 20th century.

o Polish American Cultural Center,
Cleveland - The center is dedicated to the
promotion of Polish culture, traditions,
language, history, literature, arts, music,
theater and education. The center provides
an organizational structure for all who
desire to be in touch with Polish heritage.

o Little Italy, Cleveland - Little Italy is an
urban neighborhood that preserves the
traditions of the area’s Italian-American
population. Restaurants, social clubs,
churches, street scenes, festivals, and
urban architecture reflect the region’s
large Italian population and a century of
influencing the region.

« Czech Cultural Center of Sokol Greater
Cleveland, Cleveland - The museum/
library is located in historic Bohemian
National Hall, built in 1897. The history of
the Czech immigrants who built the hall and
lived in the area is presented and on display
are costumes, artifacts and photos. The gift
shop offers garnet jewelry, pottery, books
and toys imported from the Czech Republic.

o The West-Side Irish American Club,

Olmsted Township - This social club
preserves and promotes the area’s rich Irish
cultural heritage in song, dance, literature,
sports, and traditions.

Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Museum,
Cleveland - The museum houses a collection
of historical costumes, folk art, fine art, and
items showcasing the history of Hungarian-
Americans in Cleveland. The museum has an
extensive library with more than 6,000 books,
an archival section and a gift shop featuring
decorative items, books and CDs.

Finnish Heritage Museum, Fairport
Harbor - Dedicated to preserve and
perpetuate Finnish heritage and cultural
traditions.

Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage,
Beachwood - Introduces visitors to the
beauty and diversity of that heritage in
the context of the American experience
by promoting an understanding of
Jewish history, religion, and culture and
builds bridges of appreciation, tolerance,
and understanding with those of other
religions, races, cultures, and ethnic
backgrounds, serving as an educational
resource for Northeast Ohio’s Jewish and
general communities.




20th Century
During World Wars I and II, African Americans in
increasing numbers migrated to the region from the
South, drawn by opportunities to work in wartime
industries. During the 1920s, the first cohesive group
of Spanish-speaking immigrants from Mexico came
to the area, drawn by manufacturing opportunities in
the automotive industries. During this period, as the
regions economy began to falter, it still managed to
gather one of the most diverse groups of immigrants
in its history. The relaxation of restrictions on Asian
immigration brought Chinese, Koreans, Indians, and
Pakistanis to the region, attracted
initially by the area’s colleges,

and later by the growth of its
medical and research industries.
Cultural influences from these

communities continue to define

the region’s cultural landscape,
with food, festivals, religion, and
political influences increasingly
important to the region’s cultural
fabric, with a plethora of ethnic
specialty food restaurants throughout the region,
annual ethnic festivals, and places of worship present

throughout the Reserve in all corners.

o The Latino Heritage Festival - An annual
event that celebrates the rich Hispanic culture

and its musical traditions at the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame and Museum (Cleveland).

Photo from the Sam Sheppard
Collection of The Summit County
Historical Society of Akron, Ohio

o Asiatown, Cleveland - Cleveland's
Asiatown, roughly bounded by Superior,
Payne, East 29th and East 39th Streets,
is small but colorful. Located just east of
downtown, the neighborhood features
interesting architecture, delicious and
varied restaurants, and unique Asian
shopping, social, cultural, and aid societies,

as well as Chinese language schools.

o African American Archives of the
Western Reserve Historical Society,
Cleveland - The Archives was established
in 1970 as the Black History Archives
Project. Its purpose is to collect, preserve
and make accessible historic documents,
memorabilia, art, and artifacts pertaining
to African-American life, history and
culture in Northeast Ohio and beyond.
The collection includes manuscripts,
photographs, microfilm, and newspaper
collections from the Archives/Library of
the Western Reserve Historical Society.
The artifacts are specific to the African-
American experience and cover a wide

range of topics and categories of primary

importance to the body of Black history.

o The Akron Urban League, Akron - The
Akron Urban League seeks to improve the
economiic, cultural, social, educational,
and recreational conditions affecting all
citizens of Summit County, particularly

African-Americans, other minorities,

and those most in need. As an afhiliate

of the National Urban League, it reaches
nationwide audiences and partners with
more than 100 affiliates making it a strong
proponent for programs that can be
replicated across the country.

Natural and Recreational
Resource Inventory

The natural resources of the Western Reserve

are diverse and extensive, illustrating the
environmental importance of this area. In relating
the natural and recreational resources to the
themes of the heritage area, a clear link to Lake Erie
and its resulting natural environments, waterways,
scenic views, trails, fertile soils, flora, and fauna
can be made. This chapter provides an illustrative
overview of those resources with references to

more comprehensive listings or maps.

Today the landscape of the Western Reserve is the
result of human use of the natural environment.
This was, and still is, influenced by the geological
formation of the region and the utilization and

exploitation of the natural resources.

Deposits from ancient inland seas formed
the bedrock that is the origin of oil, gas, salt,
and coal. Shales, limestones, sandstones, and

conglomerates of the Appalachian Plateau are
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visible as bluffs along the many rivers that cut into
these formations throughout the Western Reserve,
especially the spectacular cliffs along Tinkers
Creek Gorge National Natural Landmark.

Many of the structures within the Western Reserve
were built from locally quarried sandstone and
limestone. Amherst sandstone, known for its
quality, durability, and rich texture, has been used
across our nation and throughout the world. Clay
and shale were processed into brick, pottery, and
tile at a number of facilities throughout the region.
Layered rock salt that underlies the Western
Reserve supplies the salt industries in Cleveland

and Fairport Harbor.

Glaciers contoured the landscape of the Western
Reserve. A continental drainage divide was
defined by the retreating Wisconsin Glacier
resulting in many of the rivers of the Western
Reserve draining north to Lake Erie and the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, while others drain south to the
Ohio River. Natural lakes, most notably Lake Erie,
are a feature of the glaciated landscape. A series of
glacial lakes preceded Lake Erie, leaving behind a

flat lake plain with ancient beach ridges.

Lake Erie is the southernmost, shallowest, and
warmest of the Great Lakes. It is the 12th largest
freshwater lake in the world. It provides shelter

and nourishment to countless species, including

Ashtabula Harbor

An active shipping and recreational port today, Ashtabula’s story is similar to others along Lake Erie. Ships

brought ore and influences from ports beyond to coastat communities, and then they left filled with coal

and other goods, including ideas, from the Western Resérve and beyond. Immigrants arrived first for jobs

at the dock, and then many found jobs with the railroads. Those from Sweden and Finland were-most

prominent in Ashtabula, but it is Western-Reserve surveyor Moses Cleaveland who is deemed the city’s

founder when he surveyed the port in 1796.

When George Hulett, a Conneaut inventor created the Hulett bucket to unload cargo faster, harbor

business flourisheds A- Hulett-bucketss preserved at-Ashtabula-Harber; within walking-distance fronrthe

Ashtabula Marina Museum with its panoramic views of the shipping docks and its impressive collection of

Great Lakes memorabilia.

Spanhing the Ashtabula River is the Bascule Lift Bridge, designed by the engineer who designed the Eiffel

Tower elevator. “Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard;” also known as the Hubbard House, once harbored runaway-

slaves-who walked less than a half mile to the family’s warehouse along the river where they were*quickly

stowed aboard boats to Canada. The Hubbard House is open for tours. Theinner harbor preserves much of

the character of its early days with cobblestoned streets and ornate architecture.

11 million people who rely on it for drinking water
every day. It is the most biologically productive

of all the Great Lakes, producing more fish for
human consumption than the other four lakes
combined. Its fishery is economically important to
communities throughout the region. Eleven major
ports serve the nation and world from Lake Erie,
and water provided by Lake Erie is used for water-
borne commerce, navigation, manufacturing, and
power production. Despite this industrial use,

the lake is also of vital importance to the region’s
tourism and agricultural communities—two of its

most important economic sectors.

The Western Reserve contains a variety of plants,
animals, and natural habitats. Natural systems of
forests, fens, kettle lake bogs, marshes, old fields,
streams, and lakes are interspersed with cities,
villages, orchards, and croplands. The region lies on a
biological crossroads in the transition zone between
the Appalachian Plateau to the east and the Central
Lowlands to the west. The Portage Escarpment
forms the boundary between these two provinces.
The Western Reserve transects three regions: Lake
Plains, Glaciated Plateau, and Unglaciated Plateau.
The result of this convergence is a great diversity in
plants and animals and a textbook example of forest

communities and habitats.




Some of Ohio's larger mammals, almost
eliminated by settlement, have made a strong
comeback within the Western Reserve. Most
noticeable in the area are beaver, coyote, and white
tailed deer. Migratory birds, such as great blue
herons, are returning to the region as water quality
improves and habitat is preserved. A complete
listing of 2300 species of vascular flora and 350
species of vertebrate fauna of Cuyahoga Valley
National Park, representative of the Western
Reserve, can be found in the Environmental
Assessment of CVNRA, 1976.

The State of Ohio has identified 56 species of
mammals, 200 species of breeding birds, 84
species and subspecies of amphibians and reptiles,
170 species of fish, 100 species of mollusks, and 20
species of crustaceans of interest as endangered,
threatened, species of concern, special interest,
extirpated, or extinct. Because of the landscape
diversity of the Western Reserve, most of these
species can or have been identified within the
region’s boundaries. Those within the Western
Reserve often play an important role in protecting
these species, such as the research efforts at Stone
Laboratory on the Lake Erie watersnake that has
led to increased populations and its proposed

federal delisting.

Federal endangered and threatened

species include the following species.
o Indiana myotis
« Piping plover
o Kirtland’s warbler
o Copperbelly watersnake
o Lake Erie watersnake
o Scioto madtorn
o Fanshell
o Purple catspaw
o White catspaw
o Northern riffleshell
o Pink mucket
o Clubshell
« Hine’s emerald dragonfly
o Karner blue butterfly
o Mitchell’s satyr
o American burying beetle
o Paddlefish
o Wapiti
o Orange-footed pearly mussel
« Rough pigtoe
o Fat pocketbook
o Winged mapleleaf
o Cracking pearly mussel

Parks and Recreation Sites

There are approximately 1,415 parks, beaches,
and trails within the boundaries of the Western
Reserve. These include those owned and operated
by counties, cities, state, townships, private
organizations, nonprofit organizations, and

regional park districts to name a few.

Lake Erie
watersnake

County park districts provide conservation,
recreation, and education programs in valued
open space in nearly every Western Reserve
County. Many of these park districts are in the
planning stages for acquiring and/or providing
additional recreational and natural areas.

« Ashland County Park District has 10 parks

o Geauga Park District has 20 parks

o Portage Park District has 10 parks

o Metroparks, Serving Summit County
include 16 parks

o Cleveland Metroparks include 16 parks

 Mill Creek Metroparks include 5 parks

o Erie MetroParks includes 12 parks

» Lorain County Metro Parks includes 22 parks

o Lake Metroparks includes 29 parks

o Medina County Parks District has 28 parks

« Ashtabula County Metroparks has 2 parks

« Trumbull County MetroParks has 4 parks.

State Parks

The mission of Ohio’s Department of Natural
Resources parks program is “To enhance the
quality of life through exceptional outdoor
recreational experiences and sound resource
management” (http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/parks/
resources/aboutus/tabid/90/Default.aspx). The
parks seek to provide fun, safe, and clean places
for recreation and natural area enjoyment. There
are more than 15 Ohio Department of Natural

Resources parks in the Western Reserve. Some are

waterfront properties, such as Headlands Beach,




Geneva, or Kelleys Island. Others are inland, such

as Tinker’s Creek, Findlay, or Mosquito Lake.

More than 20 state nature preserves are located
within the Western Basin and protect a variety of
landscapes and habitat, from shoreline to wetlands,
forests to tributary floodplains. There are seven
National Natural Landmarks within the region,
including Tinkers Creek Gorge, Mantua Swamp,
Glacial Grooves State Memorial, Mentor Marsh,
Holden Natural Areas, White Pine Bog Forest, and
Arthur B. Williams Memorial Woods.

Cuyahoga Valley National Park

The Cuyahoga Valley National Park covers 33,000
acres along the banks of the Cuyahoga River.
Twenty-two miles of the river wind through the
Cuyahoga Valley at the heart of the park. The park
includes a wide range of natural environments
and resources:

o Cuyahoga River and its riparian habitat

« Deciduous mixed-mesophytic forests
» Wetland habitats
o Active agricultural lands

o Field habitats in stages of succession

« 900 plant species are found in the park
o 194 species of birds

o 91 aquatic macroinvertebrates

o 43 fish

o 32 mammals

o 22 amphibians

o 20 species of reptiles

This unique physical environment was formed

at the convergence of two diverse geographic
regions—the Appalachian Plateau and the Central
Lowlands—and was modified by the comings

and goings of multiple glaciations. In addition

to the conservation purpose it serves, the park
provides extensive recreation and solitude for
Ohio's residents and visitors. Located just a

short distance from Cleveland and Akron, itis a
popular destination coupled with the Ohio & Erie

Canalway (see below).

Ohio & Erie Canalway

The Ohio & Erie Canalway is a National Heritage
Area designated to help preserve and celebrate the
rails, trails, landscapes, towns, and sites that grew
up along the first 110 miles of the Ohio & Erie
Canal. The heritage area includes three modes of
transportation/recreation:

o Towpath Trail - Along the path where
mules hauled the canal’s barges, runners,
bikers, and hikers now enjoy more than
80 miles of multipurpose trail. Ultimately,

the Towpath will extend from Cleveland’s
Canal Basin Park, at the historic northern
terminus of the canal, south to Dover and
New Philadelphia in Tuscarawas County.

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad - The
railroad serves passengers with excursion
rail service through the Cuyahoga Valley
National Park in authentic climate
controlled coaches built circa 1940.
Round-trip destinations include Peninsula,
Hale Farm and Village, Quaker Square,
Inventure Place, Akron’s Northside, the
Canal Visitor's Center, and Rockside Road.

o The Ohio & Erie Canalway Byway

- This roadway takes drivers through

the landscapes and settings that tell

the stories of regional growth and
development. Travelers find easy access

to the Towpath trailheads and the Scenic
Railroad passenger stations from the byway.
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Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research Reserve
Photo by Chad Djubek
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Old Woman Creek National Estuarine
Research Reserve

Old Woman Creek is the only Great Lakes
freshwater estuary in the National Estuarine
Research Reserve System. It is a rare example of

a natural estuary. As a transition zone between
land and water, the site contains a variety of
habitats including marshes and swamps, upland
forests, open water, tributary streams, and barrier
beach. The Reserve supports a diverse assemblage
of native plants and animals representative of
freshwater estuaries. The Reserve is managed as a
cooperative partnership between NOAA and the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division
of Wildlife. Old Woman Creek is also an Ohio State
Nature Preserve. Wetlands and watershed research
is conducted at the site, and a visitors center

interprets the value of wetlands and Lake Erie.

Conserved Lands

The Nature Conservancy in Ohio has worked
since 1958 to protect more than 56,000 acres

of natural lands in partnership with other
organizations. Two of the six Nature Conservancy
preserves that are open to the public are in the

Western Reserve: Herrick Fen and Morgan Swamp.

The Killbuck Watershed Land Trust preserves
more than 4,500 acres of farm land, forests,
wetlands, and open spaces in Ashland, Coshocton,

Holmes, Richland, Tuscarawas, and Wayne counties.
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The Gates Mills Land Conservancy preserves the
natural, recreational, and scenic resources of the
Village of Gates Mills and the Chagrin River Valley
by acquiring land and conservation easements.

About 469 acres have been protected thus far.

The Little Beaver Creek Land Foundation
preserves and protects the Little Beaver Creek
watershed through land acquisition and
conservation easements, citizen education,
historic preservation, and other environmental
management activities. To date, it has protected
4,343 acres.

The Mahoning River Consortium works to
restore the environmental health of the Mahoning
River and its surrounding landscapes. It also
supports efforts to improve the social, recreational,

and economic development occurring in the

communities located along the river.

Photo by David Liam Kyle, courtesy of
Western Reserve Land Conservancy

The Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black
Swamp Conservancy encourages conservation
and protection of natural and agricultural land on
the Lake Erie Islands. Its efforts have protected in

excess of 50 acres to date.

The Western Reserve Land Conservancy is a
merged organization covering the region from
Sandusky Bay to the Pennsylvania border and from
Lake Erie to Wayne County. Since 2006, the Land
Conservancy has preserved 13,402 acres through
conservation easements, which are permanent legal

covenants prohibiting certain changes to properties.

Scenic Rivers

The five designated state scenic rivers in the Western
Reserve include 219 miles of the region’s streams
and rivers. Ohio was the first in the United States

to pass a scenic rivers act in 1968. The act created

a statewide program to protect Ohio's remaining
high quality streams that retain most of their natural
characteristics. The river corridors are narrow and
dynamic, linear natural systems (a few hundred feet
wide but many miles long). Diverse and abundant
plant and animal life is found within these corridors.
The map below shows the location of the states scenic

rivers, including those in the Western Reserve:
o Ashtabula State Scenic River
o Chagrin State Scenic River
« Conneaut Creek Wild and Scenic River
 Grand Wild and Scenic River
» Upper Cuyahoga Scenic River
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Socioeconomic Characteristics
To create a context for the proposed project, the
following information summarizes socioeconomic

characteristics of the region.

Population and Race

In the 2010 Census, the total population of the
14-county Western Reserve was estimated at
3,548,553, a decrease of three percent from the
2000 census data. The Western Reserve is a diverse
region, and the profile of the area has changed
from 2000 to 2010. According to the 2000 census,
the region was 80 percent White, 16 percent
Black, one percent Native American, two percent
Hispanic and one percent Other. The estimated
2010 Census data indicates a shift in the ethnic
makeup with 79 percent White, 14 percent Black,
one percent Native American, two percent Asian,

three percent Hispanic and one percent Other.

Average Age and Income

The average age of an individual in the Western
Reserve increased from 2000 to 2010 by 2-1/2
years from 37.5 to 39.9 years. The average
Median Housing Value increased 15 percent
from 2000 to 2010 from $112,240 to $130,

613. Also, average Median Household earnings
increased by 14 percent from 2000 to 2010 from
$44,128 to $50,827.

Education

The education statistics of the Western Reserve also
experienced significant changes from 2000 to 2010.
The number of high school graduates, including
those obtaining degrees through equivalency
testing, decreased from 2000 to 2010 from 852,246
to 839,763 or two percent. The number of residents
holding bachelor’s degrees increased from 2000 to
2010 from 348,767 to 385,589 or 10 percent. The
number of residents who have obtained master’s
degrees increased 20 percent from 2000 to 2010,
from 123,299 to 155,805. Doctorate degrees-
holders increased from 2000 to 2010 from 17,733
t0 20,036 or 12 percent.

Ethnicity

One of the distinct characteristics of the study
area — and one that has a direct connection

to the story of the Western Reserve - is the
prominence of ethnic representation among the
region’s population. Cleveland, alone, is home
to more than 117 ethnic groups speaking more

than 60 languages.

The role of foreign migration in shaping the region is
best examined by comparing Census data of foreign-
born residents in three Ohio cities (including
Cleveland) with that of the whole United States.
Please note that the decline that begins in the 1930s

in Cleveland is due, in part, to suburbanization.

Summary

While the overall population of the Western
Reserve is declining, the region’s ethnic population
continues its tradition of becoming more
diversified. Educational growth is mixed; although
more residents are obtaining undergraduate and
advanced degrees, the number of high school

graduates is declining.

Visitor Readiness Inventory
National Park Service guidelines for national
heritage areas do not focus on visitor
infrastructure as a criterion for successful
designation; however, the Western Reserve
evidences a present ability to serve visitor needs
within its boundaries. Visitor infrastructure
across the heritage area includes thousands of

rooms, restaurants, shopping venues, and more.

Photo courtesy of Positively Cleveland
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Transportation options include all modes, from
major airports and Amtrak stations to water
ferries and buggy rides. The ability of every county
in the heritage area to support visitors is illustrated

with a short description below.

Ashland County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Ashland County offers 554 hotel rooms and

1796 campsites. The county also provides a range
of attractions and entertainment, downtown

shopping, retail, dining, sports, and recreation.

Ashland County is dissected by approximately 15
miles of I-71; 71 miles of US routes 30, 42, 224 and
250; and 172 miles of State Routes 3, 39, 58, 60,

89, 95, 96, 179, 302, 511, 545 and 603. The City of
Ashland is located in the middle of the county and
is roughly equidistant from Cleveland, Columbus,
and the Akron-Canton area. The Ashland County
Airport is publicly owned and includes about 135
flights per day.

Ashtabula County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Ashtabula County has 640 hotel beds and another
660 beds in motels, bed and breakfasts, and
lakeshore cottages. The county also boasts 1,900

campsites, both primitive and full hook-up.

The Ashtabula County Convention & Visitors

Bureau has seven distinct business membership

types: recreation, shopping, dining, wineries,
lodging, camping, and services. Their membership
ranges between 350 and 400 across those types,
offering a variety of retail, dining, and other
commercial experiences to visitors. A number

of these are located in the county’s historic
downtowns, which are organized by six different
downtown merchant associations. The GaREAT
Sports complex, major development near the 534
corridor, and planned Wine and Culinary Center

(construction in 2012) offer major attractions.

Ashtabula County has five intersections along
Interstate 90 within its borders. Located on the
waterfront, it also boasts nine marinas along Lake

Erie for boaters.

Cuyahoga County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Positively Cleveland, the greater Cleveland
Convention and Visitors Bureau, lists 97 different
accommodation providers. A visitor center in
Public Square in downtown Cleveland provides
information to travelers about attractions

and services in the area. Attractions include a
rainforest and botanical garden, a historic district
of 25 nationality gardens and sculpture (“Cultural
Gardens”), an auto museum at the Western
Reserve Historical Society, a science center,
natural history museum, river cruises, and a rock

and roll and hall of fame. The metro region boasts

endless dining options as well as microbreweries

and wineries.

The county is well-serviced by interstates 90, 71,
and 77 as well as the loops and bypasses (271

and 480, for example). Two airports—Cleveland
Hopkins International Airport and Cleveland
Burke Lakefront Airport—provide a full range

of flight options into and out of the region. Train
service and public transit are also available, as
well as a plethora of car rental agencies both at the

airports and in the region at large.

Erie County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Erie County offers 5,760 hotel rooms, 52 bed &
breakfast rooms, 209 campsites, and 517 vacation

rental units.

Erie County collaborates with neighboring Ottawa
County to promote the region as Lake Erie Shores
& Islands. Welcome Centers located in Sandusky
and Port Clinton are resources for visitors seeking
information on lodging, attractions, restaurants,
and outdoor recreation areas in the region. Erie
County is the home of Cedar Point, one of the
country's oldest and most visited amusement
parks. This region is also the gateway to the Lake
Erie Islands, including three islands that promote

and depend economically on tourism experiences.

Ferry transportation is available to the islands




from Port Clinton, Catawba, Marblehead,
Sandusky, and Lorain. There are also three major
indoor waterparks. The region's travel planner lists
nearly 100 attractions, 51 dining establishments,
23 marinas/boating operations, four outdoor
recreation providers, 37 retail businesses, and

18 coordinating organizations (Main Street

associations, for example).

Erie County is well-covered by transportation
networks, including passenger airports, passenger
train service, ferries, and interstate highway
access. [-80/1-90 both intersect the county as

well as Interstate 2. Sandusky is the county seat
and sits on the waters of Lake Erie, with access to
water transportation. Ferries run from downtown
Sandusky and provide service to Kelleys and South

Bass islands.

Geauga County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
There are no hotel beds in Geauga County, but
there are three campgrounds plus a county park
system that offers primitive camping. There are
several inns and bed & breakfasts, the largest of
which is Punderson Manor Lodge & Conference
Center with 34 rooms and cabins. Others include
Bass Lake Taverne & Inn in Chardon, The Farm
House in Middlefield, and Stonewall Bed &
Breakfast in Parkman.

Geauga County also encompasses a diversity of
visitor-serving businesses. Dining includes upscale
dining to small family-owned restaurants and
specialty locations like Tea Rooms/Coffee Houses
to privately scheduled Amish Dinners in Amish
homes. Retail encompasses a few “big box” stores
in a couple of townships and many more small,
privately owned businesses offering giftware,
hunting goods, clothing, and groceries, to name a
few. Amish “in home” businesses are also popular.
The county’s attractions are concentrated in three
areas: Amish, history, and maple sugaring.
Geauga County is home to a small airport in
Middlefield, operated by the Geauga County
Airport Authority; the airport includes one
runway 3500 feet long by 65 feet wide, two
T-hangars, one private hangar, two community
hangars, and a pilot lounge and restroom facility.
Precious Cargo Transportation in Newbury offers
charter bus services. Interstate 90, Route 422, and

several state highways cut through the county.

Huron County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
The Huron County Visitors Bureau lists one
local accommodation: The Victorian Lady Bed
and Breakfast. Attractions include golf, Amish
furniture, heritage, and motorsports. Dining
options include coffee, pizza, and Mexican,

among others.

Interstates 80 and 90 provide easy access, and
several smaller routes also service the county.
There is a small airport, the Norwalk-Huron

County Airport, just east of Norwalk.

Lake County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Lake County boasts 36 accommodation providers.
It claims Ohio’s largest winery district and is home
to a Frank Lloyd Wright home. Other attractions
include a nature center, lighthouse, historic
districts, museums, galleries, and the National Park

Service’s James A. Garfield National Historical Site.

