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PREFACE

Pro!cot Objootive

The three-part objective of this Sea Grant/National N!azine Fisheries
Service pro!ect was: �! to examine anglers' experiences with tag-and-
release f ishing programs: �! to determine significant impediments, if
any to expanded participation in such programs as well as catch-and-
release fishing in general; and �! to address anglers' concerns and
quest ions about catch/tag-and-release fishing by developing educat iona 1
material t.o promote greater participation in these activities and
minimize fish mortalities due to improper tagging or release techniques.

To achieve this oblective, the zeseazchers: �! compiled information on
existing tagging programs, including problems experienced by program
coordinators and anglers: �! compiled information from anglers concern-
ing experiences with tagging and reasons for participating/not partici-
pating in existing programs; and �! convened a workshop for tagging
program coordinators, other researchers, fishery managers, and anglers
to explore catch/tag-and-release fishing i.ssues and directions for
improving angler participation in these activities.

This final contract report contains two principal elements: �! a sum-
mary of the workshop on Catch/Tag-and-Release Fishing in the Northeast:
Issues, Problems, Potential, held in April 1990 at the Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution and �! all materials contained in the Year
One Contract Report, including summaries of tagging programs in the
Hortheast and angler survey results regarding experiences with tagging
programs. This report is one of two products from the pro!ect .

The second product from the pro!ect is an educational brochure entitled
"Giving Something Back--Catch 4 Release and Tag a Release Ffshlng:
Anglers ' Gufde to Programs and Resources on the Atlantic Coast . " The
brochure addresses is~usa that the study found to be of concern to an-
glers regarding releasing or tagging and releasing fish. It also lists
contacts foz tagging programs in which angler's can participate and edu-
cational materials as well as equipment aimed at promoting more effec-
tivee release of healthy fish. Single or multiple copies of the brochure
are available fzee from the offices listed at the end of this section.

Ackno»ladgements

The authors wish to thank all of the tagging program coordinators, work-
shop speakers, and anglers who contzibuted time and information to the
study. A debt of gratitude is especially owed to Dr. Alan White of the
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution  WHOI! and Hs, Lee Campbell,
Communicator for the WHOI Sea Grant Program, for serving as willing and
excellent hosts for the Catch/Tag-and-Release Fishing Workshop held in
April 1990, Hr. Frank C, Mather III, retired from WHOI since 1980, made
a special contribution to the exchange of information at the workshop
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both through both his luncheon remarks and his involvement in workshop
discussions. A cert. if icate of appreciation was presented to Mr. Hather
at the workshop for his past and continued contributions to tagging and

improved understanding of pelagic fishes.

Brochures are available f rom:

Associate Director

Maine/New Hampshire Sea Grant.
Harine Extension Program

Kingman Farm

Uni.versity of New Hampshire

Durham NH 03824-3512

603-749-1565

Recreational F'isheties Coordinator

NMF'S Nort heast Fishe ries Center

Water Street
Woods Hole HA 02543-1097

508-548-5123

Recreational Fisheries Coordinator

NHF'S S out he a st Regions 1 Of f i ce
9450 Koger Blvd.

St. Petersburg FL 33702

813-893-3141

Communicator

New York Sea Grant Marine

Extension Program
Dutchess Hall

SUNY at Stony Brook

Stony Brook NY 11794-5001
516-632-6905

Sea Grant Publications

Virginia Sea Grant Harine Advisory
Program

Virginia Institute of Marine
Science

College of William and Hary

P.O, Box 1346
Gloucester Point VA 23062

804-642-7170

Communicator

New Jersey Sea Grant Marine

Advisory Program
Marine Sciences Consortium

Building 22
F'ort Hancock NJ 07732

908-872-1300

During preparation of the workshop summary and final contract report,
Ms. Barbara Wingender of the New Jersey Sea Grant Marine Advisory Pro-

gram took on the dif f icult task of transcribing the workshop session
tapes. Ms. Elizabeth Krome prepared the workshop summary from tran-
scripts, tapes, and co-principal investigators' notes; designed and
edited the educational brochure; and edited the final contract report

Mr. Kenneth Beal and Ms. Joyce Lacerda of NNFS Northeast Region's
Industry Services Division  Saltonstall-Kennedy Grants Program coordina-
tors! in Gloucester, Massachusetts, and the pro!ect's technical monitor,
Mr. Stewart Wilks, of NMFS Sandy Hook Lab, provided consi.derable assis-
tance in administering the pro!ect. Ms. Jane Lopez of VINS Sponsored
Research Offi,ce also handled many administrative needs of the pro!ect.

Dr, 'William Rickards, Director, and Dr. Dave Smith, former Assistant
Director, of the Virginia Sea Grant College Program provided overall ad-
ministrative and coordinating support for this cooperative multi-state
Sea Grant Program effort.
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This project examined accomplishments, successes, and problems associ-
ated with major tag-and-release programs in the Northeast. region  Raine
to Virginia!. Anglers were surveyed to determine their experiences and
concerns regarding tag-and-release fishing. A workshop of tagging pro-
gram coordinators, other researchex's, f ishing managers, and anglers was
held to discuss issues and problems associated with catch/tag-and-
release fishing efforts and to explore changes necessary to expand
angler participation in such practices.

The following are highlights from compiled information and woxkshop dis-
cussions associated with the project .

Information Compiled from Tagging Program Coordinatore

~ Two basic types of tagging programs exist: those which depend upon
anglers to do the majority of tagging, and those in which project
scientists and trained personnel do the tagging. Both types of pro-
grams depend largely upon recreational and commercial fishermen and
fish processing houses to return tags from captured fish.

~ Important to the success of tagging programs are: �! clearly stating
the objectives; �! using tested tags and tagging devices; �! de-
signing and implementing fish handling and tagging procedures appro-
priate to the targeted species of fish; �! developing training in-
formation for angler participants; �! providing a reward or incen-
tive system to promote tag returns; �! establishing a public rela-
tions and education campaign, including a prompt response to persons
returning tags; and �! coordinating tagging efforts with appropriate
agencies and organization.

~ Tagging programs have significant problems related to: �! improper
handling of fish and poor tagging practices; �! the quality of data
obtained from taggers and from anglers returning tags; �! quality
ang!.er involvement and a meaningful rate of tag returns.

Anglers' Experiences and Views on Tag-and-Release

~ Over one-third of the 378 survey respondents participated in tagging
programs, with the majority beginning tagging within the past five
years  since I984! .

~ Primary reasons for not participating in tagging programs included:
 l! not knowing who to contact for tags; �! not knowing about. exist-
ing programs; �! not wanting to be bothered with tagging; �! being
concerned about causing injury to fish; and �! fearing how tagging
data would be used.



Prospect High lights

~ Tagging programs with the highest rates of participation included the
NHFS Cooperative Game Fish and Shark Tagging Programs and the
American Littoral Society Program.

~ The majority of those participating in tagging programs experience no
problems with the programs.

~ Of those anglers experiencing problems, those most frequently men-
tioned were �! inadequate instruction on tagging procedures; �! in-
effective tags; �! problems with the tagging apparatus, and �!
problems getting new tags.

~ Although most persons catching tagged fish returned tags promptly,
some did not; these latter individuals listed the following reasons
for their slow responses: �! lack of understanding of the importance
of tagging; �! concern over how the tag return data would be used.

~ Anglers' suggestions for ways to expand tagging participation in-
cluded: �! more education efforts on tagging, tagging procedures,
and the benefits of tagging data; �! incentives for participation;
�! more information about the benefits of participating in tagging
programs; and �! more publicity on the results of tagging programs.

Woods Hole Workshop Issues and Recommendations

Increased educational efforts are needed to improve tagging program
participation, the quantity of data collected, and the quality of
data obtained; educational efforts need to be directed at not only
the angling community, but also the media and the public at large.

~ Educational and public relations efforts of most tagging progiams are
hampered by low budgets and correspondingly small staffs.

~ Kore research is needed on tag shedding problems with specific
species and specific tags; double-tagging efforts woold help deter-
mine where problems occur, as would tests whereby tagged fish are
held in captivity to observe tag retention rates.

~ Issuing tags in bulk to clubs and tournament officials can result in
poor record-keeping as to which anglers have which tags; most pro-
grams prefer to issue tags to individual anglers.

~ Programs need to facilitate the return of tag data by such means as
toll-free numbers and reward incentives.

~ Better educational efforts are needed from tagging programs regarding
how tag return data will be used. If tag return data may be used in
future management decisions or to impose stricter regulations on
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catches, programs need to be forthright with such information and
work to explain to fishermen how the data can benefit. the fishery
resource.

~ Tagging results have proved that many coastal pelagic species travel
great distances and are shared more widely internationally than once
thought. Effective tagging and fishery management programs must
establish an international scope to be successful.

~ In most cases, tagging programs in which scientists and trained tech-
nical personnel are the taggers provide the best quality and most
useful tagging results, but such programs are expensive to operate.

~ Tagging results on striped bass, flounder, bluefin tuna, lobsters,
and other species have produced strong evidence as to the serious im-
pact of heavy fishing pressure on fishery stocks. Other valuable
data such as stock identification, growth rates, and location of
spawning and nursery areas have also been obtained through tagging.

~ More study is needed to determine the impacts of tagging-related fish
mortality and hook-and-release mortality and to find ways to reduce
such mortalities. Training angler taggers would help reduce fish
injuries and mortalities.

Tagging of fish should not be encouraged just for t.he sake of tagging
or as "the right thing to do" to help fishery resources; potential
negative effects of tagging need to be considered also.

Factors that encourage involveme~t in tag-and-release fishing are ed-
ucation/training, publicity about the rationale behind programs, and
ease of participation.

~ Factors that discourage participation in tag-and-release fishing  or
in some cases catch-and-release!, are confusion, laziness, and fear
about how the data will be used; other impediments include the desire
to eat the fish or display the catch at dockside, the belief that
tag- or catch-and-release programs are irrelevant to fishery manage-
ment, or the feeling that the reward for participation is insuffi-
cient.

~ New tagging efforts directed at previously untagged species need to
test tags on fish specimens in control situations. There is a need
for more information in the scientific and popular periodical litera-
ture as to how various tags performs in certain species of fish.

Tagging data repositories need to be better coordinated. It is
extr'emely important that all tagging efforts collect data conscien-
'tiously and make it available to fishery management agencies as well
as the larger fishing community for maximum benefit to all.
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The followfng svmaarfes represent the ma jor concepts and issues of
dfscvssfon from the presentat fons made at the Catch/Tag-and-Release
Ffshfng fn the Hortheast workshop, he!d Aprf f Z7-28, l 990, at the
Hole Oceanographf c fnst itvt f on, Hoods Hole, iifA  see wc r kshop a@endo
end of sectfon3 .

Sea Orant Tag-and-Release A ~ aeaement

John Tf edema nn and Maureen Dorm el ly

Ha jor tag-and-release programs operating in the northeast region f rom
Vi rg in ia t o Ha inc we re ident i f ied. P rog ram coo zdina t o rs we re a s ked t o
describe the primary objectives of their programs, the duration,
staf f ing, level and type of angler participation, tagging devi.ces arid
procedures, and contributions of data to management decisions,

The common denominators of successful programs aze fairly obvious: ob-
jectives are clearly statedr the type of tag used has been researched
and proven successful over time; information contained on the tag re-
mains readable and produces good return rates: tagging procedures are
appropriate to the skill level of those involved: publicity is adequate;
and the effort. is coordinated with appropriate groups or agencies.

Concerns expressed by program coordinators generally fell into three

categories: first, the potential for improper handling and tagging tech-
niques to injure the fish; second, the importance of obtaining quality

data: and third, the necessity for maintaining and expanding angler
involvement .

increased education was a common thread throughout all these concern~--

educat ion not only of the angling community but of the media, the out-

door writers, and the public at large.

Attitudes withi~ the angling community were surveyed, Two kinds of
general questions were asked. The fizst set related to the part icipa-
tion in various tag and release programs, and the second related to at-
titudes toward tag and release, Host of the concerns that were found
the survey will be mentioned in other sessions at this workshop; spe-
cific tabulation of the responses can be found in Appendix
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Tag-and-Release Highlights Around the Nation, A National
Perspective on Tag-and-Release

"Rip" Cunningham, Frank Carey, Dennis Sabo, John Spence, and Tomf headset

A change in fishermen's attitudes has taken place within recent memory.
In the last ten years tag-and-release has increasingly become an impor-
tant part of tournament f ishing, and also a part of the day-to-day f ish-
ing experience. The percentage of fishing tournaments advertising in
Saltwater Sportsman that offer some form of recognition for releasing
fish  i.e., release categories! has risen from 5-10% ten years ago to
60-75% at present. This shift in attitudes can be attributed to several

factors. Anglers' publications have begun spreading the conservation
message, not only in editorials but also in their overall coverage.
Fishing clubs and conservation organizations have done much to establish

tag-and-release. Simple peer pressure has also become important. In
addit.ion to all these factors, the realization is growing among fisher-
men that fish stocks are in poor shape and that more information on

stock dynamics is needed to reverse the trends.

Some examples of signif icant tag return results:

~ Tagging of steelhead trout from Alaskan rivers has revealed a trans-

Pacific migration of steelhead from the Gulf of Alaska to the coast
of Japan and Russia. This migration route crosses an area where high

seas drift nets are heavily concentrated.

~ A tag returned from a medium-sized sailfish 11 years after tagging

proved that the life span of sailfish was much longer than the previ-
ously-assumed 7 years.

~ A tagged striped bass had gro~n from 11 inches to over 30 pounds in 10
years.

A shark dart tag placed in a sandbar shark in 1971 off New Jersey was

recovered from the shark nor'th of naytona Seach in 1990.

A useful adjunct to traditional tagging programs is acoustic telemetry
tagging of fish, 'Hhereas traditional tag returns yield information
about the long-term migrations, growth, and life history of a species,
radio transmitters can supply data on feeding habits, swimming speed and
depth, and other short-term behavior. The two kinds of data taken to-
gether can give a more complete picture of a fish's daily habits, infor-
mation that is crit. ical to understanding an organisms's response to its
environment.

The perception that tag-and-release data significantly help commercial
fishermen better locate fish is widespread and often cited by recre-
ational fishermen as a reason they neit.her tag fish nor return tags. It
is also possible that some anglers use this excuse to cover their un-
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willingne~s to take the trouble of returning tegs. To the extent that
this misconception on use of data is an honestly held opinion, education
is necessary.

One limitation on the education of anglers about tag-and-release is that
most tagging programs have small staffs and budgets; thus expansion of
their programs is difficult or impossible. Popular sportsfishing publi-
cations appear to be the key to getting information out on tag-and-
release.

Tag-and-release fishing allows a charter boat captain the opportunity to
provide anglers with the exciting experience of releasing a fish; it is
also a good opportunity 'to educate them as to the biology and nat.ural
history of the fish, This increased knowledge is likely to help shift
anglers' attitudes away from the "meat" fishery approach toward a con-
servation ethic.

Selection of tags is critical. For example, the wrong tag for striped
bass may attract feeding bluefish. In addition, a tag that stays secure
in the fish's muscle and is not easily shed or lost is critical to suc-
cessful tagging programs. A very low rate of return from a large number
of fish tagged may indicate pr'oblems with tag shedding or the integrity
of the tag itself. Some older tag designs have been found to have a
limited life span because the glue holding the plastic streamer to the
tag head deteriorates with time and streamer pulls away from the tag
head.

The tag recently developed by The Billfish Foundation  TBF! was designed
to minimize tag shedding and to reduce the problem of marine growth
eroding t.he data on the tag. The dart-type tag has a teflon-like head;
evidence is that scar tissue forms around the tag head after insertion,
aiding in t.ag retention. An interesting feature of the TBF tag is that
it incorporates a bilingual tag message along with the TBF phone number.
The tag was developed by TBF in cooperation with Dr. Eric Prince of
NHFS, and tag return data are shared with NHFS.

Angler-Baeed Tag-and-Releaee PrOgrame: ReCOramendatiena fer
Success
Ed Scot t, Jack Casey, Pam Carlsen, and Junkie Porter

ÃPfFS Cooperative Game Fish Tagging Program. Quality control/quality
assurance is critical to the success of any program. The tagging tech-
niques, choice of tag, and ability to adapt methodology and improve tag
design all need QA/QC effort .

As tag types are improved it is important to have as little change as
possible in the legends on the tags, This minimizes confusion on the
part of anglers and also makes the data more compatible with the exist.-
ing data bases.
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Tag retention can present significant problems. An old type of all-
nylon key tag was compared with steel barbed-dart tags, and the key tags
came out very frequently. One major tag manufacturer had problems with
tag separation that resulted in a 95% failure rate. Loss of tags is
also increased by marine growth, which adds stress to the tag. In addi-
tion, with any kind of tag the placement is crucial. For instance, on
small school tuna, it is essential to hook the tag into the bones sup-
porting the dorsal fin, or it will pull out easily.

The cooperative tagging program, begun in 1954 by Frank Mathez at Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institution, was taken over by Q6'S in 1980. Since
1954 over 78,000 billfish have been tagged and released. As of last
year 1,113 have been recaptured. Over 35,000 tuna have been tagged and
released, and 4, 000 have been recaptuzed. The rate of return for
bluefin tuna is 15%, significantly higher than for most other species.
This is because of the commercial aspect of the fishery; the return rate
is generally better for commercial fisheries than for recreational.
This difference may also be related to the often-cited reluctance of
recreational anglers to return tags that they think will help commercial
fleets find more fish.

One problem with issuing tags in bulk is that few of the tags �% in one
instance! are actually used, Recording of release data can also be
sketchy in this kind. of situation. A more closely monitozed situation
allows a program manager to know exactly who has which tags. It needs
to be as easy as possible for anglers who recapture a tagged fish to
return the tag data; a toll-free telephone number may be effective,
especially when the reward offered for the recapture may be less than
the cost of the long-distance call to report the data. Some tags have
been lost in the postal process, as the tags may damage mail-sorting
machinery and various parts of the envelope contents may be discarded.
Another problem with tag return data is its quality, due to the neces-
sity for anglers to estimate the fish's length and weight. weight esti-
mates are fairly unrel.iable, as shown by a return on a fish that was
estimated at 50 lbs weight when released and 35 lbs when recaptured.

Many fishermen hesitate to return tags because they fear the information
from them will be used as the basis of legislation or regulation that
will be detrimental to them. This is a difficult fear to address, since
additional knowledge may indeed result in the conclusion that a particu-
lar stock is so depleted that. stricter regulation is necessary. The
most successful approach to this situation may be a long-term educat.ion
effort, involving the opinion-makers, the outdoor writers, and the
anglers with a lively sense of curiosity. These are the people who can
help make tagging and tag return a routine part of the angling world.
Getting the right people involved is a key ingredient in success; then
the task is to keep them involved, informed, and motivated.
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The popular sportf ishing media are essential allies in getting informa-
tion out on tag-and-release. The publications can be very effective in
informing fishermen about various tag programs in operation, what to do
when they catch a tagged fish, and how to become active in tagging
through angler-based programs.

