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Step One:
Planning the Net

First, think about what type of fishing you can
expect. The standard net is 100 fathoms of
web hung onto 50 fathoms of corkline. This is
a 2;1 ratio of web to corkline length. The net is
hung "even."

If fishing is expected to be heavy, you may
want to hang the net "out" a bit  on the
corkline, hangings will be Y8 to '/s in. longer! to
spread the web and make it easier to pick up
the fish  Figure 1!. Less web is hung on 50
fathoms of line, Hanging a net "out" makes the
diamond in the mesh square so that the fish
pop out of the net more easily. Herring gillnets
are hung "out" to accommodate the high
volume of fish caught in them.

Figure I

Figure 2

But hanging will vary with the type of fish
caught; the species of salmon; whether you are
fishing a setnet or a driftnet; whether you
expect the run to be weak or strong; whether
there will be much current, weeds, or snags;
and how the net will be pulled by hand,
power roller, or reel.

Setnets are anchored to the beach and
generally take more of a beating from wave
action and floating debris than do driftnets.
Most salmon setnetters use larger diameter
corklines, /~ or /s in., more Aotation, and a
heavy leadline, 175 to 300 lbs, to hold the net
steady in strong tidal ar wave action.

Driftnets and most setnets usually have a
leadline that is hung from 3% to 8% longer
than the corkline to offset the stress of being
pulled by a power reel and to prevent rollups
when it drags on the bottom. Hanging a longer
leadline means making the hanging knots
farther apart. In Bristol Bay and on the
Copper River Delta, for example, this is
generally r~ to /~ in. longer per hanging than
the corkline.

Often if you are scratch fishing, when the run
is weak and every fish counts, or if you want to
snag kings in a sockeye net, you will hang
more web onto the corkline  net is hung "in"!
 Figure 2!. The hanging knots will be closer
together, about '/8 to '/2 in. or so per hanging on
the corkline. This results in a loose diamond,
making the net baggier. Fish hitting a loose
net will entangle themselves instead of bounc-
ing away, as they would from a taut net.

If you are fishing in an area with a lot of
seaweed or floating debris in the water, or in
big ocean surges, a weedline can be used. A
weedline is hung onto the web and then tied
below the corkline, creating some open space
that allows the weeds to pass through the net.
It also prevents the net from shaking in rough
weather, by creating a space between a bound-
ing corkline and the web.

Think about these specifics before you get
started, and ask fishermen, net hangers, and
net salesmen to find out what works best in

your region. It will help you buy the parts to
the net and to calculate your hanging distance
before you start your net.



Web

Leadline Figure 8

Step Two:
Buying Supplies

You will need web, leadline, corkline, corks,
weedline  if necessary!, hanging twine,
needles, aud some type of hanging setup,
either a board or a bench or a good spot in
your backyard. A yardstick and some black
electrician's tape are also helpful.

Salmon gillnets are machine-made from
inultifilament strands of nylon. Herring
gillnets are monofilament  one strand nylon!.
Monofilarnent mesh is generally accepted as
extremely efficient at killing fish since light
passes through the single filament, making
the net virtually invisible to the fish. In an
attempt to reduce fishing efficiency, monofila-
ment salmon web has been prohibited in
Alaska,

Until 1982, most salinon gillnets were
"supercrystal," a web composed of many
filaments of nylon wound together. Lately,
many fishermen have started using a web that
consists of at least six strands of nylon fila-
ment surrounding a center core of the remain-
ing required strands. Each new web is another
attempt to duplicate the efficiency of monofila-
ment gear, Center-core web does sacrifice
strength for the increased light passage. Some
fishermen fishing in silty water still use the
stronger supercrystal for the nets.

Mesh size will vary with species of fish you are
targeting. Mesh size is measured by the
"strength mesh" distance, To find the mesh
size, take the top and bottom knots of one
diamond in the mesh and pull them apart so
that both sides of the diamond are together
 Figure 3!. The distance from the top of the top
knot to the top of the bottom knot is the mesh
size. Breaking strength of the web and color
will also vary with the species you are catch-
ing and where you are fishing. The depth of
the net will depend on where you are fishing
and what the regulations are in that region.