The county is well-serviced by interstates 90, 71,
and 77 as well as the loops and bypasses (271

and 480, for example). Two airports—Cleveland
Hopkins International Airport and Cleveland Burke
Lakefront Airport—are in neighboring Cuyahoga

County and provide easy access to flight options.

Lorain County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
The Lorain County Visitors Bureau includes in its
membership 19 hotels/motels/inns, five bed and
breakfasts, and five campgrounds. The county also
boasts a diversity of attractions and services, such
as the Oberlin Heritage Center, lighthouses, Allen

Memorial Art Museum, bicycling.

Lorain County is served by a variety of

transportation options, including Amtrak trains
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from Elyria, county transit (busses) service to/from
Cleveland Hopkins International Airport to Elyria
and Oberlin College, Greyhound busses, Lorain

County Regional Airport, and car rental agencies.

Mahoning County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Mahoning County offers accommodations
through 25 providers. Dining options are
numerous and include both national chain/
franchise restaurants as well as unique locally
owned and operated options. Local favorites like
Antones Italian Café, Wedgewood Pizza, Brunos,
Alberini’s, and Belleria Pizza give a glimpse

into the strong Italian heritage of the county.
Attractions range from the Mastropietro Winery
to Mill Creek Park, from the Butler Museum of
American Art to the Southern Park Mall.

The county is easily accessible from all directions

by interstate highways 80, 680, 76, and 11.

Medina County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Two bed and breakfasts, 13 hotels/motels, and
seven campgrounds offer visitors places to
overnight. Dining is offered by family restaurants,
a tea room, coffee shops, casual dining, and more.
History museums and a butterfly experience are

among the attractions in the county.

Medina County is served by interstates 71, 271, and 76.

Youngstown Area Historic Architecture

Mahoning County, particularly the Youngstown area, is a region.rich with historic architectufie that reflects

the time period of the Western Reserve heritage area. These range from a small, early 19th century log

house in Austintown to a grand, early 20th century, McKim,-Mead, & White-designed building that houses

the Butler Institute of American Art.” A small selection includes the following:

1846 Lanterman’s Mill, a mill within Mill.Creek Park (see below)
Mill Creek Park Historic.District, a late 19th century neighborhood that includes manyaesidences

and the nation’s second-largest urban park

Wick Park Historic District, a collectiof of significant early 20th century mansions and fesidences

plus the Beaux-Arts Stambaugh Auditorium, which surround the historic 34-acre Wick Park

1925 Kress Building, a terra cotta downtown commercial structure

1929 Central Tower Building, an art-dego high rise in downtown

1931 Jones-Hall, a Gothic Tudor-administration-building 6n

Youngstown State University’s campus

In downtown Youngstown and nearby neighborhoods, visifors to the

city can experience.a wealth of significant architecture, much of

which reflects industrial-era prosperity.

Ottawa County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Ottawa County offers 1,894 hotel rooms, more
than 100 bed and breakfast rooms, more than
2,000 campsites, and more than 800 vacation

rental units.

Ottawa County collaborates with neighboring Erie
County to promote the region as Lake Erie Shores
& Islands. Welcome Centers located in Sandusky
and Port Clinton are resources for visitors seeking
information on lodging, attractions, restaurants,
and outdoor recreation areas in the region.

Ottawa County is the home to South Bass Island

and the Village of Put-in-Bay, one of Lake Erie's
most visited islands. There are seven state parks
in Ottawa County as well as Ohio's only federal
wildlife refuge, the Ottawa National Wildlife
Refuge. There are six chambers of commerce

in the county and one Main Street community
within the City of Port Clinton. The region's travel
planner lists nearly 100 attractions, 51 dining
establishments, 23 marinas/boating operations,
four outdoor recreation providers, 37 retail
businesses, and 18 coordinating organizations

(Main Street associations, for example).




Western Reserve
Historical Society

The Western Reserve Historical Society is a not-
for-profit educational institution that preserves
and uses its collections, historic sites, and
museums to inspire people to explore the history
and culture of Northeastern Ohio and place that
regional experience within the larger context of
state, national, and global history.

Collections and exhibitions focus on the
Western Reserve. Both permanent, and
especially changing, exhibitions place the region

in its larger historical context. The Crawford

Auto-Aviation Museum collections illustrate
the history of the automotive industry in:the
Western Reserve-asjwell as nationally and
internationally. At Hale Farm & Village, the
Historical Society’s premier outdoor living
historymuséamin Bath,*schoolehildrenadults
and famiilies experience life as it was in the
Western Reserve during the 19th' century.

The Society's collections and exhibits serye as
a:major educational resource for library and
museum users, including school childrens
the general public, and scholars. In order

to communicate effectively. with these
audiences; exhibits, whenever appropriate,
employ modern interactive technologies and
techniques. The Society seeks to niake its
research materials, exhibits, and programs
accessible to a diverse and inclusive audience,

including the handicapped.

Interstate 2 runs the length of the county, which
also features the Erie-Ottawa Regional airport
as well as airports on South Bass and Middle
Bass Island. Ferry service to South Bass, Middle
Bass, and Kelleys islands. There are also inter-

island ferries.

Portage County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Portage County provides accommodations at
locations like the Rocking Horse Inn in Ravenna.

Restaurants like Eastpark provide casual dining.

The county is served by interstates 80 and 76. Two
airports—the Portage County Airport and the
Kent State University Airport—provide air service

for small crafts.

Summit County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Summit County has 1,875 full service hotel rooms,
3,458 limited service hotel rooms, and 30 bed

and breakfast rooms. The Akron area alone has

a number of culturally-significant attractions,
including The University of Akron, the Akron

Art Museum, and the National Inventors’ Hall of
Fame. There are many restaurants, including the
putative inventors of the hamburger, The Menches
Brothers, as well as other local favorites such as

The VegiTerranean, Luigi’s and Tangier.

The Akron-Canton Airport, which has the lowest
average fare in Ohio, provides convenient air
travel. The Cuyahoga Valley Railway Company

is located on Main St in Akron. The interstate
highways accessible are 176, 177,180, 1271, 1277,
and 1480.

Trumbull County Visitor Infrastructure Profile
Trumbull County provides accommodations
through 26 hotels/motels, six bed and breakfasts,
and seven campgrounds. The county boasts a rich
heritage and a strong Amish presence, especially
in Mesopotamia. Other attractions include historic
districts, stately homes and mansions from the
1800s, golf at 25 local courses, the Western Reserve
Greenway, and antique and small town specialty
shops. Dining options include national chains and
family-owned restaurants as well as local diners
and eclectic eateries; the Saratoga Restaurant, for

example, is a local family-owned option.

Trumbull County is accessible through interstate
80 and nearby interstate 11. Route 422 runs
through Warren and is a heavily traveled highway
in the region. The Youngstown-Warren Regional

Airport is east of Warren.
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Assessment of Criteria in the Western Reserve Heritage Area Study Act

tudy Criterion (A) “...has an

assemblage of natural, historic,

and cultural resources that together
represent distinctive aspects of American
heritage worthy of recognition, conservation,
interpretation, and continuing use, and are
best managed through partnerships among
public and private entities and by combining
diverse and sometimes noncontiguous
resources and active communities;”

The Western Reserve encompasses a wealth of
resources that supports its significance as the nation’s
town square and the associated themes of migration,
transportation, industry, Lake Erie, land use and
architecture, and education and social reform. These
resources range across natural, historic, and cultural
treasures, and they include historic buildings, towns,
and cities; museums, historic sites, and heritage

and cultural organizations; and waterways, natural
environments, flora, and fauna. The examples shown
here are illustrative only and not a comprehensive

listing of what exists in the area.

Natural Resources

Lake Erie is the region’s most visible and
impressive natural resource, spanning 116 cubic
miles in volume and stretching 241 by 57 miles
across the land. It is the eleventh largest freshwater
lake in the world and the fourth largest of the
Great Lakes. It is also the shallowest and most
southern, thereby making it the warmest and most

biologically productive of the Great Lakes.

The Lake Erie region includes an array
of landscapes:

o Glacial islands - Glacial Grooves
Memorial on Kelleys Island is the world’s
largest known example of glacial grooves,
evidenced in limestone bedrock.

« Bays, ports, and harbors - Ashtabula
Harbor was the first harbor to be officially
surveyed on Lake Erie—by Moses
Cleaveland. The port continues to be active
today, handling coal, iron ore, sand, gravel,
stone, and limestone, to name a few.

« Rivers and streams - The Mahoning River

is 113 miles long and was a driver for
industrial development in Youngstown and
the surrounding areas. Today, efforts to
return the river to environmental balance
and add recreational and scenic uses are
led by the Mahoning River Consortium.

In contrast, but economically important as
well, the 98-mile Grand River is designated
a Wild and Scenic River and is the most
biologically diverse and cleanest river of its
size flowing into Lake Erie.

Forests and farmlands - The Cuyahoga
Valley National Park encompasses 33,000
acres along the banks of the Cuyahoga
River. The natural

landscape of the
park is heavily
forested, and the
cultural landscape
of the park
includes significant
agricultural lands.

Cuyahoga Valley
National Park




o Lakes and beaches - Sheldon Marsh State
Nature Preserve is 465 acres of barrier beach,
diverse plant life, and other coastal wetland
habitat. It is some of the last remaining

undeveloped shoreline in Sandusky Bay.

o Wetlands - The Old Woman Creek
Estuarine Research Reserve in Huron is a
natural estuary containing various habitats:
marshes and swamps, upland forests, open
water, tributary streams, barrier beach, and

near-shore habitat of Lake Erie.

There are numerous Ohio Department of
Natural Resources lands within the Western
Reserve. These include coastal properties like
Geneva, Headlands Beach, Cleveland Lakefront,
East Harbor, and Kelleys Island. They also

include inland parks, such as Punderson, Findlay,
Pymatuning, and Mosquito Lake. These parks are
generally protected from development, open to the
public, and include some educational component

or programs.

Historic Resources

The National Register of Historic Places “is the
official list of the nation's historic places worthy of
preservation” (http://www.nps.gov/nr/about.htm).
Properties must be old enough (generally 50 years

or older) and of national significance for their

related stories, architecture, engineering, industry,
or archaeology. In addition, enough historic
fabric must remain to evidence that nationally
significant element(s). The Western Reserve
contains 1,005 listings on the National Register of

Historic Places.

The Ohio Historic Inventory is a listing of
surveyed and reviewed structures, buildings, or
objects that have some historic, architectural, or
engineering interest. The inventory program was
developed to serve as an accurate and continuing
record of the architectural and historic properties
currently existing in the state. They have not

yet been determined to have national, state, or
local significance, but are resources with merit.
To be placed on the Ohio Historic Inventory, a
property must be surveyed and described in an
application submitted for review and acceptance

by the Ohio Historic Preservation Office. Criteria

include category or theme, year built, architect or

style, and condition of property. There are 20,839
listings on the Ohio Historic Inventory within the

Western Reserve.

Cultural Resources

Spanning urban, suburban, and rural areas, the
Western Reserve is home to many history and
cultural institutions. There are about 300 local
history organizations in the 14 counties that

make up the region. Many of these touch or focus
primarily upon one of the themes identified

for the heritage area: Town Square, Migration,
Transportation, Industry, Lake Erie, Land Use and
Architecture, or Education and Social Reform.

o Town Square: Western Reserve Historical
Society is a not-for-profit educational
institution that preserves and uses its
collections, historic sites, and museums to
inspire people to explore the history and
culture of Northeastern Ohio and place
that regional experience within the larger

context of state, national, and global history.

 Migration: The National Cleveland-Style
Polka Hall of Fame & Museum in Euclid
highlights artifacts and memorabilia from
polka stars like Frank Yankovic and Johnny
Vadnal. It also includes a library and video
collection. The American-Slovenian Polka
Foundation operates the museum.




o Transportation: The Mad River and NKP
Railroad Museum in Bellevue is the largest
railroad museum in the state. Named for

the 1839 Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad,

the facility and collection is focused on the

region’s railroad history.

o Industry: Youngstown Historic Center of

Industry and Labor, “The Steel Museum”
tells the story of the iron and steel industry
in the Mahoning Valley. Exhibits explore
labor, immigration, and urban history. A
library and archives is also housed in the
1986 Michael Graves building.

o Lake Erie: The Keeper’s House in
Marblehead Peninsula was the home of
Benajah Wolcott. Wolcott was one of the
first settlers on the peninsula and served as
keeper of the Marblehead lighthouse from

1822 until his death in 1832.

o Land Use and Architecture: Stan Hywet
Hall is a 1915 country estate built by FA.
Sieberling (Goodyear Tire and Rubber
Company founder). The house is one
of the nation’s best examples of Tudor
Revival architecture, and 3,000 separate
blueprints and architectural drawings
went into its design.

o Education and Social Reform: The Oberlin
Heritage Center originated in 1903 as a
community improvement group called
the Village Improvement Society. Village
Improvement Societies were common in
New England and the Western Reserve in
the early 20th century. Connectivity to this
movement demonstrates the assertion that
the Western Reserve served as a microcosm
and impetus of movements. The Center
celebrates and shares the stories of Oberlin,

a small town in Ohio with a history centered
on the local college and the community’s role
in the Underground Railroad, abolitionism,
womens rights, and scientific research.

Regional Partnerships for
Resource Management

The Western Reserve is an area rich in regional
thinking and partnership approaches. Resource
preservation is no exception: many resource
management, interpretation, and conservation

groups represent partnership approaches to the
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areas heritage and culture. Regionalism and the
rationale for working together are accepted values

of the region.

Scenic byways operate much like heritage areas—
as regional partnerships, marketing, product
development, interpretation, and other activities
covering a geographic area, in this case a linear
region. The Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail is a 293-
mile byway that includes more than 300 “discovery

sites” along its length.

The Ohio and Erie Canalway Association, in
partnership with the Cleveland-based Ohio
Canal Corridor and the Akron-based Ohio

& Erie Canalway Coalition, oversees the Ohio
& Erie National Heritage Canalway within the
Western Reserve. It was designated in 1996 and
operates under an advisory coalition and nonprofit
formed for that purpose. The organization fosters
partnerships, builds trails, provides grants within
its boundaries, and more. The organization also
partners in development of the Canalway Ohio

national scenic byway.

Several regional efforts have focused on virtually
linking coastal experiences, including the Lake
Erie Shipwrecks and Maritime Tales along

the Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail (emphasizing

shipwreck stories and diving experiences), Lake




Erie Lighthouses and Maritime Tales (focusing

on the stories and visitor opportunities at the
region’s lighthouses, ship museums, and maritime
heritage museums). A new effort will be launched
September 2010 that links more than 70 birding
hot spots through an interactive website and
publication. This effort is being done collaboratively
with the Ohio Sea Grant College Program and the

Ohio Department of Natural Resources.

Fairport Harbor

Like many-Western Reserve ports, Fairport
Harbor’s character and charm-was a direct result
of those who settled there from foreign lands.

Arriving in the mid- to late-1800s, Finns brought

with them their customs, work ethics, religions,
talents, and moral beliefs.

Finnish customs and traditions are shared at the
Finnish Heritage Museum. Artifacts, artwork,
and other exhibits tell the story of how the
Finnish-people came to the Western Reserve; as
well as theirinflience on‘the region today: The
muséum also proyides dii experience where a
fully-costumed.tour guide greets visitors afid
serves authentic foods.

Fairport Harbor was the first federally sponsored
port facility on.Lake Erie, and its lighthouse and
museum provide fascinating tales of this ports
past and present. The lighthouse served as a final
stop on the Underground Railroad ‘when slaves
were hidden at the lighthouse and smuggled
aboard ships bound for Canada,

Based on the supporting information described
above, the National Park Service concludes that the
Western Reserve has a story of great significance

to the region and State of Ohio that had impact

on the nation, but is not nationally distinctive or

significant and has not met this criteria.

Study Criterion (B) “. . . reflects traditions,
customs, beliefs, and folk life that are a
valuable part of the national story;”

Cultural traditions, customs, beliefs, and folk

life in the Western Reserve in many ways reflect
the traditions and customs that are a valuable
part of the national experience. This is the case
because the Western Reserve is fully reflective of
the demographic trends that affected the United
States more broadly as a result of migration and
immigration trends regionally and nationally

for more than 200 years. Perhaps more so than
any other Midwest region, the people of the
Western Reserve are a microcosm of the national
experience. Consequently, the cultural traditions,
religious and political beliefs, folk life, foods, and
other customs brought to the Western Reserve
with migrants and immigrants for the last two
centuries shaped the character of this region and

in many ways reflect the broader experience.

Initially, the Western Reserve was settled by and
defined primarily by migrants from New England—
western Massachusetts, Vermont, and Connecticut.
When the first settlers colonized the Reserve,

they brought with them their traditions, ideals,
psychology and inherited intellectual habits. They
transplanted preferences for evangelical religion,
family farming, and in many cases the New England
tradition of reform and self-improvement. As the
first migrants settled here, they began to establish
their own local institutions that were based on

and reflect their New England heritage. Religious
leaders saw the Western Reserve as fertile ground

for the expansion of New England religious culture.

Logically, the Western Reserve even today "looks
east” to New England for many of its traditions
because of this foundation, and the region’s
experience is akin in many ways to Connecticut,
Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania.
However, given the vastness of the region and
influences of subsequent migrant and immigrant
groups, there are sections within the Reserve that are

definitively more Midwest in nature than “eastern”

New Englanders, Irish, and Germans dominated
the Western Reserve for the most part until

after the Civil War and into the early 20th
century when increasing numbers of European

immigrants came to the area, drawn by the area’s
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developing industrial base. The influx of south-

eastern European immigrants, among them Poles,
Italians, Slovenes, Slovaks, Jews, and Russians, to
the Western Reserve mirrored immigration to
other major eastern and Midwestern regions and
cities, including New York City, Boston, Chicago,
and Pittsburgh. The region’s Jewish population,
although not as large as that of New York City

or Chicago, is one of the most influential in the
United States, and the Cleveland Jewish Federation

has been a leader amongst federations nationally.

Additionally, the Western Reserve’s New England
heritage shaped the region’s strong tradition of
charity and philanthropy with the Cleveland
Foundation a sterling example—the first
community foundation of its kind in the United
States. That tradition of stewardship has been
passed on to succeeding ethnic groups in the
region, such as the Cleveland Jewish Federation,
Catholic Charities, the United Black Fund, as well

as the charitable donations of individuals from
newer communities, including Indian and Asian
groups that are giving increasingly to support

medical research and health care.

The regional combination of industry and
agriculture and the evolution of its transit web,
lake transport and commerce, canal, railroads,
highways, and airline industries in both Cleveland
and Akron parallel the larger American model.
The canal, given its eastern origins, is particularly
important, making the Western Reserve, as a
Midwest region, exemplary particularly when
compared with other Midwest regions/states like

Illinois and Iowa.

Lastly, one can look at higher education and

the manner in which Case Western University
and Oberlin College continue to support
eastern concepts of higher education. Cuyahoga
Community College was a major player

contributing to the rise of two-year schools.

There are aspects of migration into the Western
Reserve that are particularly important to the
evolving cultural landscape here and that reflect
national trends. For example, the movement of
African-Americans to the area first was a result
of the legacy of New England antipathy to slavery
during the 19th century, and then as part of the

Great Migration beginning with World War I
given the abundance of work in the Western

Reserve, an emerging industrial powerhouse
during both World Wars.

Recent (20th and 21st Century) migrant and
immigrant groups and their influences on the
Western Reserve include Latino/Latina, Asian,
Arabian, and Indian. Each group has its own
cultural traditions, beliefs, folk life, and foods
that blend with the existing mix of ethnicities
and cultures to create a region rich in diversity.
Immigration continues, not only on its own
accord. Regional leaders, recognizing the
contributions of diversity past, present, and future,
are working to establish a center focusing on
outreach and service provision to assist future

migrants to the Western Reserve.

Based on the supporting information described

above, the National Park Service

concludes that the Western

Reserve meets this criterion.




Study Criterion (C) “. .. provides
outstanding opportunities to conserve
natural, historic, cultural, or scenic features;”

One purpose of a heritage area is to encourage

the preservation, conservation, and appropriate
development and promotion of the resources

in the region. The Western Reserve has many
existing organizations, programs, and partnerships
working toward the goals of preservation and
conservation within its boundaries already, and
these organizations could take advantage of the
additional tools of a heritage area. Likewise,
opportunities for greater conservation and
preservation efforts exist, either through increased

resources or greater partnership.

Historic Preservation

The National Register of Historic Places is an
honorary listing, conveying the significance

of a history property; a protective measure,
requiring review before federal funds can be
expended to alter the property; and an economic
opportunity, providing eligibility for federal and
state historic tax credit programs to owners of
historic commercial properties. An inventory of
the Western Reserve revealed 1,005 properties
designated on the National Register of Historic
Places or as a National Historic Landmark. Of

these, many have utilized the historic tax credits

available at the state and federal level, with Ohio
having garnered more than $2 billion in private
investment as a result of federal tax credits since
their inception in 2005. Examples of recent tax
credit recipients include the following:

o The Andrew Jackson Residence on Main
Street in Akron is an 1870 Second Empire
mansion built by an Akron business leader.
The project, which cost nearly $3.4 million
and converted the building to office space,
received both the 20 percent Federal
Historic Rehabilitation Investment Tax
Credit and the 25 percent Ohio Historic
Preservation Tax Credit.

o The Sunshine Cloak Company Building
in Cleveland’s Superior Avenue Historic
District is a 1911 industrial building that
housed garment production. Its $7 million
rehabilitation project received the 20
percent Federal Historic Rehabilitation
Investment Tax Credit and the 25 percent
Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit.

o The Realty Building in downtown
Youngstown is a 1924, 12-story office
building that houses residential units after
nearly $8.2 million in rehabilitation. The
project received the 20 percent Federal
Historic Rehabilitation Investment Tax
Credit and the 25 percent Ohio Historic
Preservation Tax Credit.

The Certified Local Government Program is

a local, state, and national government program
promoting local historic preservation efforts. In
Ohio, the program is run by the National Park
Service and the Ohio Historic Preservation
Offices. Communities apply and are certified, after
which they are eligible for assistance and grants
for historic preservation. To be certified, Ohio
Certified Local Governments operate local historic
preservation ordinances and preservation review
boards, protecting local historic resources from

inappropriate development or demolition.

The Ohio Main Street Program (Heritage Ohio)
focuses on revitalization of historic or traditional
commercial areas and is based on the principles
of historic preservation. The program aims to

improve downtown business districts through

four core areas: organization, design, promotion,




and economic restructuring. There are 15
designated Main Streets in the Western Reserve,
including the following:

o Ambherst

o Cleveland- Historic Gateway
Neighborhood

o Cleveland-Historic Warehouse District
o Elyria

o Lakewood
o Kent

o Medina

o Millersburg
o Norwalk
 Oberlin

o Painesville
« Port Clinton
o Sandusky

o Warren

« Wellington

The Cleveland Restoration Society has been
working to preserve the historic built environment
of Cleveland since the mid-1970s. It is the largest
nonprofit local historic preservation organization
in the state, a National Trust for Historic
Preservation partner, and well-regarded nationally,
particularly for its low-interest loans and technical
assistance programs. The Cleveland Restoration
Society is an excellent example of the types of
organizations that advocate and work for historic
preservation within their communities in the

Western Reserve.

Many small communities throughout the Western
Reserve, such as Medina, also have community
design committees that uphold historic integrity in
both public and private structures. Local historic
preservation organizations are also prevalent

throughout the region.

Natural Resource and Land
Conservation

Metroparks in Ohio are powerhouse
conservation, recreation, and education programs
that provide valuable open space and not only
acquire and preserve natural areas and historic
sites, but also provide programming, education,

and community services.

The Western Reserve Land Conservancy was
created through the voluntary merger of eight
land trusts, creating an organization that covers
the region from Sandusky Bay to the Pennsylvania
border and from Lake Erie to Wayne County.
Partner organizations include the following:

o Chagrin River Land Conservancy

« Bratenahl Land Conservancy

« Headwaters Landtrust

o Hudson Land Conservancy

o Medina Summit Land Conservancy

o Tinkers Creek Land Conservancy

o Firelands Land Conservancy

o Grand River Partners

The Western Reserve Land Conservancy has
preserved 24,000 acres through conservation
easements, which are permanent legal covenants

prohibiting certain changes to properties.

The Killbuck Watershed Land Trust preserves
more than 4,500 acres of farm land, forests,
wetlands, and open spaces in Ashland, Coshocton,

Holmes, Richland, Tuscarawas, and Wayne counties.

The Gates Mills Land Conservancy preserves the
natural, recreational, and scenic resources of the
Village of Gates Mills and the Chagrin River Valley
by acquiring land and conservation easements.

About 469 acres have been protected thus far.

The Little Beaver Creek Land Foundation
preserves and protects the Little Beaver Creek
watershed through land acquisition and
conservation easements, citizen education,
historic preservation, and other environmental
management activities. To date, it has protected

4,343 acres.

The Mahoning River Consortium works to
restore the environmental health of the Mahoning
River and its surrounding landscapes. It also
supports efforts to improve the social, recreational

and economic development occurring in the

communities located along the river.
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The Cleveland Museum of Natural History runs
the Natural Areas Program, which is an effort

to create a collection of nature preserves with a
focus on northern Ohio’s biodiversity. There are

35 natural areas in the program today, and the
museum has used its conservation programs to
protect more than 5,000 acres. Three of the natural
areas are open to the public: Mentor Marsh, Scheele

Preserve, and North Kingsville Sand Barrens.

The Nature Conservancy in Ohio has worked
since 1958 to protect more than 56,000 acres
of natural lands in partnership with other

organizations. Two of the six Nature Conservancy
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preserves that are open to the public are in the

Western Reserve: Herrick Fen and Morgan Swamp.

