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Introduction 

The Soutth Atlantic Fiishery Manaagement Couuncil approv ed Amendmment 28 to thhe Fishery 
Managemment Plan foor the Snappper‐Grouper Fishery of thhe South Atllantic Regionn in Septem ber 
2012. Ammendment 228 establisheed (1) a proccess to deterrmine if a re ed snapper fiishing seaso n 
will occu r each year, which woul d include sppecification oof the allowaable harvestt and seasonn 
lengths f or the commmercial and rrecreational sectors; (2) an equationn to determiine the annuual 
catch limmit (ACL) amoount for eac h sector; an d (3) managgement mea sures if fishi ng is allowe d. 
The purppose of this aanalysis is too determine the recreati onal and co mmercial ACCLs for 20177. 

2017 Annnual Catch LLimit 

Amendmment 28 speccified the fol lowing formmulas for calcculating the ACL for red snapper eacch 
fishing yeear where A BC is the accceptable bioological catchh and estCSRR is the estimmated closedd 
season reemovals: 

If total removals yr-11 > ABCyr-1, then ACLyr = 0 (1) 

If total removals yr-11 < ABCyr-1, then (2) 

In the forrmulas for thhe 2017 sea son, yr‐2 reppresents 20115 values annd yr‐1 repreesents 2016 
values. 

Total  remmovals  for  20016  were  obbtained  fromm  the  Southeeast  Fisherie s  Science  Ceenter  (SEFSCC;  
2017).   UUsing  Equatioon  1,  the  tottal  removals  for  2016  (tootal  removalls  yr‐1)  were  ccompared  too  the  
2016  ABCC  (ABCyr‐1)  too  determine  the  2017  ACCL  (ACLyr).   TThe  2016  AB C  equaled  1 21,000  fish.   
Total  remmovals  were based  on  landings  and  discards  repported  from logbooks  annd  surveys.   FFor 
charter  bboats  and  private   recreati onal  boatss,  the  Marinee  Recreationnal  Informat ion  Programm  
landings  estimates  wwere  convertted  to  Marinne  Recreatio nal  Fisheriess  Statistics  S urvey  (MRFSSS)  
equivalennt  estimatess  because  the   current  Soouth  Atlanticc  red  snappeer  ABC  is  bassed  in  part  oon  
the  MRFSSS  landings.   Total  remoovals  were  deetermined  too  be  407,07 9  fish  (Tablee  1).   Since  2 016  
total  remmovals  exceeeded  the  20116  ABC,  the  22017  ACL  wiill  be  set  to  zzero.      
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Table 1. ABC, plus estimated landings and dead discards by sector equaling total removals for 
South Atlantic red snapper in 2016. 

Variable 
Number of Fish 

2016 

ABC 121,000 
Commercial Landings 
Commercial Dead Discards 
Recreational Headboat Landings 
Recreational Headboat Dead Discards 
Recreational Charter Landings 
Recreational Charter Dead Discards 
Recreational Private Landings 
Recreational Private Dead Discards 

418 
27,365 

331 
27,270 

81 
48,197 

0 
303,363 

Total Removals 407,025 
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