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INTRODUCTION

This Atlas is designed to provide the public with a
guide to locations and characteristics of permitted
artificial reefs constructed for fishing and diving
purpoeses in Florida’s coastal waters.

A 1983 version (M AP-30) listed reefs based on per-
mit applications filed with federal and state
regulatory agencies and information from local reef
building sources. This Atlas has been updated to in-
clude reefs whose existence has been confirmed by
knowledgeable local sources. Unconfirmed data
were used in a few areas where local information was
not available or was incomplete, but where permit
records or other information still indicated the ex-
istence of a reef. Inaccurate data may be included
due to these reasons and the user is thus informed of
this possibility. THIS ATLAS IS NOT INTEND-
ED FOR NAVIGATION PURPOSES. Users of the
Atlas are cautioned that the coordinates listed may
or may not be corrected for plotting positions on
nautical charts as many coordinates are ‘“‘machine
generated” numbers from onboard LORAN-C
receivers. Correction factors should be determined
by getting time differences for several fixed posi-
tions, such as channel markers or day beacons, and
by averaging each secondary reading. The correc-
tion factors should be applied to the listed coor-
dinates to determine chart Loran-C position. Of the
several ways that Loran-C radio navigation can
assist users, its repeatable accuracy, once adjusted
for local correction factors, is more important than
absolute accuracy.

Further information on Loran-C can be obtained
from the U.S. Ceoast Guard by requesting the Loran-
C Users Handbook (COMDTINST M 16562.3).

Users of this Atlas are also alerted to the fact that
the coordinates listed may zero in on a marker buoy
on or adjacent to the reef or may center on one cor-
ner or end buoy of a reef. In most cases the listed
coordinate will be a component on the reef site or,

due to lack of local information, the geographic
center of the permitted reef site. A depth finder
should be used to accurately determine reef con-
tours and optimum fishing sites.

Users may also find a slight deviation between

~ listed longitude-latitude coordinates, and Loran-C

coordinates if exact chart overlays are made. The
coordinates may also not align precisely with “fish
havens” noted on National Ocean Survey naviga-
tion charts. The coordinates are listed as reported
by the best available local information sources. Dif-
ferences can result from varying local recording pro-
cedures. Users are advised to consult local fishing
clubs, guides, marinas, Chambers of Commerce or
sportswriters to confirm specific fishing and diving
sites when questions arise. A directory of persons
and organizations concerned with artificial reefs in
Florida is available from the Florida Sea Grant Ex-
tension Program (see back cover) or from local
coastal county Cooperative Extension Service of-
fices.

The survey leading to this publication was con-
ducted during late 1986 and early 1987 and does not
include reefs permitted and constructed after April
1987. The survey methodology consisted of mail-
ings, telephone and personal contacts, archive sear-
ches and local Sea Grant Extension Program
assistance. Gratitude is expressed to those persons
and organizations who provided local information.
Neither the author nor the Florida Sea Grant
College Program can accept responsibility for the
complete accuracy of the data contained herein.

The editor would like to acknowledge Mr. James
Anderson and the staff of the Cartography Program
of the Florida Resources and Environmental
Analysis Center located at Florida State University,
Tallahassee, Florida for an outstanding job in
preparing the maps and typesetting the text.
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g, the state of Florida has been divided

into ten coastal areas. They are presented in numerical order beginning with the northern

Atlantic coast, proceeding south through the Keys an

d continuing north along the Gulf coast

of the state. This map shows the general distribution of permitted reefs. For detailed informa-
tion refer to the area maps and their accompanying data on reef characteristics and location.
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OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION

SLIDE/TAPE PRESENTATION: “Artificial Reefs.”” Arrangement for viewing may be made with the
Sea Grant Extension Agent at local coastal county Extension offices or the show may be obtained on
loan in writing from Motion Picture Services, Bldg. 116, IFAS, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

32611,

PUBLICATIONS: The following publications can be obtained from the Sea Grant Extension Program,
G022 McCarty Hall, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611. Checks should be made payable to the
University of Florida with Florida residents adding 5% sales tax.