The length of the web used to hang a
50-fathom shackle of gear will depend how
loose or taut you want your net to be � if you
are hanging it "in" or out" or "even." Standard
or "even" is to hang 100 fathoms of web on a
50-fathom line. But you can hang more or less
web on the line. Ask around in your area.

Leadlines are made of braided polypropylene
over a flexible lead core. The standard leadline
will come in a 55- or 110-fathom length.
Leadlines are ordered by weight of a 100-
fathom piece of line. Weights can vary from 30
to 300 lbs per 100 fathoms. A leadline that
weighs 140 lbs or less has a breaking strength
of 800 lbs. Heavier leadline has a breaking
strength of 1,500 lbs. A river leadline is also
made that has a weaker breaking strength to
break away from snags more easily.

The weight of the leadline will affect how the
net fishes and will vary considerably from

fishery to fishery. In Bristol Bay, for example,
fishermen use leadlines froin 120 to 200 lbs to
drift for sockeye salmon. Sockeye gear in
Prince William Sound uses 90 to 110 lbs for
the leadline. Setnetters often use heavier

leadlines to hold the net down in strong tides.
On the other hand, a king net that drags
bottom drifhng down the Yukon River will
need a lighter leadline. The final decision
depends on where and how you fish. Ask
around.



Corkline

Corks

Figure 4

Needles

Corkline is braided polypropylene line varying
both in thickness and in how stiff it is to
handle, Generally, a stiffer corkline holds the
net straighter, but is harder to handle for hand
pulling and setting. A larger diameter corkline
is also easier to handle, Most new corklines
come in 55- or 165-fathoin lengths allowing
you some extra to finish off with loops at the
end.

Corks are made of closed-cell foam, either PVC
 polyvinyl chloride! or the newer EVA
 ethylvinyl acetate!. They vary in both size
and buoyancy � salmon corks usually have
21 oz of buoyancy, herring corks are smaller
with 11 oz of buoyancy. The amount of flota-
tion needed depends on the weight of the
leadline and the amount of fish you expect in
your net. Too much buoyancy will cause the
net to shake in the water. A good rule of thumb
for salmon driftnets is to have 2 to 2'4 times
the amount of buoyancy as weight in the
leadline. Setnets will often use even more

flotation. A high volume driftnet fishery such
as Bristol Bay will use more flotation because
of the weight of the fish. Herring nets are
sunken gillnets and so require less buoyancy.
They should be generally N to 'r'~ as buoyant as
the weight of the leadline.

Hanging Twine

Hanging twine is made of braided nylon, It is
designed to shrink about 12% to 15% when it
gets wet. This will cinch up the hanging knots.
For driAnets, use a lighter hanging twine for
the leadline than the corkline. This allows the
hanging to break free if the leadline gets
caught on a snag.

Most drift fishermen use a No. 21 hanging
twine on the corkline and a No, 18 or No. 15 on
the leadline, although some use No. 15 on the
corkline and No. 12 on the leads. Setnetters
often use heavier hanging twine � No. 24 for
example, and use the same strength for both
the corkline and leadline. Some net hangers
soak their loaded net needles in cold water
before hanging to make the knots slip less as
the twine shrinks and to keep the twine from
soaking up moisture from their hands.

There are two types of net needles, flat and
Norwegian style, and both come in various
sizes. Norwegian needles are used more often
and are easier to load, Professional net hang-
ers use automatic needle loaders.

Norwegian needles and hanging twine are
shown in Figure 4; cork and corkline are
pictured in Figure 5.

Figure 5



hanging ratio �.4!
= 6,41 or 6'�' in.

= 2.29

= 6.68 or 6'P« in.

Step Three:
Determining the
Hanging Ratio

Determining the hanging ratio and hanging
distance is critical in constructing a gillnet
that fishes successfully.

