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Many vessels destined f o r  the West Coast a re  b u i l t  i n  other parts 
of the country. However, i t  was f e l t  t ha t  virtually a17 these vessels 
would be manufactured by firms w i t h  national reputations or national 
advertising in publications such as The F i s h  Boat. 
were the most l ike ly  t o  be on the i n W a E t K i d e  l i s t ,  i t  was 
assumed t h a t  a l l  such vessels would be covered by surveying this l i s t .  

Since these firms 

Since our major object ive was t o  estimate the number of  new vessels 
which would  be entering West Coast f i she r i e s  i n  1979, an attempt was 

. made t o  achieve an exhaustive sample o f  boat builders. 
additional boatyards and boat builders on the West Coast were added t o  
the l i s t  by contacting West Coast Sea Grant Marine Advisors, West Coast 
Production Credit Associations, insurance companies, and by looking i n  
the yellow pages of coastal area phone books. 
phone numbers fo r  the builders, i t  was found t h a t  13 firms on our l i s t  had 
no telephone number. 
t h a t  they were no longer i n  business under tha t  name. 

f o r  telephone interviews contained 134 firms. 
the other 11 d i d  not answer the  phone. 
refused t o  be interviewed. 
interviewed f o r  a response r a t e  of 86.6%. 

Therefore, 

In the course o f  obtaining 

These were eliminated from the l i s t  on the assumption 

- The f ina l  l i s t  of probable West Coast boa t  builders t o  be contacted 

T h u s ,  of the  134 probable builders,  116 were 

Of these,  123 were contacted; 
Seven o f  the 123 people contacted 

In many coastal communities there  a re  vessels being constructed out- 
s ide  the established boatyards. 
boats could be a s ign i f i can t  portion of  the to ta l  vessel construction 
a c t i v i t y  on the West Coast, a f i e l d  investigation was undertaken t o  locate  
the builders of such boats and interview them. Approximately 6 man-weeks 
were spent i n  coastal communities from San Diego, Cal i fornia , to  
Bellingham, Washington. and 76 additional builders working on 202 vessels 
were interviewed. 

Since i t  was f e l t  t h a t  these "backyard" 

All telephone interviews of West Coast  builders were conducted by a - 
s ingle  interviewer. The telephone interviews f o r  the r e s t  of the country 
were conducted by this same interviewer working w i t h  one other interviewer. 
The survey questionnaire used i n  these interviews (see Appendix) contained 
12  questions,  most of which have no t  been used f o r  t h i s  report. The data 
presented here were obtained from the answers to  question 4. Vessels l e s s  
than 20 f e e t  in length were not considered, nor were support vessels such 
as seine skiffs. Tenders were included because their introduction i n t o  
f i s h e r i e s  such as the Alaskan salmon f ishery allow the limited number of 
licensed fishing.vesse1s t o  increase t h e i r  f i s h i n g  time. 

RESULTS 

The survey responses indicate  1,323 new commercial f ishing vessels 20 
f e e t  o r  over delivered o r  expected t o  be delivered i n  1979 f o r  use on the 
West Coast. 
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Table I shows the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the  1,323 boats t o  be delivered i n  
Since vessels having more t h a n  one k i n d  o f  1979 by l e n g t h  and gear type. 

gear en te r  the table  more than once, the  ver t ical  columns do not sum t o  
the t o t a l s  g i v e n  i n  the table .  

. Table I1  gives the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the same 1,323 vessels by gear 
type and area ( s t a t e )  where they expect t o  f i sh .  
designated f o r  more than one s t a t e ,  and s ince some vessels were only 
designated as "West Coast," neither the ver t ica l  columns nor the horizontal 
rows sum t o  the t o t a l s  g iven  i n  the t a b l e .  
h a l f  of the vessels intend tos f i sh  in Alaska. The'great majority of 
g i l l n e t t e r s ,  purse seiners ,  and crab boats a r e  indicated for Alaska. 
However, California shows more trawlers and t r o l l e r s  than Alaska. .Many o f  
Cal i forn ia ' s  t r o l l e r s  indicate  they intend t o  f ish albacore, b u t  make no 
reference t o  salmon. 

Since many vessels were 

Table I1  shows tha t  well over 

Tables-111-PI give a s ta te-by-state  breakdown o f  vessels by gear type 
combinations and length. 
of new boats a r e  combination boats. 

As these tab les  show, a substantial  percentage 

CONCLUSIONS 

The data presented here are.more suggestive than conclusive. 

