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TITLE ' WE HAVE MET THE ENEMY

OVERVIEW : Ohio and Lake Erie were strateglc locations during
the War of 1812, This investigation lets students experience
aspects of the war. In the first activity they engage in a
simulation in which variocus battles and movements of the
war are re-enacted through roles students assume and through
the study of pictures and maps., In parts B and C they use
information from the simulation and from documents of the
era to determine the causes of the war and the reasons why
the Americans were able to win the war. This investigation
also develops reading skills and reading comprehension.

PREREQUISITE _
STUDENT i
BACKGROUND ' Since the activities require reading, students should
have adequate reading capabilities~—eighth grade or better.
MATERIALS _ All necessary materials are included in this Teacher
Guide or in the Student Guide. You will need to duplicate
one set of the following for each group of four students:
the game board (map), the role cards and the packet of
illustrations. It would be best to mount all on stiff paper
ahd have them laminated in plastic. In addition, you will
need to make markers for use on the game board. Masters
are provided in this Teacher Guide. You will also need
a class set of the Manifesto.
OBJECTIVES i When students have completed this investigation they
will be able to:
1. Describe the frontier condition of the area around
Lake Erie in 1812, :
: 2. Explain why control of Lake Erie was vital in winning
f the war in the Northwest.
3. Identify some of the major causes of the War of 1812,
4. Identify the factors important in winning the war.
SUGGESTED APPROACH " In Activity A a simulation is used. The procedures are

detailed in the Student Guide. For this part of the investigation
you should subdivide your class into groups of four. Be certain
that you don't end up with groups that are composed entirely

of poor readers. The remaining activities can be done either
individually, or in the groups that you identified for

Activity A,
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ACTIVITY A

PROCEDURE

The investigation provides students with information
cbtained from a wide variety of sources and with experience
in using original sources. A variety of formats are used to
retain student interest in the investigation. The simulation
format is adapted to students' relatively short attention
spans., The grouping in the simulation provides an opportunity
for students to develop confidence, to learn from each other,
and develop self-direction. Each student has an opportunity
for being a leader who reads and directs, and a follower who
listens to and follows directions. The skills that are
stressed in the investigation include! vocabulary, reading,
comprehension, map reading, listening and following directions.
There is an attempt to provide both the British and American
viewpoints of the war,

You might follow the investigation with a presentation
of the filmstrip-tape set entitled "Folk Songs and the War
of 1812," marketed by Warren Schloat Productions, Inc.,
Pleasantville, NY 10570

- The two questions in the Student Guide should be discussed
briefly with the class. They act as a focus for student
thinking as they read through the simulation. Encourage
students to identify and record information from the activity
that relates to each of the points in the two questions.

A. TFactors in the outcome of a battle.

1. Students will arrive at a variety of factors.
Following are seven with examples of each. There
are others, Accept any that seem reasonable and
that students can support with an example.

a., surprise: Croghan unmasking "0ld Betsy" at Fort
Stephenson;
Harrison using an unexpected cavalry
attack at the Thames.

b. leadership: Brock's bold action vs. Hull's fearful
indecision at Detroit;
Perry's changing ships and refusing to
accept defeat. ’

¢. teamwork: The near-disaster when Elliott held
baclk in the Niagara until the sea battle
was glmost lost;
The failure of Barclay and Procter to
work together in destroying the ships at
Presque Isle,
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d. position: The advantage of a strong defensive
position like Fort Meigs, where the 10 day
seige did very little damage, as
contrasted with the undefended position of
the American forces at Raisin River, where
the army was quickly cut down;

The advantage of having the
Yweather gauge"--first the British and
later the American sailing ships.

e. weather conditions: When the warm winter led to

' breaking up of the ice and the
American party was not able to
cross the lake on the ice to
destroy the Britishj
When the water is especially
high in French Creek in the
spring and early summer of 1813,
allowing keel boats to bring up
the cannon so that Perry's fleet
finished on time.

f. discipline: Dudley's Kentucky militiamen do not
follow orders to return to Fort Meigs,
but chase the fleeing British and
Indians, only to be drawn inte ambush;
The Canadian militiamen leaving the
gelige of Fort Meigs because they are
tired and wet and their crops need
planting,

g. morale: The determination of the 1ittle band at
Fort Stephenson to fight against tremendous
odds and winj;

The effort of the workmen and sailors at
Presque Isle to get the ships over the bar
before Barclay returned.

Below are listed several examples in each of the
categories, Accept others if they are reasonable.

a. supplies

food: Bl12 "It 1s a critical time for Camada. It
1s Increasingly difficult to find men to
fight, to move them, and to feed them.

clothes: B3 "Since uniforms are not available,
provide your own short coat, etc.,”

shelter: A2 "Tents and blankets come much later."
Al0 "In poor shape on ammunition, and
you fire sparingly."




ACTIVITY B

PROCEDURE

b. frontier: Al, A2, A3, Hull cuts through the
wilderness to the Maumee River.

c. water transportation: Al6, In obtaining supplies
' from Pittsburgh, the Allegheny
River and French Creek were
used since water transportation
was cheaper than overland.

d, control of the lakes: B28, Procter chooses to
retreat from Amherstburg
because of the unprotected
position as a result of the
naval defeat,

B, Simulation

Be sure that at least one or two students in each group
are good readers. They can assist the less skilled readers in
the group.

The simulation will take several days. Therefore, students
will need to record the positions of the various markers at the
end of each period of play. Have them stop about five minutes
before the end of the period to do this, You might want to
provide small compartmentalized boxes for each set of cards and
markers. Be sure that students understand that it is their
responsibility to return everything in order to this box so
that the students during the following period will be able to
use themn,

C. Completion

It is important that students now answer items 1 and 2

in Section A. You should have a class discussion at this point
gso that the different groups can share information., Then allow
each group to review each of the people, places, battles and
terms, using the set of cards as a resource. You might want

to give the class a quiz when they have completed this. The
crossword puzzle in the Appendix of this guide could be used
for this purpose. '

WHY DID WE FIGHT?

Keywords: tory, scalp, impressment, blockade

1. The three big, strong characters are American sailors.

2. The sorry character, the tory editor, is telling the
sailors not to go to war with England.

3, Tories were Americans who were still loyal to England
and to the King of England.

4. The report was presented to Congress on June 3, 1812,
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ACTIVITY C

Students will find the Manifesto difficult to read,
You might want to do the parts of this activity that use
the Manifesto as a class activity, with you reading the
appropriate passages to your students,

5.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15,

Impressment is forcing men to serve aboard ship.
In this case, Amerilcan sallors were captured and
forced to serve on English ships.

Great Britain needed men to man her ships.

A scalp is the skin and hair taken from a person
after (s)he has been killed,

British agents are paying Indians for scalps as
evidence that they have killed Americans.

This practice encouraged Indians to attack and
kill American settlers.

Great Britain declared that all of the western
coastline of Europe, from the Isle of Elbe to
Brest, France, was closed to American ships.

This prevented Americans from trading in Furope,
where almost all of our business was done.

They felt that the United States had been victimized
by Great Britain.

The Americans, according to the report, were peaceful
and trying to be patient in order to avoid war,

The report is written in a very blased manner as
one might expect. There were provocations on the
side of the Americans as well, especially in the
west where Americans coveted the Canadian lands to
the north.

The committee recommended that the United States
declare war on Great Britain.

WHY DID WE WIN?

1.

You can accept a variety of answers to this guestion.
Its purpose 1s to focus students' thinking on the
basic idea of this activity.

The two means of transportation are:

a, Overland routes using Conestoga wagons.

b. Use of keelboats on the Allegheny River and
French Creek.
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3. Hull traveled through wilderness: trees had to be
cut, corduroy roads built, streams forded or bridged,
and the Black Swamp waded. Wagons and animals got
mired; food, water, medicines, clothing and shelter
were scarce; mosquitoes were bothersome, There was
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from the front.

Rarry, James P, The Battle of lake Erie. Franklin Watts, Inc.,
New York, 1970, 64 pp. A concise, well written account of
the battle and the events leading up to it and following it.
A good student reference.

Dodge, Robert J. The Battle of Lake Erie. The Gray Printing
Company, Fostoria, OH 44830, 1967, 36 pp. A short well-
written pamphlet describing the battle.

Hamil, Fred C., Michigan in the War of 1812. Michigan History
DPivision, Michigan Department of State, Lansing, 1977,
44 pp. A description of those battles that took place
in and near Michigan,

Hammack, James Wallace, Jr. Kentucky and the Second American
Revolution, The University of Kentucky, Lexington, 1976,
116 pp. A description of the contributions of the Kentucky
militiamen during the war in the Northwest.

Lindley, Harlow, editor. Fort Meigs and the War of 1812. The
Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1975, 146 pp. Excerpts
from the diary of Captain Daniel Cushing and from the
documents of Cushing's Company nrovide insight into the
life and times of Fort Meilgs.

