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INTRODUCTION

This Atlas is designed to provide the
public wit h a guide to locations and
characteristics of permitted artificial
reefs c~instructc~l for fishing and diving
purposes in Flcirida's exiastal waters.

A l 979 version  Map-9! listed reefs
bascwf on permit applications filecl with
fedc ra l and s tate regula tory agencies.
This Atlas has lieen updatecl to include reefs
whose existencc has been confirmed by
knowledgeable local sources. Unconfirmed
data werc uscwl in a few areas where local
informaticin was not available or was in-

complr te, but where permit records or othe.r
information still in<licated the existence of a

reef, Inaccurate data may be included clue
to these rc ascins and the user is thus infcirrn-
ed of this possiliilitv.

Thi» Atlas also clil'fers from the l 979 ver-

sion in that the best available Loran-C
coordinates for each reef are listed. Users
are cauttoned, however, that these coordi-
nates may or may not be ccirrec teel fcir pic>t-
ting pcisitions on nautical el<arts. TIGRIS
ATLAS IS NOT INTENDFD FOR
NAVIGATION P URPOSF'S, Correct icin fac-
tcirs shou}d lie cletermined liy getting time
differences for several fixed positions, such
as channel markers or day beacons, and by
averaging each secondary reading, The cor-
rection factors should be applied to the
hsted nxwdfnates to determine chart Loran-
C pcisitian. Of th» several ways that Loran-C
radio navigation can assist users, its
repeatable accuracy, once adjusted for local
correction factors. is more important than
absolute accura< y.

Further infcirmation on Loran-C can be
obtained from the U.S. 6~st Guard by re-
questing th» loran-C Users Handbocik
f X!MDTINST M I 6562.3!.

Users of this Atlas are also alerted to the
fa«t that the coordinates listed may zero in

on a marker buov on or adjacent to th< r~f
or may center on one corne r <ir c nd buciy
a reef. A depth finder shciuld be u~
accurately determine reef contciurs and opti
mum f is h in g s it es.

Users may alsci fincl a slight <leviaticni be
tween listed longituele-latitude cuordinates,
and Loran-C coordinates if exact chart over-
lays are macle. The ccxirdinates may also not
align precisely with reefs noted on National
Ocean Survey navigation charts. The coor-
clinates are listed as reported by the best
available local information sources. Differ-

ences can result from varying local record-
ing procedures. Users are advised to consult
loca I fi shing clubs, guides, ma rinas,
Ch;imbers of Commerce and sportswriters
tci ccinfirm specific fishing and diving sites
svhen questions arise, A directory of persons
and organizations concerned wit'h artificial
reefs in Flcirida  MAFS-35! is available from
the Florida Sea C rant Marine Advisory Pro-
gram  see back cover! or from local County
Ccxiperative Extension Service offices.

The survey leading to this publication was
ccincluctecl <luring late I 982 «nd does not in-
clude reef» permitted and constructed dur-
ing I983. The survey methodology con-
sisted of mailings, telephone and personil
contacts, archive searches anti loc.al Marine

Advisory Program assistance. Gratitude is
expressed to those persons and organizations
who provided local information. Neither the
authors nor the Florida Sea Grant College
Program can accept responsibility for the
complete accuracy of the data containecl
herein,

The maps and charts that appear in the
Atlas were ccinstructed by Paula Rose of the
F lort la Resources and Environmental
Analysis Center located at Florida State'
University Tallahassee Florida
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OTHEB SOURCFS OF INFOBMAT1ON

Except as noted, the following publica-
tions are available, free of charge, from
the marine advisory agent at local Coun-
ty Extension Offices, or from the Marine
Advisory Program, G022 McCarty Hall,
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL
3261 1.

1. For more information on reefs � "Arti-
ficial Reefs," a slide show produced by
Florida Sea Grant College. Arrange-
ments for v iewing may be made with the
marine advisory agent at local County
Fxtension Offices, or the show may be
borrowed from Motion Picture Services,
Bldg. 116, IFAS, University of Florid,
Gainesville, FL 32611.

2. For siting and evaluation � "Artificial
Beef Site Selection and Fvaluation," a
Marine Advisory Fact Sheet. MAFS-20.

3. For construction of a buoy � "Construc-
tion of an Artificial Reef Buoy," a
Marine Advisory Fact Sheet. MAFS-9.

For the location of artificial and natural
reefs in Florida � "Beef Atlas," a Marine
Advisory Bulletin. MAP-9.

5. For local contacts � "Directory of
Organizations and Persons Concerned
with Artificial Reefs in Florida," a
Marine Advisory Fact Sheet. MAFS-35.

6, For construction of an artificial
reef � "Financial and Technical
Assistance for Artificial Fishing Reefs,"
a Department of Natural Resources Fact
Sheet, may be obtained from the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 3900 Com-
monwealth Blvd., Tallahassee, FL
32203.

7. Conference Proceedings:
a!"Artificial Reefs in Florida," pro-
ceedings of a conference held in 1977
in St. Petersburg, FL. Sea Grant
Report No. 24.

b!" Artificial Beefs," proceedings of a
conference held in Daytona Beach,
FL, September, 1979. Sea Grant
Report No, 41.  For sale � $3,00.
Make check payable to Univ. of
Florida. Florida residents add 5%
sales tax. Order from the Marine Ad-
visory Program, G022 McCarty
Hall, University of Florida,
Gainesville, FL 32611!.



INTFRFSTINC FACTS ON ARTIFICIAL REEFS IN FLORIDA

prior to 19S0
1950 - 1960

1960 - 1970

1970 - 1980

1980 to date

unknown

3 I
15

92

36

26

more.

15

Florida is the leading state in the
number of permitted artificial reefs, with
173 confirmed or otherwise documented.
Several other states do, however, lead
Florida in the actual number and variety of
midwater fish attracting devices in use.

The first reef permit on file is dated
November, 1918.

The hea v iest reef const ruct i <in occurred
during the 1970's when 92 reefs were per-
rnittcd and activated, On the basis of

records in this report the trend in construc-
tion has been:

A marked change has occurred in the
type of reef materials used. In earlier days
the availability and easy transport of
surplus auto tires led to heavy use of these as
convenient and inexpensive reef building
materials. Surplus small craft and house-
hold plumbing, cooking, and refrigerating
appliances were also popular m aterials.
However, corrosion, siltation, and storm-
related turbulence often caused thes< reefs
to deteriorate completely or to be dispersed
to the point of ineffectiveness.

The most recent trend has been to use
more stable materials such as cast concrete,
bridge rubble, cul vert materials, large
storage tanks, porcelain fixtures, decommis-
sioned vessels and barges, and similar
corrosion-resistant materials.

Several of the larger reefs have been
constructed from Liberty ships, or similar
large transport vessels. Most recently the
first complete oil and gas drilling jacket and
platform were deposited in two sections off-
shore of pensacola, Florida. An earlier
petroleum template had been deposited in
the northern GulF near Carabelle, Hopeful-
ly, these two contributions to Florida's
fishing environment will be the forerunner
of others from petroleum-producing com-
panies.

Several experimental research reefs
have been deployed off both the Atlantic
and Gulf coasts of Florida. These have been

of Japanese manufacture arid are being
monitored to determine their effe< ti~eness

and adaptabilit< to Florida's warm waters.
 Thev are not included i<i this publication.!

The Dad< County area leads the state in
llie number of maintai<ied artificial reefs
t31!; other heavilv reef« 1 areas inclu<le thc
waters off Duval, Pinellas, and Okaloosa
c< iunt ies. Only t w'o counties on the east
coast and two on the gulf < oast have no reefs
<rn record, with all others having one or
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