
SCSGC-8-89-003

Guide to Common
Jellyfishes of
South Carolina





Guide to Common
Jellyfishes of
South Carolina

JKLKYASH . ~ .

.. few other common inhabitants of South Carobna's coastal waters
are. so easily recognized, yet so little understood. Like snakes and
sharks, aIl jellyfish look alike to most people, and they all look vaguely
sinister.

The truth is, mast spedes of jeHyftsh found in South Carolina are
harml'ess to humans. A few are capable of indicting a sting which can be
described as rndd at worst, anci an!y one can be regarded as highly
venomous.

This 'Guide to Common Je0yfehes oj South Carolina" was prepared
to help coas'tal residents and vacationers leam the difference between the
jellyfish to beware and the ones you can safely ignore,
' You roay And ~ have litle to fear but fear itself.
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MUSHROOM JELLY  flhopilemo Uerrilli!

The rnushroorn jelly  Rhopile»>;«t:e! ri,'.! >s >fry r> r»ist ke»
for the r! Ore AbUr>c ant dr>d K'idelv despisccl t~li~ball

I.>t<>!r>o <>pl>L>s n>elec>gnsl. Althot>gh  losely re!ate�, the tv>.  >
species cl>ffer ir> a nutzber t>f w<>ys. 1 he f;nger-like. project.or>s

or appendages" hanging dowt> fry>r» the k>wv. surface r>l
n>ushroom jellies are lacking in rhe tell,bal! Tf;!: umbrellr»

flatte> ar.d the je!Iy less fir>» in t»eduiae of Rf!r>i>i,'t!»G >'e~r.li..
an<3 pigmentat!on patterns are d>fferet>t. The distinct brown

band of pigment around the umbrella of ti>e jellyt>all ts lacking
in the mushroom jeHy,

awhile the jeIyba5 seldom exceeds 8-l0 inches in diameter,'
..-.mushrtxim jeHies measunng 10-l2 inches are fairly common
. '".'and tlttey ~ooaliy may attain a diameter of 20 inches or

..Note. The~reHa of R'hopr'feme> verrilli is translucent or
peevish, awhile the friHy underparts are brown,

gre@@st pgmbers o/ mushroom leHies usuaHy are seen in
Sottth C8rojina ciuring minter and spring. Adults are fairly

Non te tlie lower reaches of estuaries and along
e coast�and they frequently are washed ashore

on beaches. NhHe they may be 'a nuisance to
' " cairimercial fishermen because of their large
" siam'>,.4ey 'are much less of a problem than the
. j81lyb+ because they are less abundant, Their
toxiti�ls no9-venomous to humans, and despite
' thigh-~ mushroom jeHies do not represent a

hazard to bathers,
' . "Rklated specIes are eaten by humans in the

orieig,' pa jttcixImly in China, Coastal Chinese,use
both- fresh aced pickled jeHyfish in the preparation

::; of cold piles and inland. Chinese. enjoy, the
piCkled 'ot otherwise processed product.

: '.:,: This, Cpectes is known only from the United
State' s, occurnng from muthern Sew England to

Flonda and along the Gulf coast.





BOX JELLIES  Chlropsafmus quadrumarrus
and Tamoya haplonema!

i ti» col lirr ion nanle box jelly" or "~ea wasp is appliecl t
«n entire <. lass of cube-shap»d jellvfislies. Marry of these ar»

capable nf inflicting a paiiiful stirrq. a few are extremelv
rfari<g»r< us. and one, th»' dea<lly boy» ielly of Australia. is

r "<zarded as orie of the most venom<>us ariirrrals il< tire s»a.
Although neither i» consiiler»»f 2 dangerous to hLrmans, two
..veer» of bor< j»fbi».s occur iri co«st«i South Carolina  rom

May-November. The multi-tentacled box jelly  Chiropsafmus
quadrumartus! is a common warm water inhabitant. Mature

specimens are colorless and reach a height of 4-5 inches and
a diameter of 5-6 inches. They resemble the re4ted box jelly

have several tentacles at each of the
rs of the umbre8a instead of just one,
oast, Chiropsalmus quadrurnanus has

esponslble for a number of stings severe
o require medical attention sa contact
s species should be avoided. On this
this jellyfish has bmn recorded from

North C2llckFla to BraziL
The four-tentacled box jelly  Trtrnoya,
aplonema! is a co1orless, box-shaped

jeflyfish commonly' measuring 4-5
inches in height and 2-3 inches in

diameter when fully'grown.'The je8y
of this spedes is' very firm.

ft is not certain from' tjtte Rterature
whether this species is, venomous.

to humans. However,. caution.
should be taken when'ever a clear,

box-shaped jellyfis is seen.
Along the western Atlantic,.Tamoya

is known from souther'n
New England to' Brazil.



SEA NETTLE  Chrysnorn quirtquecirrha!

