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MARINE SANCTUARIES

In 1972, the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act was
enacted to help protect the offshore areas of the United States.
In 1980, Title III of the Act was amended to enable the Secretary
of Commerce, with Presidential approval, to propose designation of
ocean waters as national marine sanctuaries. Its purpose is to
preserve or restore areas for their conservational, recreational,
ecological or aesthetic value.

As of June 1990, there are 8 national marine sanctuaries and 10
proposed sites. These extend from as far west as Fagatele Bay in
the American Samoa to as far east as Key Largo in Florida.-

This brief bibliography is intended to provide a selected guide to
recent literature on marine sanctuaries together with original
government studies on the different sites. The items are arranged
alphabetically by author under four separate categories. Those
items with a call number indicate that the NOAA Central Library
holds them. Current references were selected from Aquatic Sciences
and Fisheries Abstracts, GPO Monthly Catalog, NTIS, Biological
Abstracts, and various smaller databases.

Questions about this material may be addressed to: Reference Desk,
NOAA Central Library, 6009 Executive Blvd., Rockville, MD 20852, or
call (301) 443-8330.
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