Ohicana Library. O0Ohio in the War of 1812. Ohio Library
Association, 1109 Chio Departments Building, Columbus,
1963, 129 pp. Pictures and brief sketches of events and
persons of the War

Rosenberg, Max. The Building of Perry's Fleet on Lake Erie,
1812-1813. Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission,
Harrisburg, 1968, 72 pp. A description of how and why the
fleet was bullt.
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APPENDIX

This appendix includes the following materials used in the activity:

A crogsword puzzle that could be used as a quiz or student self-check
on knowledge of terms, people and places (p. 8-10).

Playing pieces to be used with the game board (p. 11).

The master to be used for making the game board {(p. 12 and panels 1-11).
The role cards used in the simulation (Al, Bl to A32, B32),

The 1llustratiopsreferred to in the role cards (P1-P19).

The Manifesto used In Part B of the activity (9 pages).
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ACROSS (HORIZONTAL)

A8 Hard ship's bread.

A22 Village in Ohio where Hull's army met to start their march.

B2 A 3-masted vessel; the British Detroif was one.

B19 A lake north of Ohio; also a fort on the SW bank of the Niagara Rilver.

Cll1 The first part of the ship constructed or laid; the backbone of the ship.

€22 A great Indian leader, killed at the Battle of the Thames.

E7 A short cannon first made in Scotland.

E17 A small fort on Lake Michigan, abandoned by the American garrison during the War of 1812.

F30 A strong type of wood often used in shipbuilding.

G3 Perry's flagship.

G12 A large gun or artillery weapon.

G20 The Pennsylvania town that supplied much of the materials for Perry's ships.

I1 A river where wounded American prisoners were massacred by the Indians after the battle.

128 The one material Perry had a lot of at Presque Isle for building his ships.

J7 The commander of the British fleet.

J21 The river running between Lake Erie and Lake Ontario.

K15 A weapon like a musket or cannom.

K28 The U-shaped skeleton of the ship; wish-bone shaped pieces fastened to the keel.

L9 A barrier or obstruction across the mouth of the harbor at Presque Isle

M2 A 2-man saw used to make planks for shipbuilding.

M15 A Canadian village on the SE shore of the Detroit River.

Nl 1Is, are, was, were, , being, been. A form of a common verb.

N6 An abbreviation for the United Kingdom.

09 Place where Perry's ships were built; old name for Erie, PA,

P3 A 2-masted, square-rigged vessel of war, like the Lawrence or Niagara.

Q8 What all men feel during battle.

Q23 The name of the large swamp in NW Ohio.

Q29 A paddle, a wooden object used to move a small boat through the water.

R5 What the sailors had to do to get Perry from the Lawrence to the Niagara.

S1 The high pole to which sails are attached.

S13 A whip used to discipline sailors; a of 9 tails (an animal).

526 A bad defeat.

T18 "We have met the enemy, and they are .

U2 The village on the Thames in Canada where Harrison defeated Procter.

U26 What Usher Parsons hoped to do for each patient.

V18 The small American naval yard near Buffalo.

Wl The village along the west bank of the Detroit River where Van Horne was ambushed by the
Indians.

W27 This helped Perry get his 5 converted trading ships from Black Rock to Presque Isle and
escape from Barclay.

X11 The end of Lake Erie where you would find the Niagara River; a direction.

X23 What Perry was after the Battle of Lake Erie,

X29 A piece of canvas or cloth that catches the wind to move a ship.

Y15 Forcing string and oakum in cracks to make a ship water-tight.

Z3 A fence of upright logs used in building a fort.

Z24 To cut off an arm or leg that is badly injured.

"



CROSSWORD PUZZLE
DOWN (VERTICAL)

1D Soldiers mounted on horses, such as the Kentuckians at the Battle of Thames
1IN The front of & ship.
1W South Island, where Put-In-Bay is.
21, Procter marched on it to get from Malden to the Raisin River.
2R A caulking tool, used to drive string and ocakum into cracks.
4A A group of citizen soldiers enlisted for a short time for a particular purpose.
41 A 2-masted, fore-aft rigged trading ship.
48 A black sticky substance, used to treat rope and sailor's pigtails; a nickname for a
sallor.
48 The side of the lake where the Battle of Lake Erie was fought; a direction.
6M Usher Parson's profession.
7] The British General killed in the Battle of Queenston.
W A zip-zag path used by sailing ships when sailing into the wind.
8A Sometimes this kind of shot was fired into a magazine to make it explode.
9D The British general defeated in the Battle of the Thames.
9. The fort where Croghan was a hero.
9W What Perry's ships used for power,
10U The weight of cargo that would fit into 40 cubic feet of hold in a ship.
11N The commodore or commander of the American fleet in Lake Erie.
- 12G A river near Amherstburg (east of the Detroit River) where Hull's campaign stopped.
'13S  The kind of cloth sails are made of.
14A A NW Fur Company ship stolen by the Americans in a raid and made part of Perry's fleet.
15K Small balls sewn into a dullted bag that explode from a cannon like a shotgun blast,
16W Cross-bars attached to masts to hold sails,
17B The British fort on the Qetroit River at the village of Amherstburg.
171 - The American general defeated and captured at the Battle of the Raisin River.
18V The round iron sphere shot by a cannon.
19M The American who headed the unit ambushed at Brownstown by Tecumseh and the British.
195 The American general who'surrendered Fort Detroit without a shot fired.
20B The back of a battle formationm.
21G A very expensive material for Perry's ships, used for nails, shot, ete,
21M The young captain beseiged by Indians at Fort Harrisom, and who much later became
President of the U,S.
22A The major American fort in the Northwest; Hull ‘surrendered it.
231, Chosen as an island base by Perry for the fleet.
24C A type of wagon drawn by 6 strong horses and used to carry loads.
24U Cordage; long strands of twisted hemp used to control sails.
25X Sometimes the only anestﬂetic a doctor had on shipboard.
26N The American Naval base across the Niagara River from Port Erle.
28B Material from which rope is made.
29G Victorious American general at the Battle of Thames. Later became President of U.S.
299 The fort built along the Maumee River; Harrison's major base in NW.
31E The general who commanded the New York militia and other units that were defeated in
the Battle of Queestown Heights.
32T The scows used to help 1ift Perry's ships over the sandbar.

Words used in the puzzle are:

AMHERSTBURG BROWNSTOWN CONESTOGA GRAPESHOT KEEL PITTSBURGH  SAIL TECUMSEH
AMPUTATE CALEDONIA CROSSCUT  GUN LAWRENCE PRESQUE ISLE SANDBAR TON
BALL CAMEL CURL HAMMER  MALDEN PROCTER SCHOONER  TREES
BARCLAY CANARD DAYTON HARDTACK MAST PUT-IN-BAY  SHIP UK
BASS CANNON DEARBORN  HARRISON MILITIA RAISIN SPAR VAN HORNE
BE CANVASS DETROIT HEMP MORAVIANTOWN REAR STEPHENSON VAN RENSSELAER
BLACK CARRONADE EAST HERO NIAGARA RIBS STOCKADE  WEST
BLACKROCK  CARRONADE ERIE HOT 0AK ROPE SURGEON WINCHESTER
- BOW CAT FEAR HULL OAR ROUT TACK WIND
BRIG CAULKING FOG ICE OURS ROW TAR

BROCK CAVALRY FORT MEIGS IRON PERRY RUM TAYLOR
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PLAYING PIECES

Following the patterns given, cut pieces from construction paper,
cardboard or fiberboard. Cardboard or fiberboard could be colored
or painted as indicated,

1. Make 4 playing pieces (1 for each member of the 4 person group)
to Indicate moves.

a. 2 of this shape: < NAVY >

1 blue for the American Navy
1 red for the British Navy

of this shape: ( ARMY )

blue for the American Army
1 red for the British Army

2. Make 25 yellow house pieces to indicate villages:
' VILLAGE FORT
3. Make 30 brown forts to indicate forts: _

4. Make 12 red circles for British won battles:

[=»
b~

—

Make 12 blue circles for American won battles:

Make 12 circles which are half red and half blue
to indicate battles that were indecisive.

5. Make 6 red British ships by the following patterns:

oM
mcro

(1f you wish, you may add toothpick masts and sails.)
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GAME BOARD - MAP OF LAKE ERIE REGION

You will need to duplicate and assemble the eleven sheets that make up the
game board. Once it has been put together it should be mounted on poster board

and/or laminated in plastic. The sheets are numbered according to the following
grid:

The numbers appear in the upper left hand corner of each sheet. When properly
positioned the sheets will overlap those to the right and those below. You

can trim off the excess white margins to reduce the size of the game board.
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Al, AMBRICAN PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

L[]
You are Ceneral William Bull, a 59-year old veteran of tha
Revolution, a Massachusetts judge and semator, and
Governor of the Michigan Territory. You reluctantly
accept an offer to command the Army of the Northwest, and
meet your army of 3 Ohio Militia units and the 4th
Regiment of regularg in Dayton. From there you decide
to cut a road north through the wilderness to the Maumee
River, and then go around the west end of Lake Erie,
north to Fort Detroit. You get permission of the
tribes to march through their territory. After a
rousing speech, you start off toward the lake with your
musical band behind you,

See picture, Figure P1.

See map, Figure P2. :

Trace route with finger from Dayton to Detroir.
Place markers for Dayton and Urbana.