Hanging length of web
Ratio length of line

mesh numbers
Hanging size of meshes
Distance hanging ratio

The hanging ratio is the length of web divided
by the length of the corkline or leadline. The
standard is to hang 100 fathoms of web on 50
fathoms of corkline. The hanging ratio is 2:1,

The hanging distance is how far apart to tie
the hanging knots. Determining the hanging
ratio and hanging distance is critical in
constructing a gillnet that fishes successfully,

Determining the hanging distance for a
standard net with a hanging ratio of 2:1 is
simple. First decide how many meshes you
will pick up between each knot. In general,
pick up two meshes when hanging a king
salmon net and three meshes when hanging
other salmon nets. On leadlines, the general
rule is to pick up two meshes and skip one. To
calculate the hanging distance, measure the

stretched length of the number of meshes
 both picked up and skipped! between each
knot and divide by two.

For example, suppose you are hanging 100
fathoms of sockeye web with a mesh size of 5V~
in. on 50 fathoms of corkline, To find your
hanging distance, multiply 5~fs by 3 and take
half of that distance. Your hanging distance
will be 7'V« in.

If you want to hang your net "in"  more web on
50 fathoms of corkline! or "out <less web on 50
fathoms of line!, both the hanging ratio and
the hanging distance will change.

For exainple, suppose you wanted to hang 120
fathoms of that same 5'r'~-in. sockeye gear on a
50-fathom length of corkline, The hanging ratio
of web to line would now be 120 to 50 or 2.4.

length of web
�20 fathoms!

hanging ratio� � 2.4
length of corkline

! 50 fathoms!

To find hanging distance, first multiply the
mesh size by the nuinber of meshes you are
picking up between knots, Multiplying 5~/~ by 3
gives you 15'rs, or 15.40 in. Then divide that by
the hanging ratio of 2.4. 15.40 divided by 2.4
equals 6.51 in. or about 6'Is in. between hang-
ing knots on the corkline. Use the conversion
table  Figure 6! to convert decimals to inches.
Notice that the hanging distance between
knots is less than in an evenly hung net. Since
you are hanging more web on the same length

of line, the knots are closer together. In other
words:

hanging distance =
mesh size � iH' x number of meshes �!

Leadlines on most nets are 3'7c to 8~i<- longer
than the corkline. This means that the hang-
ing distance will be greater � the knots will be
farther apart. Generally, leadline hanging
distances are usually ~l~ to ~14 in. greater than
corkline hanging distance, The leadline
hanging distance can be calculated by first
adding 3'7i to 8% to the leadline length. For
example, add 5~1<, or 2.5 fathoms to the
leadline. Now you have a line length of 52,5
fathoms,

120 fathoms
hanging rat,io

52.5 fathoms leadline

5 ~I', x 3
hanging distance =

2.3

The hanging knots on the leadline will be 6'NA
in. apart, about N in. farther apart than the
knots on the corkline

Let's do another example. Herring nets gener-
ally are hung with 75 fathoms of web on a
50-fathom line. Dividing the web length by the
corkline length gives you a hanging ratio of 1.5.



75 fathoms web
hanging ratio�

50 fathoms corkline

= 1,5

Now, let's say that your herring net has a
mesh size of 2'A in. Usually, with herring nets,
pick up four meshes and skip one, Multiply 2'rz
in. by five meshes and divide by 1.5. Your
hanging distance will be 8.3 or 8'/in in,

2~., in. x 5 meshes
hanging distance

1.5

= 8,33 or 8/� in.

You can figure out how many hangings you
will have on the line by converting your line
distance to inches and dividing by the hanging
length. For the herring net, 50 fathoms of line
converts to 3,600 in, Dividing by an 8'r'i~-in.
hanging distance shows that there will be 434
hangings on that line.

Knowing the nuinber of hangings will tell you
how often to tie on a cork. If you have 85 corks
to hang on the herring net, divide 434 by 85.
You will tie on a cork every fifth hanging.

