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ABSTRACT

Information on the release of anadromous salmon (Oncorhynchus 
spp.) and trout (Salmo spp.) from rearing facilities on the 
Pacific Coast of the United States and Canada are listed for the 
years 1960 through 1976. Included are data from all major 
facilities (120 hatcheries, 34 rearing ponds, and 5 saltwater 
net-pens) as well as data from some minor rearing facilities.
For each facility and group of facilities, details of the release 
location and information on the released fish (their species, 
brood year, number, weight, and size at release) are presented.



INTRODUCTION

Salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.) and steelhead trout (Salmo gairdneri) 
fisheries have been important to the economy of the Pacific Coast 
of the United States and Canada since the mid-1880's. There are 
presently large industries based on the capture and sale of 
salmon as well as on the manufacture of commercial fishing 
equipment such as boats and nets. In addition, since World 
War II the sports fishery on these two genera has increased in 
economic importance. Large amounts of revenue are generated 
through the related lodging, restaurants, charter and guide 
services, transportation, and sports fishing gear—rods, reels, 
tackle, bait, boats, etc. associated with sports fishing trips.
An increasing reliance has been placed on fish hatcheries to 
supply user groups with a fishery resource already depleted by 
overexploitation and loss of suitable spawning and rearing 
habitat. Studies such as those performed with fall Chinook 
salmon ((3. tshawytscha) (Worlund et al. 1969 and Wahle et al. 
1978) and coho salmon (<D. kisutch) (Wahle et al. 1974) have 
demonstrated that hatchery production contributes significantly 
to the overall fishing industry.
Accurate records of hatchery releases are necessary for analysis 
and evaluation of data in the conduct of the many research and 
management studies that are in progress on the Pacific Coast of 
the United States and Canada. Regular tabulation of release 
information is a function of state, federal, and provincial 
fishery agencies for their own operations. The resultant records 
differ in format and content from agency to agency.
Additionally, each agency has its own methods of handling releases not meant to outmigrate.
The report of Wahle et al. (1975) was published to alleviate 
these problems in data collection: it brought together under one 
cover detailed release information for all Pacific Coast 
facilities of the United States and Canada from 1960 through 
1973. The starting point of 1960 was selected because rapid 
advancements in artificial production techniques had taken place 
by that year. Also, release data for the years prior to 1960 
were difficult to obtain.
Since the report by Wahle et al. (1975) was published, the demand
for the report has been overwhelming. It is used by all U.S. and 
Canadian fishery agencies on the Pacific Coast and by many 
researchers. The report has therefore been up-dated to include 
data through 1976 and is presented here.



DATA ORGANIZATION AND INTERPRETATION

The information in this present report for the years prior to 
1974 was taken, for the most part, from the earlier report by 
Wahle et al. (1975). As errors were called to our attention, we 
corrected our data base, and these changes have been included in 
this report. This report therefore supersedes the report of 
Wahle et al. (1975).
For the years 1974 through 1976, release information was obtained from Foster et al. (1977), Foster et al. 1975^, Fletcher et al. 
1976^, and from the hatchery records of the various State, 
Federal, and Provincial fisheries organizations.
The basic organization of the report is the same as that in Wahle 
et al. (1975). The release tables are divided into six major 
groupings, mainly by state or provincial boundaries starting with 
Alaska and proceeding south through British Columbia, Washington 
Coastal, and California. The Columbia Basin has been handled 
separately because of the importance and scope of the hatchery 
effort being extended in this major river drainage. The Columbia 
Basin section is further divided by state into the portions of 
Washington, Idaho, and Oregon drained by the Columbia River.
In each division or subdivision, the facilities are arranged 
alphabetically by the operating or supervising agency. Regarding 
the United States, the report starts with federal hatcheries and 
other federal facilities such as rearing ponds and saltwater net- 
pens, followed by state hatcheries and other state facilities, 
and by county or private hatcheries and other county or private 
facilities where applicable. In the Washington Coastal and Puget 
Sound section, for example, the order of appearance is U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) hatcheries, Washington Department of 
Fisheries (WDF) hatcheries, WDF rearing ponds and saltwater net- 
pens, Washington Department of Game (WDG) hatcheries, and WDG 
rearing ponds. The British Columbia hatcheries of Canada are 
also arranged alphabetically.
The species for each rearing facility are listed in the following 
order - chinook salmon, coho salmon, chum salmon (0_. keta) , pink 
salmon (O', gorbuscha) , sockeye salmon (CD. nerka) , and cherry 
salmon (i0. masu) , followed by steelhead trout and sea-run 
cutthroat trout (S. clarki).