A2, AMERICAN PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

¥You ate a militisman of the lat Chic Regiment undar
Colonel Duncan McArthur, Your unit has the iob of

cutting the road from Urbana north to the Scioto River.
All frontiersmen are axemen, so the regiment is able

to clear 10 miles a day. Each night you get daily

rations of flour, pork or beef and salt. You knead the
flour and watar into dough, ecoil the rolls of dough around
a pole, and bake over a fire, Mear ig broiled over an
open fire or made into soup or stew in a kettle. Tents
and blankets come much later., At the Scioto croasing, you
build a gmall fort, eanclosing one-half acre with a block-
house on the NW and one on the SE cormer. It is named
Fort McArthur,

See map, Figure P2,
Move game pieces from Dayton to Fort McArthur,
Put fort marker at Scioto crossing.

A3, AMERICAN PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

You are an Ohio militiaman from Cincimnati. You travel
the Wilderneas Road 20 miles past Fort McArthur to Fort
Necegsity, and on to Fort Findlay on the banks of the
Elanchard River, where you build a square fort, 50 yards
on a side with a 10 ftr. high stockade; blockhouses on esch
corner and a4 ditch in front. You now enter a region called
the Elack Swamp. It is 120 miles long and 40 miles wide;
as big ag Connecticut. It iz a flat, poorly drained, old
glaclal lake bed. Often you wade in water to your waist.
Wegons get stuck; animals get mired to their bellies. The
water tagtes of gulfur, and there are clouds of mosquitoes.
Cne of every four men is alck, It takes from June 1 to 28
to reach the Maumee from Dayton.

See map, Figure P2,
Place fort markers: Necessity, Findlay, Portage River,
Move game plece to Maumee River.

Bl. BRITISH PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

You are Major-General Issac Brock, not omly milirary
commander of z1l troops in Upper Canada, but also the
civilian head of government for Upper Canada. You
were born In 1769, of an old respected family on the
channel islands of Guernsey, between England and
France, You become a professional soldier at 16,
gerving in Britain, the West Indies, Holland and
Denmark, before coming to Canada in 1802. It is mainly
your planning, leadership, vigorous action and brave
fighting that help Bricain do so well in the early
part of the war. You establish your headquarters at
Fort George,

See Figure P2,
Place fort marker at Fort George,

B2. BRITISH PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

You are Lieutenant John Richardson. Born at Queenston
on the Niagara River, your father was a doctor with the
Queen's Rangers. You were educated at Amherstburg and
became a "gentleman volunteer” in the 4lst regiment at
the age of 16. The 4lst '"Welsh" Regiment, which saw
more fighting than any other im the early part of the
war, was one of four regiments of British regular
soldiers in Canada. Brock later said if he stretched
-out his regular troops along the long Canadian-U.§.
border, he would have about twe men per mile. A very
thin red line indeed, You are stationed at Fort Malden,

See Figure P19.
Place fort marker on Fort Malden.

Bi. BRITISH PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

You are Thomas Vecheres de Boucherville, a French-Canad

from near Montreal, who ar 20 started a’store at Amh::sizﬁrg
When Hull threatens invasion of Canada, you join a militis )
regiment of light infantry, S$ince uniforms are not avail-
able, you are to provide your owm ''short coat of dark-
colored cloth made to button well ‘sround rhe body and
Pantﬁloonu suited to the seagon with the additon of a round
hat." Militiamen are used to transport military supplies

to garrison posts, and to guard key polnts. They are ’

important fighting units. BRegulara sometimes lock down
on you.

See Figure P2,
Place marker on Amherstburg,




A4, AMERICAN PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

At the Maumee an express rider from Chillicothe tells you,
General Hull, that war was declared on June 1§, You quick
march arcund the west end of the lake, faarful of an Indian
attack, Finally, on July 5 you arrive at Detroir, the most
important American fort in the Northweat, Here water from
Lake Huron channels through the small Lake St. Clair into
the Detroit River at the northwest end of Lake Erie. The
fort stands on the higheat ground west of the river. It is
square, well fortified, with high, double stocksdes, ditch
and outer pickets. It is bristling with heavy guns and
well gupplied with powder and shot. Below ia a town of
several hundred brick and log buildings and 700-800
inhabitants, You begin your fingl preparations for the
invagsion of Canada.

See picture, Figure Pl,
Study map, Figure P3,

"AS. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Detroif, August 16, 1812,

You are General William Hull. Afcer losing several battles
in Canada, you have pulled back to Detroit. Your supply
linea are cut, The Britigh completely control Lake Erie.
Fort Michilimackinac has fallen, leaving the northwest
frontier complately apen to swarms of Indilane who will now
join the British. Food, wedical and military supplies are
very limited, The fort is full of women and children and
is under heavy attack from across the river. You don't
trust your own militia colonels who are ready to mutiny.
You gurrander, Later you are courtmartisled and found
guilty, but the Pregident pardons you from the death
penalty.

Bring game piece back to Detroit.
Place battle marker,

A6. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Frenchtown, January 18, 1813,

You are Colonel Lewis. You, with 700 men, are sent
by General Winchester, the general who replaced

Hull, to the Raisin River to protect French families
sympathetlc to the Americans, They are being harassed
by the British and Indians. You alsc hear that the
British are going to ship all food supplies from

here to Fort Maldan, You march mostly on the ice

of Maumee Bay and Lake Erie., BRattle lines form just
south of Frenchtown. The battle is hotly fought.

The British gradually retreat into the woods,

Twelve Americane are killed and 55 wounded. You aend
news of victory to Winchester. You settle into the
tosm to walt for reinforcements.

See maps, Figures P2 and P4.
Place battle marker.

B4. BRITISH PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

You are Tacumssh, an Indian legand im your ocwn time.

You feel a hatred for the Americans, whom you feel

have stolen from and lied to the Indians. You

therefore Jjoin the British and use your leaderghip

to bring with you many Indian tribes, This is the
Indian's last stand againat the vhitee after losing
many battles. Your Indians like to fight from ambush
and in quick attacks rather than from the line formatione
and long asleges uged by the whicea, Afterwards, Indiang
g0 home to celebrate with their loot and captives.

Their cruelty sometimes embarassaes you and your British
allias.

See picture, Figure Pll,

B5, BRITISE BATTLE CARD

Surrender of Detroit, August 16, 1812.

You are General Brock. You arrived at Amherstburg on
August 13 after a journey from Fort George of five days
in an open boat ou Lake Erie, You rebuild Canmard Bridge,
place batteries at Sandwich, and start shelling Fort
Detrolt acrogs the river. TYour forces cross the river
unopposed under the covering guns of the shipa Queen
Charlotte and General Hunter. You and your 750 men march
up the road in formation {n face of loaded cannon and a
heavily armed fort, Knowing that you could not control
the Indians without immediate surrender, you take quick,
decisive action that puts the fort in your hands without
a shot. TYou are surprised and pleased. )

With game piece trace route to Detroit from Fort George.
Place battle marker.

B6. BRITISH BATILE CARD

Frenchtown, January 18, 1813,

You are Major Reynolds with a unit of 100 regulars and
about 400 Indiang, TYou are encamped in Frenchtown, a
villaga of 33 families living in log cabins, It 1s on

the Raigin River, named for the grapes grown in the region.
Your howitzer, a short gun that throws bombe, was taken

by a large number of the enemy making a determined advance
across the river. After two hours of fighting, you are
driven back into cover of trees and fallen timbers, The
Americans fall back to the warmth and comfort of the

towm,

See Figures PZ and P4,
Place batctle marker.




A7, AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Raisin River, January 22 1813,

You are General Winchester. You realize Lewig is in a
dangerous position, just 18 miles across the Detroit
River from Fort Malden. You hurry with 300 reinforce-
ments, arriving on the afternocon of the 20th. You
establish headquarters in the Navarre house, south

of the river, one-half mile from the troocps. It 1s very
cold. Sples are not sent out; fortifications are

not built; ammunicion is not divided, On the 2lst, the
approach of a British force is reported three different
times. You do not believe the veporta, Later you are
awakened by bombs and a charge of regulars and Indians,
The surprise attack of the unfortified position leads
to slaughter, retreat, and rout, Death and mutilation
are ot all sides—-290 are killed and missing--600 are
prisoners-—only 313 escape.

See Tigures P4 and P35,
Place battle card.

48, AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Raisin River Massacre, January 23, 1813,

You are William Atherton, a Kentucky volunteer. You are
wounded in the shoulder in the battle and captured,
General Procter promises & guard and protection for the
wounded, until sleds can be sant, Hajor Reymolds and
three interpreters leave in the night, Indians return
drunk. They loot, masgacte and burn the village. As you
are able to walk, you are taken prisoner by an Indian,
You are in constant fear of being killed. There is
unending travel, hunger and cold. You are well treatad
and adopted by the tribe, You are finally aold at your
request to a Frenchman, He gives you to the British,
who imprisen you for 1) vears,

See Figure P35,

TA9, AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Siege of Fort Meipgs, April 29-May 9, 1813,

You, General Harriason, decide you need a fort in
northern Ohio. It will be a storage depot for supplies
and a base for an attack on Malden and Detroit. You
build Fort Meigs at the rapids of the Maumee. It is

a large, well-fortified camp, with eight blockhouses,
four magazines and a protective ditch, You had hoped
for a winter campafgn on Malden and in Fabruary sent
out Captain Langham to burn the ghips trapped in
Amheratburg harbor by the ice, Langham, however,

found the weather warmer than usual and the ice bresking
up. He returned to the fort, unable to cross on the
ice. You were sure Fort Meigs would be the center of
the Spring offensive. It is,

See Figures P6, P7 and P8,

B7. BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Raisin River, January 22, 1813.