However, no firm 

SimilarJy, no firm conclusions as t o  

They 
suggest, fo r  example, t h a t  the entry r a t e  of new -vessels into West Coast 
f i s h e r i e s  i s  very - h i g h ,  particul-arly i n  Alaska. 

'conclusions o r  projections on this subject  can be drawn without cansidering , 

h i s to r i ca l  r a t e s  as ye t  undetermined. 
growth r a t e s  of the to t a l  f l e e t  o r  of i t s  components can be drawn without 
considering the size o f  each component, the  age s t ruc ture ,  and the average 
f i s h i n g  l i f e  o f  vessels i n  each component. For example, the significance 
of the  large number o f  Bristol  Bay g i l l n e t t e r s  being delivered i n  1979 
cannot be evaluated without knowing how b i g  the f lee t  was i n  1978, how old 
the boats were a t  t ha t  time, the probabi l i ty  o f  needing replacement a t  each 

Much 
of this  type of data i s  avai lable  from the s t a t e  and federal governments, 
b u t  i s  not presented here: 

' age  , and,the fi-nancial his tory of l icensed Bristol  Bay g i l l ne t t e r s .  
- 

Table VI shows 26 new vessels over 90 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  w i t h  the capabi l i ty  
of f i s h i n g  e i t h e r  k i n g  crab or bottomfish. 
subs tan t ia l  harvest capabi l i ty  should the domestic Alaskan pollock f ishery 
develop-as many hope i t  w i  11. 

These vessels represent a 

I' 



TABLE I .  New Vessels t o  be Delivered i n  1979 fo r  West Coast Fisheries,  
i ncl ud i  ng A1 as ka 

Gear Type o r  
Target Species 
Purse Seine 
Beach Seine 
Trawl: Bottomfish 

Shrimp 
Mi dwa t e r  

Total Trawl 
G i  11 net 
Line: Longline 
Tro l l  
Sablefish 
Trap:  Crab 

Harpoon 
D i v i n g  O u t f i t  
Oyster Dredge 
Tender 
Freezer 
Processor 
Sportfisher 
It Comb i n a t  i on " 
Unclassified 

Lobster 

Total* 

Vessel Length 

20-50' 51-90 I 9 1- 130' Over 130 I Total 
115 

37 
24 

--- 
--- 
24 
606 
16 
187- 1/ 

5 
128 

1 
31 
15 

50 - -- 
59 
38 
8 
79 
2 
15 
4& 
8 
57 
-- 
1 

-- 

165 
37 
114 
39 
-8 

135 
608 
31 
233 
13 

2 6s' 
1 
32 
15 

2 
8 3 

-- 5 7 
13 -- 

1039 200 72 12 1323 
* 

L'Includes 57 'Isalmon" boats which d i d  not indicate  type of gear. 
Z'Includes 2 llsalmon" boats w h i c h  d i d  n o t  indicate  type of gear. 

d 

- + #  

A'Includes 46 boats specif ical ly  designated f o r  the k i n g  crab fishery.  However, 
. --.--based on vessel s i ze  and  area t o  be f ished,  there  a re  probably 208 new vessels 

destined for this fishery.  

*Exclusive of duplication 



TABLE 11. 

Gea r TY P 

New Vessels t o  be Delivered i n  1979 fo r  West Coast Fisheries, 
including Alaska 

or 
Target Species CA OR WA AK Unknown Total* 
Purse Seine 7 1 14 146 3 165 

37 Beach 'Seine --- 
Trawl : Bottomfish 39 31 24 43 18 114 

- -- - 5 5 32 

Shrimp 20 23 19 4 9 39 
M i  dwater 1 2 2 3 8 

Total Trawl 50 41 33 49 19 135 
Gillnet  24 2 114 469 50 608 
Line: Longline 9 4 1 15 2 31 

Trol l  100 29 34 83 26 23s'. 
Sabl e f  i s h 6 5 1 2 1 13 
Trap: Crab 21 21 18 197 17 26&' 

--- 

1 --- --- -- --- Lobster 1 
Harpoon 
Diving Outfi t  
Oyster Dredge 

50 2 52 Tender --- -- --- 
1 --- - 1  Freezer --- -- --- 
5 2 7 Processor --- -- --- 

Sportf i s her 9 3 13 1 
21 5 1 14 22 "Combination" - -- 

1 9 39 51 Uncl ass i f  ied 2 .  -- 

--- -- 

Total * 177 86 194 853 16 1 1323 

L'Includes 59 ''salmon" boats which d i d  n o t  indicate gear. 
Z'Includes 46 boats spec i f ica l ly  designated f o r  the king crab fishery. 