Figure 6



Figure 7

Step Four:
Hanging the Net

Before you go on, check and see if you have
made these decisions:

~ How much web to hang on 50 fathoms of line
and its depth

~ Weight of leadline

~ Diameter and type of corkline

~ Strength of hanging twine for lead and
corkline

+ How many corks to use

~ Whether or not to use a weedline

~ The hanging distance between the knots for
the cork and leadline

~ How often to tie on a cork

Start by getting set up on a hanging board or
bench. A hanging bench is a simple, low bench
equipped with a movable arm to adjust for
hanging distances  Figure 7!. Some benches
have a second adjustable arm that acts as a
guide for the hanging drop distance from the
web to the line.

Gather the web together with a line about 10
meshes in from the edge and tie it up to a
beam or any other strong spot in your work
place. The heavier twine at the top and the

bottom edges of the web is called the selvage.
These are the meshes you pick up in hanging
the net, Move the bench or board to the right
distance from the selvage. The hanging drop
distance will be set by the distance from the
bench to the selvage. If you are using a bench,
set the V-bar at the proper hanging distance
from the nail. As you go along, put the last
knot you tied into the V and tie the next knot
right at the spot that the line meets the nail
 Figure 8!.

A hanging board is a piece of wood about 12 to
20 ft long set at a height that is comfortable to
work at while standing  Figure 9!, Lay some
masking tape down the center line of the
board and mark it with the proper hanging
distance, The lead or carkline is then laid on
the board and the web is gathered and tied up
with the selvage accessible. The meshes are
picked up and a knot is tied at every mark, as
you walk backward slowly, When a stretch is
completed, the last knot on the line is brought
up to the first mark and the process is re-
peated.

Of course, there are many creative ways to set
up a hanging operation. Some fishermen hang
their nets by spreading their entire line and
web out on a flat open space. Many nets have
been hung by tying the web to a tree in the
backyard on a nice day or up to the ceiling of a
living room.

Accuracy and consistency in both the distance
between knots and the drop distance from line
to web are very important. It is a good idea to
check the first few knots with a ruler, and again
every so often as you go along  Figure 10!,
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The Knot: Style 2
Rolling Hitch
Another cornrnon knot. is the "rolling hitch."
Pass the twine around the line and make a
cross  Figure 18!. Now do that again so that
you have two wraps around the line  Figure
19!. Hold the twine down with your thumb and
index finger. Throw a loop to the left. and on
top of the line  Figure 20!. Bring the needle
underneath the line and through the loop
 Figurc 21!. Yank hard on the needle to cinch
up the knot  Figure. 22!,

The knots should tic on the linc facing the
web. On the corkline, they should be on the
bottom of thc line. On the leadline, the knots
will be on the top of the line.

Figurc 21
Figurc 19

Figure 22
Fi pure 20

Figurc 18



Figure 23

Figure 24

Hanging the Corkline

Fir st of all, get set up, If it is a new corkline on
a reel. tie the reel up and make sure the line
rolls off from above to avoid trA~sts. An old line

will stay free of tv, ists if it is coiled in a
figure-eight in a tub or box before you begirr, or
if'you run it through a pulley as you go. You
might want to mark the line or the hanging
hoard so y<>u will have a reminder of where to
put your corks,

String all the corks on the line. Remember, you
have already determined how many corks are
needed and their spacing across the net, There
are a f«~ vvays to helen the corkline. One
possibility is to tie a 'pendant" hanging  Figure
23 i. Tie a knot. pick up 6 to 12 meshes and
double- or triple-tie them hack at the same
I nor. This viill add strength lo the «dgr of tlu
net. B«srrrx to tie these nreshes the same

di: rarice f'rxrm the corklinc as the hanging dr ip
distarr«e. Then bcpn hanfvrrg bv tying two
corks hr a ri>w rind go on from there v ith the
correct cork spacing. Often fishermen will tie
one or t~vo red corks here, and another in the
rniddle of a 50-fathom .hackle of gear for
r.eference points when setting or pulling the net.

Some fishermen v ill tie on two corks hefore
picking up any web, as both a marker and for
added buoyancy. Still other fishermen pick up
the exl.ra beginning meshes in the first hang-
ing under the first cork and then double- or
t.riple-t.ie that hanging.