You are General Procter. You interrupt a dance at Malden,
and collact your total disposable force of 500 troops,

800 Indians and three J-pounders to march acrcvas the
frozan Detroit River. The attack 1s evidently a complete
surprise, Thereafter, with fierce Indian attack, retreat
becomes a rout. Many of the enemy are scalped by Indians.
You lose 24 rank and file and 11 officers, One-hundred-
fifey-eight are wounded. Almost the entire American army,
including General Winchester, is killed or captured.

This ends the second major offensive of the Americans,

Sea Figures P4 and P3.
Place battle card,

88. BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Raisin River Magsacre, January 23, 1813,

You are a young Bricish regular set to guard prisoners

at Malden. You have more prisoners than soldiers to guard
them, so the wounded are left with guards until tomorrow.
The unwounded are put in remporary pens until they can be
gent up the Thames River to Burlington Heights and Niagara
Falls to be exchanged, The general wrote, "The zeal and
courage of the Indian department were never mote
congpicuous.”" Americans cricticize the Indians, but if you
fight a wildcat, you can expect to be scratched,

See Figure P5.

B9. BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Siege of Fort Meigs, april 29-May 9, 1813.

You, Proctor, start your invesion on April 23 with 520
regulars, 460 milficfa, and over 1,500 Indiams under
Tecumseh. You promise the Indians land in Chio and
Michigan and the almost uynlimited stores in the fort,
You promise Tecumseh that he can have Harrison, whom he
hates because of the battle of Tippecance, You

promise the militia the campaign will be short, decigive,
and profitable. You arrive on April 28 at the mouth of
the Maumee by means of & brig, several smaller ahips

and some gunboats., You first set up your heavy batteries
opposite the fort., Two-hundred men and oxen work all
night to pull the heavy cannon through the mud to the
high point overlooking the fort,

See Figures P7 and P8,




Al0. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Siege of Fort Meigs, April 29-May 9, 1813,

You and your fellow soldiers, seaeing the positioning of the

British arcillery, begin to d1g a long traverge {mound}

diagonally through the camp. You dig out holes as shelters

from cannon balls and bombs., As the battle starts you are
in pratty good ghape on food and watar, but in poor shape
on smmunition. You fire sparingly. The rain is a real
problem, because soon the holes fill and are unusable,

Men are sick, There 1is not encugh firewood. The British
are pouring in 300 to 500 rounds of shot, day and night.
The fort {s far from reinforcements and completely
surrounded by the enemy.

Study Figures P6, P7, P8 and P12.

All. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Siege of Fort Meigs, May 5, 1813.

You are Harrison. You hear that Greem Clay and Kentucky
militiamen are coming to relieve the fort. You send
orders for one group to land on the west bank and to
spike the enemy battery, They are to return immediately
to the fort. Another sortie is made to silence the
other battery, The scheme works, but the Rentuckians
are over-enthugiastic and chage the British and Indians
into the wooda. You, watching from the ramparts ory,
"They are lost, They are lost. Can I never get men to
obey orderg?" Too late they realize that they have

been drawn into an ambush. They are surrounded and
killed or captured,

Study Figures FP6, P7 and P8.
Place battle marker.

Al2, AMERICAN THE SIEGE ENDS

The enemy, unable to take the fort, finally leaves, and
the fort goes back to its normal routine. You are able
to clear and cut treea for repairs and firewood, repair
pickets and build new magazines, shoot marks and take
guard duty, clean up the camp, equipment and yourgelves
to pase parade inspections. You even have time to

fish and tend small gardens of lettuce, radishes, onions,
peas and bean to supplement your diet. A court martial
today finds a man guilty of deserting and of threatening
to blow up the magazine. He is gentenced to solitary
confinement to wear a ball and chain, to shave one-half
of his head, to ride a woodan horse (a bent over sapling)
and to be drummed out of camp in disgrace.

Study P8,
Place battle marker.

Bl0,, BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Siege of Port Meigs, April 29-May 9, 1813.

The next worning a heavy cannonade begine and continues
almost without stop for five days and nights. Tha activicy
is directed against the powder magazine, which is bombarded
with hot shot. You can see the besieged frantically piling
dirt on top of the magazine to protect it, Baecause of
constant rain the fires are soon put out.: Even so, avery
one of tha enamy batteries are soon silenced. Some of the
41st regiment cross the river and positiocm ancthar battery,
which sets up a crossfire. Indians climb high trees and
fira at thosa within thae fort.

Study Figures P7 and P12,

Bll., BRITISH SHIP'S PERSONNEL

You are & gunner. You cast off lashings, haul gun inm,
raise support, sponge bore, ram powder cartridge down
bere, and ram shot homa. You then ram a wad of rope
dovm the bore to hold the charge in place. You prima
the touchhole with fine powder and pull the cartridge
covering through the touchhole so that the priming
will set off the charge. You run the carriage forward
80 that the muzzle aticks out of the gunport. TYou raige
or lowar the aim with a wooden wedge under the barrel.
Stand to the right as you touch the powder in tha
touchhole with a slow match. The explesion will force

;he cannon to recoll backward inatantly with great
orce,

Bl2, BRITISH .THE SIEGE EKDS

The Indians, with a taste of loot and blood, melt away
toward their homes with their captives, except for a

few under Tecumseh, Most Indiang do not like this

kind of siege fighting and are bored and frustrated
because the fort still stands undamaged. The militia,
too, beging to degert, Conditicns are terrible. Most
have no tents or blankets, It has not been a guick,
easy, victory. The militia ie discouraged, besides, the
crops need to be planted at home., Proctor loses one-half
his militia; he says he'll never use militia again. After
10 days of siege, he packs up and goes back to Malden,

See Map, P17,
Move gamé plece to Malden.
Place battle marker,




Al3. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Second giege of Fort Meigs, July 25-28, 1813,

You, Harrison, are not at Fort Meigs at the time of the
second siege. Instead, you've gone to Fort Seneca so
that you can rush reinforcements either to Port Meiga
or to Fort Stephenson, depending on where and when the
attack comes. This time the attackers try to trick

the Americans., Since their guns are not stroig enough
to beat down the walla, their plan is to get the
Americans ta come outgide. Tecumseh and the British,
out of sight of the fort but within hearing diastance,
wage a mock bastrle, The Americans are supposed to
think that reinforcemencs are being attacked just
outside the fort and come to their rescue. Fortunately,
Creaen Clay suspects a trap and will not come out, and
Tecumseh's plan fails.

See Figure P7.

Place fort markers for Forts Feree, Seneca, Ball and
Stephenson.

Place battle marker.

Al4 ., AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

You are Captain Geocrge Crogham, 2l-year old veteran of
the Battle of Tippecance and nephew of George Rogers
Clark. 7You are in command of Fort Stephenson. The
fort has only 160 men and one six-pound gun called

"old Betsy."” Harrison orders the fort abandoned, but
changes his mind when he realizes the woods are full of
Indians and that {t is too late to retreat, Heavy
British guns pound the NW corner, the weakest part of
the fort. You reinforce walls with bags of sand and
flour. You stop firing your six pounder, You hide it
near where they will attack. When the British are in
the ditch, you urmask the gun and rake them with deadly
fire, The Bricish leave defeated. You are an inatant
hero.,

See Figure P7 and PY.
Plare battle markers.

Al5. AMERICAN SUPPLYING A FLEET

Your name is Daniel Dobbins, one of the best navigators

on Lake Erie, Before the war you traded salt, whiskey,
and furs. You suggested Presque Isle (Frie, Pa.} as the
best harbor on the lake for shipbuilding, It is deep and
large (eight square miles), It {s also protected by a
peninsula with a sand bar at the mouth sg British ships
cannot enter to attack unfinished shipa, (The French name
Presque Isle means "almost f{sland," that is peninsula.)

In September, 1B12, you are appointed a "sailing master"
of the 1.8, Navy. Your job, supply officer and purchaaing
agent, is a very difficult one indeed in a young Industrial
country with very bad roads.

See map, Figure P19,
Put village marker at Erie or Presque Isle,

B13. BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Second siege of Fort Meigs, July 25-28, 1813.

It is a critical time for Canada. It becomes difficult

to find men to fight and to move and feed them. TYou,
Procter, feel it is necessary to risk expeditions against
the enemy to cripple his invasion plans and to encourage
tha Indians. It is essential to keep control of the lake,
Tharefore, whan you get reinforcements from the 4lst,

you start for Fort Meigs with 400 soldiers, some 6-pounders
and Tecumseh and his Indians. When a trick to get the
Americans outside the fort does not work, you get in your
boats and go by lake to Port Stephensem, & smaller and
weaker fort on the Sandusky River., Tecumseh and his
Indians go overland to wait in ambush should Harrison come
with reinforcements.

