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This annual report for the period 1 January-31 December 2020 contains summary 
data of fishing effort and catch statistics as reported on longline log sheets for Hawaii 
and California-based pelagic longline vessels. Data in this report originate from the 
PIFSC Information Management System (Oracle) table 
LLDS_RPT_STATS_HC20210915_RFMO, representing RFMO data received as of 
15 September 2021. Catch and effort statistics are based on date of longline haul. 
When a statistic (number of vessels, trips) involves dates of haul in two summary 
periods (i.e., years, semi-annual, quarters), the item is counted in both summary 
periods. Thus, a trip total is for “partial and completed” trips. As such, these 
statistics are not additive (i.e., sum of four quarters is not the total for the year).

The following tables show fishery statistics for the stated time period, area, and set 
type, and include effort (number of vessels, trips, sets, and hooks set). For each listed 
species, organized by pelagic management unit species (PMUS) groups of billfish, 
shark, tuna, and other, the table includes the number of fish caught, kept, and 
released, and the catch per unit effort (CPUE), measured as the number of fish 
caught per 1,000 hooks.

Additional figures show catch numbers, effort, and spatial distributions for important 
species for the stated time period, area, and set type, for years 2000-2020.

Catch and effort summaries in this report were based on RFMO standards and 
business rules. Longline catch and effort statistics in this report consists of U.S. 
longline fisheries in the North Pacific Ocean, attributions from CNMI, Guam and 
American Samoa in the North Pacific Ocean. Longline vessels operating from 
California were also included in this report to satisfy RFMO data reporting and 
NOAA confidentiality standards. Some vessels operating in California had Hawaii 
limited-entry permits.
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Active Vessels

Figure 1: Number of active longline vessels based in Hawaii and California, by year for haul years 2000-2020. 

Trips

Figure 2: Number of longline trips based in Hawaii and California, by year for haul years 2000-2020. 
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Sets

Figure 3: Number of fishing sets by vessels based in Hawaii and California, by year for haul years 2000-2020. 

Hooks Set

Figure 4: Number of hooks in millions, set by vessels based in Hawaii and California by year, 2000-2020. 
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Tuna Catch

Figure 5: Annual catch (kept + released) of albacore tuna, bigeye tuna, and yellowfin tuna by longline vessels based in 
Hawaii and California by year, 2000-2020.

Billfish Catch

Figure 6: Annual catch (kept + released) of swordfish, striped marlin, and blue marlin by longline vessels based in 
Hawaii and California by year, 2000-2020.
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Shark Catch

Figure 7: Annual catch (kept + released) of blue shark, mako shark, thresher shark, and other sharks by longline 
vessels based in Hawaii and California by year, 2000-2020.

Other PMUS Catch

Figure 8: Annual catch (kept + released) of mahimahi, wahoo, moonfish, and pomfret by longline vessels based in 
Hawaii and California by year 2000-2020.
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Sets

Figure 9: Spatial distribution of the total number of sets by longline vessels based in Hawaii and California fishing 
within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).

Figure 10: Spatial distribution of the number of deep-set sets by longline vessels based in Hawaii and California fishing 
within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).
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Figure 11: Spatial distribution of the number of shallow-set sets by longline vessels based in Hawaii and California 
fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).

Total Effort

Figure 12: Spatial distribution of the total number of hooks set by longline vessels based in Hawaii and California 
fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).
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Deep Effort

Figure 13: Spatial distribution of the number of deep-set hooks set by longline vessels based in Hawaii and California 
fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).

Figure 14: Spatial distribution of the average number of deep-set hooks set by longline vessels based in Hawaii and 
California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2010-2019 .
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Shallow Effort

Figure 15: Spatial distribution of the number of shallow-set hooks set by longline vessels based in Hawaii and Califor-
nia fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).

Figure 16: Spatial distribution of the average number of shallow-set hooks set by longline vessels based in Hawaii and 
California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2010-2019 .

14 



Bigeye Catch

Figure 17: Spatial distribution of the total number of bigeye tuna caught by longline vessels based in Hawaii and 
California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).

Figure 18: Spatial distribution of the number of deep-set bigeye tuna caught by longline vessels based in Hawaii and 
California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).
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Figure 19: Spatial distribution of the average number of deep-set bigeye tuna caught by longline vessels based in 
Hawaii and California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2010-2019.

Figure 20: Spatial distribution of the number of shallow-set bigeye tuna caught by longline vessels based in Hawaii 
and California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).
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Figure 21: Spatial distribution of the average number of shallow-set bigeye tuna caught by longline vessels based in 
Hawaii and California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2010-2019.

Swordfish

Figure 22: Spatial distribution of the total number of swordfish caught, by longline vessels based in Hawaii and 
California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).
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Figure 23: Spatial distribution of the number of deep-set swordfish caught, by longline vessels based in Hawaii and 
California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).

Figure 24: Spatial distribution of the average number of deep-set swordfish caught, by longline vessels based in Hawaii 
and California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2010-2019.
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Figure 25: Spatial distribution of the number of shallow-set swordfish caught, by longline vessels based in Hawaii and 
California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2020 (provisional data).

Figure 26: Spatial distribution of the average number of shallow-set swordfish caught, by longline vessels based in 
Hawaii and California fishing within the North Pacific Ocean, 2010-2019.
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