1/ Foster, R., R. Kolb, and V. Fletcher. 1975. 1974 hatchery
statistical report of production and plantings. Wash. Dep. 
Fish., Olympia, 156p.

2/ Fletcher, V. , B. Kiser, B. Rogers, and B. Foster. 1976.
1975 hatchery statistical report of production and planting. 
Wash. Dep. Fish., Olympia, 154p.





tables are compilations by species of all the minor fish culture 
ventures that have taken place in the past 17 years. There are 
17 ponds and saltwater net-pens included in this category. The 
releases from these facilities have been sporadic due to 
intermittent operation. The tables entitled "Minor ODFW Rearing 
Ponds" are groupings of releases from presently inactive rearing 
ponds.
Appendix Table I was included to assist the reader in using the 
"Table of Contents" and to assist researchers interested in 
particular species of salmon and anadromous trout and lists all 
the Pacific Coast rearing facilities that operated between 1960 
and 1976 and the species they have reared.

EXCLUSIONS FROM THE REPORT

Although the title of this report indicates that it includes all 
anadromous salmonid releases on the Pacific Coast of the United 
States and Canada, there is an exception. This exclusion 
involves the treaty Indian "sea ranching" operations in the 
Washington Coastal and Puget Sound region. Because of problems 
in gathering accurate release information, we have included only 
those operations that provided suitable information on their 
releases to the Washington Department of Fisheries.
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Appendix Table 2.— Selected Release Stream Groupings for Oregon

and Washington

Washington Coastal and Puget Sound

South Coastal- Cape Disappointment to Westport

North Coastal- Westport to Tatoosh Island

Strait of Juan de Fuca- Tatoosh Island to Port Townsend

Hood Canal- Inland of Hood Canal Bridge

South Puget Sound- South of Tacoma Narrows Bridge

Central Puget Sound- Tacoma Narrows Bridge to a line drawn between 

Port Townsend, San de Fuca (on Whidby Island) and Stanwood 

North Puget Sound- North of Stanwood plus the San Juan Islands

Columbia’ Basin- Washington

Col R 1- Columbia River and tributaries from Cape Disappointment to 

Longview Bridge

Col R 2- Columbia River and tributaries from Longview Bridge to 

Bonneville Dam

Col R 3- Columbia River and tributaries from Bonneville Dam to 

John Day Dam

Col R It- Columbia River and tributaries from John Day Dam to Mouth 

of Snake River (excluding Snake River)

Col R 6- Columbia River and tributaries from Mouth of Snake River 

to Priest Rapids Dam (excluding Snake River)

Col R T- Columbia River and tributaries from Priest Rapids Dam to 

Rocky Reach Dam

Col R 8- Columbia River and tributaries above Rocky Reach Dam



Appendix Table 2.— Cont.

Columbia Basin- Oregon

Col R 1- Columbia River and tributaries from Ft. Stevens to 

Longview Bridge

Col R 2- Columbia River and tributaries from Longview Bridge to 

Bonneville Dam (except Willamette River System)

Col R 3- Columbia River and tributaries form Bonneville Dam to 

John Day Dam (except Deschutes River System)

Col R U- Columbia River and tributaries from John Day Dam to 

Oregon border

Oregon Coastal

North Coastal- Ft. Stevens to Yaquina Head

Central Coastal- Yaquina Head to Cape Arago

South Coastal- Cape Arago to Oregon-California border
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