NMFS Cooperative Shark Tagging Program, This program, with nearly 5,000
taggers, has tagged 87, 000 fish since 1963, and 3, 000-4, 000 tagged fish
have been recaptured. The recaptures include 32 species of sharks, with
the longest time at liberty 24 years, for a sandbar shark The longest
distance traveled was 3,700 miles, for a blue shark, The fastest. rate

of travel, 44 miles per day, was recorded for a blue shark that had help

from the Gulf Stream. A typical year would be 1989, with 5,600 sharks

�3 species! tagged and 328 recaptures of 19 species in 15 countries.
This program uses two types of tags. One is a modification of a mather
dart tag containing a message capsule with a request for return in five
languages. The other type is a sheep-ear tag clipped through the fin;
it is used more by biologists than by amateurs, as it involves more
handling of the fish. These tags seem to be retained well; tags have
been seen after 20 years that appear ready to last another 10-15 years.

One of the insights that tagging has provided biologists is that even
some coastal pelagic species travel great distances. These resources
are probably much more widely shared internationally than has been
thought. Thus any effective management plan must have an international
base.

rate of various tags appears

way to develop an estimate of
tags under field conditions,
effort or cost When the FT-1

the steel dart tag showed a

r rate. One study indicates
f about 25% in sharks.

Double tagging to determine the retent.ion
to be highly desirable, This is the only
the relative retention rates of different
and it can be done with little additional
tag was compared with the steel dart tag,
shedding rate of 204; the FT-1 had a lowe
that the Hather tag has a shedding rate o

Good tag retention is not the only consideration, of course: in some
programs it may be desirable to sacrifice some retention characteristics
for ease of tag use and practicality.

tissue.

Numerous problems can occur with the technique of placing tags For ex-
ample, too heavy a rubber band will hold the tag streamer tightly to the
stick, preventing it from pulling away when t he fish is struck with the
tag. The tag-holding needle on the tagging stick can be too long, forc-
ing the tag too deeply into the fish tissue. The ta dart must beg

placed correctly in the muscle tissue wit p gh the ron s of the tag ori-

ented towards the fish's tail, or the tag will work itself out of the
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Canadian B2.vefin Tuna Tagging Program. Tagging has been used in the
Browns Bank area off the Canadian coast. The commercial fishermen there

initiated a project tagging giant bluefin tuna  in the 300-400 lb range!
during the commercial fishery  August-September 1990!. This effort
allows scientists to estimate the size of the populati,on and the rate of
turnover. The commercial fishermen feel that the fishery has
historically been regulated without sufficient data, so they view the
additional information as being in their interest.

Research end Management Based Tag-and-Release: Benefits and
Problems

John Haldman, Bruce Balgren, Rd Irby, and Jack Mvsick

Higratory Striped Bass Tagging Program, A distinctive feature of the

striped bass study in the Hudson River is that it has been funded and

organized by the utility companies, with the New York Power Authority
taking the lead. This situation has several advantages. The strict
quality control has yielded excellent data. Because trained biologists
are doing the tagging, a wide variety of tags can be considered for use/
and the tagging can be targeted for specific areas of interest. Zt is

also possible to get good estimates of tagging mortality under these
circumstances, The chief drawback is that this kind of situation is

very expensive.

About 90,000 striped bass in the Bast River off Manhattan were tagged
with internal anchor tags. The normal routine was to use two boats for

tagging, one to catch the fish and the other for tagging. An improve-
ment in the procedure was the substitution of a live car for on-board
tanks. The mortality rate of fish upon return to the river dropped. from
17'h to I4 after this change.

This study showed the stocks in the Hudson had grown at an annual rate
of about 8% since 1974. A general repetitive pattern of movement within
the Hudson was also found. Fish tagged in the lower river were found by
mid-April in the central river, and by Hay at the head of the tidewater
area. There were few returns after June, presumably because both the
fish and the fishermen left the area. Coastal migrations were also
detected, usually to the north  sometimes as fax as Maine and Nova

American Littoral Society. The tagging program of the American Littoral
Society  ALS! stresses commitment of the anglers who join, pay dues,
purchase tags, and practice safe tag-and-release techniques. The ALS
provides staff to handle data, questions, and correspondence, provide
tagging kits, and encourage the taggers. Members include individuals or
families, fishing clubs, and charter boat captains. Communication
between ALS and its membez taggers is frequent. ALS maintains an 8"
minimum for fish to be tagged; about 110,000 fish have been tagged and
4,500 recaptured in this program.
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Scotia!, with a spring migration to the east and north, a fall migration
to the open coast, and some late fall and winter migration to the south.

The progra~ offered a $5-10 reward per tag returned, with an additional
incentive of a chance at one of nine prizes  $100-1,000! selected by
drawing once a year. Anglers returning tags receive a certificate of
participation and updates on information gained through the program.
posters and flyers are the chief means of publicity.

�luefish, Flounder, Striped Bass Tagging Programs. One of the oldest
ways of marking fish is simple fin-clipping. This is suitable for use
on fairly small fish, but the clips are not always obviou~ to fishermen.
Fin clip studies on fish released from hatcheries showed that their
survivability was excellent  as good as in the hatcheries! and that
their growth rates after release were at least as good as in the
hatcheries.

An interesting tagging effort has involved blue crabs and lobsters.
Both present the problem of how the tag will survive through molting.
To succeed, the tags must be precisely placed in the muscle at the
integument in the rear. Tagging of lobsters in the early 1970's was
valuable in convincing commercial fishermen that fishing pressure was
responsible for the declining size of the animals they caught.

A primary problem in any tagging program is making sure that tags are
returned. The key is to generate as much publicity as possible--
posters, flyers, and press releases. It is also helpful to have a phone
number on the tag with the notation "call collect." A telephone conver-
sation may enable a program staffer to get more information than would
have been written down with a returned tag.

Other issues in tag return can be classified as �! cooperation, �!
concerns about tag-induced mortality, and �! the role of the con-
stituency in tagging. Reluctance to cooperate is often attributed to
the feaz of consequences in allocation. The need is for education.
Anglers need to know that most allocat ion schemes are based on historic
landing data, not on tag data. Both commercial and recreational fisher-
men need to realize that management agencies are generally fairly
objective.

Some fishermen are concerned that the tag itself may change the behavior
of the fish, or may make it more attractive to predators. It can be
pointed out to these fishermen that better tag return rates yield better

which enables scientists and managers to better address these
concerns in the future.

rabat is the role of fishermen in tagging programs? In recapture it is
invaluable. But the question of whethei recreational and commercial
fishermen should be putting tags on fish is not as cn t as clear-cut, In some
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cases it is the only way f ish can be tagged cost-effectively  sharks,
bi I I f ish, and tuna are examples ! . However tagging in general should
probably not be encouraged simply as the "right thing to do;" the poten-
tial gains should outweigh the negatives. The mortality attributable to
tagging  as opposed to mere hooking! must be weighed against the poten-
tial benefits of the data. Other questions must be asked: ls the tag
appropriate? Are the taggers trained? What will happen to the data?
Will it be properly recorded, and will it be made available to managers?

Florida Snook Tagging Program. The Florida program has always stressed
care of the fish. For instance, snook are highly stressed by catching
hy the jaw. Now nets are used to catch snook for tagging. The place-
ment of the internal anchor tag is also very important. The program
emphasizes training so that the taggers will be careful of the fish.
The same element of personal contact that is apparent in training has
resulted in increased tag return. Someone from the department who
spends time on the dock or in bait and tackle shops is likely to en-
counter anglers who have tags in their tackle boxes or at home in a
drawer. The personal contact is often incentive enough for them to
return the tags.

The achievement in Florida has been in turning around the prevailing
ethic, f rom the belief that the only place for a snook was in the
cooler, to the willingness to release fish and persuade others to do
1 ikewise . This has been helped by good f isheri es management; when the

fish stocks improved, cooperation improved

One problem with posters as publicity is that if they are very nice,
they won ' t stay on display long . They may be taken as collectors '
items, often within a week .

A problem has arisen with people who want to tag f ish but do not want to
work with the state program. Trained taggers report that these anglers
may not be careful with the f ish, may induce high levels of mortality,
and may exert little care in the placement of the tag. This situation
also yields problems with compet ing data . Some regulat ion of f ish tag-
ging is under consideration in Florida, to ensure that taggers are bet-
ter trained and t hat there is better control over how the tags are going
out . If tagging is going to be used as a management tool it is impor-
tant to get quality tags out and quality returns. The current unregu-
lated situation also poses a public relations problem: a f isherman may
catch a tagged f ish f rom another program, see damage to the f ish, re-
ceive no reward, and perhaps never receive even an acknowledgernent of
his tag return. This unrewarding experience may make him unwilling to
go to the t rouble to return tags to any program.

Summer Flounder Tagging Program. Summer f lounder is the most important
f in f i sh in the mid-At lant ic commercial and recreational fisheries, both
in pounds landed and in value. A tagging study in the winter showed
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that flounder move offshore and south in the winter, and onshore and

north in the summer.

It had been hypothesized on the basis of tagging data and egg and larval
analysis that there were two flounder stocks in the mid-Atlantic. This
hypothesis needed to be tested in order to evaluate proposed changes in
size limits. To determine where the Virginia summer flounder went in

the winter, summer flounder larger than 250 mm were tagged in inshore
areas of Virginia. The idea was the northern offshore stock returns in-
shore in summer off Massachusetts, New York, and New Jersey, and that
the southern trans-Hatteras stock returns to the Chesapeake Bay area in-
shore in spring  April-May! . Tagging was done in two areas: behind the
barrier islands of the Eastern Shore  in small boats!, and in the lo~er
Chesapeake Bay  by a commercial trawler! . Floy cinch-up tags were used
and were quite effective. Tag loss was virtually zero. Tag returns in
1987 and 1988 weze about 7%, which is consistent with other studies.

Professional tagging allows the collection of much more demographic data
than tagging by recreational fishermen. For instance, data on length
frequencies showed recruitment failure in two successive years. As
others have mentioned, some thought should be put into what ancillary
data can be collected while the tagging is being done. At little
addit.ional cost, a lot of valuable i~formation can be obtained.

Cooperation rates for tag return are hard to assess. The split between
recreational and commezcial/research returns in 1986-87 �2% vs. 58%!
corresponded well with the NMFS estimates of catches �0'4 vs. 60%! based
on angler surveys and landings surveys. The next year, however, when
the flounder population had dropped 70%, the recreational returns were
substantially down. The following year, with an even lower population,
the pzoportion changed completely from that in 1986-87. This reflected
the closing of inshore areas to trawlers in the fall of 1989, A sug-
gested bag limit for recreational fishermen angered many of them and may
be depressing the rate of tag returns from anglers

The Virginia and North Carolina estuaries are thought to be prime
nursery areas for summer flounder. These small fish probably appear
later in New Jersey and New York. This idea is supported by the fact
that the juvenile index predicting a collapse in the population also
predicted the collapse, with a year lag, in the New Jersey/New York
fisheries. To investigate this hypothesis a tagging study of juvenile
summer flounder is being undertaken. The tagging procedure  with Floy
tags! that will be used was used previously on hogchoakers with virtu-
ally no mortality and a very high return rate.

The Z'ros and Cons of Being Involved with Tag-and-Release:
Angler Views
Hi chael Voiland
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To develop a better understanding of the interests, motivations, and
behaviors of Lake Ontario 's salmonid anglers, a survey of 1, 101 boat

owners was conducted, with a 68% return rate. Of the respondents, 615

had fished Lake Ontario by boat for salmon or trout. The data in this

survey, which addressed salmonid fishing, may also be applicable to
participation in tag-and-release programs.

Data in the survey showed that tournament participants are more catch-

oriented than nonparticipants, but they have an even stronger affilia-
tive orientation . The more important salmonid fishing is to anglers

compared with other recreation activities, the more catch-oriented the
anglers are. Over time the anglers develop less interest in catching
fish to eat or "limiting out" and more i~tercet in maintaining the
fisheries resource, releasing fi.sh, learning habits of salmonids, and
other non-consumpt ion f ishing activities .

The factors that encourage involvement. in tag-and-release programs are

education/training, publicity about contacts and about the rationale be-
hind the programs, and ease of participation. Factors cited as discour-
aging involvement include confusion, laziness, and fear of how the data
will be used. Other impediments to participation may be the desire to
consume the catch, the desire to display a catch at dockside, the belief
that tag-and-release programs are irrelevant to fishery management, and
the feeling that the reward for participation is not sufficient.

Honored Luncheon 8peaker
Frank C. Rather III, Sclentlst Emeritus,

Hoods Hole Oceanographic Institution

Mr. Mat.her, considered to be the pioneer of tagging programs for pelagic
species, particularly tuna and billfish, shared with workshop partici-
pants his experiences during the early days of tagging giant bluefin
tuna. His struggles to develop a tag that would stay put in fish muscu-
lature were sometimes matched by difficulties in convincing t.he scien-
tific community that important information could be gained from tagging.

Highlighting his remarks were such ma!or tagging accomplishments as
documenting the migratory patterns of northern bluefin tuna, particular-
ly differences occurring among school, medium, and giant fish. Tagging
also provided hard data for distinguishing western and eastern stocks of
northern Atlantic bluefin, intormation critical to the International
Commission for Conservation of Atlantic Tunas  ICCAT! in its ongoing
efforts to manage bluefin stocks. Mr. Mather's perseverance and dedica-
tion to tagging efforts resulted in the Cooperative Game Fish Tagging
Program now coordinated by the National Marine Fisheries Service at its
Southeast Fisheries Center in Miami.
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In recognition of Hr. Rather ' s past accomplishments and continued
advisory involvement in tagging wor'k, he was presented a framed
certificate of appreciation which read as follows:

"The organizers and participants of the Catch/Tag-and-Release
Fishing Workshop, held April 27-28, 1990 at Woods Hole,

Nassachusetts, wish to bestow this certificate of recognition and
gratitude upon Frank C. Rather, III, Scientist Emeritus, Woods

Hole Oceanographic Institution, for his significant pioneering
efforts and many scientific contributions to the furthering of

knowledge and understanding of the life history and management of

Atlantic tunas and billfishes, in particular the bluefin tuna,

Thunnus thynnus, presented this 28th day of April 1990,"

Catch/Tag-and-Release Realiti.ea: In!ury and Mortality,
Improper Handling and Release, Acquisiton and Use of Data

Paul Dlodat f, Chet Zawackl, Beth Valdez, and Dave Blazer

The possibility of mortality due to releases is a concern oft.en raised

by anglers who are hesitant to tag fish. A study of 1015 striped bass

tagged and placed in a Nassachusetts salt pond showed t.here was a 4%

mortality due to handling and transport. A. 4.3% rate of tag loss was

observed in a group of control fish. Overall hook-and-release mortality

rates ranged from 4% to 294. Higher moztality rates were associated

with "playing" of the fish for more than 80 seconds and ~ster

temperatuzes above 24' C �5' Fl. Single hooks produced 13% mortality,
as compared with 4% for treble hooks. The overall rate of hooking

mortality was estimated to be 84, the same level as the estimated

natural mortality of fish never hooked in the study. Further analysis

is being done on conditions or combinations of catch situations which
contribute to higher levels of hooking mortality,

As the experience of the fishermen doing the tagging decreases, the

moztality zate of the fish increases; this is compatible with the

observation that longer handling time for fish results in increased

mortality rates. This finding emphasizes the imports~ca of training
taggers. The American Fisheries Society has published guidelines for
accepted scientific procedures in tagging. It should be noted that
animal rights concerns could affect tagging programs.

Low return rates noted in some studies may be related to release mortal-

ity, but other factors may be more important. For instance, one study
of 700 tagged winter flounder yielded a return rate of only 2.5%. The
illegal commercial fishing that was known to take place in the study
area may have reduced the retuzn rate, because such fishermen were
probably unwilling to reveal the location of their catch. Illegal
fishing activity may be a factor in other programs as well.
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study of striped bass hooking mortality in Chesapeake Bay showed that
rates climbed dramatically as salinity decreased; in addition, larger
fish  >18"! had higher mortality rates. Water temperature and tzauma
due to the catching process  using artificial lures! vere not vezy
significant risk factors. Fish "gut hooked" on baited hooks all died.

Preliminary studies in Chesapeake Bay with bronze-coated, stainless
steel, and tin-cadmium-coated hooks �1 and 42! indicated that corrosion
of hooks left in fish was not the major reason for loss of such hooks.
Rapid dislodgement of hooks was the major way in which hooks were lost
from mouths of test fish. Most dislodgement occurred within 30 days,
Fish on tin-cadmium-coated hooks stopped feeding after tvo weeks.
Follow-up studies to detezmine feeding or mortality problems attributed
to such hooks being left in fish indicate some problems may exist. Nore
detailed work is planned by Dr. Eric May, Maryland DNR, Tidevater
Administration, Fisheries Division �01-266-5370!.

A database on hooking mortality studies for both fzesh and saltwater

recreational fishes was being compiled by Texas fishery managers be-
ginning in September 1990. Further information on the database can be

obtained from Gary Natlock, Director of Fisheries, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith Road, Austin, TX 78744 �12-389-4800!.

Recommendations from Working Sessions

Tagging programs that aze targeting previously untagged species need to
test tags on fish specimens in a control situation to determine the
"behavior" of tags and tag shedding rates. There may be some species of
fish that are not suitable for tagging programs. Also, some fishermen
may be more difficult than others to train in proper tagging procedures.

A fundamental tagging issue is whether program coordinators should work
to reduce tagging mortalities as far as possible, or whether they should
encourage tagging for its own sake.

A persistent problem in tagging is the difficulty of publicizing infor-
mation on how various tags pezform so that fishermen and tagging program
coordinators can be alerted to problems with certain tags. Persons ini-
tiating new tagging programs need to check with experienced tag program
coordinators to determine which tags and tagging techniques work best.
Tagging data repositories need to be better coordinated so that re-
searchers and fishermen can derive maximum benefit from existing data
and tag return data will not be lost. It is extremely important to co-
ordinate data collection and make the results available to the fishery
management agencies as well as to the larger fishing conInunity.
tzal coordinating agency is needed for collecting and distributing
suits of tagging studies.  This concept is being put into aetio»Y
NMFS through the Southeast Fisheries Center in Miami, FL.!
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Fishermen catching tagged fish need to be dedicated to obtaining reason-
able estimates of fish length. They should be prepared to use cali-
brated streamer devices, marks on their boats, or other measures to
estimate the length of recaptured fish.

Training of fish taggers is essential and should be done, where possi-
ble, by biologists working one-on-one with fishermen seriously wishing
to tag fish. A tagging training program could be established using
cert.ified tagging instructors who then train others.

Fishermen frequently distrust government-sponsored tagging programs.
When tag return data is utilized for determining catch quota allocations
among various fishing interests  commercial vs. recreational, etc.!, it.
may erode the cooperation of fishermen in returning tags.

Fishermen want tagging to be relatively easy and they want evidence that
tagging does not harm fish. They want the tagging procedure to be prac-
tical for use in situations such as fishing from jetties or fishing at
night-

The Right Miz of Zngredienta Can work
Comments by Pete Barrett, Associate Publisher, Fisherman Pfagazine.  Hr,
Barrett was useable to attend the workshop because of family illness but
provided these thoughts afterwards at the request of the organizers.P

The concept of tagging and then releasing the ocean's fish, especially
game fish caught for sport, to swim away free and alive, returning the
fish to its native element in the wild, is gaining in popularity and
importance to the recreational fisherman and to the scientist.