The Ohio Department of Agriculture administers
the Agricultural Easement Purchase Program
(AEPP) to preserve Ohio farmland through the
purchase of agricultural easements. AEPP provides
up to 75 percent matching grants to farmland

owners who sell their development rights.

The Lake Erie Allegheny Partnership for
Biodiversity is a collaboration of organizations
focused on biodiversity. Its primary region
includes lands through the glaciated region of
northeastern Ohio, northwestern Pennsylvania,
and western New York. They are developing a
regional conservation plan to guide prioritization

of land protection and restoration projects.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources
through its State Parks and Division of Wildlife
also prioritizes natural area preservation and is an
active initiator and partner in preserving natural

areas throughout the Western Reserve.

Although not established for resource preservation
goals, the NE Adventures in Ohio organization

is an example of regional partnership around a
common goal. This volunteer organization focuses
on tourism promotion within a sub-segment of

the Western Reserve.

Based on the supporting information described
here, the National Park Service concludes that the

Western Reserve meets this criterion.

Study Criterion (D) . . . provides

outstanding recreational and educational
opportunities;”

Recreational Assessment
Recreational Importance

The Western Reserve provides a wide range

of outstanding recreational opportunities for
residents and visitors to explore and experience

the region’s natural, historic, and cultural features

of the land and its people.

Outdoor recreational opportunities include
both passive and active opportunities, including
birdwatching, hiking, cycling, walking tours,
driving tours, geocaching, kayaking, railroad
tours, sportfishing, skiing, scuba diving, and
many more. These experiences are provided
through a network of protected areas including
sandy beaches, wetlands, lakes, rivers and streams,
forests, plains, islands, and other habitats and
ecosystems unique to the glaciated portion of
northern Ohio. Local agencies, organizations,

and private businesses enhance these experiences

through providing interpretive and educational




components, such as private kayaking tour
companies that sponsor trips throughout the
region or narrated river cruises provided by

metropark agencies.

Availability of Public Lands

Identification of available public lands

for recreation is provided in Figure 9. As
demonstrated, there is a wide variety depending
on geographic location and urbanization. A
strong network of county park districts and
prominence of state parks and preserved lands
within the study area is supplemented by
conservation efforts of local and regional land
conservancies, the Cleveland Museum of Natural
History, state agencies, regional biodiversity and
land-use planning consortiums, and others to
provide future lands for public use on a voluntary

basis with landowners.

Obstacles for Outdoor Recreation Providers
Lack of funds and lack of communications were
identified by outdoor recreation providers in

the northeast area of the state within the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources SCORP report.
Data is not accessible by county; however, as
designated by the SCORP focus group districts,
this region encompasses nearly two-thirds of

the Western Reserve. Poor communications

and cooperation among governing entities and

Outdoor Recreation Acreage by County
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Outdoor Recreation % of Total Acres for Outdoor Recreation
COUNTY County Acreage Areas Acreage Outdoor Recreation 2006 Population  per 1000 Residents
Ashland 273,242 11,949 9 54,727 218
Ashtabula 454,826 12,518 9 102,703 122
Cuyahoga 294,307 27,361 2.0 1,314,241 21
Erie 163,355 10,796 .8 78,116 138
Geauga 261,738 10,015 7 95,676 105
Huron 317,761 4,173 3 60,313 69
Lake 148,095 12,213 9 232,892 52
Lorain 316,566 16,038 1.2 301,993 53
Mahoning 272,300 15,018 1.1 251,026 60
Medina 270,905 11,876 2 169,353 70
Ottawa 167,341 8,207 .6 41,331 199
Portage 322,904 21,796 1.6 155,012 141
Summit 269,000 31,763 2.3 545,931 58
Trumbull 407,413 32,162 2.3 217,3362 148

Totals and/or Averages

Figure 6 Outdoor Recreation Acreage by County [SOURCE: 2008 SCORP Outdoor Recreation Acreage by County]

recreation providers, as well as among multiple
groups trying to use the same resources were
identified as obstacles—all of which could be
enhanced through regional designation of a

Western Reserve Heritage Area.

Participants also expressed concern about the lack
of open space in trust for future generations, as
well as for more specific needs for passive nature-
based recreation opportunities, trails, and hunting
land. There was specific mention of the need to
balance active and passive recreation opportunities

throughout the region.

Tourism Importance

Throughout most of the study area, tourism is
important to the economic health of Western Reserve
communities and reflects both the quality and
diversity of recreational offerings within the study
area. The region’s tourism industry vitality is also
important to the state. Thirty-three percent of lodging
tax revenues collected in the state is attributed to

tax collections within the 14 counties encompassed
within the study area which makes up 16 percent of
the state’s counties. This revenue is collected by local
government entities; however, the comparison to

state collections demonstrates the region's statewide

significance and size within the Ohio tourism market.



Education Assessment

Higher Education Network

In addition to place-based, informal educational
settings at natural areas and museums, the
Western Reserve region is home to many
universities and colleges, several of which have
turned in recent years to supporting the area’s rich
cultural and historical diversity through research
and special programming. This creates a unique
opportunity for the region to access academia

and researchers for project implementation,
information and supportive research. Higher
education presence includes Case Western Reserve
University, Kent State University, University of
Akron, Youngstown State University, Cleveland
State University, Bowling Green State University
(regional campus), Ohio State University (research
laboratory and extension presence), Oberlin
College, Lake Erie College, Cleveland Institute of
Art, Cleveland Institute of Music, Baldwin-Wallace
College, Hiram College, John Carroll University,
Notre Dame College, and Ursuline College.

Research Facilities

In addition to primary and regional campuses,
research facilities are also available. Stone
Laboratory is the Ohio State University research
laboratory for Lake Erie science and is located on
Gibraltar Island in Ottawa County. In addition to

providing educational opportunities for graduate

Stone Laboratory on Gibraltar Island

Stone Laboratory is the oldest freshiater biological field station in the United States. Located on the 6.5-
acre Gibraltar Island in Lake Erie’s island-dotted Westerh Basin, Stone Laboratory is the center of Ohio
State University’s Lake Erie teaching and researching. More than 65 researchers from academic institutions
around the country work year-round at the-laboratory to solve some of the Great Lakes’ mdst pressing

problems. It is managed by the Ohio State University Sea Grant College Program.

Research at this laboratory has advanced-hot only Lake Erie science
and stewardship, but environmental science’on many fronts. The
laboratory served as the research base for Lake Erie water quality
recovéry during the 1970s, and science conducted from this base
led to the identification and reduction of phosphorus as a culprit
of the lake’s-degradation. Publicity and grassroots-movements
surrounding the lakes environmental issues in the 1970s launched
the Clean-Water Act and the formation-of the Environmental
Protéction Agency.

The island trains future scientists and land use planiers by serving

as the island campus for undergraduate and graduate students,

teachers, and middle school and high school students. Visitors ean

explofe the campus and learn about environmental science’during

tours:throughout the summer, as well as by attending special

programming. The nearby Aquatic Visitors Center and South Bass Island Lighthouse are also'managed by
the OSU Ohio Sea Grant College Program and provide interpretation on water quality, the importance of a
healthy freshwater ecosystem, and current research issues and advancements.

students, undergraduate students, high school
students, middle school students, and educators,
the laboratory is the site for important Lake Erie

ecological and environmental research.

Cleveland State University operates a
Communication Research Center offering best

practices in methods and tools.

Opportunities for Enhancing

Educational Linkage

Throughout the public meetings, residents expressed
concern that future generations are not being taught
the history and contributions of the local region.
Residents identified designation as a way to provide
for enhancing both formal and informal education

inclusion of the Western Reserve story.




There is also a new effort related to the Lake Erie
theme that could serve as both a model and a
method for moving forward. A set of Lake Erie
Literacy Principles has been developed for use
in both formal and informal education settings.
These have been adopted and altered at the Great
Lakes level as well. A team of state agencies,
educators, and academic advisors developed
these Lake Erie Literacy Principles to unify

the messages, ensure accuracy of information
being delivered, and to provide a framework for
future education. A similar effort could better
link the story of the Western Reserve to regional
museums, historic sites, and natural areas that

provide interpretation.

In addition to providing opportunities for
enhancing student and place-based visitor
education, designation could also enhance
professional education efforts. As identified at
public and special interest meetings, regional
designation could create an impetus for delivering
training and education to resource managers,
land-use planners, community development
officials, and others to enhance story delivery,

resource integrity, and customer service.

Based on the supporting information described
above, the National Park Service concludes that

the Western Reserve meets this criterion.

Study Criterion (E) “. .. contains resources
important to the identified theme or
themes of the Study Area that retain a
degree of integrity capable of supporting

interpretation.”

The Western Reserve’s compelling national story
as the nation’s town square has been discussed

in great detail within this feasibility study. The
themes that support this statement have also
been presented. The concept of a town square

as a meeting point for progress and reform is
typified throughout the study area, both in the
abundance of village greens and town squares

of all magnitudes, as well as in the contributions
those within this region have made to society.
Early surveyors of the Western Reserve identified
physical boundaries, yet probably did not
recognize that the definition of these boundaries
would one day translate into a culture unique
upon the American landscape. Early settlers from
New England began to influence the identity of
this region as a crucible of cultures and ideas.
Access to Lake Erie and the rich resources of

the region further added to the allure, creating a
diversity of ethnicities and values as immigrants

arrived bearing their traditions, ideas, and beliefs.

Resources supporting the overarching theme

and its subthemes are plentiful. Chapter 4 of this

feasibility study identifies these resources and their

prominence throughout the entire Western Reserve.

Integrity of the Historic
Resources

Assessing the integrity of these resources is
expressed here in two ways: integrity of the
physical resources and integrity of the story.
Integrity of the physical historic and cultural
resources throughout the region is high,
evidenced by more than 1,005 properties listed

on the National Register of Historic Places and

17 National Historic Landmarks. Preservation
societies focused on maintaining that authenticity
include hundreds of local historical societies, as
well as state efforts through the Ohio Preservation
Office. The landscape, itself, is supportive of the
story. Throughout the region, reminders of the
area’s early New England roots are present. These
include names of cities and towns (Marblehead,
Kent, Norwalk, etc.) adopted from New England
cities, as well as in the preservation of town squares

and village greens in communities of all sizes.

Integrity of the Natural Resources
Natural resources played an important part
of the Western Reserve story by shaping the

opportunities and challenges presented to early




settlers, as well as by forming the foundation for
growth. Natural resources throughout the area

are protected by an impressive network of county
metropark systems and the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources, as well as active and passionate
conservation conservancies and land trusts. These
entities often work across political and geographic
borders, recognizing the power of uniting efforts.
The region’s philanthropic base supports resource
conservation as well. The region is varied, from
urban to rural landscapes. Recent years have seen
an increase in efforts to enhance public access,
acquire public lands from willing sellers, and assist

private landowners with conservation efforts.

Integrity of the Western

Reserve Story

Integrity of the story of the Western Reserve is
more difficult to gauge, as this story is presently
not coordinated on a region-wide basis. The
Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland
preserves artifacts and stories of this important
region, but extension of the story beyond its walls
and local region is limited by resources. Public
meetings with historic interest groups and tourism
professionals throughout the region revealed a
strong interest and need in regional assistance of

preservation, as well as in interpretation of the

Western Reserve story to local place-based sites.

Many of the place-based venues, such as natural
areas and historic sites identified within the
resource inventory, currently interpret key pieces
of the Western Reserve story. These interpretive
efforts include a variety of methods, such as
exhibit signage and first-person historical
reenactment. Connecting existing interpretation
into a broader framework telling the Western
Reserve story would support current efforts,
while creating a richer story to share with

residents and visitors.

Some examples of how current interpretive efforts
tell elements of the Western Reserve story are

provided in Figure 10.

Recognition of the region as the “Western
Reserve” is widespread, reflected in hundreds of
businesses and associations bearing “Western
Reserve” and “Firelands” in their names. The
historical meaning behind the names; however, are
lesser known. Also, as no regional effort currently
links the region together, recognition of this
common bond between counties and communities
is absent. This is an opportunity that was identified
through the public meetings as one that should be

pursued by designation.

How Designation Could
Enhance Integrity

Specific opportunities for enhancing the integrity
of the Western Reserve story were discussed at
public meetings. These were identified as benefits
and feasible activities for a coordinating entity

to coordinate should designation occur. Should
designation occur, a management plan will be
developed with broad public participation. These
recommendations do not supplant this plan,

but demonstrate the public’s awareness of how a

regional effort can enhance resource integrity.

Recognizing and Rewarding Quality

As a heritage area, the ability to both publicly
recognize and reward the integrity of the
resources and interpretation would provide not
only recognition to those resource managers
who have prioritized integrity, but would create
incentives for future efforts. Many visitors bureau

cannot prioritize integrity, but must promote all

attractions within their political boundary. A need
was expressed for a regional, objective peer-review

rating system of recognition, which would increase

awareness of those sites with strongest integrity
who have met high standards, while at the same
time providing goals and assistance for sites in

achieving these standards.
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Western Reserve Sample Sites and Contributions to Theme

LOCATION WESTERN RESERVE THEME STORY CONTRIBUTION INTERPRETIVE METHODS
Hale Farm and Village, Bath Migration Early settlement, Civil War Historical re-enactment, first-person
characterization, music, and song

Sandusky Maritime Museum Transportation  Shipping and sailing on the Great Lakes; ~ Exhibits, hand-on boat-building workshops,
movement of goods, people, and ideas special programming, and lectures

Museum of Labor Industry Iron and steel industry, labor relations Exhibits, videos, workshops, and lectures

and Industry, Youngstown

Stan Hywet Hall Land Use and Architecture Country estate and gardens Guided tours, speakers bureau, events
Canalway Center, Lake Erie Human impact on water quality, Exhibits, music and songs through
Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation, role of tributaries Cleveland Metroparks, first-person
Cuyahoga Heights characterization, workshops guided tours

Oberlin Heritage Center Social Reform and Education

Role in Underground Railroad,
abolitionism women’s activism, civil rights

Guided tours, publications, special
programming and lectures, history walks

Technical Assistance

Providing the assistance for interpretation,
conservation, preservation, and promotion on a
regional basis would enhance long-term integrity
of the region, its stories, and its places. As a
regional coordinating entity, the Western Reserve
would be in a better position to leverage assistance
because of its network of sites. Coordination of
such activities is likely to occur through existing
organizations, but a coordinating entity would
serve as the incubator for ideas, encourager of
innovation, and provider of support for these

organizations and their efforts.

Figure 7 Western Reserve Sample Sites and Contributions to Theme

Education and Training on Revealing and
Interpreting Regional Story

As identified earlier, interpretation of the story of
the Western Reserve is fragmented. A Western
Reserve Heritage Area would provide the story,
supported with facts and resources, and share
interpretive resources, education, tools, and
training to place-based venues throughout the
region. Individuals at several public meetings
also expressed a desire to ensure that future
generations are taught about the Western Reserve
in formal education. The Western Reserve
Heritage Area could form an educational taskforce

to incorporate local heritage into state educational

curriculum requirements.

Embracing Technology to Tell a

Regional Story

A Western Reserve Heritage Area could leverage
the region’s purchasing power by contracting
with vendors to incorporate technology to tell
regional stories. These could include podcasts,
GPS systems, video feeds, etc., that could virtually
connect the region. Also identified was the ability
of a Western Reserve Heritage Area to continue
its role as a “town square” and meeting place by
providing a means for virtual dialogue about local
issues and opportunities using technology as a

means for connecting communities.

Establishing a Framework for Ensuring
Authenticity and Inclusion

Authenticity of the story is paramount, so a
Western Reserve Heritage Area would be in the
position to coordinate research and expert forums
to ensure accuracy. Because the proposed Western
Reserve Heritage Area boundary is all-inclusive of
those counties originally platted by surveyors, the
Heritage Area would ensure inclusiveness across

political and geographical boundaries.

Based on the information provided above, the
National Park Service concludes that the Western

Reserve meets this criterion.




Study Criterion (F) ... whether the study
area includes residents, business interests,
nonprofit organizations, and local and
State governments that are involved in the
planning, have developed a conceptual
financial plan that outlines the roles for
all participants, including the Federal
Government, and have demonstrated
support for the concept of a national
heritage area.”

The Western Reserve community engagement
process obtained public input and support from

a wide variety of individuals, elected officials, and
organizations across the 14-county region of the
Western Reserve. Overall, the public input was
positive, and there is a genuine interest among the
respondents that the Western Reserve Heritage
Area is an interesting idea and it is worth pursuing
on a regional level. Many of the respondents
recognize the authentic natural, historical, and
cultural resources of the heritage of the Western
Reserve and they are interested in working in
partnership and collaboration for the future
interpretation and celebration of the Western

Reserve heritage.

Several of the regional organizations represented
on the Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study
Stakeholder Committee, including the Western

Reserve Historical Society, Western Reserve Land
Conservancy, Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition
and the Fund for Our Economic Future, have long
standing relationships and partnerships within
the 14-county region that can be leveraged for

the development of the Western Reserve Heritage
Area. While all of these organizations are active in
some of the 14 counties of the Western Reserve,
few of the organizations are actively working in all
14 counties. One of the organizations, the Ohio &
Erie Canalway Coalition, has extensive heritage
area experience with the Ohio & Erie Canalway
National Heritage Area and has worked with more

than 20 Heritage Area projects across the country.

The Fund for Our Economic Future unites
philanthropy to strengthen the economic
competitiveness of northeast Ohio. The Fund
supports six regional economic development
organizations that collaborate to grow jobs and
investments in 16 counties in northern Ohio.
Representatives of the Fund for Our Economic
Future have been very involved with the Western
Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study and there is
the possibility that the Fund could play a larger
role with the development of the Western Reserve
Heritage Area as a regional community and

economic development project.

There are several resources at the state level that
have already assisted with various components
within the Western Reserve. These resources
include the Ohio Historical Society, Department of
Natural Resource Natureworks, Clean Ohio, and
Recreational Trail Fund grant programs for the
development of trail and green space projects, and
the Department of Transportation Scenic Byway
and Enhancement Grant program for scenic

roadway improvements and trail development.

While there continues to be much public interest
for the development of the Western Reserve
Heritage Area among members of the stakeholder
commiittee and the general public, more work and
partnership cultivation are necessary to transition
from public interest to commitment of resources

and investment for the long-term sustainability of

the Western Reserve Heritage Area.




A conceptual financial plan has not been
developed. The potential for financial support,
technical assistance, and new partnerships to
move the heritage area concept forward in the
Western Reserve is great, but commitments have
not been articulated. There are many organizations
and agencies within the study area that have
offered support, either verbally or in a writing (see
Appendices), but these offer only broad support
for the concept and/or anticipation of working
with others to implement the heritage corridor

vision and goals.

Many recognize the opportunity to come together
as a region and pool resources in support of the
significant, shared story. As this opportunity

is realized by more, the level of support for the
heritage area concept as well as direct financial
commitments may grow, but the lack of a pre-
existing or identifiable coordinating entity

(see Study Criterion G) will make it difficult to
coordinate potential partners and garner future

financial commitments.

Based on the supporting information described
above, the National Park Service concludes that
the Western Reserve does not on the whole meet

this criterion.

Study Criterion (G) ... whether the Study
area has a potential local coordinating
entity to work in partnership with residents,
business interests, nonprofit organizations,
and local and State governments to develop
a national heritage area consistent with
continued local and State economic activity”

Heritage areas are overseen by a coordinating
entity that is identified in the authorizing
legislation. The coordinating entity may be a

state or local agency, a federal commission, or a
private nonprofit corporation. The legislation gives
the coordinating entity certain authorities and
responsibilities; its primary responsibility being to
develop a financially self-sustaining program that

helps a region maintain its identity and heritage.

The coordinating entity is empowered to develop
a management plan for the heritage area in
collaboration with local governments and other
stakeholders and is authorized to receive federal
funds on the area's behalf. Any federal funds
appropriated for the National Heritage Area are
to be used as seed money to help the coordinating
entity develop this self-sustaining National
Heritage Area. The authority to implement the
management plan is local—it rests in the hands

of willing local officials and the actions of local

organizations and individuals. Designation
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legislation does not provide the management
entity or any federal agency with the authority to
regulate land uses, nor does it have any impact on

private property.

There are many regional and local organizations
within the Western Reserve with regional
partnerships and collaboration experience. Some
relevant examples include efforts to preserves
natural resources through the Western Reserve
Land Conservancy, efforts to preserve the story
and resources through the Western Reserve
Historical Society, and efforts to enhance regional
economic development through the Fund for our
Economic Future. At the time of this report, there
is not currently a single entity that has emerged
with either the willingness or the capacity and
geographic-wide acceptance to be recognized

as the coordinating entity if the area were to be

designated a National Heritage Area.

Instead, it is suggested that a forum similar to
the stakeholder committee brought together to
assist with this study be looked at as a model
for creation of a coordinating entity in the
future. This committee had a decent geographic
representation as well as the mix of skills
necessary for success, but composition of a new
entity would need more regional representation

as well as organizations that either have or could




bring in additional resources to match federal

dollars and implement a regional vision.

The Western Reserve Feasibility Study
Stakeholder Committee included individuals
from the following:

o Ashtabula County Convention &

Visitors Bureau

o Canfield Heritage Foundation

« Cleveland Metroparks

o Cuyahoga County Planning Commission

o Eastgate Regional Council of Government

» Floyd Browne Group

o Fund for Our Economic Future

o Geauga County Historical Society

+ Geauga County Parks

o Hale Farm and Village

o Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail

o Lake Metroparks

« Lake County Historical Society and
History Ctr.

o Mahoning Valley Historical Society
» Medina County Commissioners

o Medina County Convention &
Visitors Bureau

o National Park Service

 Oberlin Heritage Center

« Ohio and Erie Canalway Coalition

o Ohio Historical Society

« Ohio Sea Grant College Program

» Ottawa County Commissioners

o Portage County Regional Planning
Commission

« Congressman Tim Ryan

o Sandusky Main Street Association

o Trumbull County Tourism Bureau

« Vienna Historical Society

« Village of Richfield

o Western Reserve Historical Society
o Western Reserve Land Conservancy
» Youngstown State University

The stakeholder committee as described above
is not ready to assume the responsibilities of
coordinating entity. Although participation

by some of those listed was strong during the
study process, the responsibilities and resources
needed for the individual mission and tasks of
these organizations and agencies would prevent
the needed focus of time and materials to the
heritage area. With time and commitment,

this forum could be established as an effective
convener and coordinator, but it would require
a greater level of commitment than exhibited

during the study process.

Heritage areas enhance local economies. Many
communities within the Western Reserve
recognize the natural relationship among resource
conservation, enhanced recreational opportunities,
community identity and image, and community
economic development efforts. Resources define
communities’ characters and are often valued by
those seeking to relocate. Heritage designation

would enhance the current dialogue of balancing

development and conservation priorities resulting

in more sustainable communities.

A national heritage area designation based on the
natural, cultural, historic, and scenic resources

of the region would complement the existing
tourist attractions and resources in the Western
Reserve The national heritage area coordinating
entity would work with local businesses and
organizations to build their capacity and
develop a regional marketing approach. Overall,
economic activity in the tourism sector would

experience a positive impact.

Based on the supporting information described
above, the National Park Service concludes that
the Western Reserve does not meet this criterion.
Although heritage area designation would be
consistent with economic activity in the area,

the lack of an established coordinating entity
combined with the lead time and resources
necessary to get it up and running would

impact the ability to develop and implement a

management plan.
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Study Criterion (H) “. .. has a conceptual
boundary map that is supported by the
public;”

The Western Reserve's national significance lies

in its establishment as the nation’s town square
after the Revolutionary War, which took place in
concurrence with the settlement of the historic
Connecticut Western Reserve in the late 18" and
early 19" centuries. The small town squares,
migration patterns, transportation developments,
industry innovations, land use patterns,
architecture, social reform activities, and education
all resulted from and evolved in connection to this
establishment as a settlement under Connecticut.
Thus, the proposed boundaries for a heritage

area mirror this important historic boundary.

The boundaries were not revised as a result of the
planning process, so the map included below has
been viewed and approved at each Stakeholder

committee and public meeting for the project.

The study area as defined by Congress in the
Western Reserve Heritage Areas Study Act (et120
STAT. 1846 PUBLIC LAW 109-338—OCT. 12,
2006) also reflects the original boundaries of the

Western Reserve as surveyed beginning in 1796.

Western Reserve Heritage Areas Study Act ... (c)
BOUNDARIES OF THE STUDY AREA.—The
Study Area shall be comprised of the counties of
Trumbull, Mahoning, Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga,
Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain,
Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio.

Based on the supporting information described
above, the National Park Service concludes that

the Western Reserve meets this criterion.

Study Criterion (I) ... whether the study
area has potential or actual impact on
private property located within or abutting
the Study Area.”

Concern over private property rights was
identified at one public meeting. Designation

of a national heritage area, however, does not
provide the coordinating entity or any federal
agency authority to regulate land or land uses.
Participation in projects and programs is always
voluntary, with zoning and land-use decisions
remaining under the jurisdiction of local
governments. In addition, the coordinating entity
is also prohibited from using the federal funds it
receives through enabling legislation to acquire
real property (NPS 2003).

The coordinating entity is empowered to create a
management plan for the heritage area, and it is
authorized to receive federal funds on the area's
behalf. The authority to be a part of development
and implementation of this plan is voluntary
and local—resting in the hands of willing local
officials and the actions of local organizations

and individuals.