< 

However, 
based on vessel s i z e  and area t o  be fished, there a re  probably 208 new vessels 
destined for t h i s  f ishery.  i 

*Exclusive o f  duplication 



TABLE 111. Gear Type Combination and Length of New Vessels Entering 
California Fisheries i n  1979 

Gear Type o f  
Target Species 

Crab/ Dra g/S h ri mp 
Crab/Longline 
Crab/Longl ine/Seine 
Cra b/S h ri mp/Trol 1 
Cra b/Trol 1 
Drag 
Drag/Harpoon/Trol 1 
Dra g/S h r i mp 
Dra g/S h r i mp/Trol 1 
G i  11 net 
Gillnet/Harpoon 
G i  11 net/Harpoon/Trol 1 
Gillnet/Longline/Troll 
Gillnet/Seine/Troll 
G i  11 net/Troll 
Long1 i ne/Trol 1 
Sablefish 
Sablefish/Troll 
Troll 
Harpoon 
Harpoon/Sport 
Harpoon/Troll 
Midwater Trawl 
Shrimp 
Sei ne 
Seine/Trol 1 
Sportfisher 
D i v i n g  O u t f i t  
Lobster 
Unclassified 

Total 

.- Crab/Dive 

., 

Vessel L e n g t h  

20-50' . 51-90' 91-130' Over 130 ' T t a l  - 
6 
6 
1 
2 
2 
4 

23 
6 
2 
2 
1 
1 
11 

3 

2 
6 
3 

3 
3 

47 
- 3  

1 
10 
1 
8 
2 
1 
0 
6 

1 

L'Includes 6 "salmon" boats which d i d  not  indicate gear. 
, 



TABLE IV. Gear Type Combinations and Length of New Vessels Entering Oregon - 
Fisheries i n  1979 

Gear Type o r  
Target Species 
Beach Seine 
Crab 
Crab/ Drag 
Crab/Drag/Longline 
Crab/ Drag/S h r i mp 
Crab/Longl ine/Seine 
Crab/Sabl ef ish 
Crab/ S h r i mp 
Crab/Troll 
Shrimp 
Drag 
Drag/Mi dwater Trawl / 

Dra g/S h ri mp 
Drag/S hrimp/Trol 1 
Drag/Troll 
M i  dwater Trawl 
G i  11 net 
Long1 i ne 
Sabl ef i sh 
Sablefish/Troll 
Troll  
"Combination" 

Shrimp 

Total 

Vessel Length 

L'Includes 5 "salmon" boats w h i c h  d i d  not indicate  gear. 
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TABLE V. Gear Type Combinations and Length o f  New Vessels Entering Washington 
Fisheries in 1979 

Gear Type or 
Target Species 
Cra b/Drag 
Crab/Drag/Longline 
Cra b/Drag/Shri mp 
Crab/Gi 11 net 
Crab/Sei ne 
C rab/S h r i mp 
Crab/Troll 
Shrimp 
Drag 
Dra g/Sh ri mp 
Drag/Shrimp/Troll 
Drag/Troll 
Gi 11 net 
Gi 11 net/Trol 1 
Seine 
Beach Seine 
Sabl ef i s h 
Sportfisher/Troll 
Troll 
Oy s t e r D red ge 
"Combination" 
Unclassified 

Total 

Vessel Length 

20- 50 ' 51-90' 91-130' Over 130' To ta 1 
1 
1 

--- --- 1 --- 
-- --- --- 1 

L'Includes 3 "salmon/gillnet" boats. 

'/Includes 5 "salmon" boats which did not indicate gear. 
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TABLE VI. Gear Type Combinaticns and  Length o f  New Vessels Entering Alaska 
Fisheries i n  1979 

Gear Type or 
Target Species 
Crab . 
Crab/ Drag 
Crab/Drag/Longl ine 
Crab/Drag/Processor 
Crab/Drag/Seine 
Crab/Drag/Tender 
Crab/Gi 11 net 
Crab/Gillnet/Seine 
Crab/Gi 11 net/Longl i ne 
Crab/Longl ine/Se'ine 
Crab/Mi dwater Trawl/ 

Crab/ P ro ces so r 
Crab/Seine 
Crab/Seine/Tender 
Crsb/Shrimp 
Cra b/Tender 
Drag 
Drag/Troll 
Shrimp 
Seine 
Sei ne/Trol 1 
Beach Seine 
Beach Seine/Crab 
Catcher/Processor 
Freezer/Processor 
Gi 11 net 
G i  11 net/Longl ine/Trol ' 

G i  11 net/Trol 1 

Tender 

Vessel Leng th  

20-50 I 51-90' 91-130' Over 130 I Total 
5 52 
2 24 

3 

1 1 
7 

-- 

-- 
1 
5 
2 
5 
6 

2 
2 
69 
6 
1 
6 
6 
1 
3 

54 
1 

28 
4 
2 
1 

435 
1 

21  



TABLE VI. Gear Type Combinations and Length o f  New Vessels Entering Alaska 
Fisheries in 1979 

Gear Type o r  
Target Species 
Troll  . 