With tag-and-release, saltwater fishermen can "have their cake and eat
it too" while at the same time, scientists obtain the vital data needed
to develop comprehensive management plans that assure stable fish popu-
lations. The recent explosion of striped bass fishing opportunities
along the East Coast from Chesapeake Bay to New England offers some
insights into how tag-and-release can provide a viable recx'eational
fishery with minimal reduction to the spawning base of these fish and
maximum potential for economic opportunities for sport fishing
businesses such as tackle shops, marinas, and charter boats,

Btriped bass fishermen in private boats and in the surf, and on charter
and party boats, have been catching thousands of bass each summer and

for the last few years, yet the majority of these fish have been
returned to the water because they did not meet fedexally mandated mini-
mum l.ength requirements. Despite the restrictive catch limits, a vi-
brant recreational fishery existed in most coastal states as catch-and-
release became the only option available if fishermen wanted to catch
striPed bass. Many, many anglers cheerfully caught, then released their

x» and took joy in the simple pleasure of being able to catch one of
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their favorite fish. The experience of fishing was worth more than the
killing of the fish.

Tag-and-release is expanding rapidly in the big game world as tuna be-
gins sharing the limelight previously available only to the more famous
billfish, the blue and white marlin. If ever a group of fish needed a
tagging study, they are the wonderful and exciting tuna species. Frank
Rather pioneered the methods back in the 1950s. Today in the l990s,
many offshore sport fishermen, upset at the prospect of losing their fa-
vorite pastime, are opening their eyes to the potential of fish tagging.

There are problems to overcome, and not everyone sees eye to eye on the
methods of tagging, the design of the tag, the tabulation of the re-
sults, or how to promote tag-and-release to assure minimal harm to the
fish themselves. Despite some disagreements, most tag and release pro-
ponents are united about the basic approaches to the concept. The in-
terchange of ideas at workshops where new and old methods are compared,
future plans are made, and solutio~s to problems are found, can only
enhance the i~pact of tag-and-release fishing for the future.

The renewed and expanded interest in tag-and-release generated from this
workshop will result in more enthusiastic support from recreational
fishermen and scientists. As fishermen, fisheries managers, and biolo-
gists see the increased amount of information that can be compiled from
tagging studies, the value of tag-and-release will grow and become more
useful in the future.

Tag-and-release will be one of the important solutions to assure quality
fishing for tomorrow. This workshop is on the leading edge of develop-
ing and expanding this philosophy.
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AGENDA

gnhancing Cat ch/Tag-and-Release Fishing in the Northeast
Region: Issues, Concerns, Potential

April 2 7-28, I 990, Noods Ro l e, Na aaachv set t s

Priday: Nelcome, Orientation, and Norkabop Ob3ect ives

Ken Beal, Northeast Fisheries Center, National Marine Fisheries
Service

Alan White, Sea Grant Program, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Jon Lucy, Virgi~ia Sea Grant, Virginia Institute of Marine Science,

College of William and Mary

Sea Grant Tag-and-Release Assessment

John Tiedemann, New Jersey Sea Grant

Maureen Donnelly, University of New Hampshire

Tag-and-Release Nighlights Around the Nation, a National
Perspective on Tag-and-Release

Moderator: Jon Lucy, Virginia Institute of Marine Science, College

of William and Mary

"Rip" Cunningham, Jr., Salt Nater Sportsman Magazine
Frank Carey, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Dennis Sabo, Massachusettes Maritime Academy; Captain, Charter

Vessel Peptide
John Spence and Tomi Vadset, The Billfish Foundation

Saturday: Nelcome

Ken Beal, Northeast Fisheries Center, National Marine Fisheries
Service

Alan White Sea Grant Program, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Jon Lucy, Virginia Sea Grant, Virginia Institute of Marine Science

Moderator: Andy Loftus, Sport Fishing Institute
Ed Scott, Coordinator, NMFS Cooperative Game Fish Tagging Program
Jack Casey, Coordinator, NMFS Cooperative Shark Tagging Program
Pam Carlsen, Tagging Coordinator, Americarican Littoral Society

Julie Porter, Fisheries and Oceans, Canada

Baaed Tag-and-Release: BeneSita andReaeaz ch and Nanagement

Problems

Angler -BaSed Tag-and-Release PrOgrama: ReCommendatiOna f Or
Success
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Moderator: Robert Dorazio, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service:
Coastwide Migratory Striped Bass Tagging ProgramJohn Waldman, Hudson River Foundation-' Striped Bass Tag Recovery
Program

Bruce Halgren, New Jersey Bureau of Marine Fisheries: Bluefish,
Flounder, Striped Bass Tagging Programs

Ed Irby, Florida Department of Natural Resources: Snook Tagging
Program--Working with Fishermen

Jack Musick, Virginia Institute of Marine Science, College of
William and Mary: Summer Flounder' Tagging Program

The Pzoa and Cone of Befng Involved wf th Tag-and-Release:
Angler Vf ewe

Michael Voiland, New York Sea Grant
luncheon Speaker:

Frank Mather, Scientist Emeritus, Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution: "Why We Tag Fish � What Good Does It Do?"

Catch/Tag-and-Release Realf tfea: Inf uzy and Nortalf ty,Improper Bandlf ng and Release, Acguf af tf on and Pae of Data
Moderator: Ron Schmied, Southeast Regional Office, National Marine

Fisheries Service

Paul Diodati, Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries: Striped
Bass Hook-Release Mortality Study

Chet Zawacki, New York Department of Environmental Conservation:
Data Use and Public Image Concerns

Beth Valdez, National Marine Fisheries Service Sandy Hook
Laboratory: Winter Flounder Tag Return ProblemsDave Blazer, Maryland Department of Natural Resources: 1989 StripedBass Hook-Release and Preliminary Hook-Retention Studies

The Right off » ef Ingzedf ent a Can Vozk
Pete Barrett, Associate Publisher, Fisherman Magazine  Sponsor:

AFTCO Tag a Tuna for Tomorrow Program!

Naxfmf zf ng Beneff ts of Catch-Tag-and-Release f n @azineRe creat f on el Ff aber f ea: Can Improvements Be Hade?
Leader: Hark Malchoff, New York Sea Grant

Concurrent Wozkf ng Seaaf on»

Reports fzenr the lForkf ng Sessf on kfoderat ore
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INTRODUCTION

Regi
identified the demonstration of fishing gear which increases survival of
fish taken in catch-and-release marine fisheries as a priority for re-
search and development projects . In response to this objective, the Sea
Grant Marine Advisory/Extension Programs from Virginia, New Jersey, New
York, and New Hampshire initiated a cooperative project designed to:

~ assess accomplishme~ts, successes, and problems associated with major
tag-and-release programs under way in the Northeast region; and

~ develop educational materials and forums which promote a greater
understanding and utilization of conservation practices, including
catch or tag-and-release techniques, among marine recreational
fishermen in the regio~.

The rationale for this approach was based on the assumption that most
marine recreational fishermen's experiences with catch-and-release con-
cepts are associated with the numerous tag-and-release efforts ongoing
in the region. If not participating themselves in such programs, fish-
ermen are learning about the programs through newsletters, popular peri-
odical articles, and annual fishing workshops and forums held throughout
the region.

Tag-and-release programs raise some issues in the minds of anglers that
are related to catch-and-release fishing in general, i.e., the survival
rates of fish released under various fighting and handling scenarios
Anglers are also concerned about the added impact of the tagging proce-
dure on the fish, as well as whether tags are lost from fish through
either improper tag placement or tag abrasion. A special concern about
t.ag-and-release programs for both recreational and commercial fishermen

is the ultimate use of tag return data, particularly if the data *re
likely to be used to strengthen fishing regulations, assign catch quotas
to recreational and. commercial fisheries user groups, or in any way ben-

«it one fishing group over another. Such concerns affect fishermen's
willingness to assist in the tagging of fish as well as to return tags
when they recapture marked fish.

BACKGROUND

Tagging and marking are important techniques used to s y ' p ptud fish o ula-

tions. The resultant mark-recapture data have been useen used extensively in

fishery science for estimating population size, sze survival and mortality

growth rates, movement parameters, behavior,havior and stocking program
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success  Grimes et al., 1983; Wydoski and Emery, 1985! . Laird and Stott
�978! and Wydoski and Emery �985! provide extensive reviews of the de-
vices and methods that have been used to tag fish. Physical tags that
are used for external application include Petersen discs, metal strap
tags, dangler tags, spaghetti tags, dart tags, and anchor tags. These
external tags are the types most familiar to marine recreational
anglers.

Although it is uncertain when fish were first marked, Jakobsson �970!
notes that several centuries ago wealthy European landowners tagged the
salmon and trout living in their streams. In the United States, fish
tagging dates back to the late nineteenth century when Atkins success-
fully tagged Atlantic salmon in Maine  Rounsefell and Kask, 1945! .
Since that time, tag-and-release experiments have become commonplace in
the study of marine fish populations, and the variety and types of tags
have increased dramatically  Scott and Beardsley, 1984!.

In the early years of fish tagging, almost all of the tagging was done
by scientists or trained field technicians. More recently, some organi-
zations and agencies have developed tagging programs utilizing signifi-
cant numbers of recreational fishermen as volunteer field tagging per-
sonnel. The involvement of anglers in the Cooperative Game Fish Tagging
Program and Shark Tagging Program of the Hational Marine Fisheries
Service has enabled these programs to tag significantly greater numbers
of large pelagic species than would otherwise be possible. Much broader
geographical tagging coverage is obtained as well by utilizing fishermen
in these programs  Scott and Beardsley, 1984!. However, the potential
for expansion of angler participation in tag-and-release fishing is de-
pendent to a large degree on publicizing tagging experiments through the
press, fishing organizations, and other public educational efforts; pro-
viding for an angler reward system; and overcoming angler resistance and
negative attitudes toward tagging programs  Wydoski and Emery, 1985!.

OBJECTIVES AND METHODS

This project is designed to identify and address concerns that exist in
the marine recreational fishing community related to tag-and-release
programs and catch-and-release practices. The principal objective dur-
ing year one was to assess accomplishments and problems associated with
major tag-and-release programs operating in the Northeast region, To
accomplish this objective, the following information was sought from
coordinators of major tag-and-release programs: program objectives,
fish tagging techniques, tag returns and accomplishments, positive and
negative angler feedback, and problems associated with tagging and tag
return data.

In addition, the project team conducted suzveys of anglers at various
fishermen's forums and workshops in the region. Information was com-
piled on anglers' attitudes and experiences with tag-and-release pro-
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grams as well as their reasons for not pazticipating in such program.
The survey also requested suggestions from anglers regarding how ang.'
participation in tag-and-release programs might be enhanced,

RESULTS AHD DISCUSSION

feedback from Tagging Prograsj Caorcf{naCore

Two basic types of tag-and-release programs exist in the Northeast
those which depend upon anglers to do the majority of tagging and tho
in which project scientists and trained personnel do the tagging. Bc
types of programs rely on the cooperation of fishermen for tag returr
Coordinator's of the major tag-and-release programs operating in the
Northeast region were interviewed to get information on the primary
objectives of their programs; the duration, staffing, and level of ar
gler participation in the programs; descriptions of the tagging devi 
and procedures used; examples of program accomplishments and data use
comments regarding program management; and any problems experienced i

tags or tagging procedures  see Table 1 for a listing and Appendix
for the profiles of each program!,

A number of basic components appear to be important when conducting t
and-release programs. These include:

~ having clearly stated objectives;
determining the appropriate marking or tagging device;
insuring that tags contain adequate information;

~ designing appropriate procedures giving consideration to str'ess of
capture, marking, and handling;

~ determining the skill level necessary for project participants;
~ developing a reward or incentive system;
~ setting up a public relations campaign; and
~ coordinating tagging efforts with all appropriate agencies and

organizations.

Concerns and insights expressed by the tagging program coordinators
included:

~ Improper handling and tagging techniques. Some program coordinato:
expressed reservations over the capability of anglers to properly
handle, tag, and release fish without inducing stress and/or
mortality, and others were concerned over damage to fish caused by
the tag or the tagging apparatus at the tag entry site. Studies t
date are limited, but those that have been conducted indicate that
fish tag retention is good and that tag-induced moztality is not
significant. Hooking and improper handling and release of fish
appear to be more significant in terms of increasing stress on the
fish. These types of studies are continuing,



Table I . narra jor Fish Tagging Programs Profiled.

National Marine Fisheries Service

Narragansett Laboratory
South Ferry Road
Narragansett RI 02882-1191
~ Cooperative Shark Tagging

Program � all species of sharks
except smooth and spiny dogfish

National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Fisheries Center
75 Virginia Drive
Miami FL 33149-9986

Cooperative Game Fish Tagging
Program � tuna, billfish, other
pelagic species

AFTCO Mfg. Co. Inc.
17351 Murphy Ave.
Irvine CA 92114
~ Tay a Tuna For Tomorrow Program

� .yellowfin, bigeye, bluefin,
longfin albacore tuna

~ Tag/Flay Tournament - albacore,
bluefin, yellowfin, bigeye tuna;
bl.ue marlin, white marlin,
sailfish, amberfack, cobia

American Littoral Society

Sandy Hook laboratory
Highlands HJ 07732
~ Marine Game Fish Tagging Program

a variety of inshore species
including striped bass, summer
flounder, winter flounder,
bluefish, sea trout, drum

Virginia Marine Resources
Cornmi s sion

P.O. Box 756
Newport News VA 23607

Black Drum Tagging Program

North Carolina Department of
Natural Resources and Community

Development
Division of Marine Fisheries
Manteo NC 21954

Red Drvm Cooperative Recreational
Fi sherrnen Tagging Program

Profect Overview and Resvlts

National Marine Fisheries Service
Northeast Fisheries Center

Sandy Hook Laboratory
Highlands NJ 07732
~ arinter Flounder Migration Stvdy

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Fisheries Research Center
P.O. Box 700
Kearneysville WV 25430
~ Coastwide Migratory Striped Bass

Tagging Program

New York Department of Environ-
mental Conservation

Division of Marine Resources
Bureau of Finfish and Crustaceans

Bldg. 40 SUNY
Stony Brook HY 11790-2356
~ Striped Bass Tagging Program

Massachusetts Division of Marine
Fisheries

Cat Cove Marine Laboratory
92 Fort Avenue
Salem MA 01970
~ Striped Bass Hook-r -Release Study

New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection

Division of Fish, Garne, and Wildlife
Bureau of Marine Fisheries
P.O. Box 418
Port Republic NJ 08241
~ Bluefish, arinter Flounder,

Striped Bass, Summer Flovnder,
Blue Crab Tagging Programs

Hudson Ri ve r Foundat i on
P.O. Box 1731
New York NY 10163
~ Hvdson River Striped Bass Tag

Recovery Program

Virginia Institute of Marine Science
School of Marine Science
College of William and Mary
Gloucester Point VA 23062
~ Svmmer Flovnder Tagging Project
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' Obtaining quality data from taggers and tag returns- Programs need
to:

1! use standardized forms for the collection of information for
easy compilation and analysis to meet the ob!ectives of the
tagging operation;

2! be able to verify and track tags and data; and

3! provide adequate training of participating taggers.

Maintaining and expanding angler involvement. Although a large volume
of fish have been tagged in the various tag-and-release programs,
return rates are fairly low, ranging from about 2% to about 10.SR
with an average of approximately 5.3%. While a neer of factors may
affect relative retuzn rates, techniques which may inczease return
rates include:

1! pz'omotion of the objectives of the programs to overcome miscon-
ceptions of fishermen related t.o use of tag return data;

2! offering appropriate incentives to encourage angler participa-
tion and improve the likelihood of returned tags; and

3! inczeased education of the fishing community, through the media,
workshops, and public forums, as to the importance of collecting
adequate data for management decisions.

Angler Vfews on Tag-and-Release

Over one third of the responding fishermen participated in a tag � and-
release program, with the majority initiating the activity within the
last 5 year's. The most popular pzograms were the NMFS Cooperative Game
Fish Tagging Program, the NMFS Cooperative Shark Tagging program and the
American littoral So ciety Progzam. Most of the participants reported no
problems with the tagging programs in which they participated. Foz
those who had experienced problems, inadequate instruction on tagging

In oz'der to better understand angler opinions on tag-and-release and
catch-and-release activities in the Northeast, surveys were conducted at
a number of regional sportfishing forums held during 1989. These
included the New Hampshire Coastal Sportfishing Forum, the Suffolk
County  NY! Tuna Workshop, the New York Sportfishing Federation Forum,
and the Virginia Sport Fishermen's Forum, Surveys were also adminis-
tered to participants in The Fisherman magazine annual New Jersey shark
tag-and-release tournament, as well as to a sample of marlin and tuna
fishermen in Virginia, A survey questionnaire was given to each of the
participants and a total of 378 surveys were completed.
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procedures, ineffective tags, problems with the tagging apparatus, and
problems with getting new tags were most often cited.

For individuals who had caught tagged fish in the past< species tagged
most often included shark, striped bass, tuna, and billfish. The major-
ity of individuals promptly returned the tags. For those who didn' t,
lack of knowledge or training in tagging procedures, lack of understand-
ing of the importance of tagging, and concern over what happens with the
data were the most important reasons noted. For managers, these find-
ings suggest the importance of providing information and education
regarding the tagging process.

The main reason for not pax'ticipating in a tagging program was not know-
ing who to contact. for information. Other reasons included a lack of
knowledge about existing programs, not wanting to be bothered with tag-
ging, concern about injury to fish, and an interest in how tagging data
is used.

Suggestions regarding ways to encourage tag-and-release included educa-
tion about tagging programs, tagging procedures, and the benefits of
participating; incentives for participation; and explanations regarding
the result.s of the program. Whereas a manager may have difficulty in
changing the attitude of an individual who just does not want to be
bothered with tagging, these findings suggest again that education re-
garding the importance of tagging, the proper way to tag without harming
the fish, the ways in which data are used, and who to contact for infor-
mation could increase participation significantly in tag-and-release
programs.

Further discussion of the survey findings is found in Appendix B.

Attitvdes on Release-Baaed Saltwater Spoxtflshiny Tournaments

In March 1989 a Saltwater Sportfishing Tournament Directors Workshop was
held for tournament organizers in the rnid-Atlantic area to exchange
ideas and information on who tournament fishermen are, why they partici-
pate, and how to plan, organize, and operate tournaments in relation to
fishery rnanagernent< legal, and fiscal concerns. Topics discussed at the
workshop also included kill-versus-xelease tournaments, the place of
tag-and-release in meeting tournament goals, and other conservation
measures appropriate for tournaments.

The recent trend away from kill tournaments is only partly due to state
or federal regulations setting size restx'ictions or bag limits for
species like blue marlin, white marlin, sailfish, striped bass, and sum-
mer flounder, Pete Barrett, associate publisher of The Fisherman
magazine, pointed out that tournaments of today have different goals
than tournaments of 20 or even 10 years ago and that these new goals
reflect the changing attitudes of today's fishermen. For example, in
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the past, tournaments usus] ly awarded prizes and cash for the most fish
killed. However, most tournaments now recognize only the largest f ish
entered and many tournaments have limits on sizes or quantities of qual-
ifying fish. Nhereas the addition of a release category to a tournament
10 years ago was unthinkable, in 1988 there were 16 tournaments in New
Jersey and 14 in New york that stressed or added a release category.

Barrett emphasized that the conservation ethic works best when it helps
to balance spor'tsmanship and excessive bag limits. The ideal tournament
is able to blend the taking of a reasonable amount of fish for entering
at weigh-in, while providing some incent.ive to gain recognition for
releasing the catch. To stress conservation and eliminate the "kill 'em
all" attitudes of the past, he recommends that. tournaznents reduce quali-
fying catches by limiting the number of fish that can be entered or by
establishing minimum sizes  weight or length! for qualifying fish.

ln terms of release tournaments, proven format.s include: �! use of a
point system for each species released based on the relative abundance
of the qualifying fish; �! blending release with limited kill by award-
ing points for fish that are estimated to be under established minimum
sizes for qualifying fish; and �! using observers conscripted from out-
door writers and local fishing clubs, or drawn by lottery from a pool to
which each boat assigns one crew member  Barrett, 1989! .