After a heritage area is designated by Congress,
National Park Service partners with local
community members to help plan and implement
heritage area activities. The National Park Service
also provides administrative oversight of federal
funding that the heritage area receives. National
Park Service involvement is always advisory

in nature; it neither makes nor carries out

management decisions.

Heritage conservation efforts are grounded in a
community's pride in its history and traditions,
and in residents’ interest and involvement in
retaining and interpreting the landscape for

future generations.

Based on the supporting information described
above, the National Park Service concludes that
the Western Reserve does not have potential or

actual impact on private property located within

or abutting the study area.
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Designation Alternatives and Impact Assessment

Review of Designation
Alternatives

his section fully evaluates two

management alternatives including

no action and implementation of the
heritage area concept as a regional initiative, and
discusses a third alternative — national designation

- that was initially considered but set aside.

Alternative 1: No Action

The no-action alternative implies that no attempt
would be made to further consolidate interests
for a unified Western Reserve heritage area. Local
initiatives would continue to recognize, protect,

and develop community resources individually.

Although many individuals, organizations,
businesses, nonprofit organizations, and
government entities are working to preserve and
enhance significant Western Reserve resources, a
lack of coordination could have a negative impact

if resource managers continue to compete for

funding and visitors. Marketing in competitive

fashion would pit resources against each other
rather than working together. This lack of
coordination and un-unified effort could have a
negative impact on significant cultural and other
resources as there would not be a focused region-
wide effort to develop common direction on
resource protection policies, programs, marketing,
and promotion. This could result in a loss of
historic structures, archaeological resources and
other significant resources that preserve and tell

the Western Reserve story.

Uncoordinated planning and land use regulation
could result in communities developing in ways
that may diminish the natural and recreational
resources of the Western Reserve. Natural
resources, such as wetlands, could become
further fragmented reducing the region’s value as
a wildlife migration route and eroding aesthetic
qualities. The connection and enhancement of
region-wide recreational opportunities might not

be as easily realized.

Each community’s individual potential for
cultural, natural, and recreational resource
conservation and the collective potential of

a region working together to preserve and
enhance these important resources might not be
realized. Funding to support resource protection
in the Western Reserve would continue to be
challenging. If no action is taken, resource
recognition, protection, and promotion within
the region would be fragmented as no additional
mechanism for working together would

be provided.

There would be no technical assistance offered
through the National Park Service’s National
Heritage Area program or associated federal
funding. Other federal programs to expand
protection of Western Reserve resources, such as
the National Register programs, Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance program, and National
Historic Landmarks program would continue on a

competitive basis.
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Alternative 2: Implementation of the
heritage area concept as a regional initiative
In order for a regional initiative to work, a focal
point or framework is necessary to coordinate the
efforts of Western Reserve partners and to provide
a forum where different interests can network,
share, and have a voice. Several possibilities exist
for an organization or framework to facilitate

the protection and management of the corridor's
resources. One example is the Plus Works, self-

described as the following;

“Partners in building a more vibrant Northeast
Ohio are collaborating to tell a consistent, clear story
within the region about the people, places and efforts
that make Northeast Ohio great. Our objective is to
increase awareness, support and participation in the

work that is building a vibrant region. Our target
audience is community influencers across Northeast
Ohio - defined as 17 counties.”
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Other current regional initiatives to unite the
northern Ohio include:
o JumpStart, the region’s entrepreneurial

assistance organization

BioEnterprise, the region’s bioscience

advocacy and assistance organization

NorTech, the regions high-tech advocate
o MAGNET, the region’s manufacturing
advocacy organization
o Greater Cleveland Partnership and other
chambers of commerce, who are the
founders of Team Northeast Ohio
o The Cleveland Plus Marketing Alliance
« Team Northeast Ohio (the regions business
attraction organization)
This is a sample list of regional initiatives and does
not reflect all regional activity within the Western
Reserve. Most of the initiatives identified above
do not include all 14 counties represented in the
Western Reserve, but there may be opportunities

to expand their geographic focus.

The Fund for Our Economic Future is a
collaboration of philanthropic organizations and
individuals that have united to strengthen the
regional economic competitiveness through grant-
making, research, and civic engagement. As such,
it is in a position to provide funding and other

support for many of these regional initiatives.

Another option to consider is coordination
through the Western Reserve Heritage Area
Feasibility Study Stakeholder Committee, a mix of
agencies, organizations, and individuals brought
together to assist with the Western Reserve
Heritage Feasibility Study (described in more
detail in Chapter 2). If this group chose to stay
engaged, they could be that regional coordinating
forum for communities, organizations, agencies,
and individuals who come together around their
common story and begin to implement the vision

and goals identified in Chapter 1.

Potential roles for partners include ownership,
jurisdiction/authority or management of
resources, funding, advocacy for one or more
resource themes, and responsibility for developing
plans that impact the Western Reserve. This
alternative would rely on communities getting
together to establish a regional framework to
plan and implement the area vision. Resource
protection and management would still occur
through local action, but a regional authority
would coordinate planning, facilitate information
exchange, seek funding, and provide the vehicle

for a unified marketing effort.

This alternative could increase state or federal
support while creating a regional identity

that could formalize the relationship among
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communities working for a common cause.
Existing regional organizations could assume
this role with minor modifications. A regional
coordinating body could prepare multi
jurisdictional funding requests, or assist groups
with limited staff or expertise to prepare better
funding requests, thereby improving chances for

additional state and federal funding.

Although regional partnerships are common, the
Western Reserve has not worked as efficiently as
it could as a region in the past. The major urban
counties have viewed each other as competitors
for economic development and state funds. One
project’s definition of a “region” is seldom of the
same boundary as another, so an overlapping

of regionalism occurs, minimizing the ability

to leverage and creating confusion internally

and externally. Dynamic local politics could
undermine the stability of a regional authority,
causing it to dissolve at any time, but creation of a
regional forum for coordination and cooperation

could minimize these issues.

Working together as a region in preserving and
enhancing the shared story of the Western Reserve
will increase both the marketability of the corridor
in a national and international marketplace and

the ability to leverage dollars.

A regionally organized initiative does not
necessarily increase the capability to address
natural resource issues that extend beyond
local government jurisdictions. Water quality
is an example of an issue that a voluntary
regional organization would have difficulty
addressing. A regional coordinating

body could improve the consistency of
natural resource planning and protection

throughout the participating jurisdictions.

Although several communities have local
preservation ordinances, they are faced
with growing development pressure;
many local preservation initiatives lack
the capability to adequately protect important
historical structures, archeological sites, and
cultural landscapes. A regional approach that
recognizes that the Western Reserve story is told
through preservation and enhancement of all of
the supporting resources in every community will
have a positive influence on policy and funding at

the local level.

Strong support of the private sector, although
critical to each alternative, is most important
for the success of a regional initiative. While
this alternative would improve coordination
of resource management over the No Action

alternative, it requires voluntary participation and

strong coordination of the efforts of Western
Reserve partners and a forum where different

interests can network and have a voice.

Federal programs to expand protection

of Western Reserve resources, such as the
National Register programs, Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance program and National
Historic Landmarks program, would be better

competed for as the region works in unity.




Alternative initially considered, but set aside
Alternative 3: National Heritage Area
Under this alternative, enabling legislation would
define a coordinating entity, outline the role of
the Department of the Interior and other federal
entities and authorize appropriations to be

matched by local funds.

Designation of national heritage areas do not
entail federal acquisition of land, or federal

management of heritage area resources.

If this had been a viable alternative, new programs
and activities to support heritage resource
protection likely would have been developed and

technical assistance provided by the NPS National

Heritage Area Program.

Successful heritage areas are led by a strong
coordinating entity who can marshall the
resources and partnerships to protect and
properly develop important resources. The
coordinating entity would become an information
clearinghouse, coordinating efforts that would increase

public awareness and stewardship of local resources.

Part of the coordinating entity’s responsibility would
include recreation planning and regional economic
development. The coordinating entity would create
the forum for resource users, landowners, industry,
and communities to work together to identify,
protect, and appropriately develop area resources,
and collaborate with others. The coordinating entity
would be responsible for raising funds or in-kind
donations to implement the heritage area vision

and goals described within this study and to

match the federal financial assistance.

As indicated in the analysis of a
coordinating entity in the National
Heritage Area criteria, there is
currently not a singular entity within
the Western Reserve that has the
willingness, capacity, and acceptance
to be recognized as the coordinating
B entity if the Western Reserve were to be
designated a National Heritage Area.

Because the Western Reserve does not

meet suitability or feasibility criteria for National
Heritage Area designation, this alternative was

set aside.

The mix of skills and geographic representation
of the Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility
Study Stakeholder committee is recommended
as a model for creation of a coordinating entity.
Members of this committee have expressed
interest in developing the capacity and working
toward establishing a plan for obtaining

feasibility readiness.
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hrough the development of the Western

Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study,

including the collection of information
regarding the natural, historical, and cultural
resources and the development of the “Town
Square” interpretive theme that is prevalent
throughout the 14-county region of the Western
Reserve, the abundance of unique heritage
and resources of the Western Reserve became
apparent. They are important to the traditions
and stories of our country, reminding us of our

national origins.

Located on the north coast of Ohio, the Western
Reserve celebrates the unique architecture, land
use, social values, and industrial innovation of
the late 18th and early 19th century. As settlers
from Connecticut migrated to the Western
Reserve of Ohio, they brought with them their
values, customs, and traditions, including the
development of the Town Square. The Town

Square is where individuals gathered for pursuits

of pleasure, business, and social reform. From
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Conclusions

Cleveland to Burton and Oberlin, evidence of
this historic Western Reserve Town Square is still
evident on the landscape today. Evidence of a
“vanguard of thinking” is found throughout the
region, as those living in the Western Reserve
pursued new products, new social reform
platforms, and innovations. Just as the “Town
Square” concept was vanguard thinking during
the late 18th and early 19th century, the Western
Reserve Heritage Area concept is gathering
support throughout the 14-county region in

northern Ohio.

As mentioned previously, one of the foundations
of all successful heritage areas is an informed and
engaged community that is committed to the
long-term sustainability of the regional project.
Active participation and strong support from all
facets of the community are essential to cultivating
partnerships and collaborations that leverage
resources for the conservation and interpretation
of the natural, historic, and cultural resources.

While there is public interest for a Western

Reserve Heritage Area designation among elected
officials, planning agencies, park agencies and
individuals, and little opposition, increased
public investment and commitment is necessary
to develop the sustainable partnerships and
collaborations for this important regional project.
More importantly, the elected officials, units of
government, community leaders, organizations,
and citizens of the 14-county region need to make
the Western Reserve Heritage Area a priority for
the region and commit the necessary resources

and investments for its long-term success.

In its current state, the proposed Western Reserve
Heritage Area is similar to other heritage area
initiatives across the countries that develop from
a seed of an idea and grow into a fully engaged
regional resource conservation development
project. Through the community engagement
strategy of the Western Reserve Heritage
Feasibility Study, information about the proposed
heritage area, its resources, and designation

benefits was shared with the general public, elected




officials, and units of government. Increased
community engagement and cultivation is
necessary to enhance understanding and increase
support for the Western Reserve Heritage Area.
The community engagement strategy should
continue in order to cultivate the strategic public-
private partnerships for the Western Reserve

Heritage Area.

One of the other challenges of the proposed
Western Reserve Heritage Area is the large
geography of the region. Working with
community partnerships and collaborations across
a 14-county region is challenging, and a process
and structure for communication and partnership
cultivation should be developed to build cohesion
and a true regional identity in the Western
Reserve. Currently, there is no regional structure
or organization within the proposed 14-county
Western Reserve Heritage Area to coordinate the
community engagement strategy and partnership
cultivation. However, that does not prohibit one
of the regional organizations or a new regional
organization to step forward and provide the
leadership for the development of the Western

Reserve Heritage Area.

Recommendations

In evaluating the Western Reserve to determine
if the area meets requirements as outlined in

the Western Reserve Heritage Area Study Act,
the National Park Service is looking at two
distinctive sets of evaluation criteria—suitability

and feasibility.

The determination of suitability looks at whether
national heritage designation is appropriate. The
National Park Service concludes that the Western
Reserve contributes to our country's national
heritage. It contains an assemblage of natural,
cultural, historic and scenic resources that make
up a distinctive landscape, and the rich and varied
stories about the WesternReserve support a
captivating set of themes connecting the people to
the heritage resources of the region. The Western
Reserve comprises a story and resources of great
regional, and state significance that influenced
the nation, but is not determined nationally
distinctive by the National Park Service and as

such is not suitable for national designation.

The second evaluation method, feasibility, looks
at whether implementation of the goals and
vision of a National Heritage Area is capable of
being accomplished. The opportunity to come
together as a region and pool resources in support

of the significant, shared story is recognized by

many. As this opportunity is realized by more,

the committed support for the heritage area
concept as well as direct financial commitments
may grow, but that level of support is currently
not present. At this time, there is a lack of an
established coordinating entity, local capacity, and
commitment to undertake the responsibilities

of initiating a future national heritage area.

The National Park Service determines that the

Western Reserve is not feasible for national

designation based on feasibility criterion.




The National Park Service feels that designation
is not the best course of action at this time. It
recommends the Western Reserve Heritage Area

concept be implemented as a regional initiative.

Recommended First Steps

At this stage in the project’s assessment, the National
Park Service concludes that two critical feasibility
study criteria have not been met. In order to further
develop the Western Reserve Heritage Area concept,

the following steps are recommended:

« Engage members of the Western Reserve
Heritage Feasibility Study Team and the
National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance office to use their
experience and skills with the development
of organizational capacity building and
community engagement to develop a
further strategy for the Western Reserve
Heritage Area.

Develop a locally managed regional
leadership structure to advocate for the
development of the Western Reserve
Heritage Area. This could be created
through enhancing the current Stakeholder
commiittee, creating a new body, or having
one of the regional organizations serve as a
host organization.
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o Develop a regional communication and
organizational structure for the 14-county
Western Reserve Heritage Area to build
cohesion and a true regional identity in the
Western Reserve. Dividing the Western
Reserve into regions would start to create
synergy within each of those regions and
cultivate partnerships within each region. It
is important, however, that those divisions
of the region ease administrative goals, but
do not interfere with the overall goal of
unification of the entire Western Reserve.

o Establish a regular meeting schedule, draft

an operational budget for the organization,
and develop a 3-year fundraising plan for
the organization.

o Maintain the community engagement
strategy by hosting regional public
meetings, sponsoring workshops, and
developing newsletters to continue to share
information about the Western Reserve
Heritage Area project, its purpose, and why
it is an important project worth pursuing.

Through these early action steps, the Western
Reserve Heritage Area will be able to cultivate

the necessary community commitment and
investment necessary to leverage the resources for
the interpretation and development of the natural,
historical, and cultural resources of the Western

Reserve Heritage Area.

Most importantly, community leaders, elected
officials, and nonprofit organizations need

to recognize that regional partnerships and
collaboration takes an increased amount of time,
energy, and resources to cultivate. Working on
heritage areas is like running a marathon, not a
sprint. Through the long-term commitment to
the regional vision, innovative and entrepreneurial
partnerships and collaborations are cultivated,
significant resources are leveraged, and sustainable

communities are created.




120 STAT. 1846 PUBLIC LAW 109-338—OCT. 12, 2006

TITLE III—NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA - STUDIES

Subtitle A—Western Reserve Heritage Area Study

SEC. 301.SHORT TITLE.
This subtitle may be cited as the “Western Reserve Heritage Areas Study Act”.

SEC. 302.NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY REGARDING
THE WESTERN RESERVE, OHIO.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the following:

(1)

2)

©)

The area that encompasses the modern-day counties of Trumbull,
Mahoning, Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit,
Medina, Huron, Lorain, Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio with the
rich history in what was once the Western Reserve, has made a unique
contribution to the cultural, political, and industrial development of
the United States.

The Western Reserve is distinctive as the land settled by the people of
Connecticut after the Revolutionary War. The Western Reserve holds
a unique mark as the original wilderness land of the West that many
settlers migrated to in order to begin life outside of the original

13 colonies.

The Western Reserve played a significant role in providing land to
the people of Connecticut whose property and land was destroyed
during the Revolution. These settlers were descendants of the brave

immigrants who came to the Americas in the 17th century.

(4)

(5)

(6)

7)

The Western Reserve offered a new destination for those who moved
west in search of land and prosperity. The agricultural and industrial
base that began in the Western Reserve still lives strong in these
prosperous and historical counties.

The heritage of the Western Reserve remains transfixed in the counties
of Trumbull, Mahoning, Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga,
Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain, Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio.
The people of these counties are proud of their heritage as shown
through the unwavering attempts to preserve agricultural land and
the industrial foundation that has been embedded in this region since
the establishment of the Western Reserve. Throughout these counties,
historical sites, and markers preserve the unique traditions and
customs of its original heritage.

The counties that encompass the Western Reserve continue to
maintain a strong connection to its historic past as seen through its
preservation of its local heritage, including historic homes, buildings,
and centers of public gatherings.

There is a need for assistance for the preservation and promotion of
the significance of the Western Reserve as the natural, historic and
cultural heritage of the counties of Trumbull, Mahoning, Ashtabula,
Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain,
Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio.




(8) The Department of the Interior is responsible for protecting the
Nation’s cultural and historical resources. There are significant
examples of such resources within these counties and what was
once the Western Reserve to merit the involvement of the Federal
Government in the development of programs and projects, in
cooperation with the State of Ohio and other local governmental
entities, to adequately conserve, protect, and interpret this heritage for
future generations, while providing opportunities for education and
revitalization.

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting through the National Park Service
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program, Midwest Region, and

in consultation with the State of Ohio, the counties of Trumbull, Mahoning,
Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain,
Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland, and other appropriate organizations, shall carry
out a study regarding the suitability and feasibility of establishing the Western

Reserve Heritage Area in these counties in Ohio.

(2) CONTENTS.—The study shall include analysis and documentation

regarding whether the Study Area—

(A) has an assemblage of natural, historic, and cultural resources that
together represent distinctive aspects of American heritage worthy of
recognition, conservation, interpretation, and continuing use, and are
best managed through partnerships among public and private entities
and by combining diverse and sometimes noncontiguous resources
and active communities;

(B) reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, and folk life that are a valuable part
of the national story;

(C) provides outstanding opportunities to conserve natural, historic,

cultural, or scenic features;

(D) provides outstanding recreational and educational opportunities;

(E) contains resources important to the identified theme or themes of
the Study Area that retain a degree of integrity capable of supporting
interpretation;

(F) includes residents, business interests, nonprofit organizations, and
local and State governments that are involved in the planning,
have developed a conceptual financial plan that outlines the roles
for all participants, including the Federal Government, and have
demonstrated support for the concept of a national heritage area;

(G) has a potential local coordinating entity to work in partnership with
residents, business interests, nonprofit organizations, and local and
State governments to develop a national heritage area consistent with
continued local and State economic activity;

(H) has a conceptual boundary map that is supported by the public; and

(I) has potential or actual impact on private property located within or
abutting the Study Area.

(c) BOUNDARIES OF THE STUDY AREA.—

The Study Area shall be comprised of the counties of Trumbull, Mahoning,
Ashtabula, Portage, Geauga, Lake, Cuyahoga, Summit, Medina, Huron, Lorain,
Erie, Ottawa, and Ashland in Ohio.

1‘1:‘-
>

- .
~p—— g ~ "_?:: ;;:",‘:"‘ T TR — g '.;:.'?‘0‘ - e R

~ ~




Historical Organizations of the Western Reserve

African American Museum

Ambherst Historical Society

Ashland County Historical Society
Ashtabula County Historical Society
Atwater Historical Society

Aurora Historical Society

Austintown Historical Society

Avon Historical Society

Bath Township Historical Society

Bay Village Historical Society
Beachwood Historical Society

Bedford Historical Society

Belden Historical Society

Bellevue Historical Society & Heritage Museum
Berea Historical Society

Berlin Center Historical Society

Berlin Heights Historical Society

Black River Historical Society
Bloomfield Township Historical Society
Boardman Historical Society

Bratenahl Historical Society
Brecksville Historical Association Inc.
Brimfield Memorial House Association
Bristol Historical Society

Broadview Heights Historical Society
Broadview Historical Society
Brookfield Historical Society
Brookfield Township Historical Society
Brooklyn Historical Society
Brownhelm Historical Association

Brunswick Area Historical Society

Butler Museum of American Art

Campbell Historical Society

Canfield Fairground Western Reserve Village
Canfield Heritage Foundation

Canfield Historical Society

Canfield War Veterans Museum
Case-Barlow Farm

Chagrin Falls Historical Society

Chatham Historical Society

City of Brook Park

Cleveland Grays Armory Museum
Cleveland Heights Historical Society

Clinton Historical Society

Collinwood Nottingham Historical Society
Columbia Historical Society Inc.

Conneaut Historical Society

Copley Township Historical Society
Cortland-Bazetta Historical Society

Croatian Heritage Museum & Library
Cuyahoga Falls Historical Society

Cuyahoga Valley National Park

Damascus Area Historical Society of Ohio
Donauschwaben German American Cultural Center
Dunham Tavern Museum

Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve
Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve
Edison Birthplace Association

Ellsworth Historical Society

Erie County Historical Society

Euclid Historical Society

Fairport Harbor Historical Society

Fairview Park Historical Society

Firelands Historical Society

Fowler Historical Society

Friends of Hower House

Friends of McKinley Memorial Library and Museum
Friends of the Duncan McFarland Homestead
Gallery of Akron's Black History & Culture
Garfield Heights Historical Society

Gates Mills Historical Society

Geauga County Historical Society

Girard Historical Society

Grafton Village History Association
Granger Library and Historical Society
Great Lakes Historical Society

Greene Historical Society

Hale Farm and Village - WRHS
Harpersfield Heritage Society

Hartford Township Historical Society
Hinckley Historical Society Inc.

Hiram Historical Society

Historic Lyme Village Association
Historical Society of Olde Northfield
Howland Historical Society

Hubbard Historical Society

Hubbard House Underground Railroad Museum
Hudson Library & Historical Society
Huron Historical Society

Independence Historical Society

Indian Museum of Lake County

Inland Seas Maritime Museum

James A. Garfield Historical Society




James A. Garfield National Historic Site
John Stark Edwards House

Johnston Historical Society

Kelleys Island Historical Association Inc.
Kent Historical Society

Kent State University Museum
Kinsman Historical Society

Kirtland Temple Historic Center

Lake County Engineer’s Office

Lake County Historical Society

Lake Erie Islands Historical Society
Lakeside Association

Lakewood Historical Society

Le Roy Heritage Association

Lenox Historical Society

Liberty Historical Society

Litchfield Historical Society

Liverpool Township Historical Society
Lodi Harrisville Historical Society Inc.
Lorain County Historical Society
Lordstown Historical Society
Lyndhurst Historical Society

Madison Historical Society

Mahoning Valley Historical Society
Mantua Historical Society

Maple Heights Historical Society
Marblehead Lighthouse State Park
Maritime Museum of Sandusky
Mayfield Township Historical Society
Mecca Historical Society

Medina County Historical Society
Mesopotamia Historical & Memorial Association
Middleburg Heights Historical Society
Middlefield Historical Society

Milan Canal Historical Society

Milan Historical Museum

Mill Creek Metroparks

Mogadore Historical Society Inc.
Moreland Hills Historical Society

Munroe Falls Historical Society

National Inventors Hall of Fame
National McKinley Birthplace Memorial
New London Area Historical Society
Niles Historical Society

North Bloomfield Historical Society
North Fairfield Firelands Historical Association
North Ridgeville Historical Society Inc.
North Royalton Historical Society
Northampton Historical Society

Norton Historical Society

Oberlin Heritage Center

Oberlin Heritage Center/O.H.L.O.

Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition

Old Brick House Historical Society
Olmsted Historical Society

Orange Village

Ottawa County History Museum

Parma Area Historical Society

Parma Heights Historical Society
Peninsula Historical Society

Perry Historical Society of Lake County
Perry's Victory & International Peace Memorial
Peter Miller House Museum

Pittsfield Township Historical Society
Poland Township Historical Society
Portage County Historical Society
Portage Lakes Historical Society
Randolph Historical Society

Richfield Historical Society

Rochester Historical Society

Rocky River Historical Society
Rootstown Historical Society

Russell Township Historical Society
Sandusky Library Follett House Museum
Sebring Ohio Historical Society

Seville Historical Society

Shaker Historical Society & Museum
Shalersville Historical Society

Sharon Township Heritage Society
Shefhield Village Historical Society & Cultural Center

Silver Lake Historical Society

Slavic Village Historical Society

Solon Historical Society

South Euclid Historical Society

Southern Lorain County Historical Society
Southington Historical Society

Springfield Township Historical Society
Stow Historical Society

Strongsville Historical Society

Struthers Historical Society

Summit County Historical Society
Summit County Historical Society

Sutliff Museum

Tallmadge Historical Society

The Harriet Taylor Upton Association

The Historical Society of Parma Heights
The Keepers House

The Temple Museum of Religious Art
Trumbull County Historical Society
Trumbull County Tourism Bureau, Ohio Appalachian
Country North East Rep.

Twinsburg Historical Society

Ukrainian Museum-Archives Inc.

Upton Association Inc.

Valley View-Cuyahoga Valley Historical Association
Vermilion Area Historical & Cultural Guild
Vienna Historical Society

Viets Museum

Wadsworth Area Historical Society
Western Reserve Heritage Association
Western Reserve Historical Society
Westfield Historical Society

Westlake Historical Society

Wickliffe Historical Society Inc.

