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NATURE AND SCODE

his Code will have general
application to all saltwater net-pen
aquaculture operations in Washington
waters. The saltwater salmon growers
have also developed a Code of Practice
that more specifically catalogs practices,
procedures and regulations affecting
day-to-day operations in the industry.

The Code 1s voluntary, except where state and
tederal regulations mandate practices and
cenduct. Washington has extensive regulations
for net-pen operations with authority dispersed
among several agencies inchuding the state
departments of Ecology, Fish and Wildlife,
Natural Resources and Agriculture, In addition,
Jocal counties manage their respective shorelines
and a number of federal agencies (NMFES, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S, Coast Guard, U.S.
Fish & Wildlite Service and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency) have jurisdiction as well. A
synopsis of this regulatory structure is included in
the appendix of this document.

The Washington Fish Growers Association may
revise the Code periodically as regulatory, judicial,
operational, scientific and environmental
developments warrant.
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BJECTIVES

The objectives of the Code are:

=< To provide standards of conduct for those
individuals and companies involved in
saltwater net-pen aquaculture in Washington.

@« To provide consumers in Washington and
elsewhere with an assurance that the saltwater
net-pen industry is providing a wholesome
product in an environmentaily responsible
manner.

=< To confirm to the Washington Legislature,
regulatory agencies and environmental
organizations that the saltwater net-pen
mdustry is committed to operating in an
environmentally responsible manner.

< Tq confirm to government and the general
public that aquaculture in Washington waters
can be ecologically sustainable.

< To provide a template of environmental
responsibility for other aquaculture sectors
currently operating in US waters and for future
operations in the Economic Exclusion Zone.

ENERAL PRINCIPLES

Washington saltwater net-pen

salmon growers will:

@< Strive to protect and conserve marine
ecosystems, using only those sites whose
characteristics are compatible with long-
term sustainable operations and with
acceptable ecological effects.

< Comply with all applicable laws and
regulations governing the growing and
harvesting of finfish in saltwater areas
within Washington.

*<Take all reasonable measures to minimize
impacts to the environment.

4 Monitor any impacts in accordance with
agency-mandated requirements.

=< Grow and market seafood products ina
manner that will maintain the health and
nugritional value, quality and safety of those
products for consumers.

#4 Facilitate the use of new technologies, where
appropriate, to maintain and enhance
protection of the marine environment.



PrancirLes oF CoONDUCT

Saltwater fis/_’é farmers in Washington will strive to conduct operations that adhere to the

following principles:

Weltare of Environment

= Employ appropriate feeding practices and
stocking densities to reduce waste, assuring
better water quality and minimal impacts on
the benthic environment.

@ Protect fish and fish pens from marine
mammal and seabird predation, using legal,
non-lethal methods as prescribed by NMFS
and other agencies.

@< Consider the needs of other users of waterways
and promote methods to minimize user
conflicts.

@< Implement appropriate training of employees
and others working in the industry to insure
social and environmental compatibility and
address safety. concerns

& Work fo

Welfare of Fish Stocks

@+ Keep handling of live fish to a minimum.

=« Transport {ish with adeguate oxygen supply.

@ Apply strict control measures when
transporting fish to farms and between farms
to eliminate escapement.

@+ Maintain stocking densities with respect to the
following requirements: average live fish
weight, behavioral needs and availability of
adequate oxygen supply.

=+ Ensure that individual fish have adeguate
access to feed by using and distributing feeds
with proper nutritional ingredients,
appropriate to size and stocking density of fish.

=4 Employ quick and humane harvest methods,
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APPENDIX

.
The Regulatory Structure for Saltwater Net-pen '
Operations in Washington

A. The Washington Department of Fish and saltwater net-pen sites are leased from WDNR
Wildlife (WDFW} has regulatory authority under payment rates proscribed by law.
restricted to disease confrol, escape prevention D. WDA is responsible for assuring the safety of the
and mitigation and protection of wildiife in state's food supply, providing profection from
general. diseases and pests and facilitating movement of
1. The Finfish Import and Transfer Permit agriculiure products in domestic and
(WAC 220-77-030) ensures that diseases, pests international markets. With WDFW, it jointly
and predators are not introduced or transferred. develops disease-controf regulations with regard
In addition, under a legal settlernent, WDFW 15 to human health and safety.
required to kill and conduct biological E. Local counties are lead agencies for applying the
examination of any Atlantic salmon environmental pelicies of the state and the
encountered by agency staff. management of their respective shorelines.

2. HB 1499, passed during the 2001 1. The State Environmental Policy Act
Legislative Session, gives WDFW specific (RCW 43.21C, WAC 197-11), or SEPA, assures
regulatory authority to prevent finfish escapes consideration of social and environmental

and mitigate escapes that may occur. impacts of proposed actions.

Regulatory rules are now being premulgated 2. 'The Shoreline Management Act (RCW
and the principles in this Code reflect those 90.58), or SMA, assures appropriate and orderly
draft rules. development of state shorelines, management of

WDFW, in association with Washington their uses, and preservation of their natural

Department of Ecology (WDOE) and Department character.

of Natural Resources (WDNR), provides guidance  F. A number of federal agencies (NMFS, U.S. Army

to state and local agencies siting farms to avoid Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife

adverse impacts on the environment. In Service, U.S. Coast Guard, and U.S.

association with the Department of Agriculture Environmental Protection Agency) have

{WDA), it develops disease controf regulations with management and regulatory authority over the

regard to human health and safety. use of all waters by the public. The Section 10

Permit assures protection of public interest,

B. WDQE has regulatory authority over discharges including navigation, water safety and water
of pollutants into state waters for the protection, quality.
preservation and enhancement of the G. NMFS administers the Endangered Species Act
environment. for anadromous salmonids. Jointly in
1. The National Pollutant Discharge collaboration with FWS and WDNR, NMFS
Elimination System Permit {40 Regulation CFR, permits the used of predator-control {non-

Part 122.21), or NPDES, assures compliance lethal} methods for birds and mammals in

with state and federal water quality laws. accordance with permit restrictions.

2. The Water Discharge Permit (RCW H. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

90.48) regulates discharges from finfish is responsible for the protection of consumers by

aquacultare operations and assures that they do enforcing the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic

not adversely affect water quality and standards. Act, and several related public laws. It is also
responsible for the safety of feeds and drugs for

C. WDNR has regulatory authority over state- pets and farm animals. Salmon farmers are
owned aquatic lands, including afl bedlands of restricted to the use and conditions of only
Puget Sound under the Aquatic Lands Lease veterinary medicines, drugs and feed ingredients,

Program (RCW 79.90-79.96}, or ALL. All such as color additives, licensed by the FDA.
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