Jim Hurray, Director of North Carolina Sea Grant's Marine Advisory
Service, highlighted alternatives that can be used to minimize or reduce

kill in fishing tournaments and addressed the concept of non-traditional

species as tournament targets. According to Murray, as competition for
popular marine sportfish grows and limitations are placed on popular
tournament fish, tournament managers will have to consider alternatives

to the traditional fishing tournaments including catch � and-release with

measure-in rather than weigh-in techniques, implementing point systems
for fish caught and released, and establishing minimum weights. Another
alternative is to add underutilized species to existing tournaments or
to develop new tournaments around these species. The advantages of this
include diversification, added excitement, increased demand for

saltwater fishing, improved public zelations, and wiser utilization of
the entire resource  Hurray and Bahen, 1986; Murray et aj , 1986! .

At the workshop, directors of existing tournaments weze asked about
their experiences with tag-and-release and their thoughts on the role of
tag-and-release in the tournament setting. Of the 11 tournaments repre-
sented by the responses received, only two �8'h! were presently con-
ducted as tag-and- release. One was a shark tournament cooperating with
the NHFS Cooperative Shark Ta9gin9 Program, and the other was a tarpon
tournament, that did not specify the type of tags used.

Representatives of these tournaments indicated that they had not encoun-
tered any problems that discoura9ed them from continuing their efforts.
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The excitement of catching a fish someone else will also have the oppor-
tunity to catch was cited as a benefit related to tag-and-release tour-
naments. However, it was also noted that angler education in proper
tagging methods is essential to the success of these efforts, but is not
easy.

Regarding the responses from tournament directors who are not conducting
tag-and-release events, 12% indicated that they did not know tagging
programs existed for anglers before hearing the workshop discussions and
receiving the materials in their registration packets. The remaining
884 indicated that they did not feel that tagging is appropriate for a
tournament. Their opinions were varied, but included:

~ Twenty-five percent never considered tagging because of the species
they were targeting  interestingly, these respondents were conducting
inshore tournaments for bluefish, flounder, and weakfish!;

~ Twenty-five percent expressed concern about how tag return data are
being used and cited data use by commercial fishing interests as
their primary concern;

Twelve percent indicated that they are concerned that tagging may
cause injury to the fish; and

~ Twelve percent felt that it is too much trouble to keep up with tags
and tag records in a tournament setting.

~ The remaining 25't gave no specific reason as to why they felt tag-and-
release was inappropriate for tournaments.

Popular Angler Perfodlcal Literature Adcfressfng Catch-ancl-
Release and Tag-and-Release

Salt floater Sportsman magazine is published monthly and The Fisherman
magazine is published weekly with four editions covering the Northeast
region -- the New England edition, the Long Island and Metro New York
edition, the New Jersey and Delaware Bay edition, and the Delaware,
Maryland, and Virginia edition. These magazines report on every aspect
of saltwater fishing, from the "how to", to current saltwater happen-
ings, information, and observations of interest. They constitute the
major fishing-related periodic literature familiar to most coastal
anglers. While the species-oriented articles stress fishing techniques
and fishing hot spots, most also attempt to promote a conservation ethic
by encouraging anglers to handle fish properly, keeping only those they
will utilize, and release the rest .

Salt Rater Sportsman and The Fisherman routinely report on all phases of
catch-and-release or tag-and-release in a variety of columns, such as

"New Angles" and "Coastwise" in Salt floater Sportsman and "Pass It On"
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and "Casting Around" in The Fisherman as well as in feature articlesI
 see Ristori, 1988, for example> . Coverage includea
existing angler participation tag-and-release programer requests for an-
gler participation in tag-and-release programs, exp1anations of how and
where to return tags if fish are recaptured highlights on tag return
data of interest including informatio~ pn exceptional migrations or fish
survival, practical tagging and release techniques, and gear designed to
enhance proper handling and release of fish caught with hook and line.

Since the inception of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service striped bass
restoration program, Salt Arafer Sportsman and The Fisherman have re-
Ported on these efforts. They have urged anglers to watch for striped
bass bearing spaghetti tags and to cooperate by returning tags promptly.
In addition, they have report.ed on return data of interest. For in-
stance, they reported the biologists' discovery that. striped bass as
young as 9-12 months old leave Chesapeake Bay and forage along t.he coast
as far north as New Jersey and Massachusetts  it had always been assumed
that one- and two-year-old striped bass remained in the Bay!. They also
reported that biologists tagging adult striped base wintering off the
North Carolina coast in 1988 captured three fish that had been tagged
before--one in the Hudso~ River by the Hudson River Foundation, one in
New Jersey waters by an American Littoral Society tagger, and in
Chesapeake Bay by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. The
Fisherman has also periodically published updates on the Hudson River
Foundation striped bass tagging program  see Waldman and Dunning, 1989,
for example!.

Tagging effort.s of the NMFS Cooperative Shark Tagging program have been
highlighted over the years. Anglers have been instructed that if they
catch a tagged shark, they should keep 'the fish, measure The fork length
 nose to fork of tail!, record the tag number and recapture data, and
remove a six to ten inch chunk of backbone directly over the gills,
freezing it overnight or pickling it in alcohol. Anglers have been in-
structed to send the recapture information and backbone to Jack Casey at
the Northeast Fisheries Center in Narragansett, Rhode Island. Informa-
tion regarding tag returns of interest have includecj reports of sharks
traveling thousands of miles from the northeastern U.S. to the eastern
Atlantic, the West Indies, and South A erica For example, it was re-
ported that a blue shark tagged in 1978 in New York waters was recap-
tured eight years later some 3,740 miles south off Brazil  which pro-
vides evidence that the equator is not a barrier to b lue shark migra-
tions!. A mako shark tagged off Block Canyon was recaptured a year and
a half later some 3,600 mile~ away off Seneg», West Africa. It was
also noted that in 1988 volunteers t~gged 5, 873 sharks of 32 species and
that during the same Period, 304 tagged sharks of 19 species were recov-
ered, representing more recaptures in a single year than at any time
during the 25 years that the program has been conducted.
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The billfish and tuna tagging efforts conducted by the NMFS Cooperative
Game Fish Tagging Program have also been highlighted by these magazines.
Anglers have been urged to assist NMFS scientists studying the age,
growth, migrations, and stock sizes of billfish and tuna by boating
tagged fish and contacting Dr. Eric Prince at the NMFS Southeast
Fisheries Center in Miami, Florida. Anglers' participation in the
program as taggers is also promoted. Tagging data of interest reported
from this program have included documentation that bluefin tuna cross
the Atlantic and move from North America to South America.

In an effort to call attention to the importance of game fish tagging,
the National Coalition for Marine Conservation  NCMC!, the Sport Fishing
Institute  SFI!, the International Game Fish Association  IGFA!, and the
American Fishing Tackle Manufacturers Association  AFTMA! initiated a
tagging awards program in con]unction with the Cooperative Game Fish
Tagging Program of the Southeast Fisheries Center of NMFS ~ The cate-
gories for the awards are blue marlin  NCMC!, sailfish  SFI!, bluefin
tuna  IGFA!, and white marlin  AFTMA! . Both Salt Water Sportsman and
The Fisherman have been instrumental in promoting this program, now
called the AFTCO Tag/Flag Tournament.

In another industry-sponsored effort to promote conservation and tag-
and-release, AFTCO Manufacturing Company began the Tag a Tuna For
Tomorrow Program in 1988. Magazine coverage of the Tag a Tuna Program
has ranged from promotion of participation in the program and reports of
tagging activity to feature articles  Secrest, 1988; Barrett, 1988;
Garfield, 1989! and both magazines are also contributing to the cost of
the program and donating prizes.

Techniques and gear t.hat may help improve handling and release of an
anglers' catch and improve the efficiency of both catch-and-release and
tag-and-release activities have been cover'ed in depth  see Sosin, 1988,
for example!. Types of gear highlighted have included new devices de-
signed to allow fish to be lip-gaffed or secured by the tail and re-
leased unharmed, and new hooks and hook-removing devices allowing quick
release of unwanted fish. Fish measuring boards and measuring tech-
niques have been discussed, as have methods of organizing tags and tag-
ging equipment in the cockpit or on the beach for easy and efficient
tag-and-release.

Salt Water Sportsman and The Fisherman invite reader correspondence and
print selected letters and editorial responses each issue. A review of
the "Casts and Blasts" column in Salt Water Sportsman and the "Short
Casts" column in The Fisherma~ reveals that angler concerns about catch-
and-release or tag-and-release generally fall into one of the following
categori es:

Concerns over the collection and use of tag return data to benefit
commercial f ishing interests at the expense of marine recreational
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anglers. For example, some anglers apparently fee3. that the informa-
tion generated by tag-and-release efforts is extremely valuable and
made readily accessible to commercial fishermen . This concern is
most often expressed in relation to pelagic species, esPecially
billfish and tuna.

~ Concerns over injury or mortality of
release techniques or improper tag application-
tion whether there may be significant mortality
catch-and-release of marine game fish and wh«he,r
tagged fish justify tag-and-release. Other angl
over improper hand] ing of fish, including boati>Q
rather than de-hooking and releasing fish in the water. Some fis
men question whether it is best to cut leaders or

mouth of a fish to unhook it before it is releas«-

~ Disgust with the continued waste of fish in some sectors of the salt-

water fishing community and the need for greater educational efforts
designed to instill a conservation ethic among anglers.

Finally, extensive magazine coverage has been given to promoting tag-
and-release and catch-and-release in saltwater tournaments for big game

species like billfish, tuna, and sharks as well as inshore species. The
conclusion reached is that although non-release tournaments will always

have their place in the fishing world, properly planned release tourna-
ments can be a great success and are an effective way to reduce pressure
on species suffering from stock declines and to stress resource conser-
vation.

SUlCÃhRX

Zn 1987 a national sport fishing sYmposium, "Catch-and-Release Fishing
� A Decade of Experience" was held as a follow-up to a symposium held 10
years earlier called "Catch-and-Release Fishing as e Management Tool".

the workshop it was noted that catch-and-release has evolved as a
management tool that can be used to establish ancl sustain optimum
angling qua3ity by reducing or manipulating angling mortality. For
example, the use of special regulations including size limits and/or
possession limits encourages fishermen to release most of the fish
caught but allows them to keep some fish  Barnhart and Roelfs, 1988!

Behnke  ]987! stressed the importance of addressing the sociological or
the people-management aspects of special regulations in order to make
these ef f orts work. Behnke ' s insights included:

~ The observationthat effective communication between the program man-
agers and the angling community is necessary for catch-and-release
programs to succeed. This can be facilitated through �! fisheries
symposia designed to contribute both to fish management by promoting
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the exchange of information and to people management by involving
sportsmen: and �! pub] ications to communicate information to the
public, especially to overcome some anglers' misunderstanding of
fisheries management objectives.

The suggestion that agencies identify an authoritative spokesperson
fo r the program who is thoroughly knowledgeable about the factors
determining the successes and failures of special regulations, who is
admired and respected by the anglers, and who makes frequent contact
with angler groups. This personalized contact with participating
anglers can assist greatly in the legitimizing, publicizing, and
educating process.

Other topics addressed at the 1987 catch-and-release symposium i~eluded
angler participation and reaction to a variety of freshwater catch-and-
release programs; evaluations of fish mortality associated with various
freshwater' catch-and-release practices; and consideration of catch-and-
release as a management strategy for a variety of freshwater species.

The concept of marine game fish release and the use of tag-and-release
in saltwater sportfishing tournaments were also discussed. It was
agreed that with increased pressures being exerted on marine fishery
resources through habitat destruction and overfishing  including game
fish tournaments involving species of little or no food value!, catch-
and-release angling is a management tool whose time has come  Behnke,
1987; Epstein, 1987; Pate, 1987!.

These conclusions were echoed by outdoor writer Mark Sosin as he de-
scribed his vision of saltwater sport fishing in the 21st century
 Sosin, 1989!. Sosin pointed out that as seasonal, size, and bag
restrictions become more prevalent in the marine environment, benchmarks
fpr success among recreational anglers will change significantly, with
catch-and-release receiving greater attention than it already commands.

Thus, many fisheries managers and angling leaders agree that catch-and-
release must become an angling Philosophy if marine recreational fishing

tp remain viable, and that catch-and-release and tag-and-release must
be promoted through educational programs that teach a cpnsezvation
ethic.

Educational, materials addressing catch/tag-and-release that have been
developed for the marine recreational angling community recently include
videos such as pass It On  National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast
Regional Office!, Release  Murray Brothers!, and Harlln Conservation:
Tag-and-Release  pacific Ocean Research Foundation!; and print material
like Invest in Your Bl vefish Future - Release a Fi sh Today  Atlantic
States Marine Fishezies Commission!, Fisheries Conservation Begins fiTith
You; Ti ps On Releasi ng A»o+ed Fish  Delaware Sea Grant. !, Fish 'N Tag:
Fi sh Tagging Programs For Coastal New Jersey  New Jersey Sea Grant!, Tag
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and Release Programs Available to Ff shermen  Virginia S G t Adrg n a ea Grant Advisory
No. 40, Virginia Sea Grant!; The Field and Stream Gvfde To Fish Handling
 Times Mirror Magazines, New York, NY [copies not available]!, and the
Mustad Fish Hook Release Card �. Mustad 6 Son!.

Addressee of Orgaaisationa

National Marine Fisheries Service
9450 Koger Blvd.
St . Petersburg FL 33702
813-893-3141

Pacific Ocean Research Foundation

74-425 Kealakehe Parkway 415
Kailua-Kona HI 96740

808-329-6105

Murray Brothers

207 East Blue Heron Blvd.

Riviera Beach FL 33404

305-845-1042

O. Mustad a Son

247-253 Grant Ave.

Auburn NY 13021

315-253-2793

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission

1400 Sixteenth St. NW

Washington DC 20036
202-387-5330

Delaware Sea Grant

Marine Advisory Program
University of Delaware
700 Pilottown Rd.

Lewes DE 19958

302-645-4346

New Jersey Sea Grant
Building 22
Fort Hancock NJ 07732

Attn: Communicator

908-872-1300

Sea Grant Publications

Virginia Sea Grant Marine Advisory
Program

Virginia Institute of Marine
Science

College of William and Mary
P. 0. Box 1346

Gloucester Point VA 23062
804-642-7170



Pro ject Overvi ew and Result s

BZBLZOGRAPHY

Barnhart, R. and T. Roelfs  eds! . 1988. Catch and release fishing: a
decade of experience. Proceedings of a National Sport Fishing Symposium.
California Cooperative Fishery Research Unit. Humboldt State University,
Arcata, California

Barrett, P. 1989. The conservation ethic. Presentatio~ made at the Mid-

Atlantic Salt Water Tournament Directors Workshop, March 1989 Atlantic
City, NJ. Unpublished MS.

Barrett, R. 1988. Tagging tuna for tomorrow. The Fisherman  New Jersey<
Delaware Bay Edition!. Volume 45, Number 12, March 1988.

Behnke, R, 1987. Catch-and.-release -- the last word. In: Barnhart and

Roelfs. 1988.

Dugger, A. 1991. Tagging billfish. Sport Fishing. February 1991.

Epstein, R. 1987. Gamefish release for anyone who fishes. In: Barnhart
and.Roelfs. 1988.

Garfield, Curt. 1989. Tag a tuna pr'ogram yields 84 returns. Salt Water

Sportsman. Volume 50, Number 2. February, 1989.

Grimes, C., S. Turner, and K. Able. 1983. A technique for tagging
deepwater fish. Fishery Bulletin, Vol. 81, No. 3: 663-666.

Jakobsson, J. 1970. On fish tags and tagging. In: Barnes. Oceanography
and Marine Biology, An Annual Review � Volume 8. Harner Publishing Co.,
New York. In: wydoski and Emery. 1985.

Laird, L. and B. Stott. 1978. Marking and tagging. In: T. Bagenal  ed.!
Methods of assessment of fish production in fresh waters. Blackwell

Scientific Publications. Oxford, England.

Murray, J. and J. Bahen. 19S6, Reducing kill in fishing tournaments.
UNC Sea Grant Publication No. UNC-SG-86-27. UNC Sea Grant College
Program, North Carolina State University. Raleigh, NC.

Murray, J., D. Griffith, and J. Johnson. 1986. Using nontraditional
fish in saltwater sportfishing tournaments. UNC Sea Grant Publication
No. UNC-SG-S6-05. UNC Sea Grant College Program, North Carolina State

University. Raleigh, NC.

Pate, B. 1987. Catch and release in salt water sport fishing. In:
Barnhart and Roelfs. 1988.



Pro!ect Overview and results

Ristorii Al. 1988. Tag them for t he future. Salt gater Sportsman.
Volume 49, Number 9 September, 1988.

R«nsefell, G. and J. flask. 1945- How to mark fish. Transactions of the
American Fisheries Society 73:320-363. In: Wydoski abc!, Emery. 1985.

Scott, E. and G. Beardsley. 1984. A worldwide inventory of tag and
release programs for marine fishes. National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Fisheries Center. Unpublished MS.

Secrest, Ben. 1988. Tag a tuna for tomorrow. Salt Water Sportsman
Volume 49, Number 4, April, 1988

Sosin, Mark. 1988. Handle with care. Salt Water Sportsrnan Volume 49~
Number 2. February, 1988,

Sosin, M, 1989. The next 50 years, Salt Water Sportsrnan Volume 50,
Number 6. June 1989.

Spence, J.B. 1990. Offshore opinion: the truth about t.egging. Salt
Water Sportsman/Tournament Digest Volume 7, Number 6, Fall 1990.

Tiedemann, J., J. Lucy, M. Donnelly, M. Voiland, M. Malchoff, B. Doyle,
and J. Vaske. 1989. An assessment of tag-and-release in the Northeast

Region. Year One Report of Two-Year Project. Nationa3. Harine Fisheries
Service Northeast Region, Gloucester, MA.

Waldman, J. and D. Dunning. 1989, Update on Hudson River striped bass
tagging program. The Fisherman  Long Island, Metro New York Edition!.
Volume 17, Number 47, November 1989.

Wydoski, R. and L. Emery. 1985. Tagging and marking. In: 1,. Nielsen
D. Johnson  eds. ! . 1985. Fisheries Techniques. American Fisheries
Society. Bethesda, MD.





APPXNDIX

TAGGING PROGRAM COORDINATORS

PageProgam.

National Marine Fisheries Service

Cooperative Shark Tagging Program.
National Marine Fisheries Service

Cooperative Game Fish Tagging Program...........

AFTCO Manufacturing Co., Inc.

Tuna, billfish, amberfack, cobia

American Littoral Society

Ha/or coastal species.
virginia Marine Resources commission

Black drum.

North Carolina Department of Natural Resources and
Community Development

Red drum.

National Marine Fisheries Service, Sandy Hook Labo

FGnter flounder.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Coastwide Migratory Striped Bass Program........

New York Department of Environmental Conservation
Striped bass.

Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
Striped bass hook-and-release mortality.........

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Bluefish, striped bass, flounder..