Willard Area Historical Society
Willoughby Hills Historical Society
Willoughby Historical Society

Windsor Historical Society

EP



Western Reserve Letters of Support

The following pages contain letters of support for designation of the Western Reserve National Heritage Area.
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o .
5 Y
5 iy,
4 , |
O T'o We ook forward (o working in partmership with comporntions, elected officials, chambers of

commerce, units of government and non profit organizations on the development of the Western
Reserve Mational Heritage Ares. Through the development of public-private purtnershinps, we
shall celebrate the legacy of the Westem Reserve, promets stewardship, stimulate community and
econarmic development, and improve the guality of life for the residents of the Western Reserve,
O behalf of cur orpanization, | strongly support the Western Reserve Mational Heritaze Area
and we look forwand to working on this impoetent regional project, Pleuse feel free to contact me

Decenber 1, 2010 direztly if vou bave any questions.

barniest Chuaniune
Midwacst Begicnal Office Hrector, hational Park Senviee

G0 Fivesroni [r . ; 1
O, HE 9142 - /) E iw
Re: Nacioral Designation of the Western Reserve Hesitage Arez | Miry

Ixenr Mr. Chriorans: ce: Rory Robmeon, Mational Park Service

1 an phessed do atfer this letier of support for designaticn of the Western Reserve Nalivaal |
Heritape Ares. Wea ars proud |e purtmer wita the National Park Service on the development of the |
regional shudy exomining the natural, histarical, coftural and recezationzl reauress of he 14 |
counties af the lislore Wesfern Reserve.  Theough the comservadion, interpretation and |
devalepment of the suthentic resources and atiractions within the Western Reseve, we <hall

stimulate ComBRiTy and sconenic development and improve the quality of 1if for the regicn.

The Western Reserve A takes i o inijer portion of Nomheast Ohio thar our organization
Advenmrcs in Northeast Ohio repressors. We are a regional learisn orgmienlion thot promates
travel s leariem (o Mortheast Ohia. “Advertimes” ond cur membeeship kaew bow specinl the
Western Resorve Arca is and look forveard to assistiog in any way we wm, We nleeady work
lasely with ans Vesilory Burenus, Histerieal Socizties, Parks 2nd other orpanizations througoul
the tgginn. Lownted o the narth scast of Ohie, the Western Reserve celebrates the unigue
architzoture, land wss, social values and indusirinl inmmovetion of the late 18 and carly 19"
Century, As sertlers from Connzericnt migrated to the Western Ressove, they booughd with lhem
| their vnlucs, customs and traditions, including the devebopment ©f the Tuwn Sguore. The Toen
Squars I whers individunls gacthersd for prrsoits of pleasure, business and social reform. From
Cleveland, to Burton and Oherlin, evidence of the historic Wesdsim Keserve [own Squarc is still |
evidant nn the limdscope today. Evidence of a “vanguard of thinking” is found tenghont (he |
regiom, as thase living i e Western Reserve parsmed ness products, new social reform placforing |
i innuwations, Through the development of the Western Resarve Herilags Fensihilily Stady,
residents aml visilers cin expericnce e anicwe industrial, land use and aschitecture lagpey ul (he
Western Reserve region while enjoying the natural and recreslionil resmrces

17387 edgepark Boulevand ¢ Worth Olmsted, (Yhin S4070
Fhone 430.716.8093 » Fay 440, 716.3083 o Toll Free | KT7RAY.L
sy advenmmesinnorheasinbin. oo
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Jannazy 6, 2011

Emest Quintena

Ididwest Regional Offiee Diroeror. Marional Park Service
BOL Riverfiant D

Ommaba, ME 63102

Eesar B, (B nkstons;

Bath Township is becidel in Sememit Counly, Dbio, a part of the Western Reserve. Az a
Bath Township Trastee | strongly support designaten of the 14 eounties of the histaric
Weslem Beserve as (e Weelan Beserve Nulivon! Henlage Area Wil 3% miles of county
nuaiwiys 0 Anth Toawn<hip dmquled ihe Hertnge—Gemidon of HButh, ane Ohio Soseic
Dyway, we are committed to premoting the bl:n:tm of & heritage ares whether if is local or
rmdioml,

Bath Tewnship's first scttlers amived in 510 as they migrated from the Dast to fae Weslern
Reserve, bringine with them their values, eostoms and toditiens. including the deeloameni
of souall hardete such ae Ghent Square and Hanmond's Corners in Bady Tewnship, The
harale: iz where individoalz gathered to parsue buginess snd plensare, which s still evident
woday. The wwrship has worked wdth the Bath Townskip THatodeal Society to preseree our
bestory anu e cormmnily suppuors preseration and reconabion ool ooty G heenes, ame
and structures, bt for infrastrecturs of the walerways, roasdways and the rawral sceoic

hesuty nf caer ans,

Bafi Tewrship iz & wniqus comnunity that affers historical =xhibits, preserved open spaces,
conzervation greeowoys and g tedl syetom comneeting porks and neighborheods thnt ure ol
within a short distarce to & comudets rangs of whan services, shopping and restaurants, We
soc great valac in this visienary plan which will provide asscts to the community in the form
ef cducational benefits, recreatonal activity, economic developrment and ervironmenzal
stiahih Ly

1 pleesed o oiter this leter of support for desizontion of fhe Wesien Beserve Kalionnl
Herimge Aren, ¥e are prond to parmer with fae National Park Servies on the development
of the regional study examining the naniral, historical, cultaral and recreationzl resources of
the 14 conntics of fhe historie Western Rescrve,  Through the conscrenticon, inerpretation
and devrelopment of the mthentic resources and attractions within the Western Fssarve, we
zhall improvve the quality aflifa for the reginm.

O behall nf’ Batk Tawmship | strungly support the Weslern Reserve Naticol Herilag Ates
and look forward to werking on this impertaot regiooal project, Please fezl free fo contast
e i o bures amy questions,

Sincerely,

T T Lipatitce e

Flaina E. Goodrich, Ttirhoe

ez Rary Rabinsem, W;{nﬂnl Puark Rervice

Badford Historical Soclety

Pi} Box 46282

Bedfard ON £0106-0282

Aail) F33-070 bedfrdohiohEor, of g
M W 3opn — L0E0 ans; Th 20:(0mm — 400,
B Sundey momih by 200 - 500

Ernest Cuintans.

Midwest Regional Offics Dimgctor, Mational Park Service
6t Riveefront Dr.

Omseha, NE 6812

Fee: National Designation of the Western Reserve Heritage Area
Movember 2, 2010
Dear Mr. Quintara:

The Bedford Historical Society in Bedfied Ohio has been s vodce for the history of this region
singe 1955, Thiough our cfforts, several historie structares and the unigue commercial business
district have been lisied onﬂmNsuemLRegmuof}Eswm Plases. The society has worked with
other historic associations, local governments, the Coyahega County Metropolitan park district,
and the Mational Park to protect and highlight areas of our cellective history. Our Westarn
Resarve region affcrs visitors a glimpse of lifs in the early westemn movement and bow we have
evolved (o welcome other cultures and customs in the tradition that makes our country grear.
Please add our support to designate the region as the Western Reserve Mational Heritage Area.
Thank vou for your efforts on this endeavor.

Smwely. R
dej,/ Culerl

Tanet Caldwell

Drcetor ¢ carfator

¢ Rory Robinson, National Park Servica

Founter in 1855-Colecing. presaning and
irderpretng e history o Behrd, Badiond Tranship
and pertions of Lha esem Reserse.

m;mmmm.ammrw@l
arguenrion, e Ao Al 1 e axvent ol by e




BROOXFIELD TOWNSHIP
HISTORICAL SOCTETY
6544 Strimba Lrive
Brookfield, Ohic 44403
330-448-1124

Decamber 240, 2010

Erowst Qulntans

Midwesl Keyionul Office Director, Nutional Purk Service

601 Riverfront Dr.

Omsabra, ME 63102

RE: Maticnal Designation of the Western Reserve Heritage Ares

1 am pleased to offer this letter of suppart for desipuation of the Western Reserve
National Heritage Area. We arc proud to panner with the Nationsl Park Service on the
deselopment of the regional sudy examining the natwral, historteal, eoltursl and
reereational reseurees of the 14 eounties of the historic Westcm Reserve. Through the
congcrvation, interpremation and development of the awchentic resources and atiractions
within the Western Reserve, we shall stimulate comnaunity and economnic development
and impecve the quality of life for the region.

Lacated om the north eoast of Ohin, he Wastamn Resarve celabrates the undque
architectire, land use, social values aod indusidol movation of the late 18" and carly
18" Cemlury. As settlers from Connecticut migrated to the Westem Rescrve, they
brougzht with them their valoes, customs and traditdons, including the development of the
Town Square. The Town Square is where individualy puthered for pumsuits of pleasure,
busimess and social reform, From Cleveland, o Burton, {heriin and Brookfiekd,
¢vidence of the historic Western Rererve Towrn Squene is (3]l evideni on the landscape
today, Throwgh the development of The Wesiern Reserve Herluyz Famibility Stody,
residents and visitors can experiewce (he unigue indsirisl land use and architactural
legaey of the Western Reserve reglon while enjoying the natural and recreational
PESONNCES.

W leok forward o wordking in partnership with corporations, elected officials, charbers
of commesce, units of government and noo-profit organizations on the development of
the Western Rescrve Mational Heritage Area. On behall of our organization, | strongly
support the Western Reserve National Heritage Avea and we look forward to working on
thisimpmmn reglonal project. Please fecl free to contact me direetly if you have any
qucstions.,

Sincerely,

K. T, eeiece

Loig M. Wermer

Broaktiald Towmship Historieal Soelery, Trumbul] County, Ohig

Cleveland
Metroparks  MNoveuber |, 2010
Administyatie Oies
4101 Fulton Parkary  Brnest Quimbcr:
Cleseland, Ohia 48144 M (dwesr Regional Offics Darccon, Narional Perk sorvoe
ﬂiﬁ}?&"ﬁpsﬁ BN Raverfiont D
: v
TV 1E-4571-0606 Cruhin, NE 63102
et el Fark Re: Mutinnal Designation of the Western Reserve Hervitage Aren
Commissioners
Fred Roapka Diesx Mr, Cuintrin
Prasiife!

Bruza G, Rinker
L AU

Vit Press

Wi Fresitien!

Exautive
Dirgctor-Sacratary

Dian M. Armeeman

LA

Viersity

§;|;.Il.:'n(ﬂ.|u|

THREE TIWE MINYL |

Cleweland Marroparky supporls U desigoation of the Mosfreast (o Westzm Resove as e
Mationn! Flerilage Aica. We are pleased to parine: with the Natieasl Pk Service an the
develezment of he ngonal sody exziining the natural, historical, culnrel and TecTentionid
risarees of the 14 counties of this luzovic region, Theewch the conservarion, interpretation
endd Sevelnprient af the authenliv resouices and attracrions within the Westesn Rescrve, we
hepe m stimilnle comsnerity and economs development and improve: the quality o7 lifs fir
the remion

Lozafed on ke north const of Chiv, e Westonn Feseres selebramee the umique architerture,
Jand use, soeinl valoes ang industial inouvation of fe st 18 and earty 199 Conury. s
setilers from Cormeslicul migrated to e Western Reserve, they beoughr with them their
valugs, customs and moditons, malading B development of the Town Square. The Town
Square is where individunla guthersd [or pussuits of pleasure, tmisiness wnd social reform
Frorr Clavelond, to Turten and Oberdin, ewasoes of e bistoric Western Reserve Town
Squar is still ovident nn the lacdscape today, Lvidence of & “vanguard of fhinking” is
foumd througheut Tae resiom, ue ng Lk the Westerm Heserve parsacd new produets,
new soeial refomn platforms erd inmrcams. Through the development af the Westom
feserve Heritage Feasibiity Stady, sesidenls wnd visitog can experience the umique
1ndustral, Tand use and orchilesnire lagzaey of the Weslen Besave icgion while sajoying fhe
nammn] ard reercational resoumees.

Cieveland Metroparks, as the eldest purk distric) w the statz of Ohio, looks forward 0
worsmy 1 partnership with ermartinns, eleated offieials, chambers of commeres, vmits of
zoveriment and ron profit crgpnirations o the develupmen. ol e West2m Reserve
Metional Heritage Azea Through the develipment of public-private parmerships, we hope
lu velelnate the lagacy of the Westom Reserve, prmmie siswardship, stinlass CLmITILnTY
s gvenotnic developrent arad improve dhe qualive el L oe e residents of the Western
Fezares, Un sehalfl of our ergaoizanon, 1 stongly suppart che Weslain Reszrve Mationg]
Heritage Arce and Jook forevard to warldny om s anportant reguonal projecl. Dlzase fool
Fres o contzst me directly if you hawe any questions.

“xecutive Dirgchur-sec clary

ce: Rory Robinsun, Mationsl Park Serviee




brecomes the Cily of Tosain, wiwse trads in steel and shiphuilding wos known thronghout the

world. The heritage ard legacy of those intrepid pioncery and therr contributions need o be

] - recoemizad, just as the stee] and shipbudlding has impacted the world =0 too the efforts of this

% arca’s pioneers .

Charlaaton Villue Soctety. Inc.

We support ihe initiative to create and designate this unigue locetion end 1t hertaee in Americy

a4 Nutional Herilopgs Acen. This areq wis @ vital link o the development of states firther to the

west, It was the perseveranue of the seitbers who endured many badships W build new

(Horstiston Pitnge Scctet cotnmunities which stll thrive wday and the designation would commemorate therr endeavers.
2 A Toduy with (he decline of the indnstrial age, T.orain and cities ahke are irmng once again to the

o natural resources (please Gollow this link hilpc s locoplodoshlog cam =555 )
Lleunly, Elo L1052 and other asscrs that will help redefine its course for Le fulure.
Ermrical cvsifon@vahea.com . .
Telr STO2IE-BOFE Cin bebalf of fhe Charleston Village Sacicty nc. we look farward to the desighation of a
Mutivnul Heritage Ases for this special place in America’s pastand fiturs. Plaase do not hesitate
Fovember 5%, 2010 toombact us For i .

Mr. Ernest (uintuns o ?-b/
Midwest Begional Ofice Direcior, MNalional Fark Service c(__}(nj?&tx .
&01 Riverrom D, /'/*;4:.,.9--. _f/zéz::& :

Omaha, NE 68102 i

kéme Ritchey- Co Chair Cherieson Village Society Ine.

Doy M. Quiniiang enee Dore — Portside Chairperson, Charleston Village Somaty Inc,
s
Iayor Krasicnko = City of Lorain

The Charleston Village Society, Tne, bt tfwww loraincounty. comdcherlestonlorar is a non- Raory Robinson Marional Park Service

profic organization of volunieers striving for he preservation of the aren of Lorain, Ohio
fFormally known as Charleston, 1834, [t is the arca of Lorain that cncompasscs the carlizst poriion.
of what is now Lorain, serveyed and recorded in 1834 for incorporation by the eatly sertders
who came to the Wesiern Reserve in the very early 1800°s,

The Chadleston Village Society - bagan thair concered efforts as a socieny in 1949 to draw
wtienton Lo und preserve Lhe history and ambiance of this earliest semlement, | The grassroots
citoms of the socicsy carablished the preservation of Lurwin's first public gresn space 18072007,
naw knewin as Veterans Park, when it was under threar of bocoming condos in 2002,

We are also extremely proud of our most recent award winning efforts- Settlers” Wateh 2010
uned the reclumation ond rehab of the origingl pioneer cametery Charlaston Pionser Camerery
2007 both receiving Lorgin Courty Beagbiful Awerds Gor Commumily Service. Ouor anonusl
reports can be found by accessing our website,

The sariest recorded settlement was of Wathan Perry Ir. in 1807 who set up the first mading post.
Perry's fathor was also a Western Resarve Pionesr who helped settls other areas along the south
shore of Lake Eris. Nathan Perry settled here becanse of the excelbent location from which o
wade, (ther sattlers began armiving in 1810-12. The pioneers used the nalumml reseurces of (he
area to carve out 4 community, shipbuilding, fishing, agriculture and trade. These carly settlers
Tregan a community which suffersd many hardships but survived through the centurizs and has




GLAUGA PARK
DISTRICT

Movermbes 9, 20110

Mr. Rory Robinsan
Mational Park Service
#1459 Everl Road
Feninsula, OH 44264

Dear Mr. Rokinson:

T wriling on behalt of Geauga Park District to offer our strong suppart for the praposced
designation ot a 14-county area in the "Western Reserve” area of Ohio as a National
Haritage Area. bach of Lhe counties in the Western Reserve are rich in history and offar
expansive ullural, educational and recreational opportunities to residents wha call the
Weitern Reserve their home.

Gaauga Park Dustrict s looking forward to working with anea resigdenls, public officials,
COMMuUNIty organizalions, povernment agancies (both lacal and natianal) and non-profit
enlilivs un the creation of this important regicnal project. A Wastern Reserve Natianal
Haritage designation for our area will promolye cconomic cevelopment, preserve our
natural, cultural and historic resources and celebrate the legacy left by our earky settlers.

Regards,

;,ru‘"\\,
Thomas G. Curtin
Execirtive Direclar

A160 Bubiteon Boad o« Cliandon, Qo < 4024-91498 v { Sk, eoubeah
phie, 413286+ 3516 rear 140 - 356 1265 g tall s B0 + 336 - 4905 Mookt
www, geangnparkdisteletorg emall finfo@ge: gz sarkdiseder sep Enia st D it Thormaa & o e

HUDSON PARKS

P.AL Box 544
Thadseoi, Dhin 44236
{3307 533-5201 » Fax (330) 342-0013

January 4, 2011

Eanesl Quintana

Pelichweeal Regional CiTiee 1inselor, Mational Park Service
BT Biverlrom? .

Crmaha, ME 68102

Re: Mational lesignarion of the Western Reserve Heritege Area
Tanr Wr. Cuintas

1 am plensed fm otter this leter of support for desipnation of the Western Beserve National
Heritage Arca. W are proud 1o pariner with the Mafional Park Services on the developrment of the
regionn] study examining the naturel, historical, cultural and reercaticnal reaourecs of the 14
eounties of the histoeic Weetem Reezrve.  Theough the comseevation, Interpeetation and
develupuant of (e sutbeotic rmowees sl allacions wilhio he Weslam Beserve, we shall
stimulabe commimity and economic deve lpment and improve the quality of Tife for the maion,

Lawatsd o the nerth const of Ohia, the Western Reserve celebries the unique erchiteciure, lard
use, soviul values nod imdusicinl innevation of the lue 18" and endy 19™ Century, As settlers
trom Connectiznt migrated fo fhe Westen Hesarve, they hrought with them their values, customs
and traditions, incinding the development of the Town Square. The Town Square is where
individonla getherad for pursuits of pleasure, business and social reform. From Cleveland, to
Burron and Cherdin, evidenre af the historic Westem Reserve Town Squarez i £6ll evident on the
laidsve po toaday. Evidones of o “vanguard of thinking” is found dwoughout the segion, as (lios:
living in the Western Reserve pursued new products, new social reforn plarforms  aond
innoveationa.  Through the development of the Weatern Roserve Heritage Frasibilite Sody,
residents and vizsitore can eparience the unique industrial, land we and architecture logaey of tha
Wmteon Rimeove cogion whils enjoyiog dwe natiural aid iecreational resources,

Wo lzake forward to woeking in partnership with coeporetions, closted officials, chambees of
commerce, units af government znd non profil organizations on the development of the Western
Reseive Mational Heritage Area. Through dle development of public-private partuzrships, we
slall celebrats the legacy of the Western Reszrve, promote stewardship, stimulate community and
coomormic dovelopment, and improvis the quality of §ifz for the residents of the Wiaten Reacrnac,
O hahalf of our organization. T stwongly support the Western Reserve National Heritzze Area
el we lonk Rorwaerd Lo wockimg o tais foportzt egional project. Please Gzl Do o coitaet mes
darecily o you Bave aony questions.

Sincarely,
A e

Fric Hutchingan, Hudson Packs Superinicodent

v Fury Robinson, National Park Service

-‘i’:‘;) AT TS0




Josepl . Arpad, PRI,
Suvur 5. Arpad, Fin D,
280 Woodland Avesue
Wadoearth, IT L4281

Diccemher 2, 2000

Imest Quintana.

Midwiat Regional Offce Director, Matianal Park Servive
&0 Riverfront Drive

Chmale, MFE #8102

Re: Mational Dresignulion of the Westorn Reserve [Tetitage Area

Thear Mr. Cuintane:

We are reliced professors of history and American Culiure. One of the reasons we moved Lo this
ared for our retirement was becansa ol ils hislory and the concern of many of its residents o
preserve itg history and cultare.

We support the designation of the Weslern Reserve Nulional Heritage Area. We arenow
working and plan to eontinue working ko develop a repional stody exunining Lhe natural,
historieal, culivml rescurces of some of thi: 14 counlivs of the historic Western Reserve,
Thruugh the conscrvation, inferpretation, and develapment of the aulbenlic resourees and
attraetions within ile Weslern Bescrve, we shall stimplate community and cconomic
development and fnprove the quality of lile for the region,

W are particuludy inleresied i the wnique architeciure, land wse, social values sod indusidal
intivvation of the nincteenth ceniury, We hope o be part of the develodpment of the Westoen
Reserve Heribigy Feasibilily Study and to work with Jocal sl regions] citizens to promeote the
AreA.

We strongly support the Western Reserve Mational Heritape Anea desipnation and we look

foreeard o working on this important regional projest, Plewse [oc froo to contact 1s directly il we
van be of service.

Sincerely,

. & T
Rl Coig

Kent Parks & Recreation Depariment
SRR 497 Middlebury Rood  Kenl, Ol 24240 [330) 673-5597  FAX: 6715898

Dieszember W0, 2010

Ermest Quintemn

Mfidweest Reginnal Office Divector, Wational Park Servies
601 Biverfront Li,

Omaka, NE 63102

Te: Matienal Designation of the Western Reserve Heritage Arca
Thear %l Guinkana:

[ am ploased to ctter this letter of support tor desigoation of the Western Keserve Notonal
Herifmge A W iorm s parker willthe Mational Park Seevice on e developmen of ibe
regional study examining the natral historical, culmral and recreational resources of the 14
countizs of the historic “Western Beserve,  Through the eonservelion, inberpratatien aod
developnent of the authentiz resowrces and attractions within the Western Reserve, we shall
ztimulate cemmunity and economis developrment and improve the quality of Lifs for the region,

Leweted on the moelb consd ol Chis, The Weedern Reserve celebriles te arigoe archileciore, e
i, surcial valwes and industrial innevation of the latz (8™ and early 19 Cenfury. As settlers
from Connecticwt migraled o e Westemn Beserve ey broughl wilh them fbeir voles, coslems
Al tmditens, inelsding, the development of the Towa Square. The Town Sgoare s wheee
individualz gathered for pursuits of pleasure, business and social reform. From Cleveland, o
Durton and Obecling evidence of the historic Weatern Resenve Towa Squars iz still evidzar an the
landseaps today.  Evidencs of o “wnnguard of thinking™ is foumd throughout the meron, os thase
living in the Weslen Resave poroed wew peoducts, sew sncial ceforn platfoomms and
Inngvations. Through the development of the Western Beserve Herisape Frasibilioe Stisdy,
residents ana wisitors com esperieoce Ee emgue maedcial, b se s achieclone legacy o” e
Westarn Reserve region while snjovine the natural and recrsational resources.

Wi look forwnrd to working in parmership with corporetions, elested oftivinlz, chombers of
sornrmerze, unils of preeemnseat aod non seafit onganizaons on the develepment of te Westem
Reserve National Heritage Area. Through the development of public-private parmerships. we
shon [l celebrale he Begey o e Westem Raserve, poomote steaardship, stimulate commuonity and
ecomnmic development, and improve the quality of life for the residents of the Westem Reserve.
Un behal? of our ocganization, T stronghy support the Westeen Reserve Mationzl Hevitage Area
and wi lock foraard o working oo this important regional project. Plesse foel troe to contact me
ety 5 o busve any questions.

Sincerely,

TR ). Lémmet! el

v Moy Rehingon, Mational Park Service u/
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Movemnber 1, 2010

Ermes Quintuoy

Blidwest Begional Office Dircetor, Mational Park Service
67 Riverfronr T,

Omubip, ME BE1UZ

Ra: Wational Designation of the Westzrn Reserve Heritage Ares

Traar M= Onidnrana:

Tam pleascd o offcr this letier of suppot for dezignation of the Wostcrn Bezerve Mational Teritage Area,
We are vary supportive of the Mational Park Sarvice's ragianzl study examining the natuesl, hstereal, enloml
aned vecreational resources of the 14 countiss of the histonz Westzrn Beserve, Through the eonservation,
immeppectation and dovelopment of the authenrie resources and atractions within the Weateen Reserve, we will
stimalute sormmunily and soononus developoon wd Doprove e qualiy of il For e regiva.

Lazaied on the north coast of Ohin, the Westem Reserve eelchrotes the imique architeeture, Innd use,
soutis] varliees wnd industrie] Dsovtion of e Tete 13% aind 'y 19" Contury. The historsy of Takewood. an iner
ring suburk of Cleveland, reflects the general trends seen throwghoar the Western Reserve, Our earliest setlers
farmed the land. As the industrisl economy of the it 19" century toek hold, Lukewood trensiiosed ino o
Ledroum conununity R both average workers and the industrial elite, Our compnunity populaticn, seonomy and
social nchivities hoomed aromd tha nim of the 20th centoey. The long-tenm effeets of this boom can a6l ne seen
in the architceoure, community organiztions, seeiul und reerentions] iremds o sedwol aod religivus insliulivos
Tound i Labewood today,  Theough the Seveloprrent of the Western Reserve Heritnze Tensibility Study.
residents and visiters gan axpeelence the unique industrial, lard use and architezwre kegeoy of the Westcm
Reserve region while enjoying the malural wnd recreationl rescurces.

