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Western Oregon Boaters Survey Summary

The responses ta the beating survey you participated in during 1977-78 have been tabulated, and I have
compiled some information I thought may interest you.

First, the survey served two purposes. I wanted ta obtain current information about the character-
istics of western Oregon boaters, and boats. I also wanted ta secure data I need to estimate the demand
for recreational boat moorage and out-af-season storage facilities. The information I'm passing along
to you now regards boat and boat owner characteristics.

From the 2,395 boaters who responded to the 6,668 surveys I mailed, I found that the typical western
Ozegon boater is about 50. The majority, about 25%, earn between $15,000 and 520,000 annually. Boat
owners are predominateLy male {98'! and married {89'4!.

I made tables to analyze your responses to several questions. In reading the tables, combination
baaters are those who boat tn both fresh and saltwater.

If you have questions about these survey results, or wish to know more about responses to othez.
questions I asked but did not discuss here, feel free to contact me, Charles Vars, at Sea Grant, Oregon
State University, AdS A418, Corvallis, OR 97331.

Thank yau for your participation
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Saltwatez boaters have longer boats �9 feet! than freshwater boaters �6 feet!. The majority of
boaters �7"! use outboard motors. Saltwater and combinatian boaters use larger engines than fresh-
water boaters. Fiberglass is the most popular hull material.
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Estimated Value of Boat and Gear
Januarv 1978,

by Household Income

Boaters' estimates of what their boats and gear are worth at 1977 prices reveal that the value of
their investments increase as household incomes increase,

Oregon boaters have substantial investments in boats and gear as reflected in the typical va.lue of
their investments. If this value is multiplied by the estimated number of boats in ~astern Oregon in
January 1978 �07,000!, the current value of owner investments is $214 million. Statewide, the value
of recreational boats and gear is conservatively estimated at $240-260 million.
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Saltwater boaters usually launch their boats farther trom i,orna. They also keep and use their
boats farther frotr home than other types of boaters.
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Average Days Spent xn Various Activities by Type of Boater
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Bv far, the most popular activity among boaters is fishing. On the average, a typical boater
spends almost 19 days a year angling. Boaters who keep their boats where they use them spent
125"~ more ttme boating each year than those who transport their boats between uses.
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Degree' of Satisfaction with available Services

Percent of Responoents

Can' t
Not Get Sot y.o
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>ne majority of boaters feeL that restrooms, fuel and oil supp!ies, and camping tacilities are very
mportant services at a boating site. Haul-out facilities and 24-hour security are also verv important.

I asked boaters if they are satisfied with the services they receive for their boating activities.
gore than half say they are satisfied or that the services are not important to them.

Total Annual Boating Expenses for ALL Classes of Boateia,
by Household Income and Estimated Value of Boat and Gear
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Boater's' expenditures increase as income and value of boats ard gear increases. I estrmate hat in
197, westerner uregon Uoaters sl>ent 5 mi <Lion boating.
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8,000-9,999
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36.0
39.9
16.5

5100
73

140
141
161
198

290
368
593

34
8

136
226
9

349
479

1,012
4>9a3
6,583

4.0
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