Hudson River Foundation

Striped bass
Virginia Institute of Marine Science

Summer fl ovnder.

43

-.46

49

53

.54

ratory
~ ..56

59

..61

63

69

73

Two types of tag-and-release programs exist in the Nowt.heast--those that
depend on anglers to do the tagging and those in which project scien-
tists and trained personnel do the tagging, which rely cn the coopera-
tion of fishermen for returns. Coordinators of the ma jor tag-and-
release programs operating in the Northeast region were interviewed to
get information on the Primary objectives of their program; the dura-
tion, staffing, and level of angler participation in the programs
descriptions of the tagging devices and procedures used: examples of
program accomplishments and dat.a use; comments regarcii.ng program manage-
ment; and any Problems experienced with tags or tagging procedures-
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AGENCY/ORGANIZATION

National Marine Fisheries Service
Cooperative Shark Tagging program
Narragansett Laboratory
South Ferry Road
Narragansett, RI 02882-1191
�01! 782-3320

Tagging Programs. All identifiable species of sharks except smooth
dogfish and spiny dogfish.

Duration of PrograsL and Staffing. This program was initiated in
1962: the program is operated by the program coordinator  Dr. Jack
Casey! and a staff of three.

Primary Objective of Tagging Program. To study the migrations,
age and growth, seasonal distributions, relative abundance, and other
biological relationships of several species of large Atlantic sharks.

JLpproxismate Number of Angle ra Xnvolved. The re are about 3, 500 t o
4,000 anglers involved in this program  from 1963 through 1983 anglers
accounted for 52% of the tagging, biologists 34%, foreign fish observers
10%, and commercial fishermen 45!.

Types of Recaptux' ~ Data Sought from Anglere. Species, tag type
and number, date and location caught, method of capture, fish condition/
sex, length, and weight  if possible!.

Description of Tag and Tagging Procedure. Dart Tag with six inch
nylon monofilament streamer and plexiglass capsule containing the tag
number, National Marine Fisheries Service  NMFS! Northeast Fisheries
Center address, and a request for data in English, Spanish, French,
Norwegian, and Japanese attached to a stainless steel needle.

Tagging needles should be firmly mounted in 1 to 1 1/4 inch
diameter hardwood doweling 6 to 8 feet long, and should protrude from
the pole 2 1/2 inches.

The dart head fits loosely into the slotted point in the needle,
and the entire tag is held in place by rubber bands 2 to 3 inches up on
the pole.

The dart head is curved so that the two rear points will face
downward into the muscle when the tag is inserted.

Tag only sharks that you can identify.
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� Do not ove r-f ight the f i ah, as sharks fought to complete exhaustion
are less likely to survive; however, the shark should be >«f icientiy
pla Yed out to permit t agging without having to restrain it f o too long.

Sharks should be left in the watez during the tagging operation'
however, treat the f ish gently as sharks are susceptible to internal
in 3«Y. Allow the f ish some latitude to swim, avoid tai l ropes, gaf fs.
and restraining devices and prevent the shark from thrashing on shore or
against the boat.

Znsert the dart at an angle toward the head end of
driving the tag into the back of the shark near the first
 the ideal location on large sharks is in the muscle at
the first dorsal f in! . When the tag is properly insertad the dart head
will come to rest approximately 1 to 1 1/2 inches beneath the skin-

� When f inished cut the leader rather than try to ret rieve the hook.

Record and report all tagging information promptly and completely.

Notes on the tagging procedure:

Care must be taken to properly tag the fish so that. the capsule

assumes a trailing position on the shark.

The skin of large sharks is very tough, so it is reconmended that

the tagging pole be held 2 to 3 feet above the shark ancl the tag in-
serted with a strong, quick, oblique thrust.

zn tagging small sharks, care must be taken to avoid in!ury to the
backbone by controlling the depth of penetration of the dart head: make
an incision with a pointed kni.fe and carefully force the tag into the
muscle,

PROGRM4 ACCORPLZSHXRNTS

Distribution of Numbers of Tagged fish. Recent totals include
5> 873 sharks and 171 billf ish, tuna, and miscellaneous species in 1988;
and approximately 2, 500 sharks in 1989  preliminary results Januar'y
June! .

Number of Tag Returns and Return Rates . In 1 98 8, 3 Q 4 sha r k tags
were recovered  this was the largest number of recaptures in a single
year since the program began 25 years ago! . U. S, anglers accounted for
424 of returns, U. S commercial fishermen 37%i foreign f ishemen 13%,
foreign fish observers 4%, and other sources 4%.

] g 8 9   January- June!, 85 shark tags were recovered,
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Examples of Use of Tagging Program Data. The program has con-
tributed significantly to knowledge of growth rates and migratory pat-
terns of large sharks.

Tag returns represent recaptures from all along the Atlantic coast, the
Gulf of Mexico and trans-Atlantic areas. While many returns were within
100 miles of the tagging site in 1988, there were a number of unusual
returns. For example:

A sandbar shark tagged in Virginia in 1965 was recaptured 1217 miles
south on a longline off Sarasota, Florida after 22.9 years at large.

Other time-at-liberty records include common thresher  8 years!,
silky � years!, bull � years!, reef � years!, porbeagle � years!,
and bignose � years! sharks.

A sand tiger recaptured showed a long distance movement from Florida
to Delaware �00 miles!.

A bignose shark set the species distance record traveling over 1400
miles from Maryland to Mexico.

The fastest rate of travel was recorded for a swordfish that traveled
22 miles/day from Cape Sable, Canada to Haiti  a distance of over
1200 miles!.

Zn 1989, unusual returns included a blue shark tagged off Maine recap-
tured off Venezuela �000 miles in 7 months! and a mako tagged off Block
Canyon recaptured by a Portuguese longliner off Senegal, Africa �600
miles in 1.5 years!.

COMMEMTS REGARDZMG PROGRAM OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT

Incentives. Newsletter, periodic updates and reports, and rewards.

Program Management, During the past 5 or 6 years, the numbers of re-
quests to join the program have been tremendous. As a result, the pro-
gram has become selective in choosing participants based on experience
because tags cannot be provided to all who would like to participate.

There have been dozens of newspaper articles, several TV specials, and a
report in Katdorral Geographic on the program--all of them very positive
about the program.

The program has increased public awareness and provided managers with
data necessary to begin to develop a plan for managing the stocks.
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Procedural Problems . Tagging trials during the f frat few Years of
the Program with the M-dart gaga and rototags indicat,ed dart tags
Provided best results  visible, easy to apply, etc - !-

There have been no Problems observed with the tagging procedure in terms
of impacts to the sharks.

There have been Problems with anglers incorrectly i.dent
species.

Continual efforts are necessary to ensure accurate
other release-capture inf ormat ion are received f rom

There are problems with handling the large amount
lected at times .

There is a need for the development of shark tags adaptable for very
small sharks'

AGENCY/ORGANIZATION

National Marine Fisheries Service

Cooperative Game Fish Tagging Program
Southeast Fisheries Center

75 Virginia Beach Drive
Miami, Florida 33149

�05! 361-4253

Tagging programs Tuna, bi 1lf ish, king mackerel, red f ish, amber-
jack, and cobia.

Duration of program and Staffing. This program !organ in ] 954
program is operated by a Program director  Mr. Edwin L. Scott! and staf f
of three scientists.

Primary Objectives of Tagging Program. To prov ide data f or est i-
mating migration patterns, distributions, stock structures,
ploitat ion rates for certain oceanic game fishes tgz.c,u>h th
ef f orts of scientists and recreational f ishermen; to provide data stor-
age and summary rePorts for the AFTCO Tag a Tuna. f or tomorrow program
begun in 1988 and Tag/Flag Tournament Program begun in 1989

APProximate Number of Anglera Involved ~ APProximately 500-1, 000
. in the Northeast Region and 3, 500 worldwide  includin
AFTCQ Tag A Tuna and Tag/Flag Programs! .



Appendix A

Types of Recapture Data Sought f rom Anglers. Tag number, date
and location caught, length  fork length!, weight  if possible!, and sex
 if possible, or supply a piece of gonad!.

Additionally, the following samples are requested to be taken and frozen
for delivery to the Southeast. Fisheries Center: from marlin--otoliths,
anterior vertebrae, the first five dorsal spines, anal spines; from
tuna--caudal peduncle containing vertebrae and the head containing
otoliths.

Description of Tag and Tagging Procedure. Yellow vinyl streamer
attached to a stainless steel dart containing a tag number and the
National �arine Fisheries Service  NMFS! Southeast Fisheries Center
address.

� Fish should be held in a suitable tagging position alongside the
boat by holding the leader over the forward end of the cockpit  fish
should not be handled or removed from the water! .

� The stainless steel dart tag is inserted into an applicator affixed
to a 6-foot hardwood pole for tagging.

The tag is inserted about two inches into the muscle tissue of the
fish just underneath the forward portion of the dorsal fin for billfish
and below the second dorsal fin for tunas. Taqs should be inserted so
that the streamer and forked end of the dart slant toward the tail of
the fish.

After tagging, the fish should be released by cutting the leader as
close to the hook as possible, Frequently, an exhausted fish can be
revived by slowly towing the fish through the water before cutting the
leader.

PROGRAM ACCOMPZ ISHMENTS

Distribution of Numbers of Tagged Fish. Over 100, 000 f ish have
been tagged and released since the inception of the program in 19S4
 this includes fish tagged in the AFTCO programs!.

Recent totals for each big game species include:

1,986 sailfish in 1987 and approximately 2,466 in 1988;
1,341 blue marlin in 1987 and approximately 1,626 in 1988;
1,021 white marlin in 1987 and 1,094 in 1988;
279 swordfish in 1987 and 284 in 1988;
190 yellowfin tuna in 1987 and 314 in 1988; and
65 bluefin tuna in 1987 and 91 in 1988.
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Number Of Tag Returaa and Returrr Ratee. AbOug g ~ 70o tag returna
have been recorded to date  including fish tagged iz gee &TCO programs!
for an overall return rate of approximately 6'

Returns in the last two years have included:

76 sailfish--39 in 1987, 37 in 1988  tentative! '
32 white marlin--17 in 1987, 15 in 1988  tentative~
6 blue marlin--2 in 1987, 4 in 1988  tentative! i
2p bluefin tuna--lp in 1987, lp in 1988  tentati«! ~
16 yellowfin tuna--8 in 1987, 8 in 1988  tentative!

Xxarrrplea of Use of Tagging Program 1!ate�. Example s of the kinds
of scientif ic information obtained from data collect.ed. by the
Cooperative Garne Fish Tagging program includes showin~ that a group of
white marlin summer off the mid-Atlanti.c coast and arrother group summer

in the northern Gulf of Mexico, Tag returns have also indicated that
the white marlin that summer off the mid-Atlantic coast winter of f 'the

northern coast of South America. Tagged white marlin have been recap"
tured after being at liberty for almost 12 years incii cating a much
longer life span than previously thought. These data are useful in
providing proper management strategies for pelagic game f ish stocks.

The geographical di.stribution of recent tag returns axe as follows:

1987: sailf ish--o f f east coast of Florida; white ma r3. in--middle Atlantic

states, Gulf of Mexico, and Straits of Florida; blue Inarlin--Curacao,
Netherlands Antilles, and San Juan, Puerto Rico; sworcif ish--northern
Gulf of Mexico; bluefin tuna--northeastern U.S. coast; yellowfin tuna--
two transatlantic recaptures recorded  Canary Islands and West Africa!,
other recaptures occurred in middle Atlantic states .

COMMENT S REGARDING P ROGRAl4 OP ERAT XOH %$7!

recaPtures a tagged f i sb will receive a
on hen and where the fl sh was tagged.
sent to the fisherman wgo tag ed the fish.

In.centives. Each person who
$5-$10 reward and information
Recapture information is also

All participants are conformed of the program's prig
newsletter.

1988  tentative data!: sailfish � off east coast of Flcrida and Florida
Keys; white marlin--Gulf of Mexico and scattered east coast areas; blue
marlin--off La Guaira and San Juan, as well as off North carolina and
the Bahamas r swordfish- � Newfoundland and Georges Bank, as well as
Florida; bluefin tuna--middle Atlantic states, Bahamas; yellowfin tuna--
rniddle Atlantic states and west coast of Africa.



Appendi x A

Program Management. The program no longer provides tags in large
blocks to fishinq clubs oz fishing tournament organizers but will pro-
vide tag data cards if the club or tournament organizers wish to pur-
chase a corresponding block of 400-500 tags directly from the manufac-
turers.

Procedural Problems. Letters and telephone calls concerning tag
recaptures generally express appreciation for the program's work and
encourage continuation of the effort; however, occasionally persons
contacting the program about tags taken from smaller species, i.e. king
mackerel, express disappointment about the small reward offered for
returned tags and indicate that returning a tag is not worthwhile.

Di.stribution of large blocks of tags was discontinued because, in gen-
eral, only a very small percentage � 10%! of the tags are used. When
large numbers of tags are unaccounted for it becomes hard to maintain
records regarding which angler received which tags. This prohibits
follow-up on tag returns by the program to clarify any data deficiencies
that may occur on tag cards and creates the possibility of unrecorded
data from the original release of a fish.

Commercial fishermen occasionally indicate they have not returned tags
because of negative feelings about NMFS-imposed fishing regulations.

Recreational fishermen somet.imes express concern about commercial fish-
ermen utilizing tag return data to put more fishing pressure on stocks.

AG! FANCY/ORGANZRATION

AFTCO Manufacturing Co. Inc.
17351 Murphy Ave.
Irvine, California 92714
�14! 660-8757

Tagging Programs. Tag A Tuna For Tomorrow and Tag/Flag Tournament.

Duration of Program and Staffing, Initiated in 1988 and expanded
in 1989; st.aff consists of one program coordinator  Ben Secrest!;
sponsored by leading tackle manufacturers and fishing journals

primary Objective of Tagging program. Designed to encourage the
tag and release of yellowfin, bigeye, bluefin, and longfin albacore tuna
taken on rod and reel. The program provides data for the National
Marine Fisheries Service  NMFS! Cooperative Game Fish Tagging program.
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Approximate Number of Anglera Znvolved. Operated through the
cooperation of dozens of East Coast sportfishermen, charter boat cap-
tains, and sportfishing clubs.

Typee of Recapture Data Sought from Anglera. Tag number, date
and location caught, length  fork length!, weight  if possible!, and sex
 if possible, oz supply a piece of gonad! .

Description of Tag and Tagging Procedure. Each tag is distrib-
uted attached to the NHFS tagging report car'd and a tagging verification
card. The standard NMFS tagging procedure is used by each angler.
PROGRAM ACCOHP L I SHHENT 8

Distribution of Numbers of Tagged Fish. In the program's initial
year 44 anglers tagged S4 tuna in the Tag A Tuna Program These totals
are reflected in the 19S8 figures for the NMFS Cooperative Game Fish
Tagging Program.

Examples of Vse of Tagging Program Data. Data are used by NMFS
to learn more about the relative populations of Atlantic tuna including
their life span, growth rates, and migration routes. These data are
needed to assess the effects of overfishing and disclose changes in fish
populations so that prudent measures can be taken in time to ward off
threats to the future of these game fish.

COMNENTS REGARDING PROGRAM OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT

Incenti.ves. Each yea r, the f ir st 500 angler s who tag-and-re lease a
yellowfin, bigeye, bluefin, or longfin albacore tuna receive a commem-
orative Psychobead Green Machine lure and a SO-LO stow-away lure holder.
The first 100 fishermen also received a special Tuna tie-tack from Salt
Water Sportsman and a commemorative tee-shirt from The Fisherman. Addi-
tionally, any time a captain and his angler tag-and-release a tuna their
names are entered in an annual drawing for over 200 offshore tackle and
accessory prizes contributed to t.he program by AFTCO, Berkely, Daiwa,
Kunnan, Sevenstrand, Lowrance, and Shimano.

Furthermore, the anglers and original taggers of the first six tagged
fish recaptured will be awazded a quality offshore fishing rod and reel
combo.

Any captain whose boat tags and releases 15 yellowfin, bigeye, bluefinj
or longfin albacore tuna will receive a commemorative tag-and-release
flag, and those who tag 25 or more will eazn a special deluxe flag.

Salt Water Sportsman and The Fi sherman periodically list the names of
each angler who tags a tuna in this program.
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Program Management. In 1989, AFTCO initiated the Tag/Flag Tour-
nament in cooperation with leading conservation groups, fishing
magazines, and governmental fisheries management agencies. The tourna-
ment is a year-long program designed to assist existing tagging efforts
by encouraging greater angler participation in these programs.

Species included in the program are albacore, bluefin, yellowfin, and
bigeye tuna, blue marlin, white marlin, sailfish, amberjack, and cobia.

All fish must be taken on rod and reel and tagged and released in
Atlantic, Gulf, or Caribbean waters.

Depending on the species, tagging is done in accordance with the provi-
sions and procedures of the following tagging programs: Fish Trackers,
Inc.; Gulf Coast Conservation Association Taggi.ng Program; South
Carolina Marine Game Fish Tagging Program; and the NMFS Cooperative Game
Fish Tagging Program.

AFTCO tag/flags and points are awarded for each individual fish of each
qualifying species tagged and released. At year's end, individual tro-
phies wi,ll be awarded to both the anglex. and the captain who tag the
highest number of fish in each species. Additionally, the anglex with
the highest number of tagging points for all of the designated species
will be named the "Atlantic Ocean Angler of the Year".

Award categories and sponsors are as follows:

Albacore--American Fishing Tackle Manufacturers Association  AFTMA!
and New York Sport Fishing Federation  NY SFF!;

Bluefin Tuna--International Game Fish Association  IGFA!;

Yellowfin and Bigeye Tuna--AFTMA;

Blue Marlin--NatiOnal COalitiOn fOX Marine COnservation  NCMC!;

White Marlin--International Billfish Foundation  IBF!;

Sailfish--Sport Fishing Institute  SFI! and IGFA;

Amberjack--Atlantic Coastal Conservation Association of virginia
 ACCA! and Florida Conservation Association  FCA!; and

Cobia--FCA and ACCA.
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AGENC>/ORGAHIEATION

American Littoral Soci.ety
Sandy Hook

Highlands, New Jersey 07732
�01! 291-0055

Tagging trograja. American I,it toral Socle'ty  AI S!
tagging a variet.y of important marine gamefish specie+ '

Duration of Program and Staffing. Initiated
sists of one project coordinator  pam Carlsen!; volunteers are members
of the Littoral Society and the program is financially' suppo ted y
membership dues and sale of tagging kits  $4 per kit/lO tags per t! .

1 rh ry Ob jectives of Tagging prograxa. To en cou rage angler s to
tag the fish that. they release to promote a conservation ethic among
anglers; to provide scientific data on migration and growth, as well as
insights and observations on the condition of the f ish-

Approximate Number of Angler s Involved. App ro xirn ately 7 8 0
anglers; approximately 75 fishing clubs; anglers from Maine through the
Gulf of Hexico participate in the program. It would be difficult to
estimate the number of anglers that account for the majority of tagging;
however, many are occasional participants.

Types of Recapture Data Sought i rom Angl ere. Tag number, date
and location caught, and length.

Description of Tag and Tagging Procedur ~ Yellow spaghetti tag
containing the tag number and Littoral Society address.

� ALS suggests tagging f ish of at least eight inchee .