We kool forweard toowineking in parmership with corporacions, elected offiotals, chambery of vommeres,
units of povernmanl and oo prdil snganisslives oo e devebopmsnt of the Western Feserve National Heritage
Apca. Theough the develapment of public-private pormerships, we shall celebrars the lagacy of tha Westam
Reserve, promntz stewardship, simolate communily aod eesaomiv Jevelopoent, aod opeese e quality of s
Tior U resisdents of the Western Reserve. On behalf of ovr organization, 1 stronghye support the % eern Reserve
Mational Heritage Area end we lonk Forwand o working an this impertan regional project. Plaase fezl free to

eentat me dirsctly if you have any questioms,
gzzl
IE) ¥

Wolmaie M. Acdaing
Lizesuires Livesior
Lakewaod Hiztorical Sowiey

cez Rary Kobinson, Naticral Park Scrvice

+The Arms Family Museum of Local History «
+ MVHS Archival Library+
+ Businass and Media Archives of the Mahaning Valley +

October 27, 201¢

Ernest Chaintana

Midwest Reglonal Office Director, Naticnal Park Service
601 Biverfront Dr.

Uhinalia, ME GE10¢

Re: National Degignation of the Westem Reserve Teritige Area
Drzar Mr. Quintana:

Tam plesed to write this letter of support for designation of the Western Reserve Mational Heritags Arca, The
Mahoning Valley Historieal Society is proud to partacr with the National Park Service en the developmont of
T regzpomn] siudy exumiming the ostural, Kistoricul, culiveal and recrentionn resowres of the 12 eonnies nows
carved out of the historie Connecticnt Western Reserve, Through the consetvation, interpretation and
devalopment of the suthentic resources and attroctions within the Western Reserve, we con stimulate
oty and acracanic developinsil wid improve U gueadity of §ife foe e regicn.

Located in the southeasten cormer of the Western Reserve, the Maboning River Valley was ons of o
gateways for sertlers tw enter the reglon in the 18" and early 19" centurles, The communitics of the Mahoning
Vulley shore in the undque weehitscture, land use, social values, customs, troditions vnd industeinl moovntions
of the rest of he Western Reserve. A wonderfol example of this ecomeonality is in the development of the
Town Squares. The Town Square was where individuals gathered fior pursuits of pleasure, busivess and soeial
reform. From Cleveland t Burton, Warven to Brookficld, Cenficld o Y oungstown, evidenes of historic
Western Heaserve Town Saqueires 35 =lill very mush ot of Ghe bndscpe oy,

Through the development of the Westarn Ressrve Heritape Feasibiliny Study, residents and vizitors will
experience the unigue industrial, geographical and architeetmal legacy of the Western Teserve region whils
enjoving the many namral and recreational rescusces already existing in the region.

We look forward te working in partnership with our homs corperations, elected officials, chambers of
commeres. government catitics and nen-profic crganizations on the development of the Western Reserve
Matioimel Herlags Ars Through the cullivlion of public privele pardoensdips, we sill celeheares the legacy of
the Western Reserve, promote stewardship, stimulate sommunity and sconomis development, and impeove the
quality of lifi; for the residents of the Western Reserve, On behalf of the Mahoning Walley Historical Socicny,
1 strongdy support the Western Reserve National Heritnge Arew und we look lorwsied 10 waorking oa ihis
important regiveal project. Pleasa feel Tee lo contzel me divectly if you have any questicns.

Sinczrely,

Executive Director

v Bory Rohimsen, Natienal Pask Service

648 Wick Avanue + Youngstown, Ohic 44503-1209 + (330) 743-2589 « Fax: (330) 743-7210 ‘P"u“'\
www.mahoninghlstory.org \EX




Mr. Fenast Chiintana
i weest Bepional Olce Dirsclor
Maticnad Park Service

M, Quinifuma,

My name is Marhew Hintz and [ am writing in support of te Western Reserve Haritaga
studv. Tam hase my decision, not simply on the fact that Tgrew up in the Eeserve, but gy an
videsniv as well. Tbelieve thul aller reading what | have baen able to condense in this short
letter you will understand the treasure that is the Westem Reserve.

I prewe up in Elynin, Ohie, near Oberlin College, and anended andergradueats sohool at Hiram
Collepe in Hiram, Ohio, My major at Iliram was American History, spacificalby in antebelluin
ahelition in the Reserve. Tn my four years 3 an undergrnd Thid dune everything from study
bk, Jooked threugh archives, and interned af the Oborlin Heritage Society helping to give
tours and conduct camside research. [ wrote my senior thesis on the radical sholition found in (e
regian, primarily in Ctherlin with the *“Oberlin-Wellington Reseos”. und in Hudson with John
Brown. 1w currenily neceiving praduste training at Clemson University in Clemson, South
Caralioa, and will be writiog my thesis oo the Weslern Reserve,

The Western Reserve is a unique bocation in the “Midwest”, T put Midwest in quoles becavse
fhe Reserve does not feel like the rest o the Midwes( The dominance of Congregationalists,
Calvimists, and other Mews England religions can be seen actoss the area. In addition, the
architecture of the buildings and the layout of the pre-twentieth centory comomuritiss relecd thal
of Connectiont and Massacdinsatts, The most obvivus example of this is the village green, a
public park found at the center of a community. The far western edge of the Reserve is raferred
tia 5 the “Firelands™ becanss that land was reserved for citizans of Conneciivul whoss homes
were burmed by the British during the Bevolulion. The Western Reserve, in many ways, is
“Mew” Mewr England, a sontimeation of ideclopy and spirit of the Northeast.

As for notsworthy institutions, svents or people, the list s long and poofounsd. Obedin
College, fonnded in 1833, was the lirst college o enroll women i cgqual degroe programs to
men, In addition, the Colloge was also the first to enroll Afiican Americans in these same
proprams, Oberlin wias one of the finel stops on the Thdergraund Reileoad, and b o siceable
fraa black population, The Oberlin-Wellington Resoue was u massive sluve rescuc that was lod
by Churles Heary Lanygston, u hlsck uliomey who was the great grandtather of poet Langston
Hughes, Iis brother, John Merser Langston, became the first African American Senator fram
Virginiz. Tn addition to Oheelin, John Browm of Hodson Jed e nfimeous mid on Hurpers Fers,
Wirginiu, as well v participated in the Kansas-Mebraska Wars, "I'he town of Oberlin, through its
activity, eamed the nickname “The Town that Started the Civdl War”, by the papular press of the
day, and ecause of Oberlin and John Browi, e Western Reserve hwd esrned & reputaton in
bath the Smth and the Narth s a land of fanatics and mdicals.

The Reserve is home to many inventors such as Charles Hall wha invenred a mathod for
cheaply extracting alomimm. Garvett Mogan was au Al Ameresn from Cleveland who
invented the srectlight and gasmask, Thomas Edizon, who invented the lghr bulb, direct carrent

clectricity, the phonograph ete, was bom in Milan and had his first lab there. Industrialist Tohn
D Rockefeller, founder of Standard Oil. Cemributors to the arts such as Robert Edwin Lo, whe
wroie the play, fherds the Find, lived in Tlyra, as well as author Sherwond Anderson. T1LE
Presiden:’s James Gorfield, William McKinley, Waren Harding, and Rutherford B Hayes, ara
alsn from the Reserve. Famed Federal agent mnd Unouchable, Elliot Ness, served aa Safecy
Service Dirsctor of Cleveland, and is buried in historie Lakeview Cemetery near Jarnes A,
Garfield. The Rezerve, 1liram to be exact, was one of the orizinal headnuarters for the Mommon
Chuweh befora Toseph Smith was forced ont of the comnmnity.

The Westem Reserve is a physically beantiful and colturally significant location, The history
of the Reserve is laced with stories of the Tinderpround Railroad, radical aholition, famens
wnventors, and mass coniribulions i e arls, The cily of Clevelind is home Lo the werld
renwvened Clevelunl Mussum of Art, aod the Clevelind Orciestra, both o
organizations/institutions considered among the finest in the world by American and Evropean
critics alike. Cleveland's Playhouse Square iz the second largest pecfortning afts center ontside
ol Mew Youk, and the Clevaland Playhouse Theatre is the aldest and largest regional theater
company in the Matien. | wish [ eould list maore, espeeinlly econtrbutory o the orls, bul I'm.
afraid this lenier would eo on for too long.

Again, T eould write about most of the counties and most of he communities in each county,
bl it would be impossible to do it in a small two page letter, Thope vou see thar, espacially
wihen compared to the other Hertage loeations in Chiv such as the Erie Canol and the Aviation
Heritage sile, that the Western Reserve is worliy of such a designation. There iz so much till to
be studied, so much architceture to be preserved and to be documented for gencrations o eome,
Tha Western Resarve can teach us about abolition, about New England, and the srts and
technolgy weross the 19 and 20" centuries. Tt is tuly a remerkable pare of the State of Olio,
atud the Natien,

Thumk wou [or Liking the e to read my lerter, I there is any more that [ can pasonally do, o
suy, Lu il you in this process pleage Lot me know, Have 2 pood day sir.

Simeerely,

Matthesy Dravid Himle
4929 University Station
Clemmson, 3029632
hirtzmdigmy, hivam.cdu




The Medina County
Arts Council, Inc.

Tags 2
PO, BOK 522 A
MEDINA, OH 44250
o medinacouniyarlsoourslog We alan work with other arpanizations that wse the Square as a parl of their programs, Main
BOARD OF TRUSTEES Street Meding has done festivals fat include snbeiianment und Al They do a Chalk A Festival
and au International Festival. The Meding Comnty Show Biz Co. alang with the Madina County
DAN TTOSTETLER Histarical Sugisly und the MUALC do "Walk with the Sparits of the Tas™ which takes place all

ailina Decemnber @, 2010 wrowmd the Square with acters porraying Histarical Leaders of Madina County.
Fresicent
TAMES GTTTIER Eenest Quintmia We look forverd to working in parmesship with compoctions, eleeied officials, chambers of
! wm' Midwest Regional Office Director, Mational Park Seviee commeree, units of government and non prefil uramimtions on the development of the Western
Yo Presidoss G Riverfrant Dr. Rererve Matinnal Heritage Aren, Through the developrcnt of public-privats partoerships, we

WARTINH GT ATTNER
Ivlecina Towmhip

(imaha, NE 68102

Re: Mustivon] Desigmation of the Westeen Reserve [Teritage Aren

shall cebetrale (b bemay of the Western Reserve, promote stewardship, stimunlass eommunity aind
emonimmic development, and insprove the quality of life for the residents of the Western Resarve,
Un behalt of cur organization, T sirongly suppore the Western Reserve Mativnnl Heritupe Area

Buatelary and we ook forward to working on this impormant regional pioject Flegse Feel free to comaect me
MARK WHITMORE LETAS OGS directly if you have any questions.

Blzdi .

'I'n::m:r I am pleased to offer this letter of suppor for designation of the Western

Rescrve Wational Tediage Area. We are prond 0 partoer witl the ~alional

MAMCY %W SPROWLS Purk Secvice on Lhe development of the regienal stwdy examining the nohiral, Sincercly,
W edina historival, cultural and morcational resources of the 14 countiezs of the L _;‘\.éﬁ_ -
Txeoutive Dirsetoe historic Western Ressrve, Thnugh the conservation, interpectation and 4 pibol e Ffren
dewelopment of ha auibeniic resources and stractions within the Western ——r
C‘I'NDY_M Reserve, we shall stimulatz community and ezummic devslopment and Dartie] T3 Nostesl er
LT improve the quality of life fee the region. President of the Board, MCLAC.
CARL DECKS
Pl sl Tawated no the north cosst of Ohio, the Wostern Reserve culebratzs the
n||iqu:~ wrchitecture, land vse. social values and mdestrial mnovation of the
L-'-?;: ;01‘“-' late 18" and carly 197 Cenlury, As sellers from Connoeticu: migrassd to the oo Rory Robinson, Watonal Park Service
zdira

JILIE BOYLE

Western Reserve, they hrought with them fheic valuss cusioms ond
traditions, including the development of the Town Suyuire, The Town Square
14 where individuals garhesed for passeits of pleasure, business and social

[limacklics
t reform.
ANDY KLIMEOQ
hizdira Llere in Medina County we have seversl Tewn Syures or Town Centzes

TIGERESA LALFEY

which the Madina County Arts Courusi | amd maney ocher Meding County Arts
Cheganizaticns continues 1o use to promots the Arts within Meding County,

M W hive used our own square and toem canters for Shakespene oo the
BARBARA MeGREER Seuere, Art Shows, Cratt Shows, Concens, Theatre programs and Arts Week
| ——— which includes, childmen™s and adult proprams. These ake just & few of the

MICHAEL MICKLEY
Modita

TIITH PARISH
York Tawnship
THOMAS SIGEL
B s inn Tomnship

[WE WHITMORE
Misdimy

Ards progamms Uur Communities also offor great Architeciure with some of
our buildings being over & century old. We hawe o thriving retail arca and
continue %0 ase our Town Sguarss o i insel part of our daily life of here
in Medina County. We still feel the Square is an Gmpodiant pord ol aur
eniminurnly, a5 sur fore fathers did. Theough the development of the Western
Keserve Heritage Feasibility Sudy, residents and visitors can experience the
unique Arts, land wse aond wchileshne lemey of the Westom Resaeve region
ard Medina Counry while enjoving the astuesl and rocrealmal resourcss.

Thwe Medina Countyarts Councl. estasished in 1983, is a non-profit ¢rganization
whise AUFPGEE & bo promola and buld Gomnibinity exclence hrolgh tha ars in Medis County:




Medina
County
Equentlon

fisitors Burcau Explore the Passibiitiies. .. Patvisia G. Gefzsmin (330) 7229208
T FUBLIC SOUARE = MEDIHA, DHID 44256 Siephen D Fombloy (3300 2257100
1330) 25502 « I'.l)( 1330) TE5-4T45 = wwvvisimedinecountcom Sharen A Bay (2300 AM-6EST

December 28, 2010

Ar. Erriesd Dwinlana

adidwest Begimnal Oice Director, National Park Servisz
01 Riverfrant Dr.

amaha, ME GEind

C2ar Mr. Cuintana;

The Meding Courty Convantion 30d Yisitars Ewreza wou i |ike t5 cffer sur suppo it fed the designiation of the
Wiestern Fesewe National Herltage frea. We are pruud 1o partner with, and offer toasist the Natioral Bark
Service on the cevelopment of the reglonal study axamining the natural, Aistorical, cotbural and reereatizoal
ressurces af the fourieen commlies of T bistaric Westerr Reserede, Throogh the conscreation, mmerpretation and
development of shrautheal s resoueses and @ Hiaction s within the Wastern Resere, we shall sdmuate
COMPLIRY SR ermrma: cosclopme e s impove e qualivg o Ifie for the region,

Located ¢ dhe neth coast ef Chig, the Western Eeserve calearates the uniquearchitesture, land use, sodal
walyss and industrial Infkovatian of the ate 157 and sarly 197 Cenmury &s settlers friem Connarticet mig=me t
te Yestern Reserde, they braughtwith thesmn thalr values, oustoms: ane traditans, Including the develsament of
a0 Town Soquiane. Thie Town Sguare iwliene individuals gethened for surst its of pleazure, buziness and sodal

refnrm. From Clewelang, Lo Burlon and Meding, evidencs of the historic Western Reserve Town Sguare i still
auident on thie landeespa today. Evidence of a “wanguard af thinkirg" is faund thraugheut the regon, as thase
Irvina in the Wastara Rasares purkued fnsw praduets, Aew sozial refsem platforns and irsevations. Here in
Meding, we sonbinue t2 Jse sur Souare a5 a thriving Business Community, asdal, cultural and wrecreationg
center far the community. Through the development of the Westem Reseras Heritags Foasibiline Stuty, resdents
AR Vi§ e £ expErlence The LRI INAU=TIE], 3nd use and architertura lepacy of the Westem Resars reginn
while srjoying the malural snd recealionl fesodress,

We [k forward ko working (0 partnership with corparations, elecied officials, shambers of comimense, units of
govern meit ard nanprofit orgs nizaticns on the development of the Wastarn Reserve Watiznal Heritage Area.

Throuph the d2weiaprment af publicprvate parmesships, we shall celebrite the Iegacy of e Westem Rresere,
promotestevsroship, stimalEte community and ecanomic deselapmendt, and im e Shequality of lifo o the

reesichien Ls ol U Westem Reservs, £4 Bahalf of sar coganization, | Ircaghy suppnrt the Western Beseous Mational

Herilage Area and we leck forward to waorking on this imparart regional project. Plesss feal froe to contadt me
dire sty iFyon have ary qUEdtans.

Tt

Uanirl . Hastetlar
cxeEcLtive Diractor fdecing County Visitors Jureau

ez Reare Robinson, Maokion Fark Seruics

December 6, 2010 Fau: (3300} 7229206

Crnest uintang

Midwcst Regional Offics Director, Mational Tark Service
i Riverfrome Lir.

Crmaha, NE 6102

K Mulivnsl Desirmation ef the Western Beserve Herilupe Arey
e BT, € ointuns:

1 wm pleased W offer this kter of support for desnumation of the Western Beserve Mational
Haritagz Area. We are jrond o preines with (e Malion] Park Seevice on e developesea ol the
regionzl study cxamining the natural, histocical, cultural and recreaticnal resources of the 14
comties of lhe higeric Wesdern Reerve, Through the comservniion,  mlerpredetion and
dewelopment of the avthentic resources and attractions within the Western Resarve, we shall
stimulute community and economic development and mprove the quality of life for the region.

Lecated on the north coast of Ohio, the Western Reserve colebrames the unique architecturs, land
e, social vahues and indnstlal innovation of the late 18" and early 19% Canmury, As sertlers from
Connecticut migrated to the Western Beserve, they broughs with them their »alocs, customs and
iraditions, including the development of the Town Square, The Town Square iz whens individuals
gathered for parzuits of pleazurc, business and social reform. From Cleveland o Meding, Burton,
and Oberlin, cvidence of the histeric Western Reserve Town Squars 15 still evident on the
landscape today, Evidence of a “vanguard of thinking” is found throughou the region, as those
living in the Western Reserve pursued pew products, new social reform platforms, and
innovaticns. 1hrough the development of the Western Heserve Herifage Feasibiliy Study,
resdents and visitors can cxpericnee the unigue industrial, Jand wsc, and arehiteoturs legacy of the
Western Beserve rewion while enjoring the nulural and recrentionn | nesourves,

‘W look torward o weorking in pannership with ecrporations, elected officials, chembers of
comrmerce, unils of govermmenl amd nen poofil organieslione on e develoganent of the Wesleo
Reserve Wational Heritage Area. Through the development of public-private parmerships, we
shall uedubenie the bespoy of the Western Rerarve, prosmnte slevwards B Gonn mumity zomd
ecoiomic devobopment, and improve the quality of life for the residents of the Western Resorve.
The Medina County Commissioner: sirongly support the Western Reserve National [Teritage
Area anl we ok Toreand 1o woking co this inpoitant egional propect. Please foel free to
eontzct us it vou have any questions.

Sincarchy,

The Board of Meding Counry Coml mlsswnr
Siephen T3 Hill ] :Ieu aron A, Ray

cr: Bory Robinson, Meimal Park Sereis:
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Milan Public Library

EChund Smect .r&ﬁbﬁ!
FIbn G B R E

AT T Fre | AR

Ar. Frnest Cuintana, Midwest Regional Office Divector
National Park Service

601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 63102

Movernber 9, 2010
Chzaar M, Cluintana:

| am writing to glve my suppaort as Lecal History Coordinator of the Milan-Berlin Tawnship
Public Library for the Western Reserve to become a Mational Heritage Area. | can tell you that

cven as a smaller Berary, much of our callection's primany resource matenials serve as evidence

of the richness of this heritage. Contributions by those settlers from the east coast are evident
In the remalning architecture, but also in the sodal and economic history of this area.

In addition, research requests from scholars and those interested in genealogy is steady
because of the connection the Western Reserve has to the larger context of United States
histary.

Thank you for considering the Western Reserve to become a Mational Heritage Area.

Sincerely,

¢ [
Mg e
Shari Bowears, Local Histary Coordinatar

Ce William Rutger, Director
Vikki Momow-Ritchie, Library Services Manager

OBERLIN

Obeslin Cellege
Allen Memerizl Am buseam
B? Murth Main Sireel
‘Obedin. Okdo 4407d-1161
240775-B665

Fax: dNTT5-E799 & €841
wrwrs i rlineduwallenat

Movember 8, 2000

Belr. Ermest OQuinlzna

Melidwest Regional (Offiee Director, National Park Service
GO Riverfront De.

Cormabia, ML 65102

Ree Maatinnal Designesion of the Westers Reserve Hertiage Are
Diear Mr. Quintann,

We are plensed to offer this letter of suppor: for designotion of the Western Reserve Mational
Heritage Area. Thraugh the conservation, mterpretation and development of the authenie
rescurees and attractions within the Western Reserve, we hope to stimulate conmunity and
eeonomic development and improve the quality of life for the region.

Sinee its frunding in L9217, the Allen Menrorial An Museum (AMARM) hag been a major
ahucational and cultural asset of (edin Collepe and Roribeast Ohio, beeoming one of the five
‘best college and university ar museums in the United States. The ANARM is tounded on the
Teliel that the study and appreziacion of high-qualivy original works of ar s an indispensable past
of an exgellent libernl arts edecation and promotes the highest sandards of visual literacy and
enecurazes mali-diseiplinary inguiry.

Open free of charge to all, the AMAM is a vital and unique resoures for the students, faculty, and
stalTof Oberlin College a5 well as the gable of Morheast Ohio and o national and international
audience, Our sehool wurs and public programs impaet thousands of zchoolchildren and rezidents
cach year. :

The Weslern Kesersve ag 2 whale ollers a deplh ol culturl rewgarces acrgs the visual and
pertorming arts dizciplines. From the muny institutions reprezented in Cleveland — its orchestm,
the Cleveland Museum of Art, non-profits such s Young Audicnces of Martheast Ohio, and
mwmerows independent gallenes = to e Akron At Museum and the Botler Institute of At in
Wounpsiown, as well as the Oberlin College Conservatory of Music and the AMAM, there is o
rich history 2nd long-lasting apprecigtion for the arts found across the region.

Om behalt of our organization, [ fully support the Western Reserve Wationa] Hevitape Area and
wee laak forwand to coordinating with cur regional partners on this irmporant project. Flease feel
tres to contact me directly i you hove any questions.

*@FL@:.L:

e, Stephimie Wiles
Lo GO Condles Divecear, Alen Memoriad Ave Miseus




Mmiling Addrass: 0. Box 0458
CirArin, OH J4Ea-0d58

o B E’H LI N Orifice Addrass: 73l %Ilrnh':m:;r::m

Heﬁtage Telephone: 4=0-773-1700

c E N TE R Wobmsiles w0l lind ierilsgecn
Outober 28, 2010

Ernest [juintana

Midwes: Regrionnl Ocfioe Director, Mutional Park Service
Al | Riverfiont Dr.

Omiha, NE 68102

R Matioral Dhesignation of the Westermn Reserve Heritape Arca
‘Dozar Mr. Quintana:

We are pleased to offee this letter of suppont tor desipnation of the Western Hoserve Maticonal
Heritape Area. The Obeclin Heritape Center is a nationally recognized small muszum and
Inisturic site in Olulin, Ohic where the powertul stovies of equal rights, scisndfic discovery, and
vommumnity aetivism are shared with visitars fhom aronnd the woeld. The Oberlin Haritage Cener
has bean proud wo partner with the Mational Park Service cn the development of the regponal
studhy expmining the natural, historieal, culiural and seereational resousecs of the 14 countics of
the historie Western Rewerve.

Located on the nordh coast of Ohio, the Western Reserve celebrates the unique architecturs, land
use, social values and industrial innovatien of the late 18% and early 199 centurics.  As sctllers
T Covnectioul migrated to the Wesern Reserve, they brought with them their values, customs
amdd teaditioes, inclinding the desalopment of the Town Square, where individeals gathered for
pursuits of plessure, business snd social reform,  Bvidence of ¢ “vanguard of thinking™ is found
throwgaout the region, as Use living in the Westorn Rescevs pursnod novw products, new sacdal
retorm pluforms und innovaions, Obeclin was palivulacdy sobed Tor (s suppot of abslitien and
equal education for African Americans and women., The conservtion, mlerpraration and
development of heritage resources and attractions within the Westem Eeoserve can stimulate
community development and mprove ihe quality of life for the region as residents and viaitors
enperivmes (e wnigus cducational, industrial, recreational, and architecture legacy of rezion,

We look fornard to werking in partnemship with elevted officiels, chambers of commecee, local
residenis, government eniitics and nonprofit organizations on the development of the Weateri
Reserve Malicual Herlage Arca. Thiougl the development of public-private partnerships, we
shall celebrate the kgacy of the Western Resarve, promoie steveardship, stimulare commanicy and
sepmainic devalapient, and improve the quality of life for dhe residents af the Western Reserve.
U behalf of onr organization, we srengly suppod e Westesn Reserve Mational Herftage Arca
and we boek forward to working on this importart reeional project. Tlease feel frec to contact me
direrily i yon have any quastions.