Sae Figure P7.
Place battle marker,

"Bl4. BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Fort Stephenson, August 1st_and 2nd, 1813,

You are a British scldier, cne of 400 of the 41st regiment.
You come by gunboat to Fort Stephenson, to join Tecumseh
and his 2,000 Indians. You see five six-pounders and a
howitzer pound the fort for 24 hours. Three guns are moved
closer. The walls are not breached, but the one fort gun
is silenced. Procter sends Colonel Short with men to climb
walls while 200 gonadiers make a faint at the south wall.
When your group is in the ditch ready to climb the pickets,
4 hidden gun port is opened and a cannon rakes the ditch,
killing or wounding almost all the attackers. Inm the night
you crawl from the diteh, get to the boats and find a bottle
of whiakey to help pass the time on the way back to Malden,

_ See Figure P7 and P9.

Place battle marker.

B15. BRITISH BUILDING A FLEET

You are the mastey shipbuilder at Amherstburg.

The fleets on Lake Erie are small, wooden, sailing
ships with 3, 2, or 1 masta. Wood comes from trees
near tha lske: oak for ribs and planks; pine for
spary and decks; and ash for ocars. Since time-was
short, the wood was green and not aged properly,
First, the keel (a backbone for atability) 1s

laid ow blocks near the shore. Next, the U-shaped
Tibs are fastened along the keel. This skeleron

of the ghip is propped upright by stockg or supports,

On map on P19, locate Erie and Malden (Amherstburg).
See picture P18,




Al6é, AMERICAN SUPPLYING A FLERT

You, Dobbina, get powder and naval supplies from

Buffalo, canvas and sails from Philadelphia, but your best
source of supplies is Pittsburgh, a smoky, industrial town
of 6,000 people, 130 miles south., BHere are rope-walks,
cotton and fulling mills, glassworks, metal shops sad
foundaries. Heavy matarials can be shipped up the Allegheny
River to French Creek in keel boats, 1f the water is high
encugh. Luckily, the water 1s unusually high. Water

transportation ie cheaper than overland, since roads are
very bad.

On Map, P19, locate Buffalo to NE, Philadelphia to SE,
Pittsburgh, Allegheny River to South.

Al?7. AMERICAN SUPPLYING A FLEET

You are Noah Brown, Superintendent of Comstruction
at Erie, It is your job fo get the shipjoiners,
caulkers, carpenters, sawyers, blacksmiths, and
other workmen from New York, Philadelphia, Sackett's
Harbor and Newport, a long difficult journey. You
have no trouble getting axemen, sawyera and wagon-
eers, but for others you mugt pay top wages:
blackamiths $2; ship's carpenters $1.75-51.50;
carpentérs $1.25-$1,.00; sawyers $1.50-5.80; axemen
$.62-$,50 per day, You have good ideaa and are
fair and the men like you and work hard for you.

On map P19, locate Philadelphia and New York to
SE, Sackett's Harbor at the east end of Lake
Ontario.

AlS, AMERICAN SUPPLYING A FLEET

Your name is Oliver Hazard Perry., An even greater
accamplishment than winning the naval battle was getting
the fleet built. You are in charge of the over-all
operation, Althoygh only 27 now, vou've been at sea
since you were 14, You served in the wars with the
Barbary Pirates, oversaw the construction of gunboats

on the New England coagt, and commanded and trained
crews for a fleet of 12 gunboats in the Atlantic,

Your drive, organization, hard work and anthusiasm

get the job done successfully.,

See picture, Figure P13,

Al9, AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Queenston Heights, October 13, 1812,

You are General Van Renaselaer, commander of the New York
milicia., Tt {a eager to fight and murinous of delays,

Tou have almost 6,000 men from variocus units and decide

to attack Queenston, which is at tha foot of the rapids
below the falls, Few boats, strong currents and darkness
lead to confusion, One small group by an unguarded path
reaches, takes and holds the heights, They waic for
reinforcements, but the militia refuses to cross the river.

Overwhelmed by regulars and Indians, the whole ammy
surrenderg, i

Locate Queenston, Figure P19,
Place battle marker,

Bl6 BRITISH BUILDING A FLEET

You are a saywer. Planks are sawed from logs with
2-man crosacut saws. Planking, the skin of the ship,
starts at the keel or bottom and works up to the bilge.
Planks ara 4" thick, 8" wide, curved at the canter and
tapered at both ends. Ships are put together with
handmade nails. Caulking (filling the cracks between
the planks) make the ships watertight. Strands of
cotton and oakum {(tarred hemp) are forced into the
cracks with a caulking hammer.

See pictures P18,

B17. BRITISH BUILDING A FLEET

You are a craftsman helping to build ships for the British
fleet. Deck beams are usually 12" solid oak timbers.

Decks are solidly built to support heavy cannon. You must
think of balance, especially as guns recoil. Lake ships
muat be shallow draft so they can get over sandbars and

go near shore, Masts are made of pine logs 28" in dlameter
and 180 feet long, These are debarked, squared, made
occtagonal, then planed smooth and tapered at the top.

A tule of thumb is that the diameter across the base of the
mast, in inches, should equal the heaight of the mast in
yards. Another way of figuring the height of the mast ie
that it should be three times the wideth (beam) of the ship,

See Figure P18.

B18. DBRITISH BUILDING A FLEET

Sailors, like you, take over to band the sails. The square
Tigging gives ;ore speed but less maneuverability. Riggers
attach the cordage (ropes) that support and control the
sails. Hemp rope has the advantages of carrying great
weight, not swelling in water, not losing strength when
tarrad, and being easy to handle, Stays are the ropes

that secyrs the masts fore and aft. Shrouds sacure the
masts from side to side and are used &s ladders to climb
aloft.

See Figure P15.

B19, BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Queenston Heights, October 13, 1812,

You, General Brock, arrive at Fort George eight days after
taking Detroit. You are sure that the next attack will

be along the Niagara River. You have 1,200 men spread
along tha entire length of the rivar. You hear gunfire

at Queenston, jump on your horee, and ride alone to see
what is happening. You immadiately take command and send
for reinforcements, During an assault, you receive a
fatal chest wound. When all seems lost, Ganeral $heaffe
arrives with reinforcements from Fort George. The
Americang are pushed to the top of the cliff. With no

retreat or reinforcements possible, the American army
surrenders.

See Figure P19,

Locate Queenston and Fort George.
Place battle marker.




A20, AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Fort George, May 27-June 24, 1813,

You, an American army officer, are participating

in a combined army and navy assault on Fort George,
major British fort on the Niagara River, The operation
worke so smoothly and the numbers of Americans are seo
overpowering, that the battle 1is socn wan, The British
geéneral Vincent, convinced that he cannot hold the
fort or the river, spikes the guna, degtroys the
emmunition, abandons the fort, and hegins his retreat
to the west toward Burlington Heights, For z while,
the Americans hold rche whole length of the Niagara
River.

On wap, FPigure P19, find the Nlagara River, Fort
George and Burlington Bay at the western end of

Lake Ontario.
Place battle marker.

A21, AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Ships from Black Rock, June 6-19, 1813,

The battles along the Niagara River put the whole
length of the river temporarily in American hands.
Port Erie was destroyed, Its guns had constantly
threatenad Black Rock, the American naval base across
the river, preventing ships from sailing. You,
Perry, are able to move five converted trading ships
full of naval supplies from Black Rock to Presque
Isle., A problem you overcame was the strong current
of the Niagara River, It was very difficult for
sailing ships to move against it. 1In order to mave
the ships to Lake Erie, all yoursailotrs, 200 soldiers,
and oxen were employed for six days to pull them by
rope into Lake Erie, Luckily, you slipped past
Barclay in a fog that descended on the lake,

See Black Rock, Presque lsle, Figure P19,
Move 5 ships.

A22, AMERICAN PREPARING FOR SEA

Perry's fleet into Lake Erie, August 1-4, 1813,

The ships are completed and equipped. More seamen
finally arrive. You, Perry, are angry at being bottled
up 1n cthe harbor, blockaded by Barclay's fleet jusgt
outside, Suddenly, however, the British disappear and
you move. You must first get the ahips over the sandbar
at the mouth of the harbor. The two biggeat ships need
nine feet of water to float. There is only four feet
of water over the bar. You atrip the ships of heavy
guna, Your men rig a "camel,” (flat scows almost full
of water), fastened on each gide of the ship. When the
water is pumped out, the ship {s raised enough to
scrape over the bar. It took two days and nighta to
move the Lawrence, but only one day for the Niagara.
The fleer is now in the lake ready to fight.

See Figure P18,

B20. PBRITISH BATTLE CARD
Fort George, May 27-June 24, 1813.

Although the Battle of Fort George and the abandonment of
all fortifications along the Niagara River was a disaster,
the following events have a happier ending for the British,
mainly because of the courage of a young Canadian lady.

You are Laura Secord. You live in Queenston along the
Niagara River., You overhear American officers planning an
attack on an important stronghold of the retreating
British Avmy, You decide to warn the British cosmander,
You start at dawn, circling through the woods te avoid
American sentries, You walk 20 miles crogs-country, crosa a
river, and arrive at dark at an Indian camp. Met by
war-cries, you hide your fear and insist on being takenm to
the British commander. The warning saves the Britsh from
destruction.