MAFS-9

MAFS-20

MAP-9

MAP-29

SGEB-2

SGEB-4

SGEF-4

SGR-41

5GR-74

CONSTRUCTING AN ARTIFICIAL REEF BUOY. 4 pps. (Single copy free).

ARTIFICIAL REEF SITE SELECTION AND EVALUATION. 4 pps. (Single copy
free).

RECREATIONAL USE REEFS IN FLORIDA—ARTIFICIAL AND NATURAL.
{(Map} (Single copy free).

ARTIFICIAL REEFS: MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION. 12 pps. (Single copy
free).

DIRECTORY OF ORGANIZATIONS AND PERSONS CONCERNED WITH
ARTIFICIAL REEFS IN FLORIDA. 11 pps. {Single copy free).

ARTIFICIAL REEFS: PERMIT APPLICATION GUIDELINES. 8 pps. (Single copy
free}.

HELPING TO BUILD YOUR ARTIFICIAL REEF. Pamphlet. {Single copy free)

ARTIFICIAL REEFS: CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 229 pps. Conference held
September 13)15, 1979, Daytona Beach, FL ($3.00).

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ARTIFICIAL REEF RESEARCH AND
MANAGEMENT. 275 pps. ($5.00)

To obtain FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR ARTIFICIAL FISHING REEFS,
contact the Florida Department of Natural Resources, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee, FL

32303.
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INTERESTING FACTS ON ARTIFICIAL REEFS IN FLORIDA

Florida is the leading state in the number of active
permitted artificial reefs, with 218 confirmed or
otherwise documented. Several other states do,
however, lead Florida in the actual number and
variety of midwater fish attracting devices in use.

The first reef permit on file is dated November,
1918. The heaviest reef construction cccurred dur-
ing the 1970’s when 92 reefs were permitted and ac-
tivated. Over the years some 241 artificial reefs
have been permitted. Many early reefs have been
destroyed or shattered by storms, corroded away, or
submerged into soft bottom areas, thus the
discrepency between permitted and active artificial
reefs. On the basis of records in this report the trend
in construction has been:

prior to 1950 3
1950-1960 1
1960-1970 15
1970-1980 92
1980-1982 36
1983-to date 81
unknown 26

A marked change has occurred in the type of reef
materials used. In earlier days the availability and
easy transport of surplus auto tires led to heavy use
of these as convenient and inexpensive reef building
materials, Surplus small craft and household plumb-
ing, cooking and refrigerating appliances were also
popular materials. However, corrosion, siltation,
and storm-related turbulence often caused these
reefs to deteriorate completely or to be dispersed to
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the point of ineffectiveness.

A more recent trend has been to use more stable
materials such as cast concrete, bridge rubble,
culvert materials, large storage tanks, porcelain fix-
tures, decommissioned vessels and barges, and
similar corrosion-resistant materials.

Several of the larger reefs have been constructed
from Liberty ships, or similar large transport
vessels. Most recently the first complete oil and gas
drilling jacket and platform were deposited in two
sections offshore of Pensacola, Florida. An earlier
petroleum template had been deposited in the north-
ern Gulf near Carrabelle. The latest production plat-
forms donated by Tenneco Qil in September, 1985
were deployed just offshore the Broward-Dade coast
in South Florida. Local reef building organizations
are hopeful these contributions to Florida’s fishing
environment will be the forerunner of others from
petroleum-producing companies.

Experimental research and designed reefs have
been deployed off both the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts
of Florida. Some of these have been of Japanese
manufacture and were monitored to determine their
effectiveness and adaptability to Florida's warm
waters. Designed artificial reefs are being studied
and considered by several organizations and agen-
cies to further enhancement efforts,

Several nodes of heavy reef development exist of
Duval, St. Johns, Broward, Dade, Monroe, Pinellas,
Bay, Okaloosa, and Escambia counties. Only one
county on the east coast and one on the gulf coast of
Florida have no reefs on record, with all others
having one or more.