Sineraly,
Aokl Wy beth el
. Pl Murghy El; Schultz
£ Ty Executive Director Museum Edacation and Tour Caordinater
i ]
i :9 B _ HATHIMAL
%8R oo Rory Robinson, Mational Park Service LIBLIERREILINIEY BAILZOWE
"t s IWETWCRE T FREEM

Ohic & Erie Canalway Coalition

Roard Resplution

Western Reserve Herilage Aree Smudy
August 10, 2010

WHEREAS: Congess possed lepislation authorizing e Nationul Purk Service (o
concues a swdy of the historic coundes of the Westermn Reserve o determine twir
national significance far eonsorvation, interpreiution sud development anc

WHEREAS: Congresanan Tir Ryan spersered the Western Reserve Hentage Aren
Stady Aot and requested the techmicel vssisioes and sepport of the Ohio & Brie
Canalway Coslition regarding ihe development of the Westewn Reserve: Heritage ATl
Study und

WHEREAS: Cuyshoga and Surmmit Comties e two af the fourteen coumties neluded
williin he propesed smady area of the Westem Reserve und

WIIEREAS: The Otrio & Erie Culve iy Coalition 1= recognized at the loeal, state und
narional Tevel as o leader in the develogmwnt of Hedlioge Aceas and coltivating
partnerships &l collaborations for resowree conservation and anrrnily and eeemamic
dewvelopment and

WIERFAS: The Madonal Pak Service cngaged the services of e Ohin & Frie
Canelaray Coaliticn o assisl with te developmedt of the Wesmm Reserve Heritugs Aaea
Study.

THEREFORE, T Ohic & Diie Canalwuy Ceahition supports (e Western Reserve

Heritage Arca Sty wl looks foreard tn work in partnership and collaborution with our
private, local, swre and foderal purbuers oo his impersnt regional project

et Bt

Fofs.ww dad ek Euiccato DEac

A7 Wesl Exclange Street « Akron, Ohic 44306 « Fhone: 230-374-55837 « Fox 330-374-5685
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Portage County Regional Planning Commissicn

PCRPC,
7

Diecember 8 2010

Ermesl Quintana

Ifichwest Regional Office Dircetor, Murdamal Park Service
601 Riverfront Dr.

Ormzha, NE 68102

R Narkonul Designation of the Westam Reserve Ieritage Area

Diear Mr. Guintana:

Wa arz pleased to offer s leter of suppeon for designation of the Wostern Rezorve Maticnal
Hertage Arez. The Pontage Connty Hegional g, Clormnssicn are proud b prarinee with e
Wational Park Service on ihe development of the regional smdy eanmining the: nadoral, hisiorical,
culpural 2ad recreational resowmees ol e 14 coantizs of te histone Western Reserve. Throwgh
shared effors Poriage County would like 0 work together lowards e conérvaion,
interprefation and development of (he authéatic resources end attractions within the Westorn
Hesarve, we shall stimulate community and economic development and improve the quality of
life for the region,

Postage Coundy haz ssveral cammunities and villages ihat developed dincctly from the early
Connectizut s2ilers and we are proud of oor heritage amd waml i s2e il sol only preservesd bt
shared with others parks of vur gread country so that our legacy is never Inst. Clur desire is shared
in Qur region to be rocognized and o develop and strengthen our wnifying regional theme.

Through the development of mublic-private parnesships, we shall celebrate the legary of the
Western Reserve, promote stewendship, stimalae community and sconomic development, and
improve the guality of life for the residents of the Wosterm Reserve,  On behalf of oor
organixatian, T stsangly suppor the Westem Keseree Madonal Heolage Area and we look foreand
to working on this important regionnl project. Phease feel e o ekl me iyl yoo fawe
any questione.

Sincerely,

; /ae'ééﬁf ﬁ egwﬁ‘

omas A, Smith, Chaleman

cor Rory Robinson, Maicnal Park Saevice
124 Marth Prospect Streel - Ravenna, Ohle 44266
Telephone (330) 297-3613 « Fax (330) 297-3617
k 'An Equal Opporiunity Emplayer

-\

Sheffield Village Historical Society
GARFIELD FARMS — 4921 DETROIT ROAD
SHEFFIELD FILLAGE, OHIC 44054
(440) 934-1514

Mloveimiber 4, 2004

Ernczt Quintana

Dflidwest Regional Office Director, Mational Park Service
G601 Riverfrout Dr.

Chnaha, NE 65102

B Natiomal Designation of the Westem Reserve Herllage Area
Drear he. Chzntana:

On behalf of the Sheffield Willage Historical Society of Lorain Coumnty, Ohio, [ am pleased to offer this
letter of support for designation of the Westeen Reserve National Herilage Aren {WENHA). Our Society is
proud 1o partper with the Matianal Park Service on the development of the regicnal study examining he
oetural, historical, cultural, and recreational resources of the Chile coundies of the former Connecticut Western
Reserve. Through the conservation, lnterpretation, amd wise development of the resources within the Westem
Reserve, we shall strive to stimulate community/economic development and to improve the quality of life
throughout the WENELA,

Lescated the shores of Lake Erie, Ohio®s most valunble notural resource, the Western Reserve celebrales
the unique architecture, land vse, social values and industrial inmovation of the late 18" and carly 19%
Century. As settlers from New England migrated 1o the Western Reserve, they brought with them their
values, customs and traditions, including the development of the Town Square, whers citizens gathered for
pursuits of pleasure, business, and sccial reform. From Cleveland, to Burion, Oberlin, snd Milan, evidence of
the historie Westem Resorve Town Squas I3 stll evident om the lndscape,

Through the development of the Western Reserve Herftage Feasibility Study, residents aned visitors cnn
experience the unique industcial, land use ond architecture legacy of the Westem Reserve region while
enjeying the natural and recreational resourecs. W look forward to working in partnership with corporntions,
elected officials, chambers of commerce, units of government, and other non-profit organizations on the
development of the Western Reserve National Heritage Arca, On belialf of the Sheffield ¥illage Historical
Boriery, I stromgly support the Western Reserve Mational Herftage Area and we look forward 10 working on
this important regional praject. T have enclosed an example of odr collaborative work (o establish The North
Ridpe Scemic Byway in Lorwin County.

Charles E. Herdendarf, Ph.D.
President

e Rory Rehinson, Mational Park Service
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Desember 1, 2010

Mr. Emest Quintana

Midwest Regional OFice Dirssior
MATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Bl Rverfront Drive

Dmaha, NE 583102

It Matena. Des gnaticn of the Wegtern Resarve Heritage Ares

Diesgr Mr. Quirtzna:

Az a member of the Western Ressree Herifags Ares Stesrng Commilies, the Trumbull County
Taurism BUFesl 15 [rosd to patner Wit e Mational Park Senice on ihe developrment of ™
regional atudy examin rg the nawral hisworical, cultural and recreationa rescurncss of the 14
countica inzluded in the hislorke Weslern Roseree, Thiowh conservalion, inlerprelation ard
dewalopment, of the authentic resoarces and atractiors witaln this aes, we will be able o
stimulzte cornman ity and economic deve cpmant ans improve the quality of lifie of aur regicn.

Located on the north coset of Ohlo, the Weetern Rezanve celsbrates tha unlqus anct becturs, lBnd
use, socis values and indusT sl innovstion of tha lats 187 and sarly 189 Cenlury, A5 se'llers rom
Cunnedicul migrzled Lo the Weslem Reszree, they brought with then their values, customs and
traditions including the develogment of the Town Soguars, This gathering place is wienz indviduals
mes for puesuits of pleasues, hsinees and sosal reform.

From Clavelana 1o Meescpoiamia to Warren, evidence of the historic Wester Reserve Town Square
is gtill avident cn the landscape today, Evidence of & “vanguasd of thinking” is found thraughout
the saginn a2 Those Iving in e 'Westem lesere pUISLEd nSw prodlms, rew aocsl refoon
pletforma end innovetionz. Through the davelcpment of the Westom Roscrae Heritage Foasibility
Study, reside "5 and visitors ¢an exzerieaca the unique Industial, lard use and Zrchitaeture legacy
uf Lhe Wezlern Reserve region while enjcying the natural and recreaticnal resousoes,

As o destinalinn rmartketing coganization, the Trambull County Towrism Bureal looks arwass 1o
worsing In parnarship with corporations, clecwed officials. chambors of commercs, anits of
govarnmerl sl nonpel L ordanialions un he deseopnent o he Weslem Reserve Malticnal
Hex'lage Area. Thiough the devzloprent of publizpebeate parnerships. we will cebebrste the egacy
of the Wastern Resenve, promote stewardship, stimulats zommunity and economic develapment,
and imprenee the quality SF 1 e the esidens of the Wester Ressioe.

‘W look forwso to working o this importsnt regional sralest, On beball of our oreanizalion, pesse
aocepl this leller 25 wrillan supporl T desigrea lon of e Weslern Reserve as a Malional Herilage
B

';-
phariel . HN‘:”
Exszutive Director

st Rury Rebinson, Madona Park Serice

UM Trumbul County Tunsm destd
Jdzary Lsssiman, Fresidert « Tami Carduta, Vi Pragiders + Geen Logen, Traseurs: - Ralh Zalega, Do stan
K Ferars = Gomizsiones Paul et = Daverly (aron = Jobe Pales o2 Gornabar Sachan = Rim Tarch

Village of Richfield

Ad1 W, ETREETSBORT ROAD

. BT 3497
MICHAZL K, LYONS, Mayor RIGHFIE.D CHIQ A5 EE-OET SAMNUY TURK, Finance Orechor
JOHH CIOLKEVICH. Cou vl Pressider. 0-BG8-2a01 MELAMIE BAFER. Samw ke Dirackr
mmun.m

Drecember 21, 2010

Firmiesl Quintams

Midwest Regional Ufies Direeter, Metional Park Servics
i Riverfront T,

Omaha, KE GE102

Ee: Naticnal Designation of the Westzn Reserve Heritags Area
Dwear By, Chudinfang;

1 am plensed fo submit this letber of support Tor designaiiom ol the Weslem Rerarve National
Heritage Area. Tam proud to be working with the National Perk. Bervive un fhe develupment of
e mshral, Nisinrics), culbaral and recseational resourses of the 14
1 b:]m-e the conservation, interpretation and
devalopment of these resarses within the Western Tteserve will stimulate community and
seomomic development and mprove the quality of Jife for the regon.

The Western Bezerve, located oo the nonh vosst of Obin, exemplifies he uoigus wehibesiurs,
Iand wse, social waloes and indestrial nmovarion of the late 18" and carky 15" Conhiry. Settlers
Trem Commesaisul whe migruled Lo e Wesslern Keserve braughi wilh Bean thesr vulnzs, wimdinni
and traditions, Ln.ch.l.du'l,g the dewelopment of the Town Square, The Town Square is whers
inclividuals gathersd Tor pursaiiis of plesnre, Tesingss and snsial refean. From Cleveland, o
Buortor and Oberlin, evidence of the historic Western Ressrve Town Square is still svident on Ih.:
hndscape— teday. E\fidame of a “vanguard of thinking™ is found droughout the region, as thosc
h\'mg in the Western Feserve pursued pew produsts, new social refonn platforms  and
inngwarionz, Through the development of the Westeern Reserve Herimge Feasibility Study.
Tesidents amd visiters con experience the unigque imdustrial, bind vse aod rmehitesiome gy ol ihe
Western Reserw: rogiom while enjoving the namral and recrearional resomess.

Tlee Western Reserve Mational Heritage Area can be develeped in parmership with corporations,
elected offieials, charmlers of cormrense, uiits of governent and non profic organizations.
Through the development of poblic-privare pertnerships, we can eelebrate the legacy of the
Western Boszrve, promote stewardship, stimulatc community and economic development. and
improve the gquality of Life for the residents of the Western Keserve, ©n behalf of our
organizaion, | svongly support the Westem Bescrve Mational Heritage Aren emd we look torward
lex wearking on this e lant resiunnl projecd. Plenss Mol lee b contac ne diecily i pos have
nmy g ek,

Sincerely,

<t Ry Robringon, Matimal Park Service
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Lorain C
November 12, 2010 Cloc et T

Labe Eric s in our natwre,

Emest Quintana
Migdwiest Regional Office Dirsclor, Malional Park Service
G501 Riverfront Or.
Omaha, MNE 83102

RE: Mational Designation of the Weslem Reserve Harilages Area
Dear Mr. Quintana:

I am plaasad to offer thiz letter of support for deslgnation of the Westem Resarve
Netional Heritage Area. We are proud to partner with the National Park Sarvice on the
development of the regional study examining the natwral, historical, culturzl and
recreational resources of the 14 counties of the historic Wastern Reserve, Through the
conservation, interpretaticn and development of the authentc resources and aftractions
within the Western Ressrve, we shall stimulate community and ecoromis developmsnt
and improvi the guality of life for the region.

“izit Lorain County has atlendad local focus group mestings © share stories and ideas
that could greatly contribute to the development of the Westem Resarve as s National
Heritage Area. Much of Lorain County's history is tied to its proximity to Lake Erie,
which stimuleted industrigl growth in ship building, steel production, and sandslone
quarrlas. REunaway slavas wara drawn to the prospact of freedam acroes Lake Ers into
Canede. Some found refuge and acceptance in the small tewn of Oberlin and remeined,
Thig unlgue callags town hacame krown as "The Tawn that Started the Civil War” and
has become an attraction for Underground Railroad heritage tourists. Obarlin Collegs
sarves as the cultural cantar of Loraln County, as wall, with ane cof the most prestigious
college art museums in the country. Architectursl enthusiasts can view & wide variety of
architectural slyles within the small Yillage of Wellington home o Archibald Wilkard,
paintzr of the famed *Spirt of ‘76" painting.

Lorain Caunly offars soma of the baat perch and walleye fshing in s Cenlal Basin
and aleng the sandbar stretching between Vermilion and Lorain. Steelhead fishing in
the Vermilion end Black Rivers is highly attraclive to even the muost expernsnued
anghers. Kayaking Is onc of the fastest growing recreational opporunities attracting
tourists to the netural beauty of Lorain County's rivers end the lake shoreline, The
Vermillan-Lorain Watar Trall offers a signad routa with multipla access points. The Back
Roads & Beaches Biks and Mult-sport routs incorporates cycling on low traveled
county roads with kayaking, mountain biking, hiking, and swimming. Newly identified
and mapped shipwrecks off the shares of Lorain and other citiss have gamaracd

attantion from scuba enthuziasts adding to the many recreational oplions available in
Visit Lovaln Goaty

8135 Lo Road

Arnhersz, OH A4007

Fh. 440988 5202 )
BN 1673 £ 4

. ol 5347357 www.vlaltlaraineaunry sam | www backraadsandbeachesahic.com

Lorain County. Birding is also a popular attraction at many of the county metro parks,
notably tha Sandy Ridge Rescrvation.

©On behalf of Visht Lorain County, | strongly support the Western Reserve Matlonal
Heritaga Area and we look forward to working on this Important reglonal projact. Plaasa
contact me directly with any quastions you may have.

Raqards,

oy DA

Barly Bicksl
Exgculive Director

i Rory Robinson, Mational Park Sarvice




WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

o uieile fodip, Whfm e i s b et

Ui G Ry el ety ide Unhandntivhs gkt Gk Carhdd, Ohia e,

Mowember 1, 2010

Ernast Quintana, Midwest Reglonal Office Director
MNational Park Service

601 Aivarfront Drive

Omaha, ME 63102

Dear Mr. Quintana:

Since 1867, the Western Reserve Historical Soclety (WRHS) has been a collecting Institutien, insuring
that the decuments and artifacts used to interpret daily life in Northeast Ohio are presered and made
atcessible for the education and enjoyment of the reglon's residents as well as visitors. WRHS' jobis to
tall "authentic” storles of the histors Western Reserve and the impact of its people, places, and rvents
on local, state, national, and global history.

Today, WRHS cares for 130,000 artifacts, 12 miles of documentary materials, 250,000 books, &-5 million
photographs, and 36 historic buildings as well a5 247 acres of land.  In addition, the Society has
committed the interpretation of its historical collections and the expertise of its staff to providing Insight
for the public as they seek solutions to current and future challenges in Martheast Ohin. And, 35 an
educational institution, WRHS is dedicated to interactively connecting the public to its cultural haritage
through life-long learning opportunities that focus on the following areas of relovancy:

* Fomiiy Histony—Providing a sense of place and stability in a mobila and fast-moving socety by
allowing people to discover thelr “roots”

*  Community Ristory—Creating pride in the history and potential of a culturally and ethnically diarss
Martheast Ohio

+  Entreprenevrial Histary—Docurnenting and utilizing information that will become the launching pad
for continued excellance inthe areas of innowvation, imeantlon, researcs & developmant, and
Business practicas for a tariving 21st-cantury economy in Martheast Ohio

= History of Sustoinabilitv—lmparting the histaric background on the use of natural and human
resources in our geographical area that will alloew the public to construct 2 viable and healthy
anvironment for its residents

Tha Waestern Reserve Historical Society, therefore, believas that it can be en important partner, with tha
Matinnal Park Service, in the development of this regional study, designed to examine the natural,
historieal, cultural and recreational resourees of what is now Mortheast Ohio,

On behalf of the Westem Reserve Historical Socety, | strangly suppert the creation of the Westem
Reserve Hational Heritage Area and look forvard tooworking dosely on this project with other NED-
based arganizations and indiiduals,

Sincerely yours,
X

amot el

Gaine B, Davls, Ph.O. : : i : ERSE
Prasident/CE0

e Rory Rabinser, NFS 'r’fufm:y Take it 'P‘armm@f

University Circle Comples, 10825 East Bealevard, Cleveland, Ohlo 44106, 2167315722, wanaoerhear
Hale Farm &-V’lllagr:, PO Box 206, 2686 Oak Hill Road, Bath, Ohio 44210, 33006663717, wavw halafarm_ong

Western Reserve Land Conservancy

OUR LAHND. CUR LECACY.

Saptember 30, 2010

Lrmest Cuintann

“ichesest Regionnl Dffioe Director, Watiaaal Park Service
A iverlmont Dr,

Ormishay, ML 68102

B Hationzl Designaion of the Western Reserve Heritage Area
Dear Wr. Quintana:

Tarn plassad te offer this letter of support for desigiation of e Western Reserve Mafional Hertage Ares. We ara romd
L pariner with the Nutionol Park Scrvice on fhe develapment af the regional smdy examiniog g natural, historical,
coflural end recreational reszurces of the 14 countics of e hisore Wedern Reserve,  Throngh the eonacevation,
interareration and developmenr of the authentic resources 2nd atlractions within te Western Reseree, we shell simulate
communily and seunemic evelopment and improve the quality of [ for the region,

Lacated on the north soast af Chie, the Western Reserve celebrates the wnigue archileciurs, lungd wse, sceial values and
industrial iunovation of e ks 18" aud early 19" Century,  As sertlers from Conneeticut migrated to the Westta
Tieserve, they brought with thea: their valws, oustoms aed madicans, including the development of the Tovm Squpee,
The Town Sipinee is where individusls gathesed for sursuits of plezsare, business aud social relimm, Frum Cleveland, to
Burlon and Uberlin, gvidence of the hiztoric Western Reserve Trwn Square s still cvideat on the landscape today,
Faidenee of a “wanpgasd of thinking® is found dorouglout the regieo, iy boss living in the Western Reserve parsued naw
mew sociul reform platferms and innovations.  Through the development of fhe Westen: Heserve Heriligs
v Sludy, nesidents aod visitors can cxperionce the undgque Iadiarinl, and nse and architeerure logacy of the
1 Reserve seglon while enjoying the natural and recrestionsl mecurm

Wisten

We look forward b woiking in parinership with corporations, ckeered officials, chambers of commerce, noits of
gevernment nnd non profic organizations on the development of the Wastern Rescove Mational Herilage Are, Throush
U elevelopmenl of public-privae parmerships, we dhall celebrate the lempey of the Weslem Weserve, promots
siowardship, simulate community and ezononic developusnt, el improve (he quulity of life for the sesideita of the
Weatern Reseeve. (n hemlf nf nir oemnnization. T stronghy suppott the Western Keserve Marional Heritage Atea and wa
look fortadd to workiog on i importaol regiooal project. Please feel free o contset me direedy if vou bave any
estions.

/e
TRichded 1. Cochran
et Ry Rohinsor, ™ticnnl Padk Serviec

P.O. FOX §14 - NOVELTY, OH ddor3
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Public Comment

As a part of the study process, the final draft of the Western Reserve

Heritage Feasibility Study was posted on the National Park Service Planning,
Environmental and Public Comment web site for a period of 30 days for public
review and comment. A total of 12 comments were posted to this site. Below

are those comments and responses to them.

Although it is the feeling of the National Park Service that none of the
comments below merit changes in the feasibility study itself, it is important to
note that some of the comments received hint at a narrower, more defined case
for distinctiveness. However, because the Western Reserve does not meet the
feasibility criteria at this time, regardless of the national distinctiveness finding,

the ultimate finding would be the same.

The power of diversity to create change is a fascinating and relevant story, and

it's a story that emerges from the Western Reserve in a resounding manner. As

a member of the feasibility study team, I agree with the National Park Service
determination that the Western Reserve is not yet ready for national designation
because of its inability to meet feasibility criteria. However, I would like to
contribute additional support for the region's national significance. It is my hope
that what follows will provide insight on the national significance of this portion of

Ohio. It is a story that is not only distinct, but unique, on the American landscape.

The Western Reserve as the Nation's Town Square should be viewed as a metaphor
for collaboration and conversation. The feasibility study doesn't say the Western
Reserve lays claim to the development of village greens or town squares. However,
the influence of New Englanders to this part of Ohio is most visible in the layout of
its towns and cities around these features, and it is the "town square” concept that
most resonated with Western Reserve citizens during town hall gatherings. When
asked about the significance of town squares, citizens of the Western Reserve told
us these were sites where people meet others, talk about new ideas, protest and
demonstrate, and do business. In essence, by encouraging dialogue and interaction

town squares and village greens are (and were) catalysts for progress.

As a metaphor, the town square concept represents the functions of a heritage
area in a world that has changed. Increased mobility, globalization, demands

on time, and changes in civic engagement as a priority have perhaps led to the
decline of a physical place (a.k.a. a town square) to serve these functions; however,
the management of a heritage area provides a similar venue. Through the
management of a heritage area, the same functions-people meeting people, talking
about new ideas, protesting, and doing business are achieved. Our citizens also
reflected that this could be achieved virtually, through online dialogues, but that it
is the boundary and purpose of a heritage area that could bring them together.

The town square concept also represents what historically occurred that defines

this region as unique high concentrations of cultural diversity. This mingling of




people with different beliefs, skills, and traditions contributed to an explosion of
innovation. What continues to occur today, within the Western Reserve is similar;

people with diverse backgrounds who aren't satisfied with the status quo.

The achievements that emerged from this Ohio region are astounding. To list them
all would exceed our capabilities, and it would probably be impossible to do so
without missing key stories. Innovations emerging from this region changed the
nation. Industrial innovations in iron and steel, petroleum refining, automobile
production and parts manufacturing, rubber, aviation, chemical, electric power,
and agriculture also spawned equally important innovations in tools and methods
for equipping these industries, such as labor relations policies, manufacturing
process designs, and machine designs. The seeds planted within the Western Reserve
allowed these industries to prosper; if not within the Western Reserve boundary,

then elsewhere using the basic principles and patents developed in Ohio.

Innovation wasn't restricted to the industrial scene; citizens of the Western
Reserve created social change as well. Its citizens were initiators and leaders in
abolitionism, Underground Railroad, women's rights movement, environmental
protection movement, and created the predecessors to the United Way, Easter

Seals, Alcoholic Anonymous, and the Boy Scouts of America, to name just a few.

Two important factors converged on the Ohio frontier to create this story; the rich
natural resources and transportation routes of Lake Erie and the influx of New

England, and other domestic and international settlers.

The New England influence of early settlers laid the foundation for national and
global contributions in nearly every field. The breed of New England settlers was
distinctive people with a mix of the need for adventure, strong ambition, high

moral values, and education. The wilderness of the Western Reserve gave them

the opportunity to become "men of means” not found in the settled, politically

established, and more settled Connecticut, and the rich resources gave them the
raw materials from which to make their fortunes. Subsequent generations had

the greatest influence. Those generations were inspired by their parents’ and
grand-parents’ stories and struggles and were raised with the foundation of moral
strength and educational values. Combine this upbringing with waves of European

immigrants, and you have the basis for the explosion of innovation in all fields.

How did international and domestic immigrants contribute to the story? First,
immigrants were willing to work for less. This cheap labor allowed innovations to
occur in a free-market economy at minimal production costs. Second, the massive
numbers of immigrants formed cohesive communities that provided the support
systems for the most ambitious and enterprising to seek their own fortunes. "The
immigrants' communities provided their people the stability and confidence to
achieve remarkable cultural, social, and especially, economic successes,” said
Bonutti and Prpic (Bonutti & Prpic, 1974). Third, it appears that many of the
region's patents were contributed by individuals of foreign descent who were
employed by Western Reserve firms. These firms were often begun by those
domestic immigrants and descendants because they had the ability, knowledge,
access to raw materials, and value systems to pursue. Then the international
immigrants brought with them the skill sets and experiences to innovate. Fourth,
the cultural diversity created by the blending of New England Puritans and

immigrants from around the globe inspired free-thinking and tolerance.

Examples of immigrant influence and achievements include a Polish immigrant
who saw how bituminous coal was used in England and Scotland and discovered
coal in Trumbull and Mahoning counties in 1846, a German immigrant

who developed the process for removing sulfur from crude oil, and an Italian
immigrant who secured patents for producing sulfuric acid for refining and other

processes (Cooper & Schmitz, 1993).