B21. BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Ships from Black Rock, June 6-19, 1813,

At least part of the final naval disaster is because of
some sericus personal errors on your part, Britrigh
Captain Barclay, First, you didn't carch the fiva ahips
that slipped out of Black Rock Harbor om the 1lith to
join Perry at Presque lale. Second, you didn't attack
Preasgque Isle. You could not persuade General Procter to
supply you with troops. The harbor was poorly defended
and easy to attack. Procter's soldiers and siege
equipment might have been used bettar against Presque Isle
to dastroy the bottled-up fleet than against Fort Meigs
and Stephenson,

See Figure P19,
Find Buffalo, Black Rock, Presque Isle.

B22. BRITISH PREPARING FOR SEA

Perry's Fleet into Lake Erie.

One of the really unanswered questions on the naval battle
is why you, Barclay, left the blockada of Presque Isle

and alfowed Perry to haul his defenseless ships over the
sandbar. Some say you became impatient of the 10 day's
wait, or got low on provisions, However, Dobbins said you
were invited to a public dinner by Port Dover, & small
village a little below Long Point in Canada. TR a toast
you say you expect to find the Yankee brigs hard and fast
on the bar at Erie whan you return. It will be a small jeb

to destroy them, Unfortunately, when you return, the ships

are already in the lake searching to destroy the British
navy.

See Figure PlS
Find Long Point.




A23, AMERICAN THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE

September 10, 1813,

You are James Alexander Perry, the l3-year old brother of
the commander of the fleet. Since you are planning to
become g naval officer you are serving your brother as
midshipman. This is the way that officers are traimed in
the American Kavy, Your major duty during battle is teo
carry messages between the commander and other officers
of the ship, "Sail Ho!" The call of the laokout tells
you enemy ssils have been sighted off Ratctlesnake Island.
There is a bustle of activity as the ship is readied for
action and the anchor cable pulled in, Within 15 minutes
all ?s ready and in quiet you taensely watch the two linea
of ships draw closer. Battle order is: Scorpion, Ariel,
Lawraice, Caledonia, Niagara, Scmers, Porcupine, Tigress
and Tripre. A cheer goes up as Perry raises his blue

and white battle flag "Don't Give Up the Ship." The
Detroit's first shot is short, The second goes through
the bulwarks, The battle is joined and becomes general.

Line up ships as in Diagram 1, Figure P16,
See Figure Pl4,

A24, AMERICAN SHIPS

Ship Type Tons Crew Longguns Carronades
Lawrence Brig 260 136 2 18
Niagara Brig 260 155 2 18
Caledonia Schooner 84 53 2 1
Ariel Schooner 60 36 4 0
Scorpion  Schooner &0 35 1 1
Trippe Schooner 5Q 35 1 0
Porcupine Schoonar 50 25 1 1]
Tigress Schooner 50 27 1 1]
Scmers S1loop 65 a0 1 1

Square-rigged ships were faster and eagier te handle in
bad weather. A fore=aft rig could sail closer to the
direction of the wind and didn't have to tack so often.
Tong indicate how much cargo the ship could carry. One
ton- f11led 40 cubic feet of hold space. (Adapted from
Battle of Lake Erie - Dodge).

Compare totals of tonsg, crew, and guns of the American
and British ships

A25. AMFRICAN SHIP'S PERSONNEL

You are a lieutenant reaponsible for the starboard
carronades. These are 5%-foot guna, sometimes called
"smashers’ by the enemy because of the large jagged

hole they could make in solid ocak. Besidas the 32-1b
iron ball, this cannon can fire quilted bags of grapeshot
{cannisters of pellets), that explode like a shotgun
blast, and leather bags of langrage (sharp bits of metal),
that cut ropea and rails. Most (39} of the American

guns are carronades. The British have only 28. You must
be very close, within 330 yards.

At the bow of the ship there are two 12-1b long guns,

or '"chasers.” ‘These fire a smaller ball but have a
greater range, from 800 to 14600 yards. Americans have
only 15 of these guns to the British 35.

See picture, Pl4.

B23. BRITISH THE BATTLE OF LAXE ERIE

Seprember 10, 1813.

You are Barglay., It is a clear, bright morning with a light
breaze when you leave Amheratburg harbor, Your 6 ships are
newly painted and make a brave sight. When the enemy 1is
sighted, you draw up a line and wait their coming., TYour
order of line is: Chippewa, Detroit, Hunter, Queen Charlotte,
Lady Prevost and Little Belt. The band strikes up

"God Save the King.," You have the weather gauge. It is

to your advantage to keep the enemy at a distance where you
can reach him with your long guns, and he cannot reach you
with his short range carronades, Your strategy is to
concentrate all possibla fire on the Lawrence. The battle
becomas one of the most fierce in all the history of small
gsailing ships.

Line up shipa as in Diagram 1.
Figure P16.

B24. BRITISH SHIPS

Ship Type Tons Crew Longguns Carromades
Detroit Ship 300 150 17 2

Q. Charlotte Ship 200 126 3 14

L. Prevost Brig 96 86 3 10
Huntar Brig 75 45 3

L. Belt Sloop 60 18 3 0
Chippewa Schooner 35 15 1 0

Ships are 3-masted, Brigs are 2-masted. Both are square-
rigged; that is, sails are crossways to the length of ship.
A Schooner is 2-masted; fore and aft rigged with triamgular
sails parallel with the length of the ship.

A Sloop is l-masted. Yt may be riggad sithar way, but her
comuander iz less than a captain. (Adapted from Battle of
Lake Erie=--Dodge),

Compare totals of tons, crew and guné with American ships.

B25. BRITISH SHIP'S PERSONNEL

You are a "powder monkey." TYou are 1l years old. Your
Job 13 to get a cartridge from the gunner’s mate in the
hold to each gun crew, The cartridge is the size and
shape of a fireplace log, covered with flannel ecloth and
filled with coarse black powder. You run as fast as bare
feet can go. You watch the crew hayl the gun in, sponge
the bore, ram your cartridge down the bora, followed by
the shot. A wad of rope holds the charge in place. The
touchhole 1s primed with fine powders. The covering of
the cartridge is torn. The muzzle is Tum out the gunpore,
A slow match makes the explosion that forces the gun to
recoil backwards with great force. You are careful never
to stand directly behind the guns for this reason.

See picture Pl4,




A26, AMERICAR THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE

September 10, 1813,

You are a gunner. You load and fire as fast as

you can, The air ia filled with smoke, The noise

is such that you do not regain your hesring for

a year. The man next to you has his legs shot off,

At one point you think you are blinded when a men's
braing cover your face. One enemy shot hit a gun,
which exploded, wounding all near it; one man is
peppered with bits of metal from his chin to his
knees. Eight percent of the crew is dead or wounded,
Of the 19 still functional, only nlne are seamen,
Rigging is shot away, the sails are in shreds, the guns
dismounted. The Lawvence is a wreck, strewn wich dead
and wounded bodies.

See Figure Pl4,

A27, AMERICAN THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE

September 10, 1813.

You, Perry, turn the ship over to the wounded Yarnall.
You take your brother, the battle flag, and four creumen
into a boat and row to the Niggara, Although a atanding
target for British marksmen, you arrive safely: Its

not known whether Elliott of the Niagara held back becausge
of a "flukey" wind, a strict obedienze to orders to stay
one~half cable length from the Caledonia, or resentment
of you. Under your command, the Niagara now moves
through the British line, giving dreadful double-shotted
broadsides as she passes. The ., Charlotte and the
Daetroit become entangled, L, Prevost loges her rudder.
Other American ships move in,

Move ships as in Diagrams 2 and 3, Figure P16,
See picture, Figure P17.

A28. AMERICAN THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE

September 10, 1813.

You, Usher Parsons, surgecn, have been very busy. Your
Surgery is small and ungafe, A young midshipman, who

had just had a tournequet on his arm, was killed when

a ball came inte the dispensary and hit him in the chest.
Another just mimsed your head as you bent over a patient,
In all, six balls crashed into the room through the thin
planks. Your first job 18 to stop bleeding; second to
amputate crushed armg and legs; chird, to set broken bones;
and finally, to care for other injuries., Since you are
working alone, it takes you two days to patch up your
own wounded, before you offer your services to the
defeated enemy. You are proud that only three of your
wounded die. You say that the fregh air, good food and
victory helped them get well,

B26. BRITISH THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE

September 10, 1813.

You are & British officer. It is difficult to weigh
the factors that can win the battle. You have fewer
ships, of less tonnage, and of much leas fire power,
but they are probably stronger and better built than-
the American ships. You have & commodore and two
captains, compared to two captains on the American
side. As commander you have more experilence than
young Perry. The Americans have a slight edge ot the
nunber of seamen, but many are 11l. Their gunners
have had more recent practice and perhaps more
ammunition. Overall, then, you have about 2/3 of

the strengch of your opponent, The quality of the
fighting will determine the outcome.

See Figure P15.