The most frcrtne»;tli, ence»interecl venoinous iellyfisli in
South Carolina,s the. e,i nettle 'Chrysraora qriiriquecirrhn!.
Fortunate!y, this species is general!i, miich less aburidant in
South Carolina th<iri in are>as such as Chesape ake Bay. w>h"re
it is a significant i>est efunng the suinmer vacation season.
However. it is frequeritly obse>rvecf here both in brackish
estuaries and in w;ters of high salinity aloiig tlie coast. These
rnedusae mav be encountere'.d a'most an!> time of year in this
state, although they are' t11ost common during the warmer
months,
," White the sea nett!e cannot be regarded as an especially

dangerous species, its sting is. quite painfui and in exceptional �-
cases produces severe reactions. Exercise caution if sea
nett!es.are observ~d in the water and do not'swim if large .
numbers ape present.

Most sea netties are less than six inches in diameter, but the.
'. orai arms and tentacles when fuHy extended may reach

several feet beyond the umbre&i. 1n.South Carolina:most':
individkmis.'of this. species have brown or red pigr'n~ on 8m
umbrei'la and oral arms, but some may'lack pigmentation
and appear whitish, Sea nettles differ from. the closely
'related oceanic jegy Pe!ogia noctifuco in having 24 .
or mope tentacles. in the adrift. H

' netHes less than an inch in diam
eight tentacles and shou!d. not be.

. I efr'rgb.' '
' CA+sQQ1Q QuÃrquecfrr46 Dccu

Engiand'Q. Brazil tn the w'estem







PORTUGUESE MAN-OF-WAR  Physalia physafis!

i'h» l'ortuquese man-of-war tPht,'srt.'i u physulis! belongs to
th~ ~atne n>a>or group of animals as the other jelfvfishes

<fiscu. sed nt re  phylum Cnidaria!. but it is placed in a different
~~~t class u tthin that group «r~d is actually a colony of

individuals. Instead of an urnbtella. it has an oval
gas-filled float that remains at the surface of the

water. The blue float, «hich reaches a
maÃlmum size of about lo lJlches, supports a
ber of structures variously specialized for food

gestfon, and reproduction. The entire cctlony is
propeHed by the wind and-by ocean currents.

hysafis-ts an oceanic species and an infrequent
a'stat'South Carolina. They are fairly cornrnon
'yaittcularly,in or near the Gulf Stream, ~d if

and current patterns are favorable they may be
the |nshore waters of this state, This notorious
is widely known to be highly venotnous, and

ould'not go into the water if these animals are
present. Knee'the microscopic stinging capsules
sts! remain inta'ct for long periods after removal '

water, even contact viith dried remains on a
,beach may result in a painful sting.

guese man-of-war is common-to abundant in .
nd is swept northward as far as New England

on this coast by the GuH Stream.



WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE STUNG...

Severe icllvfish sting~ are extremely rare in South Carol!r!a. Such
st.'nqs generally c<!n be prevented bv knowing which jell!. fishes are
venort!ous and hl, exerc!sing caution if venomous spc cies are I now!! to
h» present in the u ate»

Following contact w:th a venomous iellyf!sh, th» victim shoukl leav»
ol be 'taken fn >m the water to prevent panic and possible drow!!i.ui.
l-irst aid map tl-,en be directed tou,ard minimizing the extent of the sting,
alleviaiir!g pain. and careful observation for any adverse reactions to the
venom, Any tentacles adhering to the body should be caiehaHIr
removed. Rooding'the affe'cted areas with alcohol, if available; prevents
continued discharge of the stinging ~suies  nematocystsj;

A number of substances have been variously recc mmended for
lessening the pain-, includi~ meat tenderizer, tannic acid. s'odium
bicarbonate,. boric'acid solution, soap,' and vinegar, among others. Meat
tenderizer is one' of the more v!6dely used remedies in the Chesapeake
Bay area for treatroent' of sea 'ne5e stings. 'lf possible, in attempt should
"be made t6 identify the species of jellyfish respor|sible for the sting.

if the stag is severe, medical ittenbon 'should be sought irnrnediately,
and, urhile waiting for the physician� the victim should be observed
carefuQy.for si~ of cardiac or respiratory. arrest or. shock.

Further devils on the tre'atrnent o7 jellyfish sb'rigs"are'outhned in the
k POiSONOUS ANDr VENOMOUS.MARM AMMA.S OF THE

MlOR1 0 by Halstead I 1.978!.
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zoa with a: suppfement to--'the first:-volume 'on' Hydrornedusae. 6m-
bridge University Press, Carnbri@e. 284 ~.

FOR MORE INFORMATION...

Comm urnqatio'ns
5, C, Sea,.Grant Consomurn .
287 Meeting Street
Charleston.'3'.C". 29401
{803! 727-20!8
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