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Introduction 

The  Soutth  Atlantic  Fiishery  Manaagement  Couuncil  approv ed  Amendmment  28  to  thhe  Fishery  
Managemment  Plan  foor  the  Snappper‐Grouper  Fishery  of  thhe  South  Atllantic  Regionn  (Amendmeent  
28)  in  September   2012.    Amendmment  28  estaablished:  (1))  a  process  t o  determinee  if  a  red  snaapper  
fishing  seeason  will  occcur  each  yeear,  which  would   includee  specificatioon  of  the  alloowable  harvvest  
and  season   lengths  for  the  commmercial  and  rrecreational  sectors;  (2)  an  equationn  to  determ ine  
the  annuual  catch  limit   (ACL)  amoount  for  eachh  sector;  andd  (3)  manageement  meassures  if  fishinng  is  
allowed.   The  purposse  of  this  anaalysis  is  to  deter mine  thh e  recreationnal  and  com mercial  ACLss  for  
2015.      

2015 Annnual Catch LLimit 

Amendmment 28 speccified the fol lowing formmulas for calcculating the ACL for red snapper eacch 
fishing yeear: 

If total removals yr-11 > ABCyr-1, then ACLyr = 0 (1) 

If total removals yr-11 < ABCyr-1, then (2) 

where  ABBC  equals  thhe  acceptable   biological  catch  in  20113  (ABCyr‐2)  oor  2014  (ABCCyr‐1)  and  esttCSR  
equals  thhe  estimatedd  closed  seasson  removalls  in  2013  (e stCSRyr‐2)  orr   2014  (estCSSRyr‐1).  

Total  remmovals  for  20014  were  obbtained  fromm  the  Southeeast  Fisherie s  Science  Ceenter  (SEFSCC;  
2015).   UUsing  Equatioon  1,  the  tottal  removals  for  2014  (tootal  removalls  yr‐1)  were  ccompared  too  the  
2014  ABCC  (ABCyr‐1)  too  determine  the  2015  ACCL  (ACLyr).   TThe  2014  AB C  equaled  1 06,000  fish.   
Total  remmovals  were based  on  landings  and  discards  repported  from logbooks  annd  surveys.   
Marine  RRecreational  Fisheries  Statis tics  Survvey  (MRFSS) landings  weere  used  insttead  of  Mariine  
Recreatioonal  Informaation  Program   landings  bbecause  thee  current  Souuth  Atlantic  red  snapperr  ACL  
is  based  on  MRFSS  laandings.   Tottal  removals  were  deter mined  to  bee  205,859  fissh  (Table  1).   
Since  20114  total  remmovals  exceeded   the  20114  ABC,  the  22015  ACL  wi ll  be  set  to  zzero.      
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Table 1. ABC, estimated landings and dead discards by sector and total removals for South 
Atlantic red snapper in 2014. 

Variable 
Number of Fish 

2014 

ABC 
Commercial Landings 
Commercial Dead Discards 
Recreational Headboat Landings 
Recreational Headboat Dead Discards 
Recreational Charter Landings 
Recreational Charter Dead Discards 
Recreational Private Landings 
Recreational Private Dead Discards 
Total Removals 

106,000 
10,827 
14,000 
2,952 
19,111 
2,749 
17,870 
25,982 
112,369 
205,859 
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