B27. BRITISH THE BATITLE OF LAKE ERIE

September 10, 1813.

The Detroit carries a mixture of guns from Fort Malden.
Of 19 guns, 6 are of different calibre. The complica~
tions of ammunition supply in action can hardly be
imagined. Many have no firing mechanisms and officers
muat fire pistols at the touchole, The greatest
problem, however, is the logss of trained afficers.
You, Barclay, are wounded five times. Your secoad in
command is mortally wounded. Captain Finnis on the
Queen Charlotte, second in command of the fleet, 1is
killed very early. Hia first lieutenant is struck
genseless by a splinter. After two hours, every
officer and their geconds are either killed or so
severely wounded that they have to leave the deck.

See Figure P16,
Move ghips as in Diagrams 2 and 1.

B28. BRITISH THE BATTLE OF LAKE FRIE

Septembar 10, 1813,

The unmanageable ships, the deadly raking cannon
fire, and the lack of officers lead the British
ghips, ona after another, to run down their flags
and surrender. The Little Belt and the Chippewsa,
which tried to make a eun for it, are chased and
brought back by the Scorpion and the Trippe. Defeat
is complete. You, Barclay, and an officer from each
of the ships go to the Lawrence and, threading your
way among the dead and wounded, you offer your sword
to Perry. That evening men killed in battle are
buried at gsea., The next day the damaged squadrons
limp back to Put-In-Bay, where rhe officers are
buried, You hear Perry's famous message, ''We have
met the enemy, and they are ours.”




A29. AMERICAN TOWARD THE THAMES

End of September.

You are Captain Thomas Sidney Jessup, ordered by the
Secretary of War in March to prepare transport boats

for an invagion of Canada. In a small yard on the
Cuyahoga River st Cleveland, you bulld 65 small, narrow,
flat-bottomed boats for $125 each, You worry that you
might be attacked before the boats can be finighed. This
doegn't happen, and you are able to deliver your craft
at the mouth of the Portage River where the Army of the
Northwest is collecting. Your boats and Perry's fleet
transport the army and equipment in & series of tsland-
hopping steps, Finally, on the 27th, the final embarka-
tion lands the army in Canada for the offensive that
will end British and Indian threats,

A30. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Battle of Thames, October 5, 1813.

You are Colonel R, M, Johmson, in charge of a mounted

troop of Kentucky riflemen under Governor Shelby. Harrison
decidey on the unusual tactic of a cavalry charge through
the woods. Kentuckilan frontiersmen are probably the best
in the world at such. Besides, they are relatives of men
killed in the Raisin River Massacre and are thirsty for
revenge, Harrison feels the tactic will be unexpected

and thug guccessful. Two charges bresk the line and scatter
ie. TFighting becomes one to one. You are wounded in the
hip, thigh and hand. You shoot an Indian and collapse

from loss of blood. The Indian may have been Tecumseh,

See Figures P10 and P1l.

431, AMERICAN BATTLE CARD

Battle of Thames, October 5, 1813.

You are William Henry Harrison, victorious gemeral of

the battle. The Americans had 15 killed and 30 wounded.
The British losses were 18 killed, 26 woundad and some

600 captured. The Indians left 33 dead on the field,
After Tecumseh's death, they melted away, never again to
be a serfous threat in the Northwest. Horsemen followed
escaping stragglera from the British army. Theyfound
Procter's carriage abandoned, but he managed to get

away In the dark along a by-path. For practical purposes,
the war in the Northwest i{s over and won.

See Figure PLO.
Place battle marker.

A32.

We fought the English for the right
Of free men to be free,

Against a strong foe's willful might,
Impressment on the sea;

And so we fought to keep alight

The torch of liberty!

B23. BRITISH TOWARD THE THAMES

End of September,

Suddenly, unprotected by the fleet, your army's position at
Amherstburg is impossibla. Fort Malden had been stripped
of guns, ammunition, and food to help Barclay, Needed food
and supplies are 200 miles to the eaat. You, Procter,

must gurrander or retreat, You chocse ratreat, Destroying
all you can of buildings and supplies, and sending off the
women, children and heavy baggage in advanca, you begin

the march. You have 540 regulars of the 4lst, almost 300
militia, and about 500 Indfans, The route you choose is
along the Detroit River north to Lake St. Clair, then east
aleng the Thames River. Autumn raina have made the roads,
really forest tracks, almost impassible.

Sae Figure P10,
Trace route with game piece,

B30. BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Battle of Thameq, October 5, 1813,

You are Tecumseh. You are not tbld of the defeat of the
fleet, but you notice preparations for retreat. You want
to stand and fight, You feel contempt for Procter. You
call him a dog running with his tail between his legs.
When he stubbornly continues, you have little choice but
to follow. You have long been committed to his cause,

At Moraviantown he finally turns to fight. Two savage
cavalry dashes turn into hand-to-hand fighte. It is

said thet ycu, wounded, try to tomahawk Colonel Johnzon and
are killed by him. Some say Kentuckians make razor strap
trophies of your skin. Others tell that you were buried

in a asecret grave by friends, The Indian's great leader
ia no more. ’

See Figure Pl1l1.

B31. BRITISH BATTLE CARD

Battle of Thames, Occober 5, 1813,

You are General Procter, Everything has gone wrong.

Your retreat path is clogged with women, children,
Indians, baggage. You didn't really think the enemy
would follew, but Harrison's army is snapping at your
heels. Your men are tired, hungry, cold, dispirited

and resentful, You turn to fight. The Thames River is
one one side. A large swamp 1s on the other. A narrow
swamp In the center divides the ground into two corridors,
easy to defend. Thundering cavalry charges cut your line
and fire on your rear, Within five minutes, your men are
surrendering. TYou in your carriage, and a few.of the
4lst aacape. Fighting in the Northweat is over.

See Figure P10,

B32

From New Orleans we drove that foe
And Washington's burned site;

Old Hickory was never slow

For Indian lands to fight;

And Erie's lake shall ever show

The Stars and Stripes, proud, bright!
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WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON P6

—Ohio Historical Society
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DEATH OF THOUMARN ,

AT THE BATTLE OF THE THAMES —Hist. & Phil. Soc. of Ohio
From a Currier Lithograph P11




P12

PRIVAITE OF ARTILLERY, AND AMMUNITION WALGON, ISIS—ISJI.




A romanticized portrait of Oliver. Hazard Perry. Perry, seated upon a sail and
decked out in full uniform, seems unaware of the buge “Don’t Give Up the
Ship” flag flapping bebind bim. ( Libriﬂ gf Congress)




Old engraving shows Oliver Perry just before the Bartle of Lake Erie, giving
last-minute instructions to one of the Lawrence’s gun creavs. ( Library of Con-

gress) ‘ P14

o —




Map shows disposition of British and Awmerican squadrons at the beginning of

the battle.
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BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE P17

—Q. Dept. Ind. ¢ Econ. Decel.
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Figure 17. Lin_e: of thé Corvette SARATOGA, 1814.

Chapelle says this plan of a ship built later by Noah Brown, although

bigger, is probably very similar to the ones built for Perry at Presque Isle
or Erie, for which plans do not seem to exist.

Note that three views are given. 1. The cross—cut end view (note the shallow
draft). 2. The side view. 3. One-half of the top view.
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INVESTIGATION WE HAVE MET THE ENEMY

INTRODUCTION The War of 1812 has been called our second war for
independence., If we had been defeated, we might once again
have become a colony of England. The major victory that became
the turning point in the war occurred right here in Ohio.
Commodore Perry defeated the British Navy on Lake Erie in
September, 1813, near South Bags Island. If you've been to
Put-In~-Bay you may have seen the tall column which is a
memorial to those that died, both British and American, in
the Battle of Lake Erie. What caused the war? Why were we
able to win?

Figure 1: Momiment on South Bass Island
Commemorating Perry's Victory
in the Battle of Lake Erie.

OBJECTIVES When you have completed this investigation you will be able to:

1. Describe the frontier condition of the area around Lake
Erie in 1812.

2. Explain why control of Lake Erie was vital in winning
the war in the Northwest.

3. TIdentify some of the major causes of the War of 1812.

4. Identify the factors important in winning the war.

Published by Ohio Sea Grant
Authors: Dorothy Briss, Upper Arlington Public Schools
Victor J. Mayer, Ohio State University




ACTIVITY A

MATERIALS

PROCEDURE

WHERE DID THE IMPORTANT BATTLES TAKE PLACE?

For this simulation, each group will need a map, markers,
four sets of role cards, and a packet of illustrations.

A. Identifying Factors in Determining the Outcome of a Battle.

As you do the following simulation, you will be learning
about the War of 1812 and gsome of the battles in that war. One
major idea that you should think about is: what factors help one
side or the other to win? You won't find these factors listed

in this activity. Instead, you must find clues, interpret facts
and put together information to come up with some ideas of your
own,

For example, you will read about a battle in which a very
small group of Americans abandon Fort Dearborn. They are attacked
by 500 Indians. It is obvious that the tiny party had no chance
because they were outnumbered by the enemy, The relative numbers
of soldiers on either side is one factor in winning.