A lot of fishermen will double-tie the corks to
the line, Double-tying prevents the cork from
sliding and wearing out the hanging knots and
keeps the corks stationary when the net is
pulled by a power roller or reel. To double-tie a
cork, tie a knot on the corkline, slide up a cork,
pass the twine over the cork and tie it, bring
the twine back to the original knot and tie it,
pick up the meshes, bring the twine back over
the cork, tie your final hanging knot�and go on
 Figure 24!.

In hanging most salmon driftnet, gear, three
meshes are picked up in betv'een each knot as
you go along. In hanging king salmon nets.
pick up two meshes to compensate for the
large mesh size in king gear, Again, this will
vary setnetters often do rt differently. Ask
a~ound.

The corkline is hung cl<rse to the web to
prevent fish from swimming through, but not
so close that it keeps the net f'rom hanging
straight. generally a minimum of 8'r in. fr orn
corkline to web. Keeping the drop distance of
the hanging consistent across the net is
important. Remember to allow for twine
shrinkage when the net gets wet.

From this point, hanging a corkline generally
proceeds on the same pattern: pick up three
meshes, check the distances, tie a knot, pick
up the next three meshes, pick up a cork at
the proper interval and double-tie it, pick up
three meshes, tie a knot, and so on.
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Figurc 26
Figurc 25

The legal length of a net is measured on the
corkline, from one end of the web to the other.
You will have reached the end of the 50 fath-
oms of net when you arrive at the last cork,
allowing for two corks at both the beginning
and end. Finish the same way you began, by
double- or triple-tying 6 to 12 meshes at the
end � or however you began the corkline. Then
if you have extra web, cut it straight down to
the other end. Your net will nov be legal-sized
and you will have the appropriate amount of
web to use on the leadlinc.

Hanging the Leadline
Before hanging the leadline, readjust the
bench or board to the new hanging distance as
calculated in Step Three, if it is dif'fcrent. For
inany nets. you will be adding a bit to thc
hanging distance to end up with a leadline
that is about 3r< to 8~c longer than the
corkline.

Generally, when hanging a leadline you should
pick up two meshes and skip one, although
setnetters or people hanging king gear often
do not skip any  Figure 25!. For a driftnet, to
prevent rolling, use a drop distance of 10 to 11
in. Shorter drop distances  about 6 to 8 in.! are
often used with setnets.

Driftnetters will usc a lighter hanging twine
on the leadline than on the corkline � Nos. 18,
15, or 12. Setnetters often use the same
strength on both cork and leadline.

Again, hang the leadline so that, it rolls off the
spool from above, or if it is old, coil it in a

figure-eight or run it through a pulley. Even a
quarter- or half-twist can cause major rollups
and time-consuming kinks in the net. Most
leadlines have a "tracer," a color line woven
into the braid that you can watch for twists as
the line is hung,

Pick up 6 to 12 meshes in the first and last
hanging and tic a "pendant" hanging by either
double- or triple-tying them to the same knot.
Be sure to leave a short bit. of leadline at the
end for finishing.



Step Five:
Finishing Up

Hanging the Breastline

Brea»thne» «r«optional, but ar«us d to
strengthen thc net and protect against tearing
from the sid«s r Fi nrre 26>. Thev ar'e particu-
larly useful in high-vol urrr« fr»hcr ic» wh«r «a
rip in thv sidv of the n< t c<>uld cause the net tn
tear acro»s the rniddle. 1 se a braided nylon
twin«. h«aviv<' than hanging tain«. A Xo. 60 i .
often used, or any seine tv ine is okay.

The br-ca»tlin  i» usually ti«d with;i "sider''
knot t<> e!. ery mesh on nets up tn 45 n!eshvs
deep, although many fishermen just tie
brea»tlin« t<> «very fourtlr or  if'th l r!nr on thv
>< ay down. On deeper rivi», thv tnp 1:> ni. 2 !
meshes arv Tied. then every third or so m«. h I.
tl .'d dnwrr th«rl«t. Th« 'r!d n  thv l>l  '«»tlill«1»

tied tn hntb thv cnrklinv and I«adlrne. leai ing
enough slack»o that the riet harrgs r.o its
proper length.