Those arriving to the Western Reserve found the ingredients for success. Lake
Erie, and the Great Lakes, is among the largest bodies of freshwater in the world.
Tributaries, wetlands, lake effect micro-climate, glacial bedrock, and many more
natural elements provided rich resources, while the transportation route provided
for the movement of goods, people, and ideas. The region also inspired creativity.
Spencerian handwriting, created by a Geneva gentleman, is said to have been

inspired by the natural beauty of the region.

Cultural diversity and the natural landscape of the Western Reserve form the
basic inputs as to how the Western Reserve achieved national significance. The
significance of the region; however, is not just from those patents and innovations
that came directly from within its boundaries. It is from the outflow of those raised
within the Western Reserve who carried their upbringings and ideas to other
areas of the nation. The area’s network of universities and colleges helped in this
movement. The Western Reserve's "abolitionist sentiment was intensified by the
arrival in Oberlin in 1835 of freedom-loving students and faculty from the Lane
Seminary in Cincinnati where they had been forbidden to associate with Negroes
or debate the issue of slavery. In the 1840s, Oberlin enrolled over 500 students each
academic year. And from its halls went forth a stream of teachers, ministers, and
missionaries of both sexes not only to the Reserve, but to the uttermost parts of the

world," (Hatcher, 1966).

Also contributing to the outflow of innovations was the acquisition and mergers
of Western Reserve companies to places outside of the hometown grid. Start-ups
elsewhere by those raised in the Western Reserve, as well as those who sought

employment elsewhere before reaching greatness, should also not be discounted.

This mobility of innovation beyond the boundaries of the Western Reserve

also occurred through ground-breaking patents that formed basic, underlying

principles for the automobile industry, steel industry, petroleum industry, chemical

industry, machine and tool industry, civil engineering, transportation, and
communication. Innovations in communication perhaps aided the movement of
ideas and innovations to other parts of the nation. For example, we only have to
look at the roots of Warner Bros., Western Telegraph, Edison innovations, Scripps-
Howard, Knight Newspapers, lithography, etc., to find that they are planted within

the Western Reserve.

"The Western Reserve has always been a land of leaders, inventors, innovators,
pace setters, idea people in many fields people who so molded and improved life
that many of their contributions were turning points in history. There's a bit of our

community everywhere” (Hoover, 1977).

The Western Reserve made substantial contributions in many industries and
movements. We could probably make the case for national significance of each
of these areas, but that is not what makes the Western Reserve unique, "it wasn't
one industry sector that made the area unique; it was the diversity of greatness.
According to the Bureau of Census using the Industrial Classification System,
Cleveland had the greatest variety of products produced in one place for many
years" (Hoover, 1977).

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute additional information to this
study. The Western Reserve story is complex, but it is truly a story of super
powers, not unlike the story of Superman (incidentally also a product of

two Western Reserve individuals). Lake Erie and the cultural diversity of its
population laid the foundation for Western Reserve greatness, a greatness that
continues to be felt today through contributions in medicine, science, plastics,
and more. Rooted in a foundation of hard work, access to rich resources,
innovation, and determination, the Western Reserve is a region whose branches

of discovery have changed the world.
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As a professional historian, I strongly support the argument that the Western
Reserve Heritage Area offers its residents and the nation a historically unique
region that contains significant local and national stories worthy of preservation
and promotion. The region’s historical societies, libraries, museums, and sites,
traditions and cultural resources, and parks, recreation areas, and natural
resources collectively tell the story of the nation's ongoing political patrimony,

an inheritance available as a birthright and by acclamation. Explored and
established in the decade after the passage of the United States Constitution,
Connecticut's Western Reserve was one of the new nation’s first experiments in
land management and settlement, first separate from the Northwest Territory
and later included within it. That distinct founding is evident on the landscape:
the grid of townships in the Western Reserve is populated by five-by-five-miles
squares, smaller than those planned in the rest of the state and in the Northwest
Territory. Kept in "reserve” for the benefit of Connecticut citizens, the 3.3 million
acres of Northeast Ohio were sold to the Connecticut Land Company; the proceeds

of that sale established a school fund still in existence in Connecticut today.

Connecticut political and social traditions were updated in this "New Connecticut”
to accommodate the broadened principles of participatory democracy. Uncoupled
from colonial political and social traditions still imbedded in the new states,
immigrants to this new "West" (as it was then called) incorporated the new
nation’s ideals as formulated in the Declaration of Independence and in the
Constitution: in forming new communities and laws, defending personal

liberty and property, and engaging in the pursuit of happiness-that is, historical
understood, promoting the well being of their fellow humans as the core goal

of human society. It was no accident that the surveyor in charge of charting

the Western Reserve, Moses Cleaveland, and his expedition first set foot in the
Western Reserve, on July 4, 1796, at the mouth of Conneaut Creek. They quickly
renamed the place Port Independence. Having crossed Lake Erie as their ancestors
had cross the Atlantic Ocean, Cleaveland and his team of surveyors chose words
and symbols and rituals of the then-new nation-re-declaring independence, if
you will-to invest the region with a democratic purpose. The Western Reserve was
not to be another colony. Rather it was a reiteration of the nation writ small and

promising anew what had been gained in the creation of the American republic.

One way to understand the legacy of this distinctive founding is to trace consistent
regional identity, through the collective thoughts and actions of the region's
residents over time. One may easily imagine the early nineteenth-century
discussions and debates about the public good-individual rights and property
right-of-ways, education and elder care, taxes and voting, and the like-taking
place on the town square, or in the town hall or the schoolroom, or in the front
parlor of private houses, all designed as Greek or Roman temples, a sure symbol
of the res publica and a reminder of the virtues considered necessary to the public
life of the nation. Those debates still occur in the same temple-front township
halls. Townships, each five miles square, arranged in a grid of towns and ranges

(and not in the crazy quilt pattern of metes and bounds), were founded with place

names of Antiquity: Mecca, Medina, and Mesopotamia, Parma and Ravenna,




Troy and Rome. The region’s early architecture has been studied as a distinctive
style; many examples remain on the landscape, serving with these toponyms to

teach every generation about the past.

A review of historians' works on the Western Reserve from the late nineteenth
century through the last decade, representing many methodological approaches
and theses, reveals a remarkable consistency in the assertion that the region

was and remains a distinctive chapter in the nation's story. One recent example:
Quentin Skrabec, author of William McGuffey: Mentor to American Industry
(2009), finds in McGuffey's famous Eclectic Readers the impact of the McGuffey's
youth in the Western Reserve. That so many of America's business leaders in

the latter half of the nineteenth century pointed to the influence of these books
strengthens the argument that the region played a crucial role in American
industry and capitalism beyond its innovations and industrial might over the last
two centuries. As Skrabec points out, however, McGuffey stressed not acquisition,
but charity, that those with property had a responsibility to care for those without
(the pursuit of happiness). Skrabec attributes McGuffey's upbringing in what he
calls the "merged culture of the Western Reserve of Ohio" (in McGuffey's case,
Connecticut Yankee, Scots-Irish, and German) as formative and lasting, and
through his Readers influenced several generations of Americans. In that same
"merged culture” was established, two generations of immigrants later, the nation's

first community foundation: the Cleveland Foundation, in 1914.

The Western Reserve was and remains a coherent region within Ohio, distinctive
in its progressive politics and voting patterns from the rest of the state. In such

a way we may see how progressive thought and social reform initially formed
the region’s identity in the early nineteenth century and subsequently refined

it. In the first half of the nineteenth century, the region supported federalism,
internal improvements, business enterprise, banks, and tax-supported public

schools-unlike much of the rest of the state. By 1840, Ohio was the nation’s third

most populous state, and much of that population lived in the Western Reserve.
The region's Connecticut Yankees, their children, and their grandchildren voted
consistently for liberal policies that the rest of Ohio did not support-for example,
in the state's constitutional convention of 1850-51. In the same years in which
Lucretia Mott addressed the Salem’s Woman's Convention and Sojourner Truth
asked of her Akron audience "Ain't I a Woman?" as she toured for the American
Anti-Slavery Society, seventy-one white men were meeting in Chillicothe to
draft a new state constitution. The only votes in favor of equal political rights for
African Americans in that statewide convention came from the Western Reserve.
The only votes in favor of women's right to vote came from the Western Reserve.
The delegates from the Western Reserve counties also voiced their opposition to a

proposed ban on immigrants.

In presidential elections in the Reconstruction era the region was the Midwest's
stronghold of Republicanism, when the Grand Old Party advocated racial
equality. In the twentieth century, the rise of heavy industry and the concomitant
increase of immigrant laborers did not alter the historic commitment to personal
liberty, self determination, and civil rights. The region's political tendencies
remained the same, though the transformation of the nation’s political parties
meant that the Western Reserve voted Democratic, even in the overwhelming
victory of Ronald Reagan in the presidential election of 1984. The constant

and consistent infusion of peoples into the crucible of the Western Reserve has

continually refined the core collective mindset of the region's residents.

Part of being distinctive is having an internal consistency or commonality. The
overwhelming influence and importance of Lake Erie-gateway to the West, creator
of a microclimate, part of a water system of natural streams and manmade
canals-trained the region’s transportation and communication networks

northward; the western trail of the National Road was much further south.

The proximity to cheap water transportation, the availability of coal and oil in




Pennsylvania and West Virginia, and the concentration of capital in Cleveland
lifted the region to national prominence during the Gilded Age and the Progressive
Era: heavy manufacturing, inventions and entrepreneurship, the arts, political and
social reform made Cleveland the nation’s "Sixth City" by the first decades of the
twentieth century. The region became a magnet for immigrant labor between 1880
and 1920; these groups added to the region's identity characteristic architecture
and social and cultural practices that still endure. Progressive reformers such as
Tom Johnson, mayor of Cleveland, reinvested Yankee ideas of social service and
public good in the city, easing immigrants’ entry into American life. I need only

look to my own family's history for evidence of this chapter in the region’s story.

The report's emphasis on the "town square” metaphor is a most appropriate

one for the Western Reserve and links its various villages, towns, and cities to

a common heritage. As historian Amy DeRogatis observes, the Connecticut
Missionary Society in the early nineteenth century was obsessed "with plotting
town greens and placing its churches on one side of the square [re-creating] its
vision of a New England landscape on the frontier by fixing its place in the town's
center.” The Society insisted that "moral order was connected to the spatial order
of a town square” (Moral Geography: Maps, Missionaries, and the American
Frontier, 2003; pp. 96-97).

As the nation's "town square,” the Western Reserve served early as a frontier
“crucible,” to borrow from historian Frederick Jackson Turner. Soon after the War
of 1812, the region was populated with Connecticut and New York Yankees who
brought longstanding practices of small town-meeting government, independently
created churches, and a sense of shared purpose, represented in the re-creation of
the New England town green, commons, or square. These spaces were more than
shared land for various purposes such as grazing livestock or erecting a church.

These iconic spaces linked the pioneers to their former communities in New

England and New York, of course, but they were also sites of political and social

engagement, through the town halls and jails, schools and churches, shops and
stores located on or around it. At one and the same time an historic form and a

contemporary usable civic space, the town square was necessarily a dynamic place
of public life and debate.

An example from my hometown: Vienna's first town clerk, Dennis C. Palmer,
travelled with his wife Phebe and their children to the first county of the
Connecticut Western Reserve, Trumbull, at the turn of the nineteenth century.
Riding home from a religious meeting, Palmer saw a vision of a sword hanging
over the town's Presbyterian church building on the town green. He took it as a
sign of the falseness of that church's practice. Convinced his vision was true, he

traveled to the county seat of Warren and began preaching in the public square.

That so many of the region’s towns and cities retain all or much of their original
squares and greens testifies to these spaces’ usefulness in creating and sustaining
community over time and in encouraging and symbolizing public debate. "Town
square” as a metaphor represents traditions of free speech and public debate
beyond its borders. Little wonder that the City Club of Cleveland, founded in the
midst of an era of increasing xenophobia in the United States in 1912, is the oldest
continuous free speech forum in the country, renowned for its tradition of debate

and discussion.

Yet the value of the physical space is not be overlooked. Cleveland's current
determination to refocus the city's revitalization on its Public Square, matched by
Youngstown's Federal Plaza renaissance, is surely recognition of the power of the
town square, as a social space, as a shared public good, and as an icon that links
past and present-and the future, as the region works to remove the moniker of
"Rust Belt."




It is important to repeat that the "town square” as metaphor is, by definition,
portable. Striking steelworkers transformed the ironically named Republic Steel
Corporation's mills into town squares, conducting a sit-down strike in 1937 in
Youngstown to protest unfair labor practices. The mills became public spaces

of political action and discussion, and this bloody "Little Steel Strike" became a
national story. Airplanes charted by sympathetic citizens dropped food to the
striking workers in the mills. Others attempted to mail food to the strikers. Still
other citizens formed groups to protest the sit-down strikers’ actions. This strike
would fail in the short run, but during World War 1I Republic Steel paid back pay

to the blacklisted strikers and acceded to the representation of unions.

On a clear spring day in May, 1970, the campus of Kent State University was a
town square, where student activists protested the Viet Nam Conflict. Free speech
guaranteed by the First Amendment was trumped by the power of the Second
Amendment, as the citizens' own militia, the National Guard, shot four students

and wounded nine in what was a peaceful protest.

As an metaphor realized materially on its landscape, in the forms of square
towns, town squares and greens, and town halls, the "town square” possesses great
resonance as a symbol of the region’s history and as a symbol for the Western

Reserve Heritage Area

I am interested in seeing if this study could perhaps be reconsidered as being
designated as a Heritage Area by the National Park Service. I have always enjoyed
the places sponsored by the National Park Service and their wonderful ways of
preserving, highlighting, and educating our country on its resources and history. I
grew up every summer traveling with my family across the US in a station wagon
visiting many of these places. I am amazed at all of the diverse National Parks and

areas that help people currently become more interested in our debt to the past.

These preservation efforts help us provide for future learners as well. If we did not

have these areas identified by the NPS, our country would have lost much of its
heritage along the way. NPS, thank you for reviewing this once, but please look
again at this study.

In regards to this study currently not meeting Criterion "A”", I have some thoughts.
I do agree that the:"Western Reserve has a story of great significance to the region
and the State of Ohio that had an impact on the nation”. But I disagree with

the second part of this statement in the finding that says:"but is not nationally
distinctive or significant and has not met this criterion”. In our global world these
days, 1 find it important, especially as a current educator, to connect our learning
to see the historical patterns of people and their places, and the "evidence” left
behind that make these "stories come to life". The Western Reserve Heritage
Study helps put many meaningful pieces together for the rest of our nation to see
and experience. As the 211 historical organizations and the 27 letters of support
presented in the index show, these share just some of the supporters from those

of us in this area that find this area is rich in history and learning, ready to be
identified in our country as a distinctive part of the formation of who and what
we are today. I don't see how this area is not nationally distinctive or significant.
Thomas Edison, George Washington, The Revolutionary War, Johnson Island,
Lake Erie, The Erie Canal...this list could go on and on of things that changed
our nation from this area. I feel that we have a responsibility to try to stimulate
interest and learning within our country from this area, in our debt to the past, in

order to prepare for the future generations.

If Criterion "A" would be accepted, I think Criterion "F" and "G" would start to
move further towards reality. Although finding one group, to speak and act for all
138 existing entities will be a challenge, I believe more momentum would occur

with more support from the NPS.




I thank you for your time and consideration of my thoughts. Feel free to contact
me about any questions you may have for me. I would appreciate being notified
of any further developments. I grew up in the Firelands and was fortunate to have

been part of this unique and special part of our country.

RESPONSE—The National Park Service encourages future researchers and
community advocates to view this study as a starting point for honing the
significance story. The additional information provided in the three comments
above begins to further define the story of the Western Reserve. Additional
work in this area will add a great deal to better defining the common story

that ties Western Reserve together and will greatly help move the heritage area

concept forward as a regional initiative if this action is pursued.

I was wondering if Western Reserve Historical Society was considered to

administer the federal program.

RESPONSE—As indicated in chapter 5, Assessment of Criteria in the Western
Reserve Heritage Area Study Act on page 67... “There are many regional and
local organizations within the Western Reserve with regional partnerships and
collaboration experience. Some relevant examples include efforts to preserves
natural resources through the Western Reserve Land Conservancy, efforts

to preserve the story and resources through the Western Reserve Historical
Society...” At the time of this report, there is not currently a single entity that
has emerged with either the willingness or the capacity and geographic-wide
acceptance to be recognized as the coordinating entity if the area were to be

designated a National Heritage Area.

Thank you very much compiling the results of the feasibility study, getting the
process going, and encouraging residents to take a regional view of the cultural and
natural resources in their area. It is often too easy to miss the "gems” next door.

I think the study report is very detailed and clearly illustrates the diversity of the
Western Reserve's history, population, and resources. I understand that the area
does not currently meet two criteria of suitability, lacking a financial plan and a
coordinating entity. I do wonder at why the National Park Service determined
that the Western Reserve does not have a nationally distinctive history. Who is
meant by "National Park Service"? Is this a council, a meeting, a review process, or
one person? Did they submit any comments about their determination that could
help focus regional initiatives? Is it possible that arguing distinctiveness would just
be a matter of "honing” the report to find the themes that are truly unique to the
Western Reserve? Or perhaps making more comparisons between the Western

Reserve and the rest of the nation in order to demonstrate significance?

The document is a little unclear about how regional efforts to promote the area
really will differ from official designation. Is reapplication possible in the future or

is the determination final?

RESPONSE—The study process and document was overseen, reviewed and
approved by National Park Service staft from the MW Region and Washington
offices. A local study team, defined on page 6, coordinated public input and
aggregated the research, but the ultimate decision and approval of suitability
rested with the National Park Service. The other questions asked in the above

comment are addressed in responses to comments above and below.

The innovation from this are alone should be recognized for its national heritage.

Sadly either the communities within the Western Reserve have failed to recognize

this historic value or we have lost the cohesive bond to identify ourselves with the




Western Reserve. I would guess that the area recognizes itself more as Northeast
Ohio and even with that terminology can mean something different depending on

who you talk to too.

Maybe it is possible to tell the story differently, but I think there may still be a

general lack of recognition to what this area meant to the nation.

I'would also commend all those who worked hard to pull the study together. There
was a lot of work and not enough acknowledgements for their effort.

Todd T. Peetz, Portage County Regional Planning Commssion

I support this study and the designation. I grew up in Erie County and feel the
designation will help promote the area to visitors. This is a popular tourist area
so I feel it will enhance the marketing opportunities for organizations and cities
etc. The NPS provides quality interpretative opportunities at all of the various
National Parks and Monuments. Having this designation will help all entities

promote the region.

As a member of the Study Team, I strongly support the Western Reserve Heritage
Feasibility Study. The natural, historical and recreational resources associated
with the Western Reserve represent the legacy and heritage of our nation. Using
the "town square” concept as a framework for the interpretation of the significant
cultural and historical resources and stories is a powerful and convincing
statement of the importance of the Western Reserve Heritage Area. As a region,
there are many significant historical resources and stories that reflect significant
milestones in our nation's history, from the burning of the Cuyahoga River which

led to the Clean Water Act, to the family heritage of the John Brown family and

his subsequent actions which led to the Civil War. Fortunately, many of these

historical and cultural resources and stories remain intact in our cities, villages

and townships throughout the Western Reserve. With additional organizational
development and partnership cultivation, the public-private partnerships can be
cultivated to promote, interpret and celebrate the unique natural, historical and

recreational heritage of the Western Reserve.

As a regional concept, the Western Reserve Heritage Area is an important and
worthy collaboration to pursue in order to promote community and economic
development, build sustainable communities and create a legacy for future
generations.

Daniel M. Rice, Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition

Having sat on the WRHA Study Committee for the past year and a half, I feel

that what the Western Reserve Heritage Area has is very unique. We are the
Public Square for our Country. We were in the past but also we continue to be
today. We were unique in the late 1700's and 1800's because we were one of the
first areas of the new Country to see growth and expansion. We were the area

that was set aside for Connecticut after the war, which is unique in that we were
one of two areas set aside for specific states after the war. From that, much of our
early settlement did mirror the North East with our Architecture, Faith, Ideals and

Community layouts. We may have mirrored the NE but we have made it our own.

Our location along the lake and with waterways down to the Gulf, made us the
stepping stone for our new Country. We were in the fore front of the industrial
revolution. We were the start of the Bread basket for our country. Today with

Polymers, Medicine, Energy we are still in the fore front.

What we offer is unique and we should be given the time to work together to

promote our region as a heritage area. We have started the process and should




be allowed to move forward at our pace to build our Heritage Area as we see
fit, and in the time frame we feel we need. We should not be pushed to complete
the process within a specific time frame that the Park service has set. We are
who we are and we do things in our own time. We do not rush into programs
and complete them without some thought and work. We will continue to work
on setting up a heritage area and when we get there we will have a strong well
thought out program that the whole region can get their hands around and feel
that they are a part of. We will come out as a stronger region working together
to accomplish our goals and do the Heritage Area justice. We have a great start,
now we need to be given the time to work together to make the Western Reserve
Heritage Area a success.

Daniel D. Hostetler, Medina County Visitors Bureau

appropriate metaphor and acknowledges our history and the development of so
many of our communities. I think that continued education and outreach will help
this idea take flight.

RESPONSE—These seven comments above supports the study’s
recommendation that the Western Reserve Heritage Area be supported and
implemented as a regional initiative. Included in Chapter 7 of the document
is a discussion of the value and opportunity in moving this effort forward as
a regional initiative along with recommendations of how to get this started.
A vision for the heritage corridor and guiding principles defined by those
that participated in the study provides additional focus and direction for

implementation of a regional heritage area.

Iam sorry to see that we do not meet the criteria for a Heritage Area. I was
sadden at the poor showing of attendance at the meetings around the Trumbull
County area, esp.the many historical societies members and the elected officials.
A designation such as this would promote tourism and encourage people to see
what we have in our own back yard. Congressman Ryan is aware of what a great
resource of history we have and I hope this will go forward in some manner.

Cynthia (Cindee) S. Mines, Trumbull County Historical Society

The Western Reserve has a rich history that is worth preserving. Many
communities in the Western Reserve are proud to share their history and cultural
heritage. Historical Societies exist in so many cities and should be able to provide
assistance with the study. I am pleased to see your study promoting awareness
regarding our area assets. I fully support the designation of the Western Reserve

as a National Heritage Area and hope such an honor will help protect our historic

building stock and cultural landscape. Equating this area to a town square is an

Last year the ODNR tried to designate the Vermilion River as an Ohio Scenic
River. The only notice of this to homeowners was a tiny ad in the classifieds which
none reads. The ODNR was going to designate these PRIVATE PROPERTY
owner’s property, and the majority of them had absolutely no idea that it was even
happening. I find your organization and policies just as underhanded.

We formed groups, and informed people of what was taking place, and they were
wholly against having their lands designated for ANYTHING. We fought that

battle and we won.

I am still in contact with about two hundred of those people. They do NOT want
ANY designations of their properties. These people are from several counties, and
our local governments passed resolutions against the designation. I am sure that
they would pass resolutions against this designation as well. We are tired of the
government(s) thinking that they can do whatever they want to with OUR private
property. We are also against any individuals who think that they have the right

to speak for others. They have no right or claim whatsoever, and they need to be




minding their own business, and worrying about their own property instead of

everyone else’s.

We are familiar with the U.N.'s Agenda 21, and we know that this is just another
tentacle of it, and we do NOT want it. We do not need any non-governmental
‘groups’ formed here, for the government to funnel monies to, to implement

Agenda 21 policies.

I truly believe that if you told your Steering Committees' the truth about the long
term goals here, that they wouldn't want this either, and would truly see it as the

threat that it is.

Rory Robinson said the comments were supposed to be posted and OPEN for
view. Why are you not doing that? Afraid that people will learn the truth? That
this is just another scheme to destroy private property rights, and limit our
freedoms? The Steering Committee will be told that it must do certain things.
and they might even be tricked into believing that they had a say in the decision
making, but they don't.

Why does Senator Ryan want this? Hoping to get some grant monies that have
lots of freedom choking strings attached? We do not want this. He is not even
from our counties, and he has absolutely no right whatsoever to be putting in
for a designation here. I have called his office and emailed him as well, asking
for the details of how our area(s) can 'OPT OUT', and I have gotten NO REPLY
whatsoever. He has the nerve to try and designate MY property, but the man

won't speak to me? Or give me a straight answer? Senator Ryan, I have no respect

for you.

Our final comment is, "WE DO NOT WANT THIS OR ANY DESIGNATION.”

Barbara Ramirez

RESPONSE—In Chapter 5 of the study, one of the criteria evaluated is the
“whether the study area has potential or actual impact on private property
located within or abutting the Study Area." Based on the supporting
information described on page 69, the National Park Service concludes that the
Western Reserve does not have potential or actual impact on private property
located within or abutting the study area. Guiding principles were identified by
citizens during Western Reserve Heritage Feasibility Study town hall meetings,
and they are principles any organization assuming coordination of a regional
heritage area initiative should protect and follow. The first of these found in
Chapter 2 is: “The Western Reserve Heritage Area respects property rights”,
followed direct quotes from citizens supporting each value

o “We value private property rights”

o “All landowners understand what is special.

o “We have been able to protect land, agricultural heritage, natural areas,
and scenic vistas due to successful homeowner programs, such as
easements to land trusts”

o “Local government control is preserved.”
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