Sabl e f i  sh q 
Tender 
I' Comb i na t i on 'I 
Unc'l a s s i f i ed 

Tota l  

Vessel Length 

20-50' 51-90 I 91-130' Over 130' To t a  1 
-- 59 4"2/ 16' -- 

2 
35 
1 
7 

701 78 63 

.. 
-I'Includes 7 "salmon/gillnet" boats which d i d  not indicate gear. 

L'Includes 21  "salmon" boa t s  which d i d  n o t  indicate gear. 

Z'Includes 2 "salmon" boats -which did n o t  indicate  gear. 

11 853 



. APPEIdDIX - . . -  - 

Racord of -11s ( d s t e l t h e )  

#--U-.- 

~ ~ O ~ ~ ; - < f S m b O % ) *  "L si;l Catlllng Tor IIne N-L na-n~-U2klEJ-  - 
Service, v'nich is an agency in the G-S- Depar;rment of Camerce. We arc 

T e l  e _ a b  e: 

i .  telephme survey  of boatyards to dotermlna the number and type8 of 

ccmaercial f iehing  vessels that ,=re under construction, Wc need t h i s  

irdomarion because we art? tryiay to deternine the h p a c t  that t he  200- 

njla fisheries extended jurisdiction lav (the Fishery Conservat' i o n  and 
I 

Xanapwent Act of 1976) has had oa boat b u i l d i n g ,  The Congress is very 
E 

w c h  h t s r e s t e d  in t h h  l n f c m a t i o n  as are othars invulved in fisheries 

n233egment and dwelopnent.  I have a few questions I would l i k e  -to ask 

coIzcern2ng fis'bing vessel constnrction in your yard ,  All infusmatlofi ,  ' 

Of cmr3e, vlll be t r e a t e d  in strictest confidence, 

in 110 way reveal the auswers -gf indf.-Jldual respondmts. 

Survey r e s u l t s  w i l l  
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1. a) B w  aany c-ercial f i s h i n g  v + s s z l s  w i l l  y m r  yard deliver in 197?? 

b) E m  many or' thsse  are €or U.S. buyers? 

f oraign? 

How m m y  . 

. 2. Eou zmny vcsscls d i d  ycu deliver lest year i1!?';8>? 

a)  Dcuestic? 

b) Foreign? 

Hav =any do yc=u expect to dellvrr mxt year? (1980) 3. 

a) h a s t i c ?  - .  

b) Foreign? 
c 

. .  

4. Of the camercial  f ia 'n ing  vesse7.s that have been or iill be drllvergd 

O u r i x  1979 aed 1980 can you give. m e  a gmaral breakdown, L by size imd 

type, any i n fomua t ion  w where the vessels w i l l  be used, and average 

cost (v ich  standard equipem). 

First, - 
N m b e r  Fishery  . Av f ra!2 

( loca t ion)  C o s t  
' Let's cmsider vessels 

feet - 
betveen 20 and 50 

1979:  

, 
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Type :;umber . 
(location) c o s t  - 

-* Hex; 

> -  . . -  
Bet-Jam 50 feat - .  
and 90 f3st 

1979 : - . .  

. 1980: '.. - . 

mer 90 f e e t  
a n d  130 feet 

1979: 

1980: 

*-- 

I 
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Vessels wer  
130 feet 

1973:' 

1980: 

5 .  

6. 

7. 

. .  
- .  

Of the vesaels you will, delivcr fn 1979, can you i n d i c a t e  hou many 

(and what type) a r t  being f inanced (wholly or in part) through a 

g a v e r m e n t  p r q r a a ?  

. 
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Trps Nusib er - -  

Is your yard nch- operating at f u l l  capacity? If no, what percentage 

of capacity are y a  utilizkg? . If yes ,  how =any 
orders do you kzvs cha t  will be delivered after 1979? 

If I vere to cantracr: kdth yon today,  €or a vessel, 3hea would con- 

structicn m this veseel begin? 
. I  

__A .- 



c , . C .  

. .  

to d d i 7 e r ?  

. . .  

. -  . .  

. . >  . . . .  _ . . _  . 
. . . . . . . . . .  
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