The length of the brea»tlirrc should b««t lea»t
as deep as the stretched dvpth nf'the net. Th>s
will prevent the hreastline f'rom shrinking and
lifting the leadline up on thc sides.

Ending the Corkline and
Lead. line

or buoy. Tn f'<>rrn the loop. just double the
cnrkline back on itself'tn the desired iz«,

allover ing;i tn 8 in. to ov«rlap beyond thc loop
r Figure 2 r !. Whip the cnd tn the corkline with
a series of half hitches. Cover the ragged edge
v ith black «1«ctrician's tape.

The lcadline traditionally is ended by attach-
ing it to a f'an belt or something similar
i Figure 28 '. '1'he f'an belt helps pull the end of
the leadline out as it is tossed over «nd pre-
verrts the end nf'thc lvadline 1'rnm cnniing back
through the web. Ju»t overlap the end of the
leadline around a good portion o ' the f'an bolt.
Whip thv twn together and cov< r the ragged
en d s vvith black tape.

Repairing Breaks in the
Corkline or Leadline

Ynu may have to join t~vn ends of';r cork or
le«dlinv that br«ak whil« ishing. Th  .-irr!pl »t
vvay to repair a break in the leadline is tn
remove the leads from the broken cnd. a fcw

inchvs back. Then overlap thv trav<> ends, ~hip
them together and cover the ragged edges <vith
black tape s<> they do not hang up in the vveb.
Thi» method shortens thv 1«adline slightly.

Another method is to take a spare piece nf
leadline about 8 to 10 in. long and remove the
leads. Then "milk" the ends of the broken

leadline into the empty pi c«of'line. Each «rid
is ther> whipped and taped.

The corkline is cndcd b!r- f'nrming a loop at the
end of the line that can be attached to a

car«1>incr or other attachment to the fow line

A broken corkline is connected with a double

overhand knot. Overlap the ends nn thv
 nrkline and whip and tape them.



A wecdiine is used hy fishermen in regions
that, have a lot of seaweed or floating debris
  Figure 29!. It is also useful in stormy areas
since the space created between the weedline
and corkline prevents too much movement. in
the net from bobbing corks. Hanging a
weedline is a time-consuming addition to
constructing a gillnet.

The first step is to hang the v eedline to the
v, eb. Use hoIIow-braid polypropylene for the
weedline. either dark green or yel1ow, about V~
to '~ in. diameter. Hang it to the web just, as
you would the corkline. beginning and ending
with a pendant hanging. The weedlinc is
normally hung even � at a 2:I ratio of web to
weedline. Hang the weedline at least three
fathoms longer than the corkline. Most fisher-
rnen hang it with No, 15 or 18 hanging twine,
Two feet of weedline should be left before the
first hanging so that the weedline can be tied
to the corkline,

Figure 29

The kine should be carefully checked for twists
as it is hung, The drop length is variable
depending on the area fished � too much will
allow the fish to sv~m through, too little will
cause problems when the twine shrinks.

The next step is to prepare the corks and
corkline, Figure out how far apart the corks
will be on the corkline by dividing the line
length by the number of corks. Take one cork,
thread it <>n the corkline. Take about 60 to 70
in. of a heavier twine  No. 36 or 42! and tie it
in a loop with a double overhand knot  Figure
30!. Use it to tie the cork to the corkline Figure 30
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Herring Nets

Figure Jo  confi»uedr

leaving a 1<>op  "dropper'i in the middl» of the
cork, hanging down. The dropper should bc
snug on the cork and should hang about 7 to 8
in. below the cor k. Continue tying on the corks
at the correct spacing. After the proper nurn-
ber of corks are tied, the corkline is attached
to the weedlinc. The end of the weedline is tied
to the corkline between the. first two corks.
Bring the weedline around the corkline and
splice it back into itself. I,ine up the wcedline
so that the first hanging is even with the first
dropper.