� @ring the fish into the boat or onto the beach and cover the fish ~ s
head with a damp cloth to calm it down, then measure the fish  fork
length!,

� Draw the tag through the fish until the two end>
tight overhand knot, leaving about an inch of space
the fish's back to allow for growth and trim the exc+

and g~~tly release the fish and comp

return it t.o ALS.

Insert the tag about

stainless steel inserting

needle through the fish's
all the way through, pull

an inch into the blunt end c f the hollow
needle and push the sharpened end of
dorsal side near the tail. When the needle is
the needle off the tag.
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PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Distribution af Numbers af Tagged Pish. Since the program's
inception in 1965 through December 31, 1988, 210,720 tags have been
distributed and 101,043 fish have been tagged and released; thus 48% of
the tags distributed have been used.

Number of Tag Returns and Return Rates. Of the 101,043 fish
tagged, 4,012 recaptures have been recorded, for a return rate of
approximately 4%.

lt is interesting to nate that 170 more tags were sold, 1,953 more fish
tagged, and 85 more fish recaptured in 1988 than in the previous year,
and the returns for 1988 <411! represent 10% of all returns since the
program began.

While it is not easy to catalog the number of fish of various species
tagged over the course of the program's history, an analysis of tag
returns for popular recreat.ional species sought by anglers along the
east coast during recent years reveals that striped bass and summer
flounder annually account for the major'ity of fish tagged and the
majority of the tag returns.

For example, of the 156 returns in 1985, 30% were striped bass and 44%
summer flounder; of the 206 returns in 1986, 41% were striped bass and
53% summer flounder; of the 326 returns in 1987, 50% were str'iped bass
and 36% were summer flounder; and of the 411 in 1988, 48% were striped
bass and 27% summer flounder. Tautog, bluefish, black sea bass, weak-
fish, winter flounder, and red drum comprise the bulk of the remaining
returns each year.

Examples af Use of Tagging Program Data. All return data are
published quarterly in the bulletin of the Littoral Society, the
Underwater Naturalist. Reporting via the Urrderwater Naturalist aids in
promoting a conservation ethic among anglers by giving them a broad-
based perspective on fish migrations and an awareness of fish species as
coastal, i.e., a resource utilizing similar habitats coastwide, and an
understanding that conservation is nationally, not locall, significant.

Perhaps the most significant use of American Littoral Society tagging
data was an analysis of striped bass data from 1965 through 1983 by the

Since all tag returns are published in the Underwater Naturalist, these
data are available to any interested scientists. Furthermore, ALS staff
is always ~illing to work with scientists to compile necessary data
provided by tag returns. For example, scientists from Rutgers
University studying the importance of estuarine habitats to juvenile
fishes have recently utilized ALS data on summer flounder.



S Northeast Fisheries Center to describe striped bass movements and
survival trends during Preparation of the Emergency Striped Bass
Management Plan in 1985. These data were analyzed as follows: striped

tagging and recovery data on a calendar year and Year-at-largebasis; striped bass survival rates on a calendar Year and year-at-l.arge
basis' and striped bass tagging, recovery, and survival on a calendar
Year and Year-at-large basis by month, geographic area, and length
 Boreman and Lewis, 1987! .

COlCMEHTS REGARDING PROGRAl4 OP ERAT ION

Incentives. ALS treats taggers aa true Partners in this program,
answering all letters, notes, and calls to maintai

participants. For many anglers this feeling
acknowledgement of their efforts in print
column is an incentive.

All anglers returning tags receive a letter with the original informa-
tion from the initial tagging of the fish plus an invitation to join the
Littoral Society and participate in their tagging program. Likewise,
all taggers receive a record of the recapture of any of their fish.
Notifications of tag returns are also accompanied by a tagged fish
patch.

Finally, special r'ecognition for anglers whose tagging efforts result in
multiple recaptures �5, 50, 75, 100, 150! include patches, Society
publications, books, beach bags, and ALS tee shirts.

Program Management. A constant dialogue with participating anglers
is maintained. All angler input is taken seriously, and any questions
received are given consideration by seeking expert advice from scien-
tists at the %VS Northeast Fisheries Center at Sandy Hook and other
fisheries scientists, managers, and angling community leaders. ALS
staff takes the time to respond in writing to all angler questions,
complaints, and inquiries.

Angling groups should be encouraged to participate in established,
staffed programs rather than start their own because tagging programs
r'equire a long-term commitment and the program must remain active for
data to be meaningful. For example, a striper tagged in 1978 was recap-
tured ten years later in 1988, and this data would have been lost if the
program had ceased operation.

On the other hand, there may be some good reaso
of some species withi a Program. tn the spring of 1987
Practice of encouraging members t,o tag freshwate
sion was based on i p t from fish and wildlife
following reasons for ceasing the freshwater
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� Freshwater fishes are more susceptible to injury and disease after
handling, and tags may hang up on obstructions within freshwater habi-
tats; and

� On most lakes and ponds, little information is gained from any
tagging project.

Recormnendations to taggers to resolve a problem must always be made
based on the best available information. For example, ALS received
input from concer~ed anglers that during periods of warm water striped
bass may become stressed if improperly handled when being tagged and
released. ALS consulted a marine biologist and is distributing to
anglers participating in the tagging program the information on how to
properly handle and release stripers that was recently published in The
Fisherman magazine.

Procedural Problerrrs. All tag records received must be reviewed for
compliance with procedures, and the program must respond to anglers if
procedures are not being adhered to. For example, ALS has an 8-inch
minimum for all species and anglers are directed to halt tagging under
this size to eliminate potential mortality due to stress on smaller
fish.

Tagging programs must be able to track taggers over time via their
current address. This can be accomplished by ALS, as it is a membership
program and tag return letters and the Underwater' Naturalist mailing
lists allow for maintenance of proper addresses

When operating tagging programs with fishing clubs, the club must pro-
vide a responsible contact person; ALS deals with the contact person
only to maintain control and accuracy of the data.

There is also a need to maintain a controlled distribution of tags to
maintain the validity of program. Efforts must be made to track all
outstanding tags and data cards and to maintain a clean data base.

Length measurements are not always provided with tag returns. ln
addition, data reported on fish length when tagged vs. length when
recaptured is questionable at times due to variations in individual
anglers' measurement techniques and the fact that some anglers are
reporting estimated lengths rather than total length measurements as
requested in the ALS procedural guidelines.

Very little information is needed on the growth rates and movements
of freshwater fishes and what data are needed are best collected by the
fisheries agencies conducting specific projects;
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Finally, in some rare occasions a data card has not been submitted when
a fish was tagged, yet a recapture occurs. This makes the recapture
data meaningless until the original tag data can be confirmed, if it can
be confirmed at all.

REFERENCE

Boreman, J. and R. Lewis. 1987. Atlantic coastal migration of striped
bass. American Fisheries Society Symposium 1:331-339.
published MS.

AGENCY/ORGAN T SAT I ON

Virginia Marine Resources Commission
P.O. Box 756

Hewport Hews, Virginia 23607
 804! 247-2200

Tagging Programs. Black Drum Tagging Program

Duration of Program and Staffing. Three years  began in 1987!;
staff includes the program director  Lewis Gilingham! and one assistant.

Primary Ob!ective of Tagging Program. To determine migration
patterns of large black drum inside Chesapeake Bay and along the rnid-
Atlantic and south Atlantic coasts.

Approximate Number of Anglers Involved. Eighteen tagging kits
have been distributed to fishermen. One commercial fisherman accounted
for all of the fish tagged in 1987,

Typea Of ReCapture Data SOught f ram Anglera . Tag number, date
and location caught, and length.

Description of Tag and Tagging procedure. Floy dart tag with
sheath to protect tag streamer  Floy tag 4FH-69A! .

PROGRAM ACCOMPLZSNMENTS

Distribution of Numbers of Tagged Fish. A total of 21 black d um
have been tagged to date  all in 1987! .

Number of Tag Returns and Return Rates. Two black drum tagged in
t»s program have been recaptured, representing a return rate ofrate of 10'L.
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Rxamplee of Use ot Tagging Program Data. There have been no
studies conducted to determine the impact of tagging on the fish.
Because of the small number of fish tagged and limited tag xeturns, no
definitive data are yet available concerning migratory patterns of fish-

One tag return occurred 24 hours after the fish was tagged on the ocean
side of Virginia's Eastern Shore, and the fish had moved only a
miles along the shoreline.

The second return came from a fish at large for slightly over one year,
The fish had been tagged fust outside the mouth of Chesapeake Bay and
the fi,sh was recaptured off New Jersey.

COlQCRHTS RRGhRD THG PROGRLlt OP RRXT ZOH hHD XAHhGRXRHT

pxoyxara Maaageraent.. Because the program is small, no significant
effort has been made to increase angler involvement, particularly since
fi,sh availability  and market conditions for commercial fishermen! have
inhibited the impetus to release fish.

The program will continue and it is hoped that a greater abundance of
fish will provide more tag-and-release opportunities for participating
f ishermen.

Proaedux'al Problems. The tagging procedure seems to work well, and
the sheathed tags stay in place; ho~ever, the thick skin of large black
drum can make placing of the dart tag difficult, This problem was over-
come by the commercial fisherman tagger by making a small incision
through the skin with a small knife and inserting the dart tag through
the incision.

The ma]or problem has concerned poor availability of fish to the recre-
ational and commercial fishery since the program's inception. No fish
were tagged in either 1988 or !989 and efforts to hold a "tagging rodeo"
for recreational fishermen in Nay 1987 met with little success because
of poor f ishing reports.

hGRHCY/ORGhNIZhT LON

North Carolina Department of Natural Resources and Community Development
Division of Marine F'isheries

Hanteo, North Carolina 27954

 9191 473-5734

Tagging Programs . Red Drum Cooperative Recreational Fishermen
Tagging Program.
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Duration of Program and Staffing. Seven years  l983 to present!;
staff involved with the program consists of the program di.rector
 jeffrey Ross! and three assistants.

Primary Obgect5.v'e of Tagging Pzogram. To determine various
asPects of the life history and population dynamics of red drum, Partic-
ularly seasonal movements and annual migrations of various size classes
of fish; to determine age and growth rates of red grum in North Carolina
waters; to determine mortality rates; to describe gear and user groups
involved in the fishery.

Appzoximte NunLb r of Angleza Involved, Over 2O vol ntee
anglers participate in the program.

f rom Angle re . T ag numbe r, dateTypes of Recapture Data Sought
and location caught, and length.

Description of Tag and Tagging Proceduze. Floy stainless steel
dart tag  Floy SFH-69!, except for FT-1 Tags used on small fish; Print-
Hall plastic tag  Australian! .

P ROG RAM ACCOl4P L I S EVENTS

Distribution of Numbers of Tagged Fish. Over 2, OOO zed drum have
been tagged to date  961 through 1986, 300 in 1987, 434 i n 1988, and
over 500 in 1989! .

Number of Tag Ratuzns and Return Rates. Thirty-eight tag returns
had been recorded as of 1988 �2 in 1986, 13 in 1987, and 13 in 1988!
for an overall return rate of approximately 2%.

COMNENTS REGARDING PROGRAN OPERATZON JLND

Program l4anagement . This Pzogram is partially f unded f zom Na I I op
Breaux and. state of North Carolina funds.

The program is selective in whom it provides tags to and utilizes only
anglers who are experienced red drum fishermen.

Procedural Problems, BY selecting anglers who pa.zticipate in th
tagging effort, most Problems are eliminated. The progzam t f f
taggers by talking to them about tagging techniques,
instructions to each angler along with the tags, and
field to observe how anglers are tagging fish.

Examples of Uee of Tagging Program Data. Tag returns have oc-
curred mostly from t.he rivers and sounds of North Carolina, with several
returns recorded from Virginia--one from the eastern share and one from
Rudee Inlet, Virginia Beach.
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Anglers in the program are enthusiastic. They recommend other experi-
enced anglers to the program staff and none of the volunteer anglers
involved have dropped out of the program since its inception.

Some tagged fish have been held in captivity to examine tag retention
rates. Fish held over a six month period have indicated good tag reten-
tion and no appreciable fish mortality.

AGENCY/ORGANXRATZOM

National Marine Fisheries Service
Northeast Fisheries Center

Sandy Hook Laboratory
Highlands, New Jersey 07732
�01! 872-3000

Tagging Program. Response of the Habitat and Biota of the Inner New
York Bight to Abatement of Sewage Sludge Dumping--Migration of Winter
Flounder.

Duration ot Program and Staffing. Three years �986-1989!; the
project was conducted by one principal investigator  Beth Valdez! .

Primary Objectives of Tagging Program. To document changes in
living marine resources and their habitats during and following the pe-
riod in which sewage sludge dumping is phased out at a site 12 nautical
miles from Sandy Hook, New Jersey in the inner New York Bight; to deter-
mine the magnitude and extent of winter flounder inshore-offshore migra-
tion patterns, their population composition, and their availability
within areas of the New York Bight Apex since little is known about the
movements of winter flounder utilizing the dumpsite area.

Approximate Number of Angle ra InvoIved. No angler involvement in
tagging, all tagging completed by project personnel. Recapture of
tagged fish is accomplished by further sampling efforts and through the
cooperation of local fishermen.

Types of Recapture Data Sought, from Anglers. Tag number, date
and location caught, and length  total length!.

Description of Tag and Tagging Procedure. Yellow plastic
laminated petersen disc located at the back of the head containing the
tag number, National Marine Fisheries Service  NMFS! Sandy Hook
Laboratory address, and catch data reguest.
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At each sampling station, a 15-minute trawl using a 30-foot otter
trawl is conducted to collect winter flounder.

After capture, fish greater than 18 cm are held in a flow-t.hrough
seawater system until processed.

� Each fish is sexed, scales removed for aging, and total length

measurement recorded.

- A 1/2-inch diameter Petersen disc tag is attached with a nickel pin
inserted through the nape musculature and held by a crimp in the pin on
the opposite side against a blank disc.

PROGRAM JLCCOlCPLISHMENTS

Distribution of Numbers oX Tagged Pish. A total of 7,346 fish
were tagged and released at 22 Bight Apex stations and 14 inshore
 Hudson-Raritan estuary! areas.

Number of Tag Returns and Return Rates. As of August 1989, there
were 188 tag returns, amounting to a return rate of 2 .6%  86.2% of the
tag returns have come from recreational fishermen, 9.0% from research
vessels, and 4.8% from commercial fishing vessels!.

Examples oC Vae of Tagging Program Data. Winter flounder are one
of the most. valuable sport and commercial fisheries of the New York
Bight. During colder months winter flounder inhabit coastal and estuar-
ine waters and when water temperatures warm they move offshore into
deeper water. Previou~ studies have shown that winter flounder popula-
tions consist of independent stocks associated with individual estuaries
or coastal areas with significant differences in growth occasionally
found in adjacent bays.

Data collected in this study have revealed the following regarding win-
ter flounder migration and movement patterns within the New York Bight
Apex and adjacent estuarine areas:

Winter flounder within the study area exhibit generally accepted
seasonal patterns of migration, offshore into deeper, cooler waters in
late spring followed by an inshore movement for spawning in early win-
ter; however, offshore movements may not be limited to deep ocean areas
as adult winter flounder are frequently found in the deep channels of
estuaries during warm months.

The Navesink-Shrewsbury river system supports a population of win-
ter flounder which return yearly during spawning season.

� There is intermixing between populations in New Jersey, the l2-mile
sewage sludge dumpsite in the Bight Apex, and points north and east,
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indicating that populations may not be as discrete as previously
believed,

This tagging effort was not designed to support any management deci-
sions, although the data may prove useful in future analysis of risk ex-
posure associated with seafood captured in the New York Bight, and as
supplemental data to management-based f isheries research being conducted
by NHFS or state agencies.

CORÃIlCT8 RCGjLRDING PROGRAM OPKRATZOH AND XJlÃAGEXENT

IrLeanti.vee, Anyone who returns a tag receives a letter ackno~ledging
the recapture and providing release data of interest and a copy of a
chart showing where the fish was originally tagged.

ProyraIa Management. Giving the tagging program a research-based
identity rather than associating it with a governmental agency  i.e.,
Sandy Hook Lab rather than HOOFS! makes it more personal and disassoci-
ates the tagging program from what anglers may perceive as an effort to
collect. data for use in a restrictive regulatory action in the future,
This in turn may encourage more returns from the recreational sector.

Procedural Probleaa. The lack of incentives  money or other re-
wards! may be partially responsible for the low return rates experienced
by this program. Fishermen may also be suspicious of the use of this
type of data in regulating their activities.

Commercial fishermen may not return tags because they fear that negative
publ icity wi! 1 result if data show that f ish landed locally spend time
in the vicinity of the sludge dumpsite, Additionally, an active illegal
commercial fishery is known to exist within Raritan Bay, and tag returns
from fish captured in this fishery are highly unlikely.

Programs need to get information on their tag-and-release efforts in
outdoor ~riter~' columns/publications on a regular basis. This program
would have benef ited from a large publicity campaign in both New Jersey
and New York making the program more visible to the angling community,
including making anglers aware of what scientists need from anglers when
a tagged f is h is recaptured and that it is f ine to keep a tagged f ish as
part of their catch if it is of legal size and simply return the re-
quested recapture data  i.e ., the tag data, not the entire fish, should
be returned!,

Adequate research vessel time and field assistance to conduct tagging
were restrictions on this effort. Additionally, adverse weather had an
impact on field sampling efforts.
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Length data from tag returns is usually of little value since anglers
provide estimates rather than specific lengths. The location of recap-
ture is also not specific enough at times.

AGENCY/ ORGAN I CAT I ON

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Fisheries Research Center
P.O. Box 700

Kearneysville> 'West Virginia 25430
�04! 725"8461

Tagging Program. Coastwide Migratory Striped Bass Tagging Program.
Duration of program and Staffing. Five years  began in 1985 with
hatchery-reared fish; tagging of wild fish began in 1986!; staff con-
sists of two Fish and Wildlife Service scientists, including the program
director  Paul Rego! .

Primary Objective of Tagging Program, To develop a data base to
serve as one of the primary sources of information for scientists, man-
agers, and administrator's charged with anadromous striped bass manage-
ment along the Atlantic coast: to obtain estimates on population dynam-
ics and descriptive information necessary for future management of
striped bass.

Approximate Number of Anglere Involved. No angler involvement in
tagging, all tagging completed by project personnel. Recapture of
tagged fish is accomplished through further sampling efforts and through
the cooperation of local fishermen .

Types ot Recapture Data Sought f rom Anglers. Tag number, date
and location caught, length, and whether the tag was cut off t.he fish or
left on if the fish was subsequently released.

Description oi Tag and Tagging Procedure. Floy internal anchor
tags with red or "hot pink" external streamers. The streamer portion of
the tag contains the tag number, a note to cut off the streamer part of
the tag if the fish is undersize, and the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service
 FWS! phone number. The anchor portion of the tag contains the tag num-
ber, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service address and phone number

� Fish are placed in a holding tank or pool of water from the collec-
tion site.

� A small surgical incision using a scalpel is made just posterior to
the apex of the pectoral fin.
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The tag iS inaerted intO the bOdy Cavity, and teated tO enaure it
is anchored by twisting and lightly pulling the streamer portion of the
tag.

� The fish is then placed back into the water and, if necessary, re-
vived by pushing it through the water so that water will flow over its
gills.

PROGRAM ACCOMPLXSHMKHTS

Distzibution of Numbeze of Tagged Pieh. A total o f 90, 000
striped bass have been tagged, of which 45,000 were tagged with binary-
coded wire tags.