1. By the end of the activity, you should be able to
list at least 6 other factors that contributed to
winning, and to give examples of each. List them
below.,

&. relative numbers: Indian attack on Fort Dearborn -

b.




There is a very old saying or proverb that says:

"For want of a nail, a shoe waslost;

For want of the shoe, the horse was lost;

For want of the horse, the rider was lost;

For want of the rider, the battle was lost;
For want of the battle, the kingdom was lost."

The military have realized from ancient times how important
supplies are to winning a war, Studying the War of 1812 provides some
good examples of logistics, the moving of military personnel and supplies.
The logistical problems were generally so great and handled so badly,

2. Below are listed four statements relating to logistics
in the War of 1812. Think about them as you are doing
the simulation. For each statement below, describe an
event you learned about during the simulation that
supports that statement,

a, Armed forces need supplies: food, clothing, shelter,
weapons, and ammunition.

b. The area around Lake Erie in 1812 consisted of small
frontier settlements or forested wilderness with few,
bad or no rcads.

¢. Water transportation is generally easier and cheaper
than overland transportation,




d. Control of the Great Lakes in general, and Lake
Erie in particular, was vital to winning the
war in the Northwest; that is, the Lake had
strategic (military) Importance.

B, Directions For the Simulation.

1, S5it in groups of four.

a. Players 1 and 2, sitting side by side, are the
American team;

Player 1 plays mainly army roles; cards Al-Al4;
Player 2 plays mainly navy roles; cards Al5-A28.

b. Players 3 and 4, sitting side by side, are the
British team;

c. Player 3 plays mainly army roleg, cards B1-Bl4;
Player 4 plays mainly navy roles, carda B15-B2§;

d. The person next to you is your officer, who will
read you the cards in the order listed above; and
see that you follow your imstructions,

In 1812, mdst soldiers and sailors could not read., 1t was
the custom of the day for the officer to read any instructions,
information, and orders of the day to his men,

2, Listen as your officer reads the card to you,
Repeat to your officer in your owm words, what has
been read to you:

Who you are; Example from Card Al: "I am General
William Hull, veteran, judge, Senator,
Governor.

What you did; I am in charge of the Army of the

Northwest.

Where you were, I meet my army in Dayton to travel
to Detroit,

3, Follow the directions on the card.

a. Examine the pictures and maps from the packet that
relate to your card:

b. Move game piece on board as your character moved;

c¢. Place markers on board for: villages, forts, and battles,




The American and British cards usually tell of the same
eventfrom different points of view. Therefore, do not put the
markers on the board until both the American and British officers
are finished reading. The winning side will put on the battle
marker. The losing side will put up the village or fort marker.

4, When your officer is satisfied that you have fulfilled
your requirements, your turn is over and you become the
officer for the person next to you.

5. The order of play is: Player 1, Card Al, American Army,
Player 3, Card Bl, British Army.
Player 2, Card AlS5, American Navy,
Player 4, Card B15, British Navy.

6. Players take turns to finish the last four cards (29-32).

C. Completion of Simulation.

1. Answer items 1 and 2 in Section A of the activity,

2. Discuss each of the following people, places, battles
and words with members of your group to become familiar
with them:

People

Robert Barclay William Henry Harrison Henry Proctor
Issac Brock William Hull Laura Secord

George Croghan Oliver H, Perry James Winchester

Places

You should be able both to make a sketch map from memory, and
also locate the places on an outline map.

Amheratburg Detroit River Put-In-Bay
Black Rock Malden Sandusky River
Buffalo Maumee River Portage River
Dayton Niagara River Presque Isle
Detroit Pittsburg Sandwich

Battles Can you put these in chronological order?

Brownstown Fort Meigs Frenchtown

Canard River Fort Harrison Magauga

Fort Dearborn Fort Michilimackinac Moraviantown

Fort Detroit Fort Stephenson Queenstown Heights

Fort George Fort Wayne Raisin River




Veocabulary Words

ambugh
amputate
anchor
arsenal
artillery
suger
battery (military)
blacksmith
Black Swamp
blockade
brig
broadaxe
camel (naval)
cannon
carpenter

cartridge (1812 meaning)

caulking
cavalry
Conestoga wagon
court martial
crogscut saw

deck

fleet
fore-and-aft-rigged
gauntlet
graphghot
harbor
hardtack

hemp

howitzer
invasion

keel

keelboat
Lawrence (ship)
long gun
magazine (military)
mast

militia
Niagara (ship)
pickets

plane (tool)
planks

L1}

"powder monkey
reinforcements
retreat

ribs (naval)
rout

sall

sandbar
schooner

siege

ship

shrouds (ropes)
sloop
square-rigged
stays (ropes)
stockade
strategy

tack (naval)
tomahawk
topman

(f_:Z;'ffzam?ﬂhtﬁzaég?JV?uvtﬁrabnz)égéa} o) riepss
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Figure 2. Perry's message to General Harrison upon winning
the Battle of Lake Erie,




ACTIVITY B

MATERIALS

PROCEDURE

WHY DID WE FIGHT?
Report of Manifesto from teacher packet.

You have just completed a simulation on the War of 1812 in
the Northwest. Why was the war fought? TIn the first part of this
activity you will learn about some of the problems that the
United States was having with Great Britain., You will use information
from publications of the period of time leading up to the war.

1. Examine Figure 3., The words in the balloons are printed
for you on page 8. Who are the big, strong, handsome
characters on the right?
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Figure 3, Cartoon from an American newspaper published about
the time of the war.




A, Oh poor sailors! Poor blue jackets. Don't go to war with the
mothercountry. Don't go to war with good old England. You will
get hard knocks on the pate (head)., You will spend vour war
in English prisons and prison ships. Don't submit to the war.
You will beg on the streets and rot in the alms {poor) house.

Oh poor sailors. Oh poor blue jackets.

B. Here's a flock of Mother Carey's chickens. What think you my
hearties to all this ?

C. VWhy to all my eye Jack, shiver my limbs, but this fellow is
an English dishcloth ~ so let's have no more of your blarney.
An American tar knows his duty - and if he gets into prison
d'ye see he'll get out again and as for a hard knock, let
them try and they will see whose head is hardest.

D. That's right my honest soul! We'll ship to our quarters, boys,
like true sailors and may the lubber be slashed home to the
gizzard and secrap’d with a sharks tooth, who would mutiny
against commander and desert ship, '‘cause a hard gale and tough
passage brings him to short allowance. And three cheers boys
Huzza--for Yankee Doodle.

2. VWhat advice is the sorry character on the left giving them?

3. What is a tory? <Check with your teacher or look it up in
your history book.

Ask your teacher for a copy of the Report or Manifesto of the
Causes and Reasons of War with Great Britain, presented to the
House of Representatives by the Committee on Foreign Relations.

4. What is the date when this report was presented?

5. Refer to the paragraph marked on pages 10-11, What do you
think the word impressment means?

6. Why do you think Great Britain Impressed American sailors?




There is an old song which says "Scalps were bought at stated
prices, Malden pays the price in gold." The song and the cartoon
in Figure 4 refer to a practice of the British and their Indian
allies, This practice was especially common in this area of the
country.
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7. What is a scalp?

8. What is the practice shown in the cartoon?
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10,

11,

12,

13,

14,

Why do you think this would anger those Amerilcans living
in this area, where the Indians were still strong?

Read the paragraph marked on pages 7-8 of the Manifesto.
Describe the blockade referred to in that paragraph,

What effect do you think the blockade had upon the United
States?

Read the first page of the Manifesto. What kinds of feelings
do you think the committee had toward Great Britain?

How does that page of the report describe the character
of the American people at that time?

Do you think the opinions expressed on this first page are
accurate regarding both the British and Americans?
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tell what the committee recommended

Read the paragraph marked on page 17 of the Manifesto.
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ACTIVITY C WHY DID WE WIN?
MATERTALS You will need the cards from the simulation,
PROCEDURE Ag you already know, the war was fought, and it was won by the

United States. The two countries signed a peace treaty in 1814,
called the Treaty of Chent. Why was the United States able to win
this war? Great Britain had a much more powerful Navy, and at the
time was perhaps the most powerful country in the world.

1. Why do you think the Americans were able to win?

In Activity A you were asked to identify factors that were
involved in winning battles. Read over those you listed in
item 1 on page 2.

Supplying the troops was particularly difficult in the War of
1812, Britain was very far away, across an ocean and half of a
continent of wilderness, Often communication was very bad. She was
d major industrial nation, but her supply routes were very long.

America, too, had difficulties, There was a lack of organization
in the War Department. It had only a Secretary of War and a few
clerks to write letters., The Quartermaster Corps was not begun until
late in the war. There was a lack of supplies because America was
a4 new nation with only a few of her own industries. Roads were few
and very poor, especially in the Northwest.

2., Explain the two means of transportation by which supplies
came to Presque Isle (Erie).

a.

3. Explain at least 5 difficulties and discomforts you would have
faced as you traveled north with Hull toward Lake Erie and
Fort Detroit.

a.

b'
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4. Explain why Lake Erie was important in the war, Why did Britain
and America fight so hard for control of the lake? :

5. Have you changed your mind as to why you think the United
States won? If so, what do you now think?

TET-IN-lAY. o