The weedline should be slightly loriger than
the corkline to prevent tension on this weaker
linc when pulling in the net, To determine the
amount of w»edline to stretch bvtw»vn vach
cork, most fishermen add sort>cv here b»tween
', ~ and 1'-' in, of weedline to the distance

between each cork. To do thi rind . till h;ivv

enough wvcdl>n» and web to r'each the entire
50-fathom shackle of gear, »nine extra

we»dline must be hung. For' example. if'you
add i in. to the distance between the corks
when stretching thc weedline f'rom c<>rk t,o
cork, about 51 fathoms of v<»cdlinv and 102
fathonis of web are nccdcd to hang 50 fathoms
of corkline, If I 'r'. in. i» added, you must hang
52 fathoms of weedlin» i 104 fathoms of web!.

At the proper distance. each dropper is spliced
to the weedline  use a fid or a rug hook> and
tied  Figure 30i. Then stretch the weedline the
length needed to the next cork and continue
tying on the corks.

Drop distances between corkliric and wcedline
will vary, from 3 to 7 in. in niost areas. For

; urge gear  stormy w:»athcr> the wcedline is
tied close r t<> thv corks.

Tie of'f'thc cnd of the w»»dlin» as you began.

Herring nets are "diving" nets or sunken
setnets designed to fish on the bottom. Flota-
tion for herr ing gillnets should only be enough
to keep the net upright in t.he water whether
nr not it is 1'ull of fish. r lost herring gillnets
usc srrraller corks, each with about 11 oz of
buoyancy. A good rule of'thumb for herring
nets is to usc about two thirds to three quar-
ters the amount of buoyancy as weight in t.h»
leadline.

F<>r examplr... uppose you are usin ' a 150-lb
leadline on a»0-fathom hvrring nct, Th<
;ictual lv;icllinc w'ill w eigh >:> Ihs, . ince 150 Ibs
» ha»cd on a 100-f'athom length of'line. Since
h< rring corks hav» 11 oz ol'buoyancy, HO corks
would bc about right. I'lighty corks v ould have
&HO oz or 5» lbs of buovancv.

In hanging, pick up four meshes and skip one
or pick up five and skip onc, %lost fishermen
hang their. herring nets "out" quite a bit
because of the high volume of' their catch and
because the fish are shaken from the net, not

picked. Refer to Step Three f'o r a good example
of calculating a hanging distance for herring
nets. The lcadline is norniallv up to 10c<
longer. thaii thv corkline. especially if using
hydraulic shakers, since a slack leadlinc
makes it easier i.o drop the fish. Hc rring corks
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are usually not double-tied. A drop distance of
about 7 in. on the lcadline is common.

WIost fishermen usc a heavy lcadlinc, about
200 lbs. and a smaller-diameter corkline.
Hanging twine is usually the same for cork
and leadline; a Ko, 150 or 18 is good.

arse a heavy breastline on herring nets since
they will have a tendency to rip through the
sides when loaded.

Figure 31
Some herring net. include a "shaker panel," a
large open area sewn longitudinally in the
rniddle of the net that allows the herring to
fall thr'ough when shaking the nct.

There are several basic ways to put. a shaker
panel into a herring nel,. Perhaps the simplest
is to tie a length of king salmon. web in thc
middle of two halves of the nct  Figure 31!.
The Canadian-style shaker is simply lacing
two halves of the net together r Figure 32!.
Keep the tw.o halves about 14 to 15 in. apart.
Pick up four meshes at the beginning of each
side with hanging twine and then zigzag
between the two halves of net. Every 3 ft or so,
tie the twine to the meshes to keep the panel
intact if one part of it rips,

Fi gure 32

Another method is more labor-intensive but.
probably results in a stronger shaker panel.
The panel is hung !ike a weedline hy laying a
!'»-in. poly line down the middle of the sepa-
rated tv'o halves of the net. There is about a

1-ft drop above and below the green line. Then
just hang the poly line to both halves of the
net IFigure 32t