NuxLbez of Tag Retuzns and Return Rates. Approximately 9,000-
10,000 tag zecoveries have been made to date  905 of the tags have been
returned by recreational fishermen! for an overall return rate of
approximately 10.5%.

Kxemplee of Use of Tagging Pzogzam Data. Some fish have been at
large for up to three years and some multiple recaptures have occurred
in pound nets or fyke net.s.

COMHKHT S RKGARD ING PROGRAl4 OP KRAT ION AND MAHAGKMKNT

Incentives. Anglers who cooperate by returning tags are offered $5 or
a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation cap with a Striped Bass
Conservation logo on the front, along with a letter with the details of
when and where the fish was reared and released.

Pzogzmn Management. The program is operated in cooperation with
state fishery management agencies from Maine to North Carolina, NMFS,
and university scientists. Agencies and organizations cooperating in
the project get sets of these tags from the FWS.

The Fish and wildlife Service has conducted a strong public relations
effort, including public service announcements, video releases, and
periodic press releases to the print media

The ma!ority of fish tagged in Chesapeake Bay  Virginia and Maryland!
have been recaptured in Chesapeake Bay, except for larger  older! fish
which have been recovered outside the Bay. Fish tagged off Rhode Island
and Long Island Sound have been recaptured mostly north of Maryland
 Delaware Bay! . Large fish tagged offshore North Carolina have been
recaptured along the Atlantic seaboard from as far north as New England
and Canada.
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The program has been well received by the public. Fishermen appear to
be pleased to see biologists working hard on trying to conserve the
striped bass resource ~

Procedural Problems. Floy tags used in the Maryland Conowingo Dam
and Fish Lift study showed unusual fouling problems.

Handling of fish in fresh water coupled with relatively high water tem-
peratures has resulted in significant fish mortalities.

Occasionally, some fishermen zeport not wanting to return tags for fear
of stricter regulations being placed on the fishery  primarily in North
Carolina! .

The Conowingo Dam study in Maryland  DNR! and Catch-and-Release
Mortality Study in Massachusetts  DMF! are being conducted in conjunc-
tion with this program to address stress or mortality considerations
related to the handling and tagging process.

AGENCY/ORGANIXATZON

New York Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Marine Resources
Bureau of Finfish and Crustaceans
Building 40 SVNY
Stony Bzook, NY 11790-2356
�I6! 75I-7900

Tagging Programs. New York Striped Bass Tagging Program.

Duration of Program and Staffing. Three years �986 to present!;
the program is operated by a program dizector  Victor Vecchio!, two
staff members, and five commercial fishermen.

Primary Objective of Tagging Program. To look at the movements
and migration patterns of adult striped bass and to see if there are any
homing tendencies by examining the growth of the fish and the total
annual mortality; to look at the contribution of the Hudson River and
Chesapeake Bay to the total makeup of coastal striped bass stocks.

+Ppro><mate Number of Anglers Znvolved. No angler involvement in
taggingi all tagging completed by project personnel. They contract with
commercial fishermen to catch the fish with an ocean haul seine.
Pezsonnel from the department do the tagging and release of the fishe fish.

Recapture of tagged fish is accomplished through further sampling ef-
forts and through the cooperation of local fishermen-
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Types of Recapture Data Sought f rom Angle ra . Tag number, date
and location caught< length, and whether the tag was cut off the fish or
left on if the fish was subsequently released.

Description of Tag and Tagging Procedure. The Department of
Environmental Conservation  DEC! uses the federal Fish and Wildlife
Service str'iped bass tag--internal anchor tags with a streamer hanging
on the outside of the fish in the belly area. The streamer portion of
the tag contains the tag number, a note to cut off the streamer part of
the tag if the fish is undersize, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
phone number. The anchor portion of the tag contains the tag number,
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service address and phone number.

PROGRAll ACCOl4P Ll SRCEHT 8

Distribution of Humbers of 'fagged Pish. A total of 6, 704 striped
bass were caught with an ocean haul seine over a two-year period and
3,615 fish were released with tags.

Humber of Tag Returns and Return, Rates. For 1987, 160  9%! of
the striped bass released in the first year were recaptured. Data for
1988 are not currently available.

Examples of Use of Tagging Program Data. The data are being used
to develop a data base to serve as one of the primary sources of
information for scientists, managers, and administrators charged with
anadromous striped bass management along the Atlantic coast.

COMHKHT S REGARD XHG PROGRAM OP ERAT EOH AHD MAHAGEl4EHT

Incentives. Anglers who cooperate by returning tags are offered
either $5 or a cap with a Striped Bass Conservation logo on the front
along with a letter with the details of when and where the fish was
reared and released.

Program Hanagement. DEC is conducting this program in cooperation
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service coastwide survey of adult
striped bass stocks.

Procedural Problems. The DEC did not identify any problems associ-
ated with this program. They felt this was because qualified personnel
do the tagging. They also did not identify any problems with tags being
returned,
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AGENCTIORGANZSATZON

Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

Cat Cove Marine Laboratory

92 Fort Avenue

Salem, Massachusetts 01970

�08! 745-3j.07

Tagging Programs- Striped Bass Hook-and-Release Mortality Study,

Duration of Program and Staffing. This program was recently ini-
tiated  April 1989! and tagging of fish has just begun; staff consists
of a project director  Paul Diodati!, two assistants, and four
volunteers.

Primary Objective of Taggi.ng Pxogram. To determine the impact of
hooking on striped bass and estimate the resulting mortality on striped
bass that are hooked and subsequently released.

Approximate Number of Anglers Involved. Sportfishing clubs catch
the fish. They have six to eight anglers out twice a week hooking fish

DeSCriptien Of Tag and Tagging PrOCedure, The DivieiOn of Marine
Fisheries  DMF! uses commercial fishermen,to trap the fish. All of the
fish were tagged at sea by experienced taggers This procedure allows
the tagging to occur under less stressful conditions than may occur if
amateur anglers were doing the tagging. The fish were brought back to
the DMF lab and placed in a pond where they were acclimatized for a
month  again to reduce stress! . The hooking is taking place in this
controlled setting by anglers from the local sportfishing clubs.

PROGRAM AC COMP L I S HME NT S

Distribution of Numbers of Tagged Pish. There were 1, OSO f ish
tagged by the commercial f ishermen and brought back to the Division of
Marine Fisheries lab; however, the study is not designed as a tagging
program,

Examples of Use of Tagging Program Data. This research program
is designed to look at. mortality rates of fish that are hooked and
released. It is not an angler tagging program. The Division of Marine
Fisheries plans to look at the impact of angler tag-and-red-release efforts

in the future.

COMMENTS REGARDING PROGRAM OPERATION AND MAN

Program Management, In informal discussions withi h fi shermen, the DMF

st~ff have found that fishermen love to tag fish and t gg'nd that ta ging gives
However, they are di scour-them more justification to get out and fish. Howe
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aging tagging of striped bass in Massachusetts until they lear~ more
about the effects of tagging. If clubs request them to come and talk
about tagging, they refuse and explain to the club why not.

Procedural Problems No problems were identified with this program.
The tagging is being done by experienced personnel. Fishermen are hook-
ing and r'eleasing the fish and department personnel are looking at the
mortality rates.

Some fishermen feel that the tags are not good for the fish. Commercial
fishermen have reported catching tagged fish where the tag has been cov-
ered with algae and there have been infections around the tag.

The DMF feels that although tagging adds to the angler experience, it
may not be good for the fish, i.e., that improper handling and possible
poor hooking is too stressful for the fish. They also question whether
information from volunteer taggi,ng programs is of use to regional re-
search and management efforts.

The DMF is trying to develop angler programs to decrease stress. For
example, they encourage anglers to keep diaries to record their catch,
length and weight of fish, climate conditions, etc.

AGENCY/ORGAN I EAT ION

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Fish, Game, and Wildlife

Bureau of Marine Fisheries

Nacote Creek Marine Research Station

Absecon, New Jersey 08201

�09! 441-3292

Tagging Programs, Bluefish, winter flounder, striped bass, summer
flounder, and blue crab,

Duration of Program and Staffing. Bluefish--three years  April
1984-March 1987!; staff consisted of one biologist assisted by various
lab personnel.

Winter flounder--six years �982-1988!; staff consisted of one biologist
and two technicians.

Striped bass--initiated in January 1989; this program will continue as
long as federal funding is secured; staff of three biologists.

Summer Flounder--initiated in September 1989; staff consists of one
biologist assisted by various lab personnel.
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Blue crab--four years �982-1985!; staff consists of one biologist and
one technician.

primary Objectives of Tagging pxogram. Bluefish--to provi.de
information on local movement and seasonal migration of bluefish found
in New Jersey's marine waters.

Winter flounder--to provide information on movement and seasonal migra-
tion of winter flounder found in New Jersey's marine waters; to examine
the relationship between winter flounder from adjacent estuaries in
order to determine if different stocks exist; and to determine the
distribution of catches between recreational and commercial fishermen.

Striped bass--to complement the coastwide tagging efforts coordinated by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service which began in 1987; to provide
information needed for estimating fishing rates; and to provide stock-
~pecific information on biological and fishery characteristics.

Summer Flounder--to determine seasonal migration of immature summer
flounder from Hew Jersey's marine waters,

Blue crab--to provide information on migration of blue crabs from se-
lected New Jersey estuaries and examine the relationship between blue
crabs from adjacent estuaries in order to determine if different st.ocks
exist.

ApprOximate Number Of Angle re Xnvelved. No angler in VOl Vement in
tagging, all tagging completed by project personnel. Recapture of
tagged fish is accomplished by further sampling efforts and through the
cooperation of local fishermen.

Types of Recapture Data Bought f rom Angle ra . Tag number, date
and location caught, and length  fork length preferred! . Striped bass--
whether the tag was cut off the fish or left on if the fish was subse-
quently released; blue crab--measurement of crab point to point,

Description of Tag and Tagging Procedure. Bluefish--laminated
internal anchor tag with a yellow streamer in the belly area. A plastic
oval containing the tag number, Nacote Creek Research Station address,
and phone number is attached to the streamer under the fish's skin.
Some bluefish were also tagged in the gill area. These tags are yellow
streamers bearing a tag number and the Nacote Creek Research Station
phone number.

Bluefish are generally anesthetized prior to the tagging operation.

- A vertical  dorso-ventral! incision, approximately the same width
as the tag disc, is made with a number 12 scalpel blade through the
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abdominal wall into the peritoneal cavity just posterior to the apex of
the pectoral fin as it lies on the fish's side  the incision is made to
allow placement of the tag disc posterior to the pericardial cavity and
anterior to the spleen! .

� Tags are placed in a lrl betadine:water disinfectant solut,ion to
minimize bacterial contamination. It is also recommended that the
scalpel blade be wiped across a betadine-saturated paper towel between
fish.

The tag is placed into the incision by folding the streamer back
along the disc and inserting the disc into the incision. Once corn-
pletely inside the fish's body cavity, the disc is anchored by pulling
back on the streamer.

Minter flounder--13-mm orange plastic Petersen disc attached with a
stainless steel pin inserted through the nape musculature at the back of
the head containing the tag number, Macote Creek Research Station ad-
dress, and phone number.

Striped bass--internal anchor tags with a red or hot pink streamer in
the. belly area. The streamer portion of the tag contains the tag num-
ber, a note to cut off the streamer patt of the tag if the fish is
undersize, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service phone number. The
anchor portion of the tag contains the tag number, and the U.S. Fish and
wildlife Service address and phone number.

Summer flounder--laminated internal anchor tag with a yellow streamer in
the belly area. A plastic oval containing the tag number, Nacote Creek
Research Station address and phone number is attached to the streamer
under the fish's skin.

Summer flounder are tagged usi.ng the same basic procedure as the
bluefish given above.

Blue crab--mature females tagged with a carapace tag attached from point
to point; immature females and male crabs tagged with an' anchor tag
attached to the abdominal flap imprinted with a tag numbez.

� Carapace tags are attached point to point with monel wire.

Anchor tags  Floy kFTL-69 lobster tag! are inserted with a hypoder-
mic needle beneath the posterior dorsal carapace edge and angled toward
the depressor muscle which articulates the modified fifth leg.

PROGRAbt ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Distribution of Numbers of Tagged Fish. Blue f ish--A total of
1, 615 bluef ish were tagged and released--232 in 1984 �7% in Great Bay



Appendix A

and 33% in the ocean!; 416 in 1985 �6% in Great Bay and 74% in the
ocean!; and 976 in 1986 �2% in Great Bay and 784I in the ocean!.

Winter Flounder--A total of 14<820 winter flounderoun r were tagged and
released--990 in 1982; 4, 017 in 1983; 3, 590 in 1984; 2, 998 in 1985;
1,415 in 1986: and 1,810 in 1987 were tagged in various estuaries along
the Atlantic coast.

Striped Bass--A total of 592 striped bass have been tagged as of
November 15, 1989  83't in Delaware Bay, 10% in the ocean, 6% in the
Navesink River, 3% in the Delaware River, and 14 in the Mullica River!

Summer flounder--A total of 126 summer flounder had been tagged as of
November 15, 1989. All fish tagged were taken in ocean waters.

Blue Crab--A total of 11,558 blue crabs were tagged and released--2, 944
in 1982  Mullica River!; 2, 127 in 1983  Great Egg Harbor Bay!; 3, 006 in
1984  Great Egg Harbor Bay!; and 3, 481 in 1985  Barnegat Bay!,

Number of Tag Returns and Return Rates. Bluefish--Forty-one tag
returns had been recorded by the end of 1986  8 recaptures in 1984, 11
in 19S5, and 22 in 1986! for an overall return rate of 2.5%,

Winter Flounder--Eight hundred eighty-five tag returns had been recorded
by the end of 1988 �0 in 1982, 158 in 1983, 225 in 1984, 248 in 1985,
78 in 1986> 100 in 1987, and 6 in 19SB! for an overall return rate of
65.

Striped Bass--Thirty tag returns were recorded through July 1989 for an
overall return rate of 5%.

Summer flounder--One return as of November 15, 1989.

Blue Crab--Two hundred ninety-seven tag returns were recorded between
1982 and 1985  90 recaptures in 1982, 33 in 1983, 63 in 1984, and 111 in
1985! for an overall return rate of 2.6%.

Use of Tagging Program beta. Bluefish--Mast recap-
«res �54! occurred in New Jersey water' s; 37% occurred to the north
from New York to Massachusetts, while 184 were taken south of New Jersey
from Delaware to Virginia. The earliest returns were from south of
tagging area indicating a northward migration. The fall migration was
not so defined by return data; while at. least one return was reported
south of New Jersey in the fall of each year, returns also came in from
New York and New Jersey in October and November'

Winter Flounder--Results of the tagging study indicate that during most
years winter flounder summer in the Atlantic Ocean in an area nortrth and

east o f the tagging area  north o f the Manasquan River! . Winter
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der move inshore, with most returning to the same estuary as the year
before, sometime during September or October, and remain through May
Some movement from estuary to estuary does occur during the winter pe-
riod but most fish remain in one estuary throughout the winter. Because
of the high number of returns from the Point Pleasant Canal and
Manasquan River from winter flounder tagged in the Metedeconk and Toms
Rivers, it is probable that these fish utilize the Manasquan Inlet as
access to the ocean.

Striped Bass--Location of recaptured fish range from the Chesapeake Bay
in Maryland to Buzzard's Bay in Massachusetts, and in the Hudson River
to Ossining, New York.

Summer flounder--None to date, program recently initiated,

Blue Crab--Most recaptures occurred within three weeks of tagging and
indicated little or no movement within the estuaries.

All data are collected in support of the development of management
strat.egies designed to reduce the probability of recruitment failure by
protecting juvenile fish; to insure that there is a fair and equitable
allocation of the resource to the existing recreational and commercial
components of the fishery; to maximize the living conditions needed by
the species to assu.re its continued abundance; and to improve
understanding of the biological factors that interact to control
abundance of the stocks

For example, the results of the winter flounder tagging program along
with other winter flounder research and published and unpublished infor-
mation were utilized to prepare a draft plan for statewide winter floun-
der management. The fishery management plan contains management mea-
suzes to cont.rol and regulate fishing foz winter flounder including a
recommendation to increase the minimum size limit on the commercial
fishery and impose the same size limit on the recreational fishery.

COMMENTS REGARD XNG P ROGRAM OP ERXT ZON JQ1D MANAGEMENT

Incentives. Anyone who returns a tag receives a letter acknowledging
the recapture and data regarding where the f ish was tagged, when it was
tagged, and other data of interest.

Anglers returning Fish and Wildlife Service striped bass tags are
offered either $5 or a cap with a Striped Bass Conservation logo on the
front along with a letter with the details of when and where the fish
was reared and released.

Program publicity  posters, press releases, etc.! instructs anglers to
call the Lab collect to report a tag recapture. Toll-free numbers are
another alternative considered. Both of these are felt to encourage re-
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turns that may not be made otherwise if an angler has to take the time
to write a letter. Also, call-in returns allow more accurate data to be
acquired, especially in terms of pin-pointing exact recapture locations.

Pxogram Nanagement. At present there is no way of determining natu-
ral mortality of fish tagged and the number of tagged fish that are re-
captured without the tag being returned which hampers the determination
of "fishing mortality".

procedural. problems. Low return rates may be indicative of poor
fishezman cooperation. Additionally, returns may be lost if anglers
overlook the tag, especially in fish that are immediately released after
landing.

The lack of angler incentives for returning a tag may be a problem; how-
ever, feedback from the angling community as to what type of incentives
 cash, prizes, patches, etc.! are desirable is necessary,

Returns may be lost if phone number or address has worn off streamer
tags.

Blue czab tagging efforts may suffer from tag re]ection or possible high
tagging mortality.

There is concern that anglers may mishandle fish during the tagging
process, thus only trained biologists are utilized in tagging efforts,

It was also noted in relation to angler-based tag-and-release programs
that these should be carefully designed in terms of tags and procedures
used, as some tagging devices are not appropriate for some species due
to the fishes' habits and behavior.

Length data from returns is not always valuable because anglers fre-
quently provide estimates rather than specifics. The location of recap-
ture is also not specific enough at times. These comments relate to the
need for better publicity and understanding of what scientists need from
anglers when a tagged fish is recaptured.

AGENCY/ORGAMZXATZON

Hudson River Foundation

P.O. Box 1731

New York, NY 10163

�12I 949-0028

Tagging Programs. Hudson River Striped Bass Tag Recovery Program



70
Appendix A

Duration of program and Staffing. Si~
Vae re �984 to present!;staff consists of a project coordinator  D»

Dahn �a].dman! and up to 10additional personnel from the Hudson River Fc'undat ion  HRF!, the Hew
York P ower Author it y and No rmandea u Assoc i atia ee.

PrisLary Objective of Tagging Program. conduct biological mon-
itoring in accordance with Hudson River cool i

~g Tower Sett leme«
Agreement; to determine the contribution of stocked bass to the Hud~o~
River population; to evaluate several tagging v i bl   i f anchor'ng variables  size o anc or/
type of streamer, reported recaptures as f unct f d i andion of reward s
other topics!.

Approximate Number Of Anglers Involve4. NQ angler involvement in
tagging, all tagging completed by project personnel. Recapture of
tagged fish is accomplished through further sampling efforts and through
the cooperation of local fishermen.

Types of Recaptur ~ Data Sought from Anymore. Angler s catching
striped bass with Hudson River Foundation tag' are requested to cut of f
the tags and record date and location caught, t otal length, and condi-
tion of tag insertion sites.

