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Highlights:

e Thermal counts of harbor seals were higher than visual counts at the
beginning of the day (>4 hours before solar noon) but steadily declined later
in the day (up to 3 hours after solar noon).

e As cloud cover increased, thermal counts of seals were predicted to be
higher, but altitude appeared to have little to no impact on thermal counts.

e Using thermal detections in optimal conditions may provide one approach
for estimating visual detection probabilities.

e The use of thermal imaging could be applied to improve the detection of
other mammals, marine or terrestrial, that are well camouflaged in their
habitat or that disperse in lower densities.
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