Description of Tag and Tagging Procedure . I nte ma 1 anchor with a
yellow external streamer in the belly area . JL!oaut 1,000 fish tagged
during the spring of 1989 were double-taggers with an additional Dennison
dart tag with a yellow streamer under the dorsal f in. The streamer por-
tion of the tag contains the tag number, Hudson River Foundation ad-
dress, and indicates that anglers will receive a 810-81,000 reward for
returning the tag,

Captured fish are transferred to a holding facility alongside the
vessel to minimize mortality from handling, measured  ' total length!, and
examined for tags and tag wounds.

� A scale midway between the vent and the distal tip of the depressed
pelvic fins, and five to six scale rows dorsola«rally «om the ventral
midline is removed.

A hori zontal incision approximately 5 long is t.hen made through
the abdominal wall.

the incision and the
The anchor of the tag is inserted

i ca l ant isept ic .
wound is treated with a merbromin-based toP>

PROGRAM ACCO�PLISHMENTS

total of 37, 727
Distribution of N~ers of Tagge l984 and the end f 1987-
striped bass were tagged and released beetween e en o
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By the sPring of 1989, about 66iGOO striped bass had been tagged and
released.

N Sar of Returns and Ret urn Rates . A tot al o f approximately
lt700 tag returns had been recorded as of February 1988. By December
1989 apProximately 3,75G had been recorded for an overal3. return rate o
about 5.7%  aPProximatel.y 75% of The returns have been submitted by
recreational fishermen! .

Examples of Usa of Tagging Program Data. New york waters
 primari3.y the Hudson River and waters adjacent to Long Island! account
for the highest percentage of tag returns, followed by New Jersey and
New England; ho~ever, fish tagged in the Hudson River estuary have been
recaptured as far north as the Annapolis River, a tributary to the Bay
of Fundy in Nova Scotia and as far south as North Carolina offshore
Cur'rituck Island, Cape Hatteras.

Tag retur~ data have confirmed the following regarding striped bass
migrations  Waldman, 1988; Waldman, 1989!;

- A greater proportion of large fish leave the Hudson River in spring
and migrate farther from the river than small fish;

� The number of returns from the Hudson declines sharply beyond
spring presumably from a reduction in angling interest and increased
migration of fish out of the river; and

- Much greater movement occurs north and east from the Hudson River
than south during spring and summer.

The program has produced a body of literature on improvement of tag de-
signs and improved tagging procedures  see discussion of procedural
problems below!, and information on the physica3. effects of tagging, in-
cluding incidental mortality  see Dunning et al., 1987; and Waldman,
1989! .

COMMENTS REGARD ZNG P ROGRAM OP ERAT ZON AND MANAGEMENT

Zncentivea. Rewards are offered for tag returns. Fish were marked

with tags bearing reward va3.ues of either $5-$1,000 or $10-$1,000. When
a tag is returned, the HRF sends a check for the minimum value of the
reward along with a questionnaire to the respondent. When aWhen a fisherman

returns a completed questionnaire his or her name is e e edher name is entered into a

drawing for nine prizes of up to $1000-

Additionallyi respondents are sent a certificat i suittificate, suitable for framing,

thanking them for their participation in the Pthe ro ram and informing them

of when and where their fish was originally tagged.
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Program management. The background and origin o f the program is
rather unique. The Hudson River Cooling Tower Settlement Agreement
among utilities, government agencies, and environmental protection
groups stipulated that. the utilities conduct biological studies of cer-
tain Hudson River fish stocks from 1981 through 1990, includir g striped
bass. It also stipulated that the utilities evaluate the contribution
of stocked striped bass to the Hudson River population. The Hudson
River Striped. Bass Tag Recovery program is a spinoff of the primary
requirements of the Hudson River Cooling Tower Agreement,

Since the stock assessment methods necessitate handling large numbers of
adult and sub-adult fish, it was decided to simultaneously operate
second tagging program based on internal anchor streamer tags. As a re-
sult, striped bass have been captured, examined for hatchery marks
 hatchery-reared striped bass are marked with coded. wire tags implanted
in the snout prior to release!, and externally tagged and released since
1984. The fish released remain at large until recovered by fishermen or
later sampling efforts,

The Hudson River Foundation was contracted to process tag returns,
publicize the program, and analyze the tag return data. Normandeau
Associates, Inc. performs the fish sampling and tagging, and performs
the evaluation of the contribution of stocked fish.

It is not clear how long this program will continue, since the major
stipulations of the Hudson River Cooling Tower Agreement are due to ex-
pire in 1990. It is unlikely that the tagging operation will continue
in its pre~ent form, since it appears that the hatchery operations will
cease, thereby precluding the necessity of discerning the origin of
Hudson River striped bass. However, since thousands of tagged bass re-
main at large< it is expected that HRF will continue the tag recovery
and data collection portions of the program.

Procedural Problems. In terms of recapture data, fish length data
reported by anglers is very poor and of little use Additionally, zip
codes are sometimes reported instead of the tag number and the date of

recapture is often interchanged with the date that the recapture is
being reported. This is especially true in the case of some commercial
fishermen who supply bulk returns encompassing several weeks or months.

Problems with tags and the tagging procedure have been encountered
during this program. These have included abrasion of information from
the tags by contact with the bottom and soreness and redness on fish in
the vicinity of internal anchor tag placement. As a result the program
has continued to experiment with improved tag design.

The original tags used experienced abrasion on occasion. To overcome
this, the next version had a clear vinyl tube over the tag streamer.
However, while the clear tube prevented abrasion, it allowed algae to
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grow between it and the streamer, obliterating the
e egen and causingthe tag to appear like a piece of wire.

To eliminate these drawbacks, another tag was designed. s tag had a
short piece of monofilament between the tag's anchor streamer. The
monofilament was angled to permit the tag to lie closer to parallel with
the fish's body. A soft anchor was incorporated and the tag was con-
structed out of a non-irritating polyethylene that was highly abrasion
resistant. This tag withstood abrasion well but the monofilament
slowly cut through the fish's abdominal wall, causing the tag to shift
to the rear of the abdominal cavity before contacting bone and dropping
out.

Zn the present version, the monofilament has been eliminated and the
streamer tube runs at an angle all the way to the anchor in the fish's
body.
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Duration of Program and Staffing. Three years �986 to present};
staff consists of a program director  Dr. Jack Musick! and three
scientists and technicians.

Primary Obgectives of Tagging Program. To study movements and
migration patterns of fish tagged in Chesapeake Bay; to identify stock
composition; to collect basic life history information on the species
including relat.ive abundance and catch per unit of effort  CPUE}.

Approzimate Number of Anglers Involved. No angler involvement in
tagging, all tagging completed by project personnel. Recapture of
tagged fish is accomplished by further sampling efforts and through the
cooperation of local fishermen.

Types of Recapture Data Sought from Anglera. Anglers keeping
legal size fish � 13 inches! send the tag to the Virginia Institute of
Marine Science  VINS} and supply the date and location caught, and
length.

Anglers releasing fish either record the tag number or clip off the tag
and supply VIMS with the date and location caught, and length.

Deacription of Tag and Tagging Procedure. Orange cinch-up tag
 Floy OFT-4} in the caudal peduncle on the dorsal surface.

PROGRAM ACCOMPZ ZSHMENTS

Distribution of Numbers of Tagged Fish. A total of approximately
12,400 summer flounder have been tagged and released to date.

Number of Tag Returns and Return Rates . Seven hundred f if ty t ags
have been returned over three years for an overall return rate of
approximately 6. 1%  about 60% of the returns have come from commercial
fishermen and 40% from recreational fishermen}.

Ezamples of Use of Tagging Program Data. To date 80% of the tag
returns have come from Virginia or to the south of Virginia and 20% have
come from north of Virginia, The program has demonstrated that two
separate populations of flounder use Chesapeake Bay. Juveniles use the
bay as a nursery area coming from two populations of spawning adults;
adults utilize the bay as a feeding area in the summer months.

Data were used by the Virginia Marine Resour'ce Commission when a bag
limit of 10 flounder  > 13 inches! per angler per day was put into
effect on August 1, 1989 after regulations were imposed to restrict
trawler fishing inside state waters � mile limit! .

Program coordinators have explained the results of the tagging program
to anglers and charter captains, trying to correct misconceptions
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regarding recreational fishermen taking a larger percentage of flounder
than commercial f ishermen. An at'tempt was made to meet with captains
Wachapreague but, efforts were not successful.

COb94ENTS RPGARD ING PROGRAX OPK RAT lON RÃD XAHAGEMRNT

Incentives. A $2 reward is offered for each returned tag. A year-end
drawing is made for various additional cash prizes  $500, $100, and four
at $50! .

Program Management. Anglers and charter captains from Hachapreague,
Virginia, where the flounder fishery is the major fishery of the azea,
have indicated resistance to returning tags in opposition to regulations
 they claim that the research data are being used to regulate and nega-
tively impact the fishery!, This may impact the ratio of tag returns
between commercial and recreational fisheries in the future.

Procedural Probleme. Studies have been done on the impacts of the
tagging program on the fish themselves. Researchers have recaptured fish
tagged one year earlier and the tags and the entry area of the tag on
the fish appear to be in good condition, although the tags do pick up
some growth of fouling organisms,

Seventy-five fish were also held in the laboratory for approximately one
year and only one fish appeazed to be in danger of losing the tag. Fish
held in the wet lab showed no tagging mortality but problems do exist
when moving fish from vessel to lab for mortality studies,
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SPort fishermen's behavior' and attitudes related to tag-and-release pro-
grams are summarized below. These data were collected from four sport
fishing forums held in New Hampshire, New York and Virginia; the
Fishermen Magazine shark tournament held in New Jersey; and offshore
marlin and tuna f ishermen in Virginia. A survey questionnaire was given
to each of the participants and 378 surveys were completed.

Involvement In Tag-and-Release progr arne

Over a third �8%! of the f ishermen participated in tag-and-release
programs. A quarter of these individuals had been involved with a
program for only 1-2 years, while nearly a third each fell in the 3-5
year �1%! and 6-10 year �8t! participation categories  Table 1!,
Sixteen percent had done tag-and-release for more than 10 years.

Nearly half �3%! of those who are involved in tag-and-release partici-
pate in the National Marine Fisheries Service  NMFS! Cooperative Game
Fish Tagging Program, and another third in the NMFS Cooperative Shark
Tagging Program  Table 2!. Fifteen percent listed the American Littoral
Society program, while 2% specified the AFTCO Tag A Tuna For Tomorrow
program

Fishermen were asked how many fish they had tagged since they had begun
participating in a program  Table 3!. Only 3% reported tagging no fish.
A third had tagged 1-10 fish, about a quarter �2%! 11-30 fish, and
about a fifth �6%! 31-50 fish. Just over a quarter �65! had tagged
more than 50 fish.

Sixty-one percent of the individuals who had tagged fish had had none of
these tags returned  Table 4! Over a quarter �8%! had received back
one to five of their tags, while only 11% reported acquiring more than
five tag returns.

The majority of participants  88, or 614! had not had problems with
their tagging program. For those who had encountered difficulties, over
a quarter �6%! stated that they had received inadequate instruction on
tagging procedures  Table 5!. Nearly a quarter �3%! said their gags
had not worked well, while a similar number �1%! reported other prob-
lems with the tagging aPParatus ~ Abo« a fifth �9%! had received
either slow feedback f«m the Program or had problems getting new tags.
Only one individual. did not know who to contact for more tags.



All respondents were asked about the types of tagged fish they had
caught  Table 6! . Of those who responded, 37% had never caught a tagged
fish. About a fifth �8%! reported catching tagged sharks, while
another 14% had caught tagged striped bass. Just under a tenth  8%!
each had caught tuna and billfish, with 5% specifying flounder. Other
tagged species were reported by a tenth of the respondents.

Of the 59 individuals who had caught a tagged fish, 49  83%> reported
returning the tags promptly. Twenty-five individuals said they had
trouble returning tags  Table 7! . Of these, 24% felt they had a lack of
knowledge or training in the tagging process. Equal numbers �6%! re-
ported a lack of understanding of the importance of tagging and a con-
cern over what happens with the data from tagged fish. Eight percent
each specified a concern over lack of returns, a lack of knowledge of
existing programs, and a lack of desire to participate as reasons that
inhibit the return of tags.

General Beliefs &out Tagging Programs

Almost everyone  99%! believed that there are benefits in becoming in-
volved in tag"and-release. When non-participants weze asked why they
were not involved with tag-and-release pr'ograms, nearly half �9%! re-
sponded that they knew tagging programs existed, but they did not know
who to contact  Table 8>. Eight percent each either did not know tag-
ging programs existed or they just went out to fish for fun and couldn' t
be bothered with tagging. Seven percent were concerned about injuring
fish, while a equal number voiced concerns about how tagging data is
used. A few non-taggers were uncomfortable tagging fish, caught too few
fish or fish too small to tag, or kept all their catch for personal
consumption.

The most frequent response �3%! to the question of how to encourage
tag-and-release fishing was to educate people and to provide better ex-
posure for the programs  Table 9!. Others �2%! felt that incentive

programs such as tournaments would increase participation. About a
tenth of the respondents believed that. education about the benefits of

programs �2t!, information on tagging procedures �2%!, and explana-
tions regarding the results of tagging programs  9%! would increase

involvement. Six percent felt that tags should be made more available,
and 3% wanted information on fish resources including their life his-

tory. A few of the fishermen felt that commercial fishermen should be
strongly encouraged to zeturn tags �%!, that individuals should be
given infozmation about depletion of the stocks �%!, and that programs
should be designed to explain the handling of fish for release �%!.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Over one third of the responding fishermen participated in a tag-and-
release program, with the majority initiating the activity within the



Appendix B

last five years. The most popular programs were the NHFS Cooperative
Game Fish Tagging Program, the HOOFS Cooperative Shark Tagging Program,
and the American Littoral Society Program. Host of the participants re-
ported no problems with the tagging program in which they participated.
For those who had experienced problems, inadequate instruction on tag-
ging procedures, ineffective tags, problems with the tagging apparatus,
and problems with getting new tags were most often cited,

For individuals who had caught tagged fish in the past, species tagged
most often included sharks, striped bass, tuna, and billfish, The
majority of individuals promptly returned the tags, For those who did
not, lack of knowledge or training in tagging procedures, lack of under-
standing of the importance of tagging, and concern over what happens
with the data were the most important reasons noted. For managers,
these findings suggest the importance of providing information and edu-
cation regarding the tagging process.

The main reason for not participating in a tagging program was not know-
ing who to contact for information. Other reasons included a lack of
knowledge about existing programs, not wanting to be bothered with tag-
ging, concern about injury to fish, and an interest in how tagging data
are used. Suggestions regarding ways to encourage tag-and-release in-
cluded education about tagging programs, tagging procedures, and the
benefits of participating; incentives for participation; and explana-
tions regarding the results of the program. Although a manager may have
difficulty in changing the attitude of an individual who just does not
want to be bothered with tagging, these findings suggest again that edu-
cation regarding the importance of tagging, the proper way to tag with-
out harming the fish, the ways in which data are used, and who to con-
tact for information could significantly increase participation in tag-
and-release programs.
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Table 1. Years of participation
in tag-and-release programs.

Table 3. Number of fish tagged.

No . 8! of
respondents

No.  8! of
respondents

No. of years of
participation

No. of fish

tagged

Table 2. Number of partiCipanta
in specific tagging programs. Table 4. Number of tags returned.

No.  8! of
respondents

No.  8! of
respondents

No. of tags
returned

Tagging
program

81 �3!

62 �3!

Total

1
2
3-5

6-10
11-20

>20

Total

NHFS Cooperative Game

Fish Tagging Program

NMFS Cooperative Shark
Tagging Program

American Littoral

Society

Tag a Tuna Program

Others

13 �1!
17 �4!
37 �1!
33 �8!
16 �3!

4 �!
120 �00!

28 �5!

4 �!

14 �!

189 �00!

0
1-5

6-10
11-20
21-30
31-50
51-75
76-100
101-200
>200
Total

0
1-5

6-10
11-20
21-30
31-50
51-75
76-100
101-200


00
Total

5 �!
25 �7!
23 �6!
15 �0!
17 �2!
23 �6!
11 �!

9 �!
9 �!

10 �!
147 �00!

83 �1!
38 �8!

5 �!
2 �!
1 �!
2 �!

1 �!
1 �!
3 �!

136 �00!
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Table 5. Types of problems en-
countered with tagging programs.

Types of
problems

No.  %! of
respondents Problem

No.  %! of
respondents

In a de qua te inst r uct ion
on tagging procedure

Lack of knowledge or
6 �6! training in tagging 6 �4!

Tags not working well 14 �3! Lack of understanding of
the importance of tagging 4   16!

Problems with tagging
apparatus  not tags! 13 �1! Concern over what happens

with the data 4 �6!

16 �9!
2  8!

12 �0! Lack of knowledge of
existing programs 2  8!

�!1 �!

62 �00! Lack of awareness of

existing programs
Total

1 �!

Too many different tag

programs 1 �!

Table 6. Species of tagged fish
recaptured

Mailing costs for
returning tags �!

No.  %! of
respondents

Need for incentive to
return tagsSpecies 1 �!

25 �00!Total

Slow feedback, problems
getting new tags, not
enough tags

Not sure of survival of
fish

Don't know who to contact
for more tags

Shark
Striped bass
Tuna
Billfish
Flounder
Bluefish
Black sea bass
Fluke
None
Other
Total

46 �8!
35 �4!
22  8!
22  8!
14 �!

4 �!
4 �!
3 �!

97 �7!
12 �!

259 �00!

Table 7 . P r oblems ident if ied as
inhibiting the return of tags.

Concern over lack of
returns/participation by
commercial interests

Laziness/lack of desire

Fear of traumatizing f ish 1 �!
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Table 8, Reasons for not trying
tag-and-release fishing.

Table 9. Ways mentioned by re-
spondents to encourage tag-and-
release fishing.

No. �! of
respondents

No. �! of
respondents Actions mentionedReasons

Knew programs existed but
did not know who to

contact 131 �9!

98 �3!

65 �2!

22  8!

37 �2>

22  8!
Educate about benefits of
the program 35 �2!

19 �!

27  9!

19 �!
Make tags readily
available 17 �!

13 �!

  3!10 �!

9 �!
4 �!

Information about
depletion of the stocks 3 �!

�!

Design programs to explain
the handling of fish for
release 3 �!

No tags readily available 1  -!

Total

Total

Did not know tagging
programs existed for
anglers

Fish for fun/don't want

to be bothered with

tagging

Concerned about in5ury
to fish

Concerned about how
tagging data are used

Not comfortable with
tagging fish/too awkward

Not enough/too small
fish caught

Keep catch for personal
consumption

Do not fish for big game
fish

Too much trouble to keep
up with tags and record
data

Haven't sent for tags

Just fish commercially

Did not know what tagging
programs are for

�!

4 �!

1  ->

 -!

266 �00!

Communication, education,

exposure for program

Encourage tagging through
incentive programs,
tournaments

More information on how
to get tags and on how
to tag

Explain r'esults of the

program

Provide information on

resources, life history,
etc.

Encourage/demand that
commercial fishermen

return tags

Study fish mortality
resulting from tagging

Better coordination among

tagging programs

Provide measuring tapes,
length-weight conversion
charts, etc., for ease in
completing tag card data  